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   September  2017

Grace Notes                      
 News from Grace United Methodist Church 

Carbondale, Illinois               618-457-8785                       

Web site: www.carbondalegrace.org     

E-mail:  carbondalegraceinfo@gmail.com  

      Fall Message Theme:   

Transformation through Faith Journey with Peter 

 

September 3 Communion Sunday 

       Luke 5: 1-11 

       “Into the Deep Water” 

 

The first Sunday is a sharing Sunday.  You are encour-

aged to bring canned food for the food pantry. 

 

September 10           Matthew 14: 22-33 

                              “Walking on the Water” 

    Special Violin Music by Emily and Cuty Jung  

        in the late worship service. 

 

September 17           Matthew 16: 13-20 

                         “Who Do You Say That I Am?” 

 

September 24           Matthew 26: 69-75 

                                    “Fatal Mistake” 

 

Young children’s story time during the early service. 

You are encouraged to invite your family and friends to 

worship services.  
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Dear Friends,  

  

     I have had an ear infection which caused lots of trou-

bles for the past three weeks.  At first, I went to prompt 

care, then I saw a PA and finally an ear specialist PA. As 

I went through this trouble, I become more compassion-

ate toward people who have hearing problems.  At first I 

was discouraged and annoyed by my pain, blockage and inabil-

ity to hear what other people were saying.  It made me reluctant 

to join conversations with other people, because I might not be 

able to respond to them as I should.  So it was easy to withdraw 

myself from the crowd.  But that’s not an option for me.  I have 

to be engaged in conversations with other people.  So I made 

extra effort to listen attentively to others.  I gave others my full 

attention and also paid attention to their body language, includ-

ing facial expressions and body movements.  I learned that there 

are different ways to listen to people.   

Listening with a heart helps us to understand other people, 

beyond spoken words.  Brother David Steindl-Rast, Benedictine 

monk, says in his book, A Listening Heart, “Eyes see only light, 

ears hear only sound, but a listening heart perceives meaning.” 

Our congregation is blessed to have several people whose first 

language is not English.  That could be a barrier to communicate 

with one another and to develop relationships with one another.  

Different accents, different cultures and different ways of com-

munication might cause some distance.  But listening with a 

heart always works.  Steindl-Rast in the same book teaches us 

the three steps to reach a listening heart: Childlike Openness, 

Youthful Courage and Mature Communion.  Approach people 

with openness and genuine interest, and take the first step with 

courage to be engaged in conversation, and be willing to learn 

and to be changed by the conversation.  Introduce yourself and 

express how much you are glad to meet them.  And listen to 

other people with your caring heart.  We will be blessed mutu-

ally.   

  

In Christ, 

Pastor In-Sook 
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Circle of Friends Potluck 
Tuesday– September 12  -  Noon 
Bring a dish and join the fellowship. 

Informal Gathering  

for Families with Young Children 

 

Sunday, September 17 at 4:30 p.m. 

Pot-luck Dish or Finger Food 

 
We would like to have an informal gathering 

with conversation and fellowship among 

families with young children.  The children are a gift to the 

Grace congregation and have brought much joy and excitement.  

Please come and get to know one another and share about what 

we could do to support families with young children.   

Appreciation Luncheon 

Saturday, September 9 

10:30 AM-1 PM 

 

For Small group leaders  

(Sunday School teachers, Praise Team leaders,                      

 Choir leaders, Kitchen Ministry, Hospitality  

Ministry, other small group leaders and the                             

Council Members) 

 

10:30 AM – Noon: Casting a Vision about small groups 

Noon – 1 PM: lunch & fellowship 

 

We appreciate all your dedication and faithful works to lead small 

groups.  You are invited to discuss how to strengthen and nurture 

our small groups and invite new people. 
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Youth Group Highlights: 
  
Questions?  Comments?  Want to stay 

connected or be more involved with the 

youth?  Contact Jaci Arthur 

at carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com. 

  

Our deepest gratitude to all those who 

made our mission trip possible!  It was an amazing, educa-

tional, and uplifting experience for all involved. 

 

Upcoming Events & Announcements: 

~ Youth Night Out – "Youth Night Out" will resume on Septem-

ber 1st.  We meet the first Friday of every month from 7-9p for 

food, games, and fun.  All 6th-12th graders are welcome. 

~ "The Table" – All 6th-12th graders are invited to join Mike 

and Jaci for dinner at their home on the third Sunday of each 

month, starting September 17th. 

~ CCHS Lunch – High school students, check your email for 

more information about lunch opportunities at CCHS. 

~ T-shirts – If you would like a t-shirt  with the youth group logo 

(Evolv), please contact Jaci with your preferred size(s).  T-shirts 

are $15 each. 

~ Plans for our 2018 mission trip are underway.  Check your 

email or contact Jaci for more information. 

~ Check your email, the bulletins, and Grace Notes for more in-

formation on volunteer opportunities, including Mission Meals. 

~ Do you have any suggestions for discussions, Youth Night Out 

activities, service projects, or anything else?  Let Jaci know! 
  

      

Gary Hall is recuperating at The Rehabilitation 

Institute of St. Louis, 4455 Dunken Avenue, 

Room, 222 St,. Louis , MO  63110.  You can 

send cards to him at this address. 

  If you would like to support the Hall family 

financially, you may write a check to the 

church with the note “benevolence fund for 

Hall”.   
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     The Kitchen  

Committee fed the 

SIU football team 

dinner at Grace 

UMC on  July 24.   
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Please have articles for the October 2017 Grace 

Notes to the church office by September 22. 

     UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) 

is currently working with disaster coordinators and 

early response teams to provide relief to the many 

people whose lives have been impacted by hurricane/

tropical storm Harvey. If you would like to give, 

please write your check to Grace United Methodist 

Church and write Hurricane in the memo line.  The 

funds will be sent  to UMCOR/Disaster Relief United 

States/Advance # 901670. 100% of your donated 

funds will go to disaster relief.   

     Grace United Methodist Women (GUMW) had another suc-

cessful summer yard sale. We are thankful to the many individu-

als who helped, beginning with the church members who helped 

set up the auditorium after church on Sunday, August 6, to those 

who helped clean up and reset the auditorium on Saturday, Au-

gust 12. 

     We would not have been able to have the sale if everyone had 

not helped. Many church women and others who are not members 

of GUMW assisted with the sale.  Special thanks to the students 

who moved boxes from upstairs and the choir room to the audito-

rium. Thanks to our Boy Scout troop who carried boxes up from 

downstairs. Thanks to the men who assisted with carrying and 

moving the heavy items, especially, Ryan Morthland and Rick 

Steudel and their trucks. 

     Thanks to everyone who brought in their “treasures” to sell. 

We had a good variety of items. We made $2360 with an addi-

tional $200 in donations. So, we will have $2560 to distribute to 

missions. At our next GUMW meeting on September 11 we will 

discuss distributing these funds.  

Thyra Russell,  

GUMW Treasurer  
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MEET YOUR MEMBERS IN CHRIST 

 

     Meet Gregory Kupiec!  Greg is a commit-

ted Christian who gives generously of his time 

and talents to God's work but seeks no recog-

nition for himself.  Greg usually attends the 

traditional service.  He can be seen helping with the sound sys-

tem, ushering, and quietly being involved in acts of compas-

sion.  You will often see him when help is needed at the church 

building. 

     Gregory moved to the Carbondale area in 1984.  He also mar-

ried his late wife Barbara that year.  Together, they led Grace 

Church in many endeavors, but, especially, their trips to Indone-

sia were instrumental in getting our church involved in the edu-

cation and support of Dr. Fasa, whom the church continues to 

support.  Greg's family includes Mark, Heather, and Lance, who 

live away from Carbondale.  

     Printing and graphic communications are Gregory's main ca-

reer areas.  He also enjoys photography, videography, and bird 

watching with family and friends.  At church Greg is the leader 

in the Grace United Methodist Men's group.  He lends regular 

help at Grace Camp, at the yard sales, in the kitchen area, and in 

many other church activities.   

     Greg would like people to know that God hears our prayers, 

helps us as needed, and helps those we pray for as needed.  He 

feels that the weekly message in church is very meaningful to 

him, as are the activities we do together and in the name of 

Christ and when the church is involved in people helping people.  

     Give Gregory Kupiec your smile and a warm greeting when 

you see him! 

Mission Meal Change of Date 

 

     The September Mission Meal date has changed.  

The date is now September 17.  Cooking will be at 

Grace UMC at 1:00 p.m. The meal will be served 

at Good Samaritan House at 5:00 p.m.   
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     Grace UMC Mission Statement 

 

"Love God, love people, make disciples of Jesus Christ." 

 

Dear Pastor In-Sook,  

     Once again, thank you for all you and Grace Methodist did for 

Dorothy these past three years.  It meant so much to her and her 

family. 

     God’s riches blessings to you and your church. 

Linda Nantell 

(Dorothy Mayor’s niece) 

 

Eclipse Day Thank You 
To Whom It May Concern: 

     Thank you so much for letting us park in your lot.  We en-

joyed the weekend with your events. 

  My husband called your church and you were very gracious to 

say yes. 

 

Myrl and Linda Burgener 

Springfield, IL 

Good Samaritan Ministries  

 

     Good Samaritan Ministries is in need of 

emergency funding.   This local ministry 

provides an emergency shelter, a transitional 

housing program, a soup kitchen, a food 

pantry, and an emergency assistance pro-

gram.   If you would like to help, please write your check to 

Grace United Methodist Church and write “Good Samaritan 

Ministries” in the memo line.  
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       September Birthdays  

          (by date) 

 

       5 -  Donna Biggs                             

        5 -  David Hake            

        7 -  Brenda Davis    

        9 -  Courtney Smith 

      10 -  Bruce Owens 

      12 -  Rhonda Black                 

      14 -  Cindy Hall 

      15 -  Sandy Monahan 

      16 -  Suzanne Sanders                           

      17 -  Anne Forby 

      18 -  Betty Hand 

      21 -  Betty L. Smith 

      23 -  Sharon Crain 

      25 -  Cyndy Criswell 

      25 -  Soo-Jin Lee 

      26 -  Hayden Schubert 

      29 -  Cleta Shirley  

      30 -  Danielle Schultz 

       

       

         

             

       

                                                                             

 

 Early October   

Birthdays 
10/1  Sonya Aus 

10/1  Dorothy Unruh 

10/2  Bill Crain 

10/3  Virgie Parrish 

10/4  Joann Holcomb 

10/7  Karen Downey 

10/7  Rachel Satterwhite 

 

Grace United Methodist Church 

 

9:00 a.m.  Praise and Worship Service 

10:10 a.m. Sunday School 

11:15 a.m.  Traditional Worship Service 

September Anniversaries 

 

No Known September Anniversaries 


