
Week 14

Remain in God’s Love
1 John 4:7–21

Story Summary
John wrote that we are to love one another because God is 

love. Whoever does not love does not know God. God loved 

us and sent Jesus as a sacrifi ce for our sins. God lives in those 

who confess that Jesus is the Son of God. Th ere is no fear in love because perfect love casts out fear. We love because God fi rst 

loved us. Th ose who love God must also love their brothers and sisters.

Faith Link
We can love without fear.

Bible Essay
by Sue C. Steiner

God is love. Th e writer says it twice in today’s passage. If this were a musical composition, we might title it “Variations on the 

Th eme of God’s Love.”

Th e Greek language has three words that we translate as love. Th e kind of love described here is not the sexual desire of 

eros or the aff ectionate friendship of philia but the self-sacrifi cing love of agape. Agape love, says the writer, is an essential 

part of God’s character. God is the source of love.

Here is the logic the writer uses to say that we Christians are to love one another: Love has its source in God; if we don’t 

love, we don’t know God, for God is love. God’s love was expressed in sending Jesus to die for our sins; therefore, we ought 

to love one another because God loved us so much. In other words, God’s love provides the grounding and the necessity for 

Christians to love one another. Th is love is not necessarily a warm, fuzzy feeling. We can love people we don’t even like. God’s 

love becomes complete in us when we show love in action to others.

We can live in confi dence in many situations when we know we are living steadily and deeply in God. But how do we know 

this is the case? Here are three ways. First, God has given us the Spirit, as Jesus promised (see John 14). Second, we name 

openly that Jesus is our Savior. Th ird, we dwell in love. Eugene Peterson’s paraphrase in Th e Message of verses 17–18a helps 

us grasp the vast implications of dwelling in love: “God is love. When we take up permanent residence in a life of love, we live 

in God and God lives in us. Th is way, love has the run of the house, becomes at home and mature in us, so that we’re free of 

worry on Judgment Day . . . . Th ere is no room in love for fear. Well-formed love banishes fear.”

Th e writer says that when our sins are forgiven in Jesus and we live in God’s love, we have nothing to fear. God’s perfect 

love casts out our fear. And so, we will have nothing to fear on judgment day. We are safe in God’s love.

We can also be gripped by fear as we look to the future and as we live day by day. North American society has become 

increasingly polarized. We are trained to be fearful—fearful of people who are diff erent from us and fearful of what those 

people might do to us. We can easily fall prey to this climate of fear. Yet when we are fearful, we can no longer think creatively.

In the midst of our fear, we can claim our ultimate safety in God. God’s agape love, experienced by us and expressed by 

us, can cut the ground from under our fear. Because God fi rst loved us, and we live in that love, we can refuse to succumb to 

fear. We can live another way.

Th e writer of today’s passage says that perfect love casts out fear. What do you know about the fears of your children 

or youth? Refl ect on ways that you can give them confi dence and reassure them with your love.

Loving God, cast out fear in my own life and help me to send these children and youth out into the world to live as your fearless 

disciples! Amen.
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Sing and Pray
Sing “God’s Love Is for Everybody” from Worship Songs for 

Children, track 2. Use song motions that can be found at 

www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras.

Explore
Discover
Write the letters for God is love on nine separate pieces of 

paper. Put each letter in an envelope and hide the envelopes 

around your house. Say that John sent a message to your 

family, but you must fi nd the envelopes with the message. 

After all nine envelopes have been found, organize the 

letters to fi gure out what the message is from John.

Link
Watch the video “Mysteries of the Bible: Love” by 

Crossroads Kids’ Club on YouTube. Talk about the diff erent 

words for love named in the video.

Booklet and Spotlight

Pray this prayer twice by simply doing the motions, 

without saying any words:

Th ank you, God, (reach hands up)

for creating all of me. (Bring hands down 

beside body.)

From my head (point to head) to my toes, (reach 

down to feet)

you care all about me. (Wrap self in a big hug.)

Th ank you, God, (reach hands up)

for creating all of us. (Motion with hands palms up 

to the rest of the group.)

When things are good, (thumbs-up)

and when things are bad, (thumbs-down)

you are always with us. (Clasp hands together 

by heart.)

You love us, (raise hands overhead then bring them 

to heart)

and we love you. (Keep hands on heart then raise 

them overhead.) Amen.

Read and Wonder
Read chapter 39 in All Together. 

Have volunteers read parts 

(plain, bold, italics) for the long 

version. Take turns reading sen-

tences of the illustrated version. 

If you don’t have All Together, 

read the story on the next page.

Wonder and talk together 

about the Bible story. Look at the 

illustrations in All Together as you 

share your thoughts and ideas.

• John says those who remain in love remain in God. I 

wonder what it looks like to remain in love.

• I wonder how love helps fear go away.

• I wonder how it makes you feel to know that God 

sent Jesus to the world and that Jesus loved us so 

much that he gave his life for us.

• What diff erence does it make in your life to know 

that God loves you?

PreK–Kindergarten: Complete the session 14 book-

let pages.

Elementary: Complete the crossword puzzle on page 21 

of Spotlight. Th e solution is on page 33. Read about authors 

Paul and John on page 17.

Bless
Sing “May God Bless You” from Worship Songs for Children, 

track 15, as a blessing to each other.
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Week 14 Bible Story

God Is Love
Retelling of 1 John 4:7–21

John was living on the island of Patmos. He was far away from his family 
and friends. God gave him a vision. John said,

“I saw a new heaven and a new earth. Th ere was a beautiful city there. 
I heard a voice from the throne say, ‘God is here with us. We are God’s 
people. God will wipe away all our tears. No one will cry or be in pain or 
die anymore.’

“Th e one on the throne said, ‘I am the beginning and the end. I will 
give water to everyone who is thirsty. I will be their God, and they will be 
my children.’

“Th e angel showed me a river, bright as crystal. It fl owed down the 
street of the city. Th ere is a tree of life that grows a new crop of fruit every 
month. Th e leaves of the tree are for healing the nations. God’s throne is 
there. People worship God face to face. God’s light shines on everyone!”

44 www.ShineCurriculum.com Shine at Home, May 29, 2022


