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           Please have articles for the April Grace  
Notes newsletter to the church office by  
March 24.   Thank you. 

March Birthdays 

 

3/4    Timothy Park 
3/5    Lily Morthland 
3/14  Flossie Langin 
3/16  Dylan Edwards 
3/21  Matthias Schurz 
3/22  Sharon Ebersohl 
3/23  Katrin Schurz 
3/23  Monty Smith 
3/24  Gay Biggs 
3/25  Ed Herman 
3/25  Bridget Vale 
3/29  Tommy Adams 
3/30  Jim Frailey 
3/30  Myunghee Kim 
3/30  Danie Williams 

Early April Birthdays 
 

         4/2   Paula Arthur 
         4/7  Jamal Kinchen 

March Anniversaries 
 
March 7    Ryan and Laura Morthland 
March 10  Dave and Ellie Fisher  (54 years)  
 

Grace UMC Mission Statement 
 

"Love God, love people, make disciples of Jesus Christ." 

UMCOR Sunday, also known as “One  
Great Hour of Sharing” falls in the Lenten 
period.  This offering is to cover adminis-
trative expenses, so that all monies given 
for things such as disaster relief are used 
100% for the purpose the funds are given. If 

you would like to donate for this cause, please put UMCOR Sun-
day on the memo line of your check.  

 

   March  2021  

Grace Notes                     
 News from Grace United Methodist Church 
Carbondale, Illinois               618-457-8785  
             Pastor cell:  1-309-224-6420   
      Web site: www.carbondalegrace.org     
  E-mail:  carbondalegraceinfo@gmail.com  

 
Pandemic, politics and conspiracies... the overload of information 
brings fear, division and confusion. We may call that conspiracies, 
disinformation or misrepresentation or what have you. If you 
search Amazon, an online book store, there are over 2000 books on 
the assassination of JFK, and each to its own. That is 6 decades and 
thousands of differing opinions on one incident. I can see that 
Americans are truly creative! 

  
During Jesus' time, there were rumors, and contradicting infor-
mation about Jesus, too. People projected him as Moses, superman, 
or a Nazarene hillbilly. Jesus once warned that "many false proph-
ets will appear and will deceive many people." (Matt. 24:11, NLT) 
During difficult times, desperate people will lean on to any infor-
mation. And people would rather prefer misrepresentation of Jesus, 
than have him as he who really is. So they crucified him. Even to 
the end, people wanted Jesus to come down from the cross, show 
miracles and wow them.  

  
Years later, apostle Paul reminded Christians once more and said, 
"Jews ask for miracles, and Greeks want something that sounds 
wise." (1 Cor. 1:22) In our cultural interpretation, it could mean 
something like this: "we want something that can shoot rockets to 
Mars, treat disease with molecular biology, or craft a make-believe-
story to blame parents for all your problems through psychothera-
py," if Jesus is relevant at all.  Disappointingly, Paul continues, 
"but we preach that Christ was nailed to a cross. Most Jews have 
problems with this, and most Gentiles think it is foolish." (1 Cor. 
1:23) One fact that cannot change even with differing opinions is 
that he died on the cross.  
 

{continued on page 2} 
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SEASON OF LENT 
 
     A variety of different booklets with 
activities and devotions for Lent are avail-
able at the church.  Drop in and find them 
on the big table outside the church of-
fice!   You are welcome to peruse and 
choose for a meaningful time of reflection 
on Christ. 

     The season of Lent is from February 17 (Ash Wednesday) 
through April 3, with Easter arriving on April 4.   

Pastor’s article continued from page 1 
 
Which information about Jesus you have, do you prefer the most? 
Truth does not come from more information and explanation, but 
from your reception and confession. John 1:12 says "all who be-
lieved him and accepted him, he gave the right to become chil-
dren of God." Truth, as was revealed by his followers, is that Je-
sus is the Messiah, the Son of the living God (Matt 16:16), and 
my Lord and my God (John 20:28).  Receiving Christ is accepting 
the truth, and the pathway to peace over fear, harmony over divi-
sion, and clarity over confusion. Jesus said, “truth will set you 
free.” (John 8:32) I want to encourage you to join in our Sunday 
teaching series and choose to be free. 
 
Pastor Rhee 
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Covid19 Vaccine: Jackson County 
Health Department has COVID19 vac-
cine appointments available to extended 
group 1B (Adults with qualifying medi-
cal conditions). One can visit 
www.jchdonline.org or call 618-684-3143 to check availability. 

 

 
      
      During this year of extreme weather and pandemic, there 
have been a couple of church staff members who we appreciate 
for their service to the church family and building. 
 

      Debbie Ditch, our church office manager, has remained dedi-
cated throughout uncertain hours and travel conditions.  Debbie is 
our link to the tasks and officers of the church who keep things 
going.  Because of Debbie, we have a newsletter to keep us in 
touch with the greater activities of the church, even when we can-
not meet in person.  She organizes important reports that are 
needed as communication with the conference, handles mail, and 
helps with payroll.  Debbie often is called upon to help with be-
nevolence to people who come to the church with needs.  She can 
be the first face or voice of the church that people encounter. 
Thank you for your kind dedication to our church and to Christ, 
Debbie!  It's not just an ordinary job for her. 
 

    Meet Brenda Davis!  Brenda, our church custodian, is another 
person who puts her love as well as her muscle into maintaining 
the church facilities.  Brenda has persevered through bad weather 
and health challenges to keep a clean, orderly, and functioning 
church building for us.  Brenda's friendly, willing spirit shows 
her as a church family member, not just a mere staff member.   
 

    Brenda and Debbie, we thank you and we appreciate your 
work and devotion! 
 
Kay Eckiss 
 

http://www.jchdonline.org
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Join Us Live Online: 
 

Worship on Sundays 10:30AM  
&  

Prayer Calls on Thursdays 
10:00AM 

 

To join via… 
 

1) Teleconference Call: Dial in at 425-436-6385, enter access 
code 305542# (* this is a long-distance call. Replay available 
at 11:30AM) 

 

2) Facebook Live video: visit our website at https://
www.facebook.com/CarbondaleGraceUMC/Live 
(You will need a Facebook account to log in. Video will be 
available for a week after the live session has ended.) 

   
     Our deepest sympathy is given to Seung-hee Lee 
on the January 27 death of her father, Tae-Kwan 
Lee, in the Republic of Korea.   
 
Heartfelt sympathy is given to Virgie Parrish on the 
recent death of her nephew, Royce Grey. 

      

Carbondale Warming Center 
 
     “The Carbondale Warming Center was established 

as a nighttime winter shelter.  With the onset of the COVID-19 
epidemic, the shelter has transitioned to a 24-hour shelter and 
remained open to provide a safe place for guests to shelter in 
place.  With the help of several local churches and organizations, 
we serve our guests three meals a day. 
     From December 2019-December 2020 we’ve served over 315 
guests, served over 30,000 meals and found permanent housing 
for 48 people, among them, 3 families with a total of 11 children.  
On an average night there are 30-40 guests staying at the center.” 
    The above paragraphs were in a thank you letter to Grace 
United Methodist Church for the $200 donation given to the Car-
bondale Warming Center in December.       
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March '21 Covid-19 Updates  
@ Grace (Feb. 25, 2021) 

  
As of this note, the Southern Illinois regions remain in Phase 4, 
the pandemic mitigation criteria set by the Illinois Department 
of Health. The situation is extremely fluid, and changing each 
week - by the time you receive this note, some information may 
have changed. As for our church, the Illinois Great Rivers Con-
ference recommendation has not changed. Updates are available 
at: https://www.igrc.org/coronavirus 
  
1.    Can we meet at church? Yes. Churches may gather in-
doors in groups of up to 50 or less, or in larger rooms meet up to 
25% of the room's capacity but not to exceed 100 people in to-
tal. As of this note, we are not allowed to sing inside, and so-
cial distancing and facemasks are required. 
  
2.    How about Sunday worship? Due to many vulnerable 
people in our church, the Church Council has not amended the 
decision to continue to worship online. Follow the "how to 
connect" guideline in the newsletter to join online or via tele-
conference call. 
  
3.    Pray & Connect: Pray for one another, connect via online, 
text message, phone or mail, and contact fellow Christians and 
chat, and do holy conferencing. You cannot delegate being a 
Christian, just as you cannot delegate exercise or eating a meal 
to someone else. "Love one another" is Christ's command.  
  
4.    Attendance Survey: We'd like to hear from you, whether 
you feel safe to worship in person and will attend on site if we 
re-open. You can email me at carbondalegracepas-
tor@gmail.com, call in the church office (and leave a message 
with Debbie for me), or send text message to me at 309-224-
6420 (personal cell). Your input is appreciated for the council to 
discuss whether we should pursue in person worship. 
  
Let's keep praying!  
  
Your brother in Christ, Pastor Rhee 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CarbondaleGraceUMC/Live
https://www.facebook.com/CarbondaleGraceUMC/Live
https://www.igrc.org/coronavirus
mailto:carbondalegracepastor@gmail.com
mailto:carbondalegracepastor@gmail.com
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MaTT Club 
a place for kids and adults to gather with 

friends, old and new, at the table with Jesus  
 

Meet me at The (Computer) Table, 
we’re Zooming with Jesus! 

 
In February we finished the Old Testament books and moved on 
to the New Testament. In our first meeting this month we finished 
learning the books of the Minor Prophets. After that I asked the 
kids what’s the first thing they think of when they think of a mag-
net. Most said pulling two things together (attracting). I reminded 
them that a magnet also can push things away (repel).  Like a 
magnet, Jesus wants us to ‘attract’ healthy friendships (do good 
for others) and ‘repel’ unhealthy friendships (acting in ways that 
Jesus, and their parents, would not approve). The children read 
some scenarios of behaviors and decided whether those represent-
ed healthy friendships that Jesus would want us to attract or not. 
We made refrigerator magnets for our craft. 
 
On Feb 21 we focused on families. Sometimes families get into 
sticky situations. But God’s glue can help us stick together. Each 
child licked a sucker and rubbed the sticky sucker on their hands.  
After picking up a paper napkin they tried to shake the napkin off. 
We talked about whether being sticky was a good thing or a bad 
thing.    
 
We discussed what defines a family and how families are alike 
and different, and how families get into sticky situations.  After 
reviewing the story of Joseph (of the colored coat) we decided 
which actions were sticky situations and which were family stick-
ing together. The kids wrote, on heart shaped sticky notes, ways 
families can stick together and posted them in their binder books. 
 
During craft time we made bird feeders using- what else?- sticky 
maple syrup. 
 
In March we’ll learn about the Letters of Paul, then focus on fami-
lies working together and the fact that Jesus is our best friend.  
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MaTT Club continued 

 

Happy March birthdays to Timothy, Ashleigh and Ms Flossie.  
Zoom-on with Jesus!  
 
Flossie Langin 

 

 

 UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 
      The Grace UM Church group of United Methodist 
Women meets at 1:30 P.M. on the first Monday of 
each month.  The group practices social distancing and 
wears their masks.  All ages of women are welcome to 
participate.  If you are looking for a small group to 
join which strives to support church and local and  

conference missions, they would welcome your ideas and fellowship.  
       A typical meeting opens and closes with prayer.   A brief   
devotion or lesson is shared, meeting minutes are read, and reports 
are given on mail received.  Prayer requests and church members in 
need of TLC are often noted.  The group's Sunshine Officer reports 
on cards and calls sent on behalf of the group to the ill, hospitalized, 
shut-in, or those needing a friendly contact or celebrating a special 
event.   
       The group delivered bags of Advent gifts to shut-ins in the  
church during the Advent season.   The gifts are wrapped by all  
during a November meeting.. 
        Grace UMW is currently discussing safe alternatives to raise 
funds for missions and discussing ways to support church family and  
show Christ's love. 
        The group meets in the large room next to the kitchen.   
Contact Shirley Smith, the present leader, for more information. 
 

 
     Many thanks to my GUMC family.  I would espe-
cially like to say what I hope you know -  I’m much 
more grateful than words can show for the cards and 
flowers I received.    Shirley Smith 


