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   March 2017  

Grace Notes                      
 News from Grace United Methodist Church 

Carbondale, Illinois               618-457-8785                       

Web site: www.carbondalegrace.org     

E-mail:  carbondalegraceinfo@gmail.com  

        Lenten Theme: The Journey to the Holy Mountains 

March 5           Communion Sunday  / First Sunday in Lent                                    
    Genesis 22:1-14    

     “Mount of Moriah”  

Special violin music by Emily and Cuty Jung for the late service 

 

  The first Sunday is a sharing Sunday.  You are encouraged to 

bring canned food for the food pantry. 
                                                   
March  12                   Second Sunday in Lent 

                                            Exodus 19:16-25  

                     “Mount of Sinai” 

                                                        

March 19                      Third Sunday in Lent   
                                             1 Kings 8:1-13 

                                “Mount of Zion” 

 

March 26                     Fourth Sunday in Lent                     
                                           1 Kings 18:20-40   

                                         “Mount of Carmel” 

 
You are encouraged to invite your family and friends to worship 

services. 
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Dear Friends, 

  

 Greetings in Jesus Christ!  When I came back from my 

vacation, I was welcomed and greeted by beautiful blooming 

flowers.  Flowers are singing and shouting, “Spring is here!”  

Soon people will go out to work on their flower gardens or 

vegetable gardens.  Our farmers will be ready to plant seeds.  

The first step will be to work on the condition of soils that have 

been hardened by cold weather and covered by dead leaves and 

broken branches during winter season.   

 Lent, spiritual spring season, is here.  It’s the season to prepare 

our hearts and our lives to celebrate Easter, the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ.  Lent is a very meaningful season to Christians.  It’s forty days 

before Easter, excluding Sundays, beginning with Ash Wednesday.  

Forty days are associated with forty days when Jesus was sent into the 

wilderness by the Spirit (Matthew 4:1-11).  He fasted and prayed for 

forty days, before he started his ministry.   

 Lent is the season when we are called to work on our hearts and 

lives which have been filled with so many things to distract us from 

living Christ-like life.  We are called to return to God and to refocus on 

following Jesus Christ, who is the way, the truth and the life.  It is the 

season when we are intentional to deepen our relationships with Jesus 

Christ and other people.   

 It might take two processes.  One is to take out distractions and 

obstacles through fasting and the other is to add nurturing elements.  

We could fast from some food such as sweet things, caffeine, fattening 

foods.  Or we could fast from some entertainments, bad habits, TV pro-

grams.  As we do fast from those things we can create time and space, 

as well as energy and money, to do good things.  We find time to pray, 

to read the scripture and to do good things for other people.   

 Our church has provided the daily prayer list, the daily devo-

tional booklet, Lenten group study, and special worship services in ad-

dition to regular worship services on Sunday mornings.  There are sev-

eral missional opportunities such as visiting nursing homes, writing a 

card to the sick, helping the youth ministry and serving Mission Meals. 

Volunteer one or two hours a week at a local shelter.  Spend some time 

with our newcomers.  Have a conversation with an international student.   

Have lunch with a lonely person.  If you are willing to give your time to 

a meaningful mission, let me know.    

 We are living in the midst of so much despair, hatred, anger 

and fear.  People are looking for light, love and life.  We are the people 

who carry the seeds of the good news.  Let’s plant the seeds of hope 

during this Lenten season.  

 In Christ, Pastor In-Sook 
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     Don't forget donations for the Disaster Relief Health Kits, as 

listed in last month's newsletter!  The children's ministry will 

begin collecting items this month.  Collection boxes will be 

placed in the front lobby and outside the children's area.  We 

will collect items through Easter.  Extra lists of items will be 

available by the collection boxes if you missed last month's 

newsletter!  Help us help those in need. 

Lenten Study led by Pastor In-Sook 

 

Thursdays from March 9, 

7-8:30 pm for 8 weeks 

 

The Topic: The Way of Forgiveness 

(Companions in Christ:  

A Small Group Experience in  

Spiritual Formation) 

 

                                   Participant’s Book: $12 
 

 Week 1   Living in God’s Blessing 

 Week 2   Releasing Shame and Guilt  

 Week 3   Facing Our Anger 

 Week 4   Transforming Anger 

 Week 5   Receiving God’s Forgiveness 

 Week 6   Forgiving Others 

 Week 7   Seeking Reconciliation 

 Week 8   Becoming the Beloved Community 

 

CHILDREN’S  

Mission Project 
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MEET  

YOUR MEMBERS IN CHRIST 

 

     This is hopefully the first article in a series 

to help us get to know new and old members 

at Grace UM Church. 

     Meet Ludine Chamness!  Ludine is one of the people who 

has been a member of the church for the longest number of 

years.  You will often see Ludine sitting in Grace Cafe on Sun-

day mornings while she waits for Sunday classes to begin.  She 

most often attends the 11:15 A.M. worship service. 

     Ludine was born in the Carbondale area and has lived here 

most of her life, except for two years in Alton, Illinois, where 

she began working as a Western Union Telegrapher in her early 

adult life.  She also worked many years as a school principal's 

secretary before her retirement.  Ludine has a married son, Gary 

Chamness (married to Holly), and a married daughter, Sue Ellen 

(married to Sid in Texas).  She has five grand-children and four 

great-grandchildren.    Her favorite hobbies are gardening, work-

ing with flowers, reading, and working puzzles.  Her family en-

joys having family dinners together. 

     Ludine believes that it is important to become a Christian and 

to live a life in the way that Christ would want you to live.  She 

is active in the United Methodist Women and her adult Sunday 

school class, The Good Samaritan Class.  During her many years 

at Grace Church, she has served in many other leadership roles, 

including membership secretary and administrative 

boards.  Ludine feels that everything that happens at church is 

meaningful to her life because Grace Church "is my second 

home".  Greet her in the name of Jesus next Sunday! 

 

Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 12.  

Turn your clocks forward 1 hour before going to 

bed Saturday, March 11. 
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Youth Group  

Highlights 

 
 

Questions?  Comments?  Want to stay 

connected or be more involved with 

the youth?   

 

Contact Jaci  Arthur at  

carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com. 

  

Upcoming Events & Announcements: 

 

~ Five of our junior and senior high youth will be traveling to 

Idaho this summer for their mission trip!  Amy Park is heading 

up our fundraising efforts, and we need to raise about 

$8,000.  We're also looking for another adult, 25 or older, 

to chaperone on this trip.  If you'd like to help out in any way, 

please contact Jaci at 

at carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com ASAP.  

 

~ March 3rd  – Youth Night Out – Game Night at Grace, 7-9p 

~ April 7th  – Youth Night Out – TBD, 7-9p 

 

~ Check your email, the bulletins, and Grace Notes for more 

information on volunteer opportunities, including Mission 

Meals. 

 

~ Do you have any suggestions for discussions, Youth Night 

Out activities, service projects, or anything else?  Let Jaci 

know! 

  

Senior High Sunday School: 

February 26th – New video series "Crazy Love: Stop Praying" 

March 5th – "Crazy Love: You Might Not Finish This Chapter" 

March 12th – "Crazy Love: Crazy Love" 

March 19th – "Crazy Love: Profile of the Lukewarm" 

March 26th – "Crazy Love: Serving Leftovers to a Holy God" 

April 2nd – "Crazy Love: When You're in Love" 

April 9th – "Crazy Love: Your Best Life... Later" 

April 16th – "Crazy Love: Profile of the Obsessed" 

mailto:carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com
mailto:carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com
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Circle of Friends Potluck 
Tuesday– March 14- Noon 

Bring a dish and join the fellowship. 

Mission Meals 

Sunday, March 26 

 

     Cooking at our church kitchen  1:00 p.m. 

Serving the meal at the Good Samaritan House  5-7 p.m. 

 

WHAT’S COOKIN’??? 

 

     Grace Church has a reputation for putting together 

some fine meals…some for bereavement dinners, 

some for fund raisers, and some for the fellowship of 

members.  Over the years we’ve been asked for reci-

pes for many different dishes and we’ve provided 

them to individuals who ask, if we have them.   

     The UMW have decided it’s time to put together a new cook-

book (with many of the old recipes).  We will be gathering your 

favorites and putting them into a book that will be sold as a fund 

raiser, either for missions or where ever there seems to be a need..  

Many of the dishes have been prepared by the guys as well as the 

girls, so we hope you guys will join us in the endeavor.   

     If you have a favorite recipe, would you please email it to 

Marilyn Hisgen (b.mhisgen@live.com) or Joyce Fligor 

(jsfcpa@mchsi.com).  We would like to gather the materials by 

mid-March so we can start putting it together. If you don’t do 

email, just type it up and drop it by the church office! 

  PS:  Since we get lots of request for recipes when we do be-

reavement meals, we’re planning to highlight those dishes each of 

you prepare every time! 

Our condolences to Sandy Monahan on the recent 

death of her step-daughter, Rebecca Monahan.   
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     Please have articles for the April 2017 Grace 

Notes to the church office by March 24. 

Anyone 2nd grade or older that is interested in playing 

handbells, contact Jaci Arthur at jacimcdole@gmail.com 

for more information on our three bell choirs. 

 

     If anyone is interested in working on stage or 

behind the scenes with the Grace Players, please 

contact Jaci Arthur at 

GUMC.Grace.Players@gmail.com.   

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday Worship Service 
April 13 at 7:00 p.m.   

Communion service 

 

Good Friday Worship Service 
April 14 at 7:00 p.m.  

at Bethel AME Church  

 

Carbondale First UMC, Bethel AME Church and Grace UMC 

will join to worship together.  

 

Combined Easter SonRise Service:  7:45 a.m. 
Rev. Bong Choul will preach. 

 

Breakfast 8:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 
 

Combined Easter Worship Service:  10:30 a.m. 
Pastor In-Sook will preach  

Special Music 

You are encouraged to invite family and friends!! 

mailto:jacimcdole@gmail.com
mailto:GUMC.Grace.Players@gmail.com
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SWEETHEART BANQUET 

 

     The United Methodist Men's group spon-

sored a Sweetheart Banquet at the church on 

Saturday night, February 18th.  Good fellow-

ship and a catered meal were enjoyed by 

about twenty people.  The menu included salad, roasted beef, 

scalloped potatoes, and chocolate cake.  Rave reviews were 

given to the entertainment, which was provided by Alessandra 

Odazaki Aly Rodriquez on keyboard  with Andrew Hudson as 

vocalist!  Thank you to the men's group who organized and took 

leadership to provide this joyful event. 

     The family of Martha Fly thanks all those who 

prepared and served the food for her funeral dinner. 

 

     Thank you so much for the care I received when 

I broke my leg.  The prayers, flowers, food really 

helped me at a time I need it. 

     Also, thank you for the bereavement dinner when my step-

daughter, Rebecca, passed away.  Your thoughtfulness will not be 

forgotten. 

Scott Lockart and Sandy Monahan 

 

     Thank you very much for the donation of $160.  We gratefully 

acknowledge receipt of your check designated for the spring mis-

sion trip.   

    We appreciate your support and prayers very much.  God bless 

you. 

Wesley Foundation 

 

     There is not enough words to thank you all for thinking 

enough of me to send money for medical expenses.  I don’t know 

what to say but it’s nice to know people who care.  I know every-

one is glad I’m back and I’m glad work is waiting on me.  It al-

ways nice to be needed.  

     Thanks to everyone who sent food—cards—gifts.  Thanks to 

you all for prayers. 

Brenda Davis 
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       March Birthdays  

          (by date) 

 

       3 -  Timothy Park                             

        5 -  Lily Morthland              

        6 -  Mu-Son Cates      

        6 -  Tim Crosby 

        8 -  Ron Hickman 

      16 -  Dylan Edwards                 

      18 -  Ruth Brooks 

      21 -  Matthias Schurz 

      22 -  Sharon Ebersohl                           

      22 -  Elizabeth Shappard 

      23 -  Katrin Schurz 

      23 -  Monty Smith 

      24 -  Gay Biggs 

      25 -  Ed Herman 

      25 -  Bridget Vale 

      28 -  Margaret Wheeler 

      29 -  Tommy Adams 

      30 -  Danie Dawson  

      30 -  Jim Frailey    

      30 -  Myunghee Kim      

 

         

             

       

Grace UMC Mission Statement 

 

"Love God, love people, make disciples of Jesus Christ." 

 Early April 

Birthdays 

 

4/2  Paula Arthur 

4/2  Joel Kirby 

4/8  Louis Dunn 

4/8  Ruby Dunn 

 

Grace United Methodist Church 

9:00 a.m. Praise and Worship 

 10:10  a.m. Sunday School 

11:15 a.m. Traditional Worship  

 

March 7 - Ryan and Laura Morthland 


