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   June 2017  

Grace Notes                      
 News from Grace United Methodist Church 

Carbondale, Illinois               618-457-8785                       

Web site: www.carbondalegrace.org     

E-mail:  carbondalegraceinfo@gmail.com  

One Worship Service at 10:30 A.M.  

in the auditorium during summer! 

 

June 4         Communion Sunday/ Pentecost                                  
   Acts 2: 1-13    

   “Empowered by the Contagious Spirit”  

 

  The first Sunday is a sharing Sunday.  You are  

encouraged to bring canned  food for food pantry. 

                                                   

June 11                2 Corinthians 13:5-10  

                              “Examine Yourself”  

        

June 18                       Father’s Day 

                                 Romans 4:16-19  

                             “Faith as Trusting” 

 

June 25                   Matthew 4:18-22   

                            “Faith as Following”      

 

You are encouraged to invite your family and friends to 

worship services. 
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Dear Friends,  
 

Change is a part of life:  changes of seasons, aging, rela-

tionships and life circumstances.  A couple of families are 

moving this summer.  Some families are sending off their 

children to a college in another state.  Someone has to 

learn how  to walk with a walker.  Someone has to give 

up driving, learning how to accept help from others.  

Someone learns how to live without a lifelong companion. 

Change is hard even though it is a part of life.   

 

Our initial response to change is reluctance, because change 

causes some fear of unknown, uneasiness of being out of our 

comfort zone.  We might  face resistance and barriers to change 

with negative remarks and hurtful behaviors.  They are natural 

human responses to change.  But we know we have a different 

choice how to respond to change.  That’s a positive response 

which will bring growth and expansion. 

 

We are going to have one worship service at 10:30 A.M. in the 

auditorium during this summer.  I would like to invite you to set 

aside our initial negative responses and to focus on some positive 

aspects.  This one service will bring more energy and synergy 

with more people in one place.  It will give us more opportunities 

of inter-generational interactions between children and older peo-

ple.  It will provide learning experiences about one another who 

has different preferences on worship components and different 

perspectives on life issues. 

 

Living by change requires openness, respect and acceptance.  Let 

us encourage each another to focus on building up the living body 

of Christ.  Let us see the common ground in the midst of differ-

ences.  Introduce yourself first if you meet someone whose name 

is unknown to you.  Make new friends and cherish old friends 

during this summer.   
 

  In Christ, 

  Pastor In-Sook 
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               JUNE 4 - AUGUST 13, 2017 

 

9:30 a.m. Youth & Adult Sunday School 

(see above article) 

One Worship Service at 10:30 a.m.  

in the Auditorium 

SUMMER SUNDAY 

SCHOOL ALERT! 

     Beginning on June 4th, Sunday 

school classes will meet as follows: 

   

9:30-10:15 A.M.   

Junior high through Adult classes 

Children younger than 7th grade will not have class at 9:30. 

     For the summer we will have children's church instead of 

the 9:30 class for the younger children. 

     Children can attend the worship service at 10:30 A.M. with 

their parents. After the children's sermon, children K- 6th grade 

who wish to participate will be led to the children's area for a les-

son, activities, and simple snack.  Parents may pick up their chil-

dren in the children's area at the conclusion of the worship ser-

vice. 

     Leaders for children's church activities will be Flossie Langin, 

Laura Morthland, Muengguk and Sunhee Park, and Kay Eckiss.  

     The nursery will be available during both the 9:30 and 10:30 

hours. 

     If you have an activity, an object lesson, or an artistic or musi-

cal skill which you would like to share with the children, we 

would be delighted to include you as a guest during one of our 

Sunday sessions!  Please contact Kay Eckiss at reck-

iss@gmail.com.  

mailto:reckiss@gmail.com
mailto:reckiss@gmail.com
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Circle of Friends Potluck 
Tuesday– June 13- Noon 

Bring a dish and join the fellowship. 

June 25 Mission Meal 

 

     A signup sheet is in the church foyer to help cook, 

serve at Good Samaritan House or clean-up.   

This Able Veteran  

Selected for  

Father’s Day Remembrances 

 
  You may honor or remember your father 

by listing them in an insert for the Father’s 

Day bulletin.  If you wish, you may make a 

donation to This Able Veteran (see follow-

ing paragraph).  A table will be set up in the foyer June 4 and 11 

for you to list your father and make a donation. 

 

   This Able Veteran is a local organization that offers a Trauma 

Resiliency Program that helps veterans suffering from PTSD by 

training and matching service dogs uniquely for their individual 

situations.  We have helped veterans nationwide.  We currently 

have dogs that have been receiving their training and will meet 

their veterans later this summer.  Seeing what this program does 

is beyond amazing.  We are strictly on donations and the entire 

program is at no cost to the veterans.  If we can answer any ques-

tions or help you get in contact with This Able Veteran  please let 

us know and thank you again for honoring them with your gifts. 

Donna Stoodley and Cleta Shirley 
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MEET YOUR MEMBERS IN CHRIST 

     Meet Mary Ellen Searcy!  Mary Ellen has been a 

member of Grace UM Church since October 1941!  She 

says that this is a condensed version of her life since she 

is a person of condensed size!  You are welcome to talk 

to her on Sunday mornings and find out more about her. 

     Mary Ellen grew up near Crossville and Carmi, Illinois.  She was 

raised by her grandmother, who had six boys and two girls to 

raise.  They lived on a farm.  Mary Ellen always dreamed of being a 

good mother, wife, and housekeeper, but, nevertheless, received a schol-

arship to attend a teaching college.  At that time SIU was known as 

SINU and began as a teaching college.  She now has three adult chil-

dren, a son and two daughters, several grandchildren, and great-

grandchildren. 

     Mary Ellen came to Carbondale for college in the late 1930's.  Her 

uncle, James T. Bryant, was the pastor at Grace Methodist Church, 

where she began to attend.  She met her late husband Marion, who was 

also attending Grace Church at the time.  Their first encounter was at-

tending a youth meeting together.  When U.S. involvement in World 

War II began, Mary Ellen was called away from college to go back to 

her home town to finish the school year as a teacher for the one who had 

been called to serve in the war.  Marion also left to join the army in the 

war effort. 

     Mary Ellen's hobbies include reading for pleasure, sewing, and quilt-

ing, especially quilting with appliques.  She still enjoys being a good 

housekeeper.  You will usually find her to be one of the first to volunteer 

to help when a dinner or meal is needed at church.  She has attended 

Sunday school classes, which have included a college class, couples 

class, the Working Wesleyans, and the current Good Samaritan 

class.  She is yet an active member of the United Methodist Women's 

group and has been a member since the group began. 

     Mrs. Searcy would like people to know about the saving grace of Je-

sus, and that all are considered worthy of it by Him.  God is like a parent 

who loves and forgives.  She feels that at Grace UM Church, whenever 

anyone has a problem, it has been her experience that someone will al-

ways be there to support you and see you through the hard times--"even 

when you do things that you shouldn't," she says.  As someone who feels 

that she should be able to do things on her own, Mary Ellen is over-

whelmed by and appreciative of the many offers of help that she of-

ten  receives!  



 

6 

       

  Clara Bowie passed away on April 26.  A 

memorial service was held for her at Grace 

UMC on May 20. Our sincere sympathy is 

given to her family. 

 

     Our heartfelt sympathy is given Katie Hine on the recent 

death of her husband Silas. 

 

 

 

 

High School:  Shaleigh Langin, Will Meador, Elizabeth Schultz 

 

College:  Adrian Rochelle, Brynn Scozzari, Andrew Hudson  

(Masters Degree) Alessandra Odazaki (Masters Degree) 

Baptisms and Confirmation Sunday 

 

     During the Praise and Worship Service on May 14 we were 

blessed  to receive six  new members through confirmation and 

celebrated 3 baptisms.  

 

Confirmation:  Emily Jung, Kierra Langin,  

Seung-Joo Moon, Amy Park, Grace Park, 

Katie Schultz 

 

Infant and Child Baptisms:  Xavier Micah Berkel, 

and Alivia Monique Berkel, son and daughter of 

Megen Berkel 

Adult Baptism:  Seung-Joo Moon 
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       June Birthdays  

          (by date) 

 

       2 -  Jenny Kirby                             

        4 -  Wyatt Vale              

      12 -  Donna Blache      

      16 -  Ray Forby 

      17 -  Kathy Vineyard 

      19 -  Brianna Upton                 

      21 -  Jonathan Morthland 

      23 -  Alice Berry 

      23 -  Stacy Stark                           

      24 -  Phyllis Fisher 

      27 -  Katie Schultz 

      29 -  Kelly Arthur 

      29 -  Song Kang 

       

         

             

       

 Early July Birthdays 
7/1  Charlie Sanders 

7/3  Lisa Upton 

7/5  Megan Devenport 

7/6  Bobbie Gerrish 

7/6  Herb Russell 

 

Grace United Methodist Church 

Summer Worship Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.  One Worship Service 

     Please have articles for the July 2017 Grace 

Notes to the church office by June 19. 

June 7   George & Kathy Vineyard 

June 10  Ron & Kay Eckiss 

June 10  Kenny & Phyllis Fisher 

June 14  Nathan & Rachel Harness 

June 18  Lonnie & Jill Escue 

June 20  Steve & Donna Blache 

June 29  Keith & Rae Stiff 
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     Grace UMC Mission Statement 

 

"Love God, love people, make disciples of Jesus Christ." 

 

     Special congratulations to the 

Southern Illinois Children's Choir 

for earning "Gold" at their perform-

ance in the WorldStrides St. Louis 

Festival on April 22.  SICC, with 

students in second through eighth 

grade this semester, was the only choir to earn Gold.  All other 

musicians were high school level.  Also, the children earned the 

"Outstanding Choral Group St. Louis 2017."  SICC was the 

only choir to receive an invitation to perform in a 2018 World-

Strides “National Festival of Gold”.  Laney Wagner, an eighth 

grader from Carterville, earned the "Maestro Award" for out-

standing singing.  Michael Arthur and Alice Berry are so 

blessed to be able to share in the success of our talented young 

 

GCM Podcast Club! 
 

The website: The God Centered Mom 

The podcast club focus: "Don’t mom alone!" 

The hostess: Laura Morthland 

 

Consider joining me this summer as I share a wonderful resource 

God brought into my life over a year ago.  I have been enjoying 

the spirit filled messages of Heather MacFayden’s podcasts in my 

car on the way home from work (and sometimes on the way to 

work) and it has been a sweet, sweet balm to my weary, mother-

hood & work laden soul.  If you are interested in being a part of a 

six-week study based on (yep its true) listening to a 30 to 40 min-

ute podcast once a week and getting together to chat about it…

then send me a note (laura.morthland@gmail.com).  I am still fig-

uring out the details of where and when so stay tuned.  In the 

meantime, head over to The God Centered Mom and start listen-

ing…there are over 170 podcasts and counting to choose from! 
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I feel sooo  blessed for all my church fam-

ily, the flowers, the prayers, phone calls, 

and cards.  Especially your thoughtfulness.   

Bobbie Gerrish 

 

Thank you very much for the donation of $500 designated for 

the ministries of the Wesley Foundation.  Your gift will cer-

tainly benefit students through continued ministry and programs.  

We appreciate your support and prayers very much. 

David R. Cole, Office Manger 

Wesley Foundation 

 

The Southern Illinois Children’s Choir expresses sincere appre-

ciation to Grace UMC for hosting the “Voices for Peace” con-

cert on May 13.  Opening your hearts and doors to these chil-

dren, their families and friends demonstrates your love for one 

and all.  We send our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who made 

this event possible, especially to Michael and Jaci, Ryan, Virgie, 

Punit and Natalie, Gregory, and Debbie.  We thank Gita, Kenny, 

Lily and Jonathan for sharing their talents!  Thank you, Pastor In

-Sook and Bong-Choul, for your support in this effort.  

Alice Berry 

Grace United Methodist Women 
 

A Mother’s Day Dinner was held May 6 at the 

church and a group of forty-five women and 

their family and friends enjoyed a delicious 

potluck together.  After the dinner, entertainment was provided by 

Emily and Cuty Jung, accompanied by their mother, Dr. Lee.  

They played several musical selections on their violins, and this 

was enjoyed by all. 

 

A total of $870 in donations was given in honor of Mother’s Day.  

The funds will be sent to the United Methodist Children’s Home 

in Mt. Vernon. 

mailto:laura.morthland@gmail.com
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2017 

Confirmation 

Class 

Mother’s Day Celebration  

Dinner (above and below) 

Berkel Family with Pastor In-

Sook.  Baby Xavier and 4 year 

old Alivia were baptized.   

Farewell to 

our pianist 

Alessandra 

(far left in 

photo.). 
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Confirmation Testimony 

    During this faith journey of confirming to 

accept God’s invitation to be guided through 

my life I am very thankful to the mentors and 

Pastor In-Sook for leading us through this process, and my par-

ents for supporting me. We learned about living life to the full-

est, who Jesus is, how to have faith, God’s guidance, the Holy 

Spirit, healing, and more. I have learned that God has a purpose 

for everything, how important it is to read the Bible, and stories 

that was shared that defined miracles. The Alpha course taught 

me that God really cares about me and my life and loves me. 

Honestly, I thought of church almost like school. For me, church 

was something I just had to do because my parents made me go. 

I felt like I already knew everything. The stories of Goliath and 

David, or the story of the feeding of 5,000. However, I realized 

it’s so much more than that. These videos were very helpful and 

Pastor In- Sook explained about each lesson and answered our 

questions. Now I know that church is a place where you can 

make lifelong relationships, worship God, and so much more. 

During the sessions, I learned that being a Christian is so much 

more than just attending church every Sunday. Being a Christian 

is giving Jesus everything, all your faith, life to God, and you 

enter a relationship with God through Jesus. When I was young, 

I generally thought Jesus was just person that did miraculous 

things. As I grew up and learned more about him, I think I was 

really amazed. Through the lessons, prayers, and reading the Bi-

ble with my family, I think I will soon start a relationship with 

Jesus soon. But for now, I haven’t found a relationship yet and I 

will continue striving to do so. In doing so, I would like to thank 

my parents. They were the first ones to teach me how important 

Jesus is and they taught me how to be a faithful servant. I re-

member all the difficult times I had in my life so far, and almost 

every time something saddening, frustrating, or joyous time I’ve 

had, I almost always prayed to God first. The confirmation 

classes has brought me closer to Jesus Christ because I learned 

so much more about faith, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the Bible, and 

how much God really loves me and cares for me. 

Grace Park 


