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Grace Notes
News from Grace United Methodist Church
Carbondale, Illinois
618-457-8785
Web site: www.carbondalegrace.org
E-mail: carbondalegraceinfo@gmail.com

November 5

All Saints Sunday/Communion
Acts 9: 36-43
“An Example of Sainthood”

The first Sunday is also Sharing Sunday. You are encouraged to
bring canned food for the food pantry.
November 12

2 Corinthians 12: 5-10
“God’s Sufficient Grace”
Special Violin Music by Emily and Cuty Jung
in the Late Worship Service.

November 19

Thanksgiving Sunday
1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18
“Give Thanks in All Circumstances”

November 26

Mark 13: 32-37
“Keep Awake”

You are encouraged to invite your family and friends to the worship services.

2

15

Dear Friends,
This month has Thanksgiving Day which is more than eating turkey and pumpkin pie, family gathering, watching
football games. It is a very special season when we count
God’s abundant blessings and offer our grateful hearts to
God. Such hearts are also expressed in offering our hospitality and kindness to others. Brother David Steindl-Rast, a
writer in the field of spirituality, writes, “Abundance is not
measured by what flows in, but by what flows over. The smaller
we make the vessel of our need…the sooner we get the overflow
we need for delight.”
There are the two lakes in the land of Israel: the Sea of
Galilee and the Dead Sea. The Sea of Galilee is 13 miles long
and 8 miles wide. It receives fresh water from Jordan River and
has many different kinds of fishes. The lake gives life not only to
fishes, but also to fishermen and farmers around it. Several cities
have been built around it. On the other hand, the Dead Sea, 50
miles long and 10 miles wide, receives the same fresh water from
the Jordan River. But the water of the Dead Sea is bitter and distasteful to the mouth, painful to the eyes and irritating to the
skins. It’s impossible for any marine life to exist.
What is the difference between the Sea of Galilee and the
Dead Sea which are receiving the fresh water from the Jordan
River? The Sea of Galilee receives and flows out to other small
rivers and the other part of the Jordan River, while the Dead Sea
has no outlet. It only receives without flowing out. Even though
it is much bigger than the Sea of Galilee, it doesn’t give any life
to fishes and people.
Isn’t it a powerful parable to us? We receive the lifegiving water from Jesus Christ and all his blessings. But if we
don’t share them with others, we become rotten like the Dead
Sea, without life giving influence unto others. When we share
with others, God’s blessings overflow to give others lives and to
bear fruits of Jesus Christ. That’s abundant life!
Let us count God’s blessings this season. And let us pay
attention to others who are lonely, poor and suffering. If you
have a family Thanksgiving Day dinner, invite someone without
any family members to spend the day.
In Christ, Pastor In-Sook
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Family Fellowship
November Family Fellowship gathering will be
on November 12th from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. This
month we will have a “Fall Festival” theme with
wagon rides and roasted hotdogs and marshmallows!
RSVP to laura.morthland@gmail.com.

United Methodist Women
Christmas Yard Sale and Bake Sale
Saturday, November 18, 2017
8:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Donations of Christmas decorations will be
accepted at the church Monday, November 13 thru
Friday, November 17 from 9am to 5pm.
If you need to arrange a different time to bring your donations, please call the church office, 457-8785. Please bring donations of baked goods to the church before 5pm Friday the 17th or
before 8am Saturday the 18th. Proceeds from the sale will go to
local agencies for hunger relief.

New Grace UMC Cookbooks
Available Soon
The new cookbooks are at the publishers and should be available
the week of November 13. All proceeds from the sale of the
books will go into the church mission fund. Thanks to all the
people who have contributed their time, recipes and computer
skills to get the book ready for publishing. These books will
make wonderful Christmas or birthday gifts and will become
cherished by cooks young and old.

4

13

Spirit of Christmas
The Spirit of Christmas Project was
started over 30 years ago by the Interchurch
Council to help provide gifts for the needy.
Gift requests have been received from numerous agencies in the Carbondale area.
Our church has received approximately
60 names (I.D.’s) for children and adults. Many of the adults are
in nursing homes. Please prayerfully consider taking one or two
names and purchasing one or two of the items listed on the request list for these individuals. We have been assured that every
effort has been made that the names we are given are on no other
list to be receiving a gift.
A table is set up in the church lobby to provide a place to select the names and put the gifts.
The deadline to turn in the gifts is 1:00 p.m., Sunday,
December 3.

Circle of Friends Potluck
Tuesday– November 14 - Noon
Bring a dish and join the fellowship.

The Street Store Winter Coat Drop-Off Box
Front Foyer of Grace UMC
An SIU student asked the church to serve as a drop off
location for any winter apparel to be given away at a
Pop-Up Street Store in early December. More information is located on the donation box.

Please have articles for the December 2017
Grace Notes to the church office
by November 20.
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Fasa—Medical Missionary
At the end of November we will be wiring
money to Dr. Fasa for his use as a medical missionary. If you want to add to this fund, please
put your check in the offering by November 26.
Be sure to write “Fasa” on the memo line.

The Story of Fasa
Fasa is a medical missionary in Indonesia. As a
young lad he lived on the island of Nias. He had a
strong desire to learn, and when an opportunity came
up, he walked 7 miles to the coast and traveled 90
miles by boat to Sumatra . He swept streets with
very little pay and usually slept where he worked. He learned
about Wesley Methodist Church in Medan and of classes in
English being offered. Later, he worked at a hospital. Because of
severe typhoid fever, he was evicted and brought to Wesley
Church. After recovering, he was given a job at the church and
stayed in a small room there.
Grace and Ed Werner were sent to Wesley Church (in Indonesia) by the UMC as missionaries. They met Fasa and saw a
very special young man with great promise. A miracle began. The Werner’s helped Fasa with pre-entrance exams given
at the Methodist Medical School, and promised to raise the
needed money to send him to medical school. The Werner’s and
their family paid his tuition. As they returned to the states, they
told everyone about God's mission at Wesley and especially
about this young Christian man in medical school. This is how
GUMC became involved with Fasa. He received his degree in
January, 2001. He and his wife operate from a small clinic on
the island.
Over the years Grace Church has continued to support Fasa
in the needs of his clinic and family. Once a year we send a bank
wire to Fasa with the collected funds.
Grace UMC Mission Statement
"Love God, love people, make disciples of Jesus Christ."
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During the month of September,
Illinois Great Rivers Conference
churches UMCOR offerings totaled
$265,334.03. Grace Church sent
$5,575.00 for UMCOR Disaster Response USA.

Invitation to Meet
Rev. Christina YoungSeon Kim,
Missionary in Tanzania
Thursday, November 16 , 6 PM
Grace UMC Sanctuary
God’s vision she is pursuing is to construct a Secondary Education School in Tanzania. Completing secondary education is a
great benefit to individuals’ health, employment and earnings
throughout their lives. Only a diploma from a secondary school
qualifies students to apply to technical schools, nursing schools,
a college of education and Bible college in Tanzania. It costs
$350,000 for the construction of the building and the furnishings.
Rev. Kim is in the USA to raise $200,000 in order to start the
construction. In the middle of her busy schedule, she will stop by
to see us.
Rev. Kim graduated from SIUC and accepted God’s calling to
be an ordained pastor some years ago. Come and welcome her.

All information for the November 26 bulletin must be in the church office by Tuesday
morning, November 21. The office will be
closed November 23, and November 24.

November Birthdays
(by date)
1 - Jacob Williams
3 - Cathy Biggs
4 - Audrey Meador
7 - Gabrielle Vineyard
16 - Kierra Langin
18 - Roy Harris
18 - Rosemary Hubenthal
19 - Xavier Berkel
21 - Courtney Stuck
22 - Garrett O’Bryan
23 - Betty J. Smith
23 - Shirley Smith
24 - Kenneth Arthur
25 - Casey Hickman
28 - John Vana
29 - John Burde
30 - Marilyn Hisgen
30 - Tom Upton

11/6
11/22
11/26
11/26

Early December
Birthdays
12/5
12/7
12/8
12/8

Michael Adams
Raetta Blessing
Laura Morthland
Steve Shappard

Mark & Danielle Schultz
Jim & Dorothy Frailey (55 yrs.)
Deon & Linda Egner (54 yrs.)
Randy & Stacy Stark

Grace United Methodist Church
9:00 a.m. Praise and Worship Service
10:10 a.m. Sunday School
11:15 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
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A heartfelt thank you to the members of
Grace Church for your prayers and support
during this past difficult month. I will be
eternally grateful.
Mary Ellen Searcy
The church received thank you letters from Good Samaritan
Ministries for a $250 and a $350 donation to their Soup Kitchen
and a $ 250 donation for their shelter and pantry.
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Thank you for your gift of $100 to the Preachers’ Aid Society
and Benefit Fund (PASBF) in honor of Pastor In-Sook Hwang.
She is most deserving! We appreciate your support, generosity,
and thoughtfulness both to us and her. We give thanks for your
continued witness and ministry to your church, Carbondale, and
beyond.
Your generosity enables PASBF to make a significant difference. One spouse wrote, “PASBF is saving my life!”
In Christ,
Rev. Keith Anderson
Executive Director
PASBF
Dear Congregation,
Thank you so much for your outpouring love and support
through the beautiful cards, flowers, a gift card and donations to
the conference Preachers’ Aid Society in honor of me. I feel so
much love, support and honor. I am very blessed to be your
pastor and partner in the mission of Jesus Christ. God’s abundant love may fill your hearts!
Pastor In-Sook

MEET YOUR MEMBERS IN CHRIST

Meet the Park family! Meungguk ("Call me
Park") and Sunhee are the parents of Amy, Grace, and
Timothy. You may meet this active family while attending the early worship service, Bible studies, helping at events, and greeting people with cheerful smiles in the halls of the
church. Amy and Grace are both committed Christian youth members. Timothy is preschool aged and a frequent nursery attendee at
church.
The Park family has lived in the Carbondale area for 12 years since
Meungguk earned his doctorate degree from Ohio State University. He
teaches kinesiology at SIU. Sunhee is a licensed social worker whose
main important job at present is the family homemaker. Education has
been an important part of both of their lives.
Their busy family life includes sports, such as tennis, swimming, and
running. Amy, in high school, is certified as a lifeguard. Grace participates in cross country and has been on the track team at her school. When
times allow, they enjoy having family movie nights together.
At Grace Church Meungguk and Sunhee have participated in Bible
studies in Sunday class and past Discipleship Bible study. They are willing helpers in the auditorium and the kitchen. Park himself states that he
enjoys helping with janitorial tasks and has helped with church renovation at churches he attended previously. They have both graciously
agreed to work on committees at Grace Church in the coming year. Sunhee especially benefited from the Moms group last spring. They state that
they have felt a spiritual peace and an opportunity to grow in their faith
upon joining the membership at Grace Church.
Meungguk and Sunhee are passionate about Jesus. They would like
people to know that they are saved by Christ, our sin is removed, and that
the Holy Spirit lives inside us. They strive to live a life to be thankful for
everything. Jesus offers unconditional love and is the true source of joy,
hope, and eternal life!
The Parks feel that God led them to joining the congregation at Grace
Church. They appreciate Pastor In-Sook's caring heart and messages of
love. They feel kindness and support in the church members. Meungguk
has been inspired by the youth leadership and the dedication shown by
some of the older members as they clean dishes with a smile and sense of
happiness at serving the church and God. They and their children seek a
foundation in their faith journey and the joy of a servant heart for God.
Greet the Park family with a loving smile and warm greeting as you
see them in church activities!
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Youth Group Highlights:
6 Weeks Study during Sunday School
10:10-11 AM
Starting November 12
Room 12 Pathfinders
Led by Pastor In-Sook

Theme: “Opening Ourselves to Grace”
Introduction
Grace: Maintaining “Holy Tempers”
The Means of Grace
Practice Makes Perfect
Living with Grace
Celebration & Commitment

Congratulations !
Cuty Jung received the 2nd place award at the elementary level
and Emily Jung the 3rd place award at the junior high level at the
Illinois State Music Teacher’s Association competition.

Church Conference Packets
We still have several copies of the October 12, 2017 Church
Conference packets. The packets contain the 2018 budget,
church council and membership cultivation reports and the 2018
Church Roll (list of committee members and chairs). Copies are
available in the church office.

2018 Service and Financial Commitment Cards
If you did not fill out a service commitment or financial commitment card for 2018 you still can. Forms are on the table in the
front foyer.

Questions? Comments? Want to stay connected
or be more involved with the youth? Contact Jaci
Arthur at carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com.
Upcoming Events & Announcements:
~ The youth are collecting new, unused socks (all sizes) and hand warmers for the poor and homeless in our community. Please place them in
the donation bin in the foyer by Sunday, November 5th.
~ Youth Night Out – "Youth Night Out" is November 3rd from 7-9p at
the SIU Student Center. Please note the change in location this
month. We're going bowling! Join us on the first Friday of every
month from 7-9p for food, games, and fun. All 6th-12th graders are
welcome.
~ "The Table" – All 6th-12th graders are invited to join Mike and Jaci
Arthur at their home on the third Sunday of each month for dinner and
fun. This month, we will have an international Thanksgiving dinner.
~ CCHS Lunch – High school students, check your email for more information about lunch opportunities at CCHS. Parents, please sign a
permission slip so both your youth and I may attend these lunches.
~ T-shirts – If you would like a t-shirt with the youth group logo
(Evolv), please contact Jaci with your preferred size(s). T-shirts are $15
each.
~ Wreaths for Sale – Hands of Hope for Grace, the women's group that
meets on Monday evenings, have generously donated several decorative
wreaths to the youth. Proceeds from the wreaths will go toward our
2018 mission trip. Please contact Jaci Arthur if you would like to purchase one.
~ Plans for our 2018 mission trip are underway. We are going to Denver, Colorado June 2nd-8th. Any youth entering 7th grade in 2018
through 2018 high school graduates are welcome. Adult chaperones are
also welcome. Be on the lookout for fundraising opportunities. Contact
Jaci for more information.
~ Check your email, the bulletins, and Grace Notes for more information on volunteer opportunities, including Mission Meals.
~ Do you have any suggestions for discussions, Youth Night Out activities, service projects, or anything else? Let Jaci know!

