
 

16 

 

 

 

   October 2017

Grace Notes                      
 News from Grace United Methodist Church 

Carbondale, Illinois               618-457-8785                       

Web site: www.carbondalegrace.org     

E-mail:  carbondalegraceinfo@gmail.com  

Fall Message Theme:   

Transformation through Faith Journey with Peter 

 

October 1            World Communion Sunday 

John 21:15-19 

“Do You Love Me?’ 

The first Sunday is Sharing Sunday.  You are encouraged to 

bring canned food for the food pantry. 

 

October 8                        Acts 10:34-43 

“God Shows No Partiality” 

Special violin music by Emily and Cuty Jung in the  

Traditional Service. 

 

October 15   United Methodist Women’s Sunday 

Tonya Walker, Administrative Assistant of Bald Knob Cross 

 

October 22                Stewardship Sunday 

On Time, Talents and Life 

Service Commitment Sheet will be given. 

 

October 29                Stewardship Sunday 

On Money 

Financial Commitment Card will be given. 

 

Young children’s story time during the early service. 

You are encouraged to invite your family and friends to worship 

services.  
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Dear Friends, 
 

Last month many people in Texas and Florida as well as 

several islands have been affected by the hurricane and  

the flood. And many people in Mexico City have been  

also affected by the earthquake.  Our hearts go out to them.  

Many people wonder how to help them.  I’d like to share a 

portion of the pastoral letter that our bishop Frank J. Beard 

sent to us.  Here is some practical suggestion from his letter: 

 ______________________________________________ 

    

Let me offer some guidance on how we can be  most ef-

fective in lending a hand without adding to the misery through 

the wrong kind of response 

 

1. Pray first! This is something that we all can do.  Pray  

   for those affected by the storms (remember, they are  

   survivors, not victims), as well as their families, first  

   responders, churches and pastors.  Prayer is essential to  

   our efforts making an eternal difference. 

2. Be patient.  There is a tendency to want to go to the  

    disaster site.  But before rebuilding and recovery can  

    begin, waters must recede and assessments must be done.  

 3. Be helpful.  While we might want to send clothing etc.,  

    cash donations are the best means for providing UMCOR  

    the flexibility it needs. 

4. Begin small.  Get a Sunday School Class or a Bible  

    Study group or another groups of interested folks and  

    assemble flood buckets for UMCOR. 

________________________________________________ 

 

 UMCOR stands for United Methodist Committee on Relief.   

Grace United Methodist Church has already received $5,375 

from the congregation.  We know the money will be used to al-

leviate human suffering and to bring encouragement and hope. 

Thanks be to God for the generous gifts and cheerful givers. 

 

In Christ, Pastor In-Sook 
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Calling All Children and Their Families 
 

     On Sunday, October 1st, we invite all children 

and their families, as are able, to visit the residents 

at the nursing/ rehab home in our neighbor-

hood.  We will meet at the entrance of the chil-

dren's area as soon as possible  (10:00-10:10 A.M.) following 

the early worship service. We plan to greet the residents and 

hand out small gifts to them during the Sunday school time pe-

riod, 10:10- 11:00 A.M.  The children in Sunday school class 

have been working hard to make handcrafted gifts, so there will 

be plenty for everyone to give to the residents! 

Cluster Church Conference 
Thursday, October 12, 6:00 p.m. 

at  Our Church 
 

  There will be action items such as the church 

council report, 2018 budget, local church official 

roll for 2018, cultivation report and pastor’s tax exclusion.  There 

will also be recommendations for lay servants.  All church mem-

bers are voting members while non-members are still invited to 

attend.  District Superintendent Roger Russell will officiate the 

meeting.  Everyone is invited. 

“Hands of Hope for Grace” 
6:30 p.m. -- Auditorium 

 

     Ladies, please join us on Monday 

evenings at 6:30 in the auditorium at 

church!  We will talk together, do 

something creative (no special skills 

necessary), and plan ways to help oth-

ers. If you can't come every Monday, that's ok.  We will be 

happy to see you whenever you can join us! 

     Please bring:  scissors and all your extra plastic grocery bags.  

Our first craft/mission project is to crochet plastic bed rolls for 

the homeless.  (No crochet skill necessary.) 
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Circle of Friends Potluck 
Tuesday– October 10  -  Noon 

Bring a dish and join the fellowship. 

Family Fellowship  
 

     Bring your family and gather with others 

potluck style!  We are praying that God 

will bless us to  eat, pray, play and minister 

together.  Our next gathering will be Sun-

day October 8th from 4:30 - 6:30 pm in the 

Children's Ministry Area.   

     If you have questions please feel free to 

reach out to Laura Morthland via e-mail at 

laura.morthland@gmail.com.   

Blessings! 

“Trick or Treat” 
Tuesday, October 31, 5-8 p.m.  

at Grace UMC 

 

Bring your children and invite your neighbors 

to enjoy fun  games and food in a safe place.  

If your would like to donate candy, we need 

the donations before October 25. 

     Jee Won Yang has been hired as the sanctuary 

choir and bell choir director.  Jee Won has a doc-

toral degree in piano performance  and literature 

from U of I in Champaign and is a master’s degree 

student in conducting at SIU.  We welcome her to 

Grace Church. 
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     Please have articles for the November 2017 

Grace Notes to the church office by October 23. 

Pastor Appreciation 
 

     October is Pastor Appreciation Month.  

There are several ways each of us can show 

our appreciation to Pastor In-Sook Hwang.  

Some of them are: 

 

Pray for your pastor and family daily! 

Say thank you more often. 

Give a tangible gift occasionally. 

Give the gift of time (house sit, use of a vacation home, etc.) 

Communicate in a positive manner, bringing concerns first to 

the pastor before complaining to everyone else. 

Respect the pastor’s day off and family time. 

Encourage your pastor to take time off, vacation days, as well as 

time to participate in a clergy covenant/support group.  Don’t let 

your pastor become a “lone ranger.” 

Be sure to tell the pastor directly when you or a family member 

is hospitalized, or death in the family, or other pastoral needs – 

pastors are not mind readers and cannot assist if they do not 

know of a crisis! 

Make a gift to PASFB (Preacher’s Aid Society and Benefit 

Fund) in honor of Pastor In-Sook.  (Send checks directly to 

PASBF, PO Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207. It makes it 

easier on the conference office and brings payment quicker.)  If 

you prefer, give a check to the church and place in the memo 

line: PASFB for Pastor In-Sook Hwang. 

 

Most importantly pray for your pastor and family daily! 

 

Submitted by Linda Egner, SPRC Chair 
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     Gary Hall has been moved to a rehabilita-

tion hospital.  Cards can be sent to him at this 

address: 

 Gary Hall 

 Mercy Rehabilitation Hospital 

 Room 145 

 14561 N. Outer Forty 

 Chesterfield, MO  63017 

 

     Our deepest sympathy to Mary Ellen Searcy 

on the death of her son and daughter-in-law, 

Bill and Pat Searcy.  The couple passed away 

September 7.  Bill was a member of Grace 

Church. 

To Pastor In-Sook and My Church Family, 

     Thank you so much for the visit, flowers and 

cards due to my short hospital stay.  Tommy and 

I would not know what to do without the love 

and caring of our church family. 

With Love, 

Sandy Monahan 

 

Dear Brethren at Grace UMC, 

     Thank you for your very kind contribution in the amount of 

$900.00.  Your monetary gift helped our kids obtain a scholarship 

to attend JEES at Little Grassy Camp 2017. 

      We would like to take this opportunity to express our grati-

tude to the members of your congregation, for their unselfish gen-

erosity, which is most appreciated. 

     Please be assured of our prayers for you and we humbly re-

quest a continued remembrance in your good prayers for our 

church.  

In Christ, 

Hiram Gonzales, Pastor, Jesus Es El Señor UMC 
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MEET YOUR MEMBERS IN CHRIST 

 

          Meet Gary Hall!  Gary and his family have 

many ties to Christianity and Grace UM 

Church.  He is married to Cindy.  Megan Berkel and 

Izaak Berkel are daughter and son, and Levi Walsh, Alivia John-

son, and Xavier Berkel are grandchildren in the family, all of 

whom you may see at church in a variety of activities, especially 

in the 9:00 A.M. worship service.   

     Gary himself has lived in Carbondale for most of his life-

time.  His parents were involved at SIU, so he has memories of 

growing up with his brother and sister in Carbondale.  Family 

always returned him to the area. 

     Gary has had a career as a computer systems analyst and soft-

ware engineer.  He worked in the phone systems industry.  He, 

also, jokingly comments that he thinks one of his callings in life 

is "causing my son grief..." 

     The Hall/Berkel family enjoys doing things as a family in 

their leisure time.  Gary's favorite hobby is cooking, so, natu-

rally, they like to eat together.  They enjoy going to the Science 

Center, visiting the zoo, and taking the kids to the park.  Watch-

ing baby Xavier exploring everything is always a source of won-

derment for their family members!  With an eclectic interest in 

many types of songs, such as Irish tunes, historical whaling 

songs and chanteys, Gary sometimes wishes that he had the 

courage to sing in public.  Oral histories are a fascinating subject 

to him. 

     At Grace Church, Gary likes to participate in the work of the 

kitchen ministry.  Son Izaak is a frequent helper with the mission 

meals.   

     Gary would like for people to know that Jesus gave it all for 

us despite that we are often not worth it!  He feels that the open-

arms welcome that one receives at Grace UM Church is a mean-

ingful part of being a part of the church body.  The church pro-

vides spiritual points of connection in our lives. He adds, "Until 

you are down, you don't always realize how much it's out there." 

     Keep Gary and family in your prayers as he recovers from 

health issues in St. Louis, and greet him and his family members 

enthusiastically for Christ when you see them at church! 
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Youth Group Highlights: 
  
Questions?  Comments?  Want to stay 
connected or be more involved with the 
youth?  Contact Jaci Arthur 
at carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com. 
 
Upcoming Events & Announcements: 
 

~ The youth are collecting new, unused socks (all sizes) and 
hand warmers for the poor and homeless in our commu-
nity.  Look for a donation bin in the foyer. 
 
~ Youth Night Out – "Youth Night Out" is October 6th from 7-
9p at Grace.  We meet the first Friday of every month from 7-9p 
for food, games, and fun.  All 6th-12th graders are welcome. 
 
~ "The Table" – All 6th-12th graders are invited to join Mike and 
Jaci Arthur at their home on the third Sunday of each month for 
dinner and fun. 
 
~ CCHS Lunch – High school students, check your email for 
more information about lunch opportunities at CCHS. 
 
~ T-shirts – If you would like a t-shirt  with the youth group 
logo (Evolv), please contact Jaci with your preferred size(s).  T-
shirts are $15 each. 
 
~ Plans for our 2018 mission trip are underway.  We are going to 
Denver, Colorado June 2nd-8th.  Any youth entering 7th grade in 
2018 through 2018 high school graduates are welcome.  Adult 
chaperones are also welcome.  Be on the lookout for fundraising 
opportunities.  Contact Jaci for more information. 
 
~ Check your email, the bulletins, and Grace Notes for more in-
formation on volunteer opportunities, including Mission Meals. 
 
~ Do you have any suggestions for discussions, Youth Night Out 
activities, service projects, or anything else?  Let Jaci know! 
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   October Birthdays  

          (by date) 

 

       1 -  Sonya Aus                             

        1 -  Dorothy Unruh            

        2 -  Bill Crain    

        3 -  Virgie Parrish 

        4 -  Joann Holcomb 

        6 -  James Pease 

        7 -  Karen Downey                 

        7  - Rachel Satterwhite 

      13 -  Dominic Marlow 

      18 -  Bonnie Stuck                           

      19 -  Harold Aus 

      20 -  Orville Hake 

      20 -  Donna Stoodley 

      21 -  Larry Gilbert 

      22 -  Matthew Kunkel 

      25 -  Juanita Hartman 

      26 -  Benjamin Borah 

      27 -  Ludine Chamness 

      27 -  Matthew Krawcyk 

      29 -  Mark Pease  

      31 -  Steve Arthur 

      31 -  Elizabeth Schultz 

     Grace UMC Mission Statement 

 

"Love God, love people, make disciples of Jesus Christ." 

 Early November   

Birthdays 
11/1   Jacob Williams 

11/3   Cathy Biggs 

11/4   Audrey Meador 

11/7   Gabrielle Vineyard 

 

Grace United Methodist Church 

 

9:00 a.m.  Praise and Worship Service 

10:10 a.m. Sunday School 

11:15 a.m.  Traditional Worship Service 

mailto:carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com

