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   April 2017  

Grace Notes                      
 News from Grace United Methodist Church 

Carbondale, Illinois               618-457-8785                       

Web site: www.carbondalegrace.org     

E-mail:  carbondalegraceinfo@gmail.com  

April 2     Communion Sunday  / Fifth  Sunday in Lent                                    
   Matthew 26:36-46    

   “Mount of Olives” 

Traditional Worship:  Special Violin Music by 

     Emily and Cuty Jung  
 

  The first Sunday is sharing Sunday.  You are encouraged to 

bring canned food for food pantry. 
                                                   
April 9                         Palm/Passion Sunday 

Traditional Worship:  Choir Cantata, “Love So Amazing” 

                                                        

April 16                            Easter Sunday    
                           Combined Worship at 10:30 AM  

                 Mark 16:1-8,   “ Easter Surprises” 

 

April 23                             John 20:19-23 

                             “The Gifts of the Risen Christ”      

   Traditional Worship:  Offertory Organ Music by Judy Little            

                                           

April 30                            Luke 24:13-35 

                             “A Stranger on Emmaus Walk” 

          Praise and Worship:  Baby Baptism of Xavier Berkel  

 
You are encouraged to invite your family and friends to worship 

services. 
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Dear Friends, 

     Greetings in Jesus Christ!  It’s a beautiful and hopeful 

season—spring and Easter!  We can see growing, green 

grasses on yards and hills as well as new leaves and flower 

buds on branches of trees. Many signs of new life are evi-

dent in nature.  Yet I can see some areas that are covered 

with dead leaves, spiky gum balls and piled up with broken 

sticks.    Those areas don’t show any signs of new grasses and any 

new life.  Even warm sunshine and pouring down rain couldn’t 

make them grow.  This reminds me of the words of Henri Nouwen:  

“When the soil is not plowed the rain cannot reach the seeds; when 

the leaves are not raked away the sun cannot nurture the hidden 

plants.  So also, when our memories remain covered with fear, 

anxiety, or suspicion the word of God cannot bear fruits.”   

The life-giving messages of Jesus Christ—his sacrifice and resur-

rection—have been proclaimed.  The good news of Jesus Christ 

has been spread out.  But they cannot be rooted in hearts that are 

covered with dead leaves; resentment, anger, fear, hatred, and de-

spair.  They need to be raked out one by one.  It takes time and in-

tentional efforts through prayers and scripture reading as well as 

conversations with trusting friends. 

Easter season is coming.  I can see some Easter decorations in 

homes and stores.  Some people try to be ready for Easter with 

new dresses and Easter baskets for children.  Easter season invites 

us to prepare our hearts to welcome the living spirit of the Risen 

Christ.   Jesus Christ is offering to us peace and joy that the world 

cannot give to us.  New life begins with our encounter with the 

Risen Christ.   

If you know anyone who needs Jesus Christ in his/her life, Easter 

is a wonderful opportunity to invite that person to worship services.   

In Christ, Pastor In-Sook 
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April 9               Palm/Passion Sunday  

 

April 13       Maundy Thursday Service   7:00 p.m. 

Communion 

 

April 14                Good Friday Service   
Combined worship with First UMC, Bethel AME  

and Grace UMC 

 7:00 p.m.  at Bethel AME Church 
   316 E. Jackson Street, Carbondale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 16        7:45 a.m.  SonRise Service 

 

8:30 a.m.  Breakfast 

 

9:15 a.m.  Sunday School 

 

10:30 a.m.  Combined Easter Worship 
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Circle of Friends Potluck 
Tuesday– April 11- Noon 

Bring a dish and join the fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER FUN 

      On April 16th, Easter Sunday, at 9:15 a.m. (following the 

special breakfast) ALL children are invited to meet at in the 

children's area for an "Eggstraordinary Hunt for Jesus".  Babies 

and toddlers are welcome with their parents, also.  After all 

have gathered, we will set off on a trail of clues and travel 

around the church to find treasures about Jesus and some egg-

stra treats.  Children's Sunday school teachers will have snacks 

and Easter items to share in the children's area at the conclusion 

of our journey! 

 

Bring Disaster Relief Items Through Easter 
 

     Don't forget to bring an item or items to donate for the UM-

COR Health Kits.  Grace children will assemble the kits on the 

Sunday following Easter.  Lists of items needed are in the 

church lobby and on the donation boxes in the lobby and at the 

children's area.  Thank you for contributing to those in 

need!  Remember Matthew 25:40! 

CHILDREN’S  

NEWS 
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Youth Group Highlights: 
 

Questions?  Comments?  Want to stay 

connected or be more involved with the 

youth?  Contact Jaci Arthur 

at carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com. 

  

Upcoming Events & Announcements: 

~ April 7th  – Youth Night Out – TBD, 7-9p 

~ May 5th  – Youth Night Out – TBD, 7-9p 

~ Details on YNO activities and upcoming service projects will 

go out via email.  Contact carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com to 

receive these updates. 

~ Check your email, the bulletins, and Grace Notes for more 

information on volunteer opportunities, including Mission 

Meals. 

~ Do you have any suggestions for discussions, Youth Night 

Out activities, service projects, or anything else?  Let Jaci 

CALLING ALL CHILDREN 

AND YOUTH 

     You are wanted to lead a Palm Sunday 

processional in the April 9th worship ser-

vice at 11:15 a.m.  We will equip you with 

palms to wave to celebrate the beginning 

of Holy Week and Jesus' arrival in Jerusa-

lem.  If your family attends the 9:30 a.m. service, we just ask that 

you help with the processional near the beginning of the 11:15 

service, rather than staying again for the whole second service.  

 

Your help is needed!   Please gather in the children's area 11:00-

11:15 if you are willing to help and to give a little extra time to 

make our worship service a special one. 

mailto:carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com
mailto:carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com
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       Youth Mission Trip News 

 

     So far we've raised almost $3,000 for our 

trip!  We'd like to extend a huge thank you to all 

those who have contributed!!! 

    We still need to raise at least $5,000.  Any-

thing you can contribute is greatly appreciated.   

You can donate directly to the church, specifying that it is for the 

youth mission trip, or you can visit our GoFundMe page to donate 

online. 

      

Mission Trip Fundraising Events! 
 

    The youth are planning a TRIVIA NIGHT 

& SILENT AUCTION.  If you'd like to help 

with food, planning, or donating your time, 

talents, or an item for our silent auction, please 

contact Jaci Arthur at carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com.  Possi-

ble silent auction items can include anything from a homemade 

dinner for six to blankets, gift cards, a basket of cookies, a book, 

a day of yard work, and more.  Get creative and give however you 

can to help our youth! 

 

 

 

 

     Congratulations to our Pastor In-Sook, who 

was chosen as one of the "Trailblazing Women in 

Labor and Business" for a Women's History 

Month Celebration.  Pastor In-Sook was honored 

at a luncheon at John A. Logan College last 

month on March 22 at the college conference 

center.  When you see Pastor In-Sook, please ask 

her about her award and experience!  
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Your 2016 

Mission Dollars at work! 
 

In 2016 GUMC contributed a total of 

$30,095.65 to various organizations. These monies came from 

donations and various fund raisers. 

 

The following is a list of the organizations we supported, and the 

amount that went to each: 

 

Africa University ($1,155); Benevolence ($4,150.98); Blankets--

mission meals ($240); Carbondale Boys & Girls Club ($1,000; 

Carbondale Women's Center ($1,425); Cunningham Children's 

Home ($200); Disaster Relief-IGR Conference ($1,215); IGRC-

Easter Offering ($700); Fasa ($5,464.50); Feed My Sheep 

($1,550); Good Samaritan ($1,545.18); Habitat for Humanity 

($100); Jesus es el Senor ($700); Lessie Bates Davis Neighbor-

hood House ($200); Liberian Pastor Ministries ($350); Little 

Grassy Camp ($500); Marine Corps League Auxiliary ($790); 

Marion Medical Missions ($1,000); Midwest Dist. Center Flood 

Buckets ($840); Murphysboro Food Pantry ($400); Newman 

Center ($100); Next Generation Min. Tanzania Rev. Kim 

($1,000); Senior Adult Services ($500); Sparrow Coalition - 

youth ($200); Super Bowl ($60); This Able Veteran ($250); 

Thrift Shop ($50); UNCOR Disaster Relief ($1,215); UMCOR 

World Hunger ($300); United Methodist Children's Home ($695); 

Victory Dream Center ($300); Wesley Foundation Food Pantry 

($1,000); Wesley Foundation ($899.99). 

 

We appreciate your generous giving in support of missions. 

 

 

 

Anyone who is not on the church phone prayer chain call list or 

church e-mail prayer list can be included by contacting Betty 

and Chris Smith at 618-457-2818 or ctsmith@mchsi.com.   
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     Please have articles for the May 2017 Grace 

Notes to the church office by April 21. 

Church Women United’s  

43rd Annual World Hunger Sale 
Friday, April 7:  Noon—6:00 p.m. 

Saturday, April 8:  8:00 a.m—1:00 p.m. 
 

Hopewell Missionary Baptist Church 

400 W. Main St. 

(across from Woodlawn Cemetery) 

 

Live Auction:  Saturday at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Offering:  jewelry, electronics, furniture,  

antiques, clothes, toys, books, houseplants 

 

Food Specials all day :  chili, BBQ and more 

 

Benefiting: Good Samaritan Food Pantry,  

Bethel AME’s Food Kitchen, Victory Food Pantry, Senior Citi-

zen’s Meals, The Women’s Center, UNICEF, CROP. ECHO, 

Heifer International and more 

Mark your calendars for Grace Camp 2017:  

Bible Blockbusters! 
July 10th-14th 

 

     Kids age 3 through 5th grade are welcome to at-

tend.  Youth (6th-12th grade) are encouraged to come 

help.  And adults, we need your help, too!  Contact the 

church office or Jaci Arthur at carbondalegracey-

outh@gmail.com for more information on attending or helping 

out at this year's camp. 
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       April Birthdays  

          (by date) 

 

        2 - Paula Arthur                             

        2 -  Joel Kirby              

        8 -  Louis Dunn      

        8 -  Ruby Dunn 

        9 -  Katherine Ebersohl 

      10 -  Emily Vale                 

      11 -  Connie Steudel 

      13 -  Deon Egner 

      18 -  In-Sook Hwang                           

      19 -  Dorothy Frailey 

      23 -  Annabella Upton 

      24 -  Michael Arthur 

      24 -  Henri Schurz 

      25 -  Lauren Smith 

      26 -  Liberty Schultz 

      29 -  Paul Prater 

 

         

             

       

                                                                             

 

Grace UMC Mission Statement 

 

"Love God, love people, make disciples of Jesus Christ." 

 Early May 

Birthdays 

 

May 1  Amy Park 

May 2  Lena Hake 

 

Grace United Methodist Church 

9:00 a.m. Praise and Worship 

 10:10  a.m. Sunday School 

11:15 a.m. Traditional Worship  

April 10  Meungguk and Sunhee Park 

April 27  Bill and Sharon Crain  (54 yrs.) 

mailto:carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com
mailto:carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com

