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   May 2017  

Grace Notes                      
 News from Grace United Methodist Church 
Carbondale, Illinois               618-457-8785                       

Web site: www.carbondalegrace.org     
E-mail:  carbondalegraceinfo@gmail.com  
 

May 7                         Communion Sunday                                    
   Acts 2: 42-47    

 “The Community of Easter Faith”  
Traditional Worship Service will have special violin music by 

Emily and Cuty Jung. 

 

  The first Sunday is a sharing Sunday.  You are encouraged to 
bring canned  food for food pantry. 

                                                   
May 14                             Mother’s Day 
                                       1 Samuel 1:12-18 
                         “Mother as the Vessel of God’s Love”  

       Six students will be confirmed during the  
        Praise and Worship Service. 

    Traditional Worship Service will have offertory organ music 
      by Judy Little.   

 
May 21                              John 15:1-11 
                                      “Abide in Christ” 
 
May 28                             John 15:12-17 
                                 “Best Friends Forever”      

                         
You are encouraged to invite your family and friends to worship 
services. 
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Dear Friends, 
     As Mother’s Day approaches, I have been thinking of 
my mother who passed away 35 years ago. It was one 
year after I left Korea.  She suffered high blood pressure 
and had strokes a couple of times.  But she always recov-
ered.  She had a strong will to live.  Such a strong resili-
ence and will to live were formed throughout her life.   
     She was born in the northern part of Korea (which be-
came the North of Korea) during Japan’s ruling.  Her fa-
ther didn’t send her to school because she was a girl, but 

she educated herself to read at home.  She married my father, the 
eldest of seven brothers and sisters.  She was called a little wom-
an with big hands because she always cooked plenty food to feed 
the extended family members and hungry neighbors.  She was 
known as a hospitable person.   
     Before the country was divided into two countries, my parents 
fled to the south to avoid the communist government.  They left 
her parents and everything behind them, except a sewing ma-
chine.  She thought they could survive with it.  They settled down 
and made a new home in Seoul, Korea.  Then the Korean War 
broke out and they left everything behind them to flee to the south 
east corner, Pusan.  That was the place as far as they could flee to 
survive.  Pusan is the port city where I was born during that time.  
When the war was over my family moved back to Seoul and start-
ed to make a home as refugees.  They worked very hard and re-
settled in Seoul where I grew up.  She used her sewing machine 
to make extra money to send my brother to a medical school.  He 
became a medical doctor who made my parents very proud.  Fam-
ily, children’s education and faith in God were important to her.   
     Her life was interwoven with the history of Korea.  The na-
tional conflict and tragedy had shaped her as a strong person.  She 
never gave up until the last stroke.  It was six months after my 
family and I left her to come to the USA.  I realize now that she 
died with a broken heart because she missed her granddaughters 
and me.   
     Nowadays I often hear the words:  refugee, immigration, the 
North of Korea.  My heart is aching deeply.  My mother’s story 
may put faces on those words.  It is about people, people’s lives.  

 

In Christ, 
Pastor In-Sook 
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Circle of Friends Potluck 
Tuesday– May 9- Noon 

Bring a dish and join the fellowship. 

GCM Podcast Club! 
 

The website: The God Centered Mom 
The podcast club focus: "Don’t mom alone!" 

The hostess: Laura Morthland 
 
Consider joining me this summer as I share a 
wonderful resource God brought into my life 
over a year ago.  I have been enjoying the spirit filled messages 
of Heather MacFayden’s podcasts in my car on the way home 
from work (and sometimes on the way to work) and it has been 
a sweet, sweet balm to my weary, motherhood & work laden 
soul.  If you are interested in being a part of a six-week study 
based on (yep its true) listening to a 30 to 40 minute podcast 
once a week and getting together to chat about it…then send me 
a note (laura.morthland@gmail.com).  I am still figuring out the 
details of where and when so stay tuned.  In the meantime, head 
over to The God Centered Mom and start listening…there are 
over 170 podcasts and counting to choose from! 

     All women are invited to the Mother’s Day 
Celebration hosted by the United Methodist 
Women on Saturday, May 6 at 6:00 p.m.  Din-
ner will be a potluck – sort of.  If you can and 
would like to bring a dish that would be great, but 
the United Methodist Women will be providing 
food as well.  Please don’t stay home because you 
are unable to bring a dish.   
    A program of beautiful violin music will follow 
the dinner.   

    Invite your female friends and family members.  Young chil-
dren (boys and girls) are welcome to come with mom. 
      

mailto:laura.morthland@gmail.com
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Youth Group Highlights: 
 
Questions?  Comments?  Want to stay 
connected or be more involved with 
the youth?  Contact Jaci Arthur 
at carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com. 
  
Upcoming Events & Announcements: 
~ May 5th  – Youth Night Out – Movie Night at Youth Direc-
tor’s home, 7-9p 
~ June & July – We will not have YNO these months 
~ May 6th – Mother’s Day Dinner – We will help clean up 
~ We will have service projects in May and early June, includ-
ing a trip to St. Francis and working in the community gar-
den.  Details on YNO activities and upcoming service projects 
will go out via email.  Contact carbon-
dalegraceyouth@gmail.com to receive these updates. 
~ Check your email, the bulletins, and Grace Notes for more 
information on volunteer opportunities, including Mission 
Meals. 
~ Do you have any suggestions for discussions, Youth Night 
Out activities, service projects, or anything else?  Let Jaci 
know! 

 
 

 
 

May 21 Mission Meal 

 

     A signup sheet is in the church foyer to help cook, 
serve at Good Samaritan House or clean-up.   
 

    The church council has announced the worship 
times for summer 2017.   
 

JUNE 4 - AUGUST 13 

 

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. 
Combined Worship at 10:30 a.m.  

in the Auditorium 
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 MEET YOUR MEMBERS IN CHRIST 

     Meet Moonchan Bae and Soojin Lee, husband 
and wife!  Soojin explains that Korean women keep 
their family name rather than taking their husband's 
name.  She quotes her father as saying to remember 
who you are and to keep your dignity! 
     Moonchan and Soojin came to Carbondale for a higher educa-
tion.  They have now been here long enough to feel like resi-
dents.  Attending Grace UM Church has meant a change from 
attending a church targeting young college-age persons to a 
church which is more family centered and involving persons in 
other life stages.  Moonchan and Soojin have participated in 
some of the Bible studies and Discipleship studies at our 
church.  They have also generously helped in the last Grace Race 
and provided support in many other church activities and gather-
ings.  They enjoy playing with their cats and taking walks togeth-
er in their leisure time.  Soojin enjoys the arts, music, old build-
ings, and reading the classics, 16th century literature, and philos-
ophy. She has recently been reading the Essays of Michel de 
Montaigne. 
     Soojin believes that her calling would be in comforting, lis-
tening, and encouraging others by sharing with people her life's 
journey with Jesus, her education, and her life experiences.  She 
feels that it is important for people to know that we have a God 
who is very kind, righteous, and all for us, beyond our measures 
and comprehension!  She says, "I think if we were to truly be as-
sured of this, our life would not be too hard and lonely; people 
can live a life with hope."  Moonchan and Soojin have struggled 
with finding activities currently at church that fit in with their 
need and schedules.  Soojin says that attending Grace Church 
helps her to  "see the seasons in life and redirect my attention", 
recognizing that "God's grace covers all the stages of life in 
unique and different but surely beautiful ways." 
     Moonchan and Soojin most often attend the 9:00 A.M. wor-
ship service at church.  Be sure to greet them in the name of Je-
sus when you see them there, at Grace Cafe, or helping out in the 
kitchen area! 
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Mark your calendars for  
Grace Camp 2017:  
Bible Blockbusters! 

July 10th-14th 

 
Kids age 3 through 5th grade are welcome to walk the 

red carpet with Bible stars like Esther and Joseph.  Youth (6th-
12th grade) are encouraged to come help.  And adults, we need 
your help, too!  Contact the church office or Jaci Arthur 
at carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com for more information on 
attending or helping at this year's camp.  Also, if you have any 
of the items listed below, please bring them to the of-
fice.  Check back next month for more items. 
  
Items needed: 
Small, empty water bottles 
Rice 
Shaped beads 
Small objects (people, animals, whales, shells, etc.) 
Clean, gallon milk jugs 
Bean bags 
Small balls 
White fabric 
Small, terra cotta pots 
Paint (for use on plastic or terra cotta pots) 
Seeds 
Paint brushes (bristle or foam all sizes) 
Large garbage bags 
Empty, toilet paper tubes 
Party noise blowers w/ plastic mouthpieces 
Colored duct tape 
Thick, red yarn 
Small plastic or glass jars 
Glue 
Old crayons 
Cheese grater (1, for use on crayons) 
Wax paper 
Iron (x2) 
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Items list continued: 
 

Gold lace 
Silver lace 
Old bowls for paint 
Dowel rods (small enough for a scepter) 
Ribbons 
Tape 
Beads of different shapes & sizes 
Craft rings w/ flat top 
Gold molding clay 
Silver molding clay 
Tooth picks 
Clay glue 
Several pieces of fabric ½ yd. long 
Pins 
Jewels 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Since the church parsonage is now vacant, we need help with 
maintaining the building and grounds.  If you can help with this, 
please talk to one of the church trustees or call the church office.  

Look at the  May “Upper Room”  

 

The May 1 devotion in the May/June “Upper 
Room” devotion booklet was written by  
Young Seon Kim, known to us as Christina 
Kim.  Grace Church supports Christina in her 
missionary work in Tanzania. 
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Children’s Coir Concert      

 

The Southern Illinois Children's Choir 
will present "Voices of Peace" at 4 p.m. 
on Saturday, May 13, at Grace United 
Methodist Church.  Children in Pre-K 
through eighth grade will share their God-

given talents.  This concert is free and all are welcome!  

 

Trivia Night & Silent Auction 

  

The youth and I would like to extend our 
deepest gratitude to all those who donated 
their time, talents, or things for our Trivia 
Night & Silent Auction!  It couldn’t have 
happened without the outpouring of love and 
support you’ve given us.  We hope everyone who attended had 
fun.  Jaci 
 

Children’s Health Kit Project 

 

Thank you to everyone who donated items or money for the 
health kits for disaster relief through UMCOR!  On Sunday, 
April 23rd, the children in Sunday school time assembled four-
teen completed kits to ship to the nearest UMCOR ware-
house.  We had a few items left over, which were bagged up 
and placed in the donations box for Good Samaritan House and 
the Wesley Foundation Pantry.  Praise to God for your dedica-
tion and ministry to those in need! 

    Our heartfelt sympathy is given to Beverly Hal-
lesy on the death of her husband Robert on April 12.  
Mr. Hallesy’s service was held at Grace Church on 
April 15. 
 

     Our heartfelt sympathy is given to Ashlee Dunn 
on the recent death of her grandfather. 

 

9  

       May Birthdays  

          (by date) 

 

       1 -  Amy Park                             
        2 -  Lena Hake              
        9 -  Robyn Dettmar      
      11 -  Marianne Abrahamson 
      11 -  Catherine Hine 
      18 -  Joyce Fligor                 
      11 -  Connie Steudel 
      18 -  Shaleigh Langin 
      19 -  Simon Schurz                           
      20 -  Yurino Kawashima 
      21 -  Sara Schurz 
      30 -  Shirley Bass 
      30 -  Rae Stiff 
       
         

             

                       Grace UMC Mission Statement 

 

"Love God, love people, make disciples of Jesus Christ." 

 Early June 
Birthdays 

 

June 2  Jenny Kirby 
June 4  Wyatt Vale 

 

Grace United Methodist Church 
(through May 28th—see article for Summer Worship times) 

9:00 a.m. Praise and Worship 
 10:10  a.m. Sunday School 

11:15 a.m. Traditional Worship  
  

     Please have articles for the June 2017 Grace 
Notes to the church office by May 22. 

May  2   Orville and Lena Hake  (53 years) 
May 11  Gary and Lynn Nelson 
May 14  Gary and Cindy Hall 
May 22  Bong-Choul and In-Sook Hwang 
May 26  Mike and Karyn Golliher 


