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     Please have articles for the March Grace  
Notes newsletter to the church office by  
February 22.   Thank you. 

 
February Birthdays 

 

2/1 Mary Ellen Searcy (98 yrs.) 
2/6       Kay Deffley 
2/8       Marjorie Blessing 
2/8       Violet Fager 
2/9       Mary Ann Ruph 
2/13     Randy Stark 
2/16     Elijah Moore 
2/19     Jill Booker 
2/23     Roger Smith III 
2/25     Moon Chan Bae 
2/25     Debbie Meador 
2/29     Alivia Berkel 

Early March Birthdays 
 

     3/4    Timothy Park 
     3/5    Lily Morthland 

February Anniversaries 
 
February 14 Robert & Cynthia Oetjen 

Grace UMC Mission Statement 
 

"Love God, love people, make disciples of Jesus Christ." 

Once again we are reaching out for contributions to the 
Music Scholarship Fund for our college musicians.  If 
you would like to donate to this fund, write your check to 
Grace UMC with "Music Scholarship" on the memo line. 
Thank you for your continued financial support.  
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Wow! Instead of kick starting a new year, I feel like I have been 
"kicked" around for a year and up until this day. Last year chal-
lenged us all. And that is why it is so important to choose faith 
over fear and step out boldly to make a difference for Christ. And 
by doing so, you can break free from worry, regrets, resentments, 
stress, anger, addiction, and procrastination and live free in 
Christ.  
  
Jesus said, "… if you remain faithful to my teaching. Then you 
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." (John 8:31-
32, CEB) 
  
Breaking free comes when you intentionally focus to remain 
faithful to Jesus' teaching, and His Words to know the truth. Len-
ten discipline is about that - intentionally focusing on Jesus to re-
main faithful, and to live free. Starting February, we will look in-
to ways we can break out and live free, and some messages will 
include: 
  

● Why I do What I don't want to do ● Cure for Your Prob-
lem ● Breaking From Addiction ● Breaking Free from Debt 

● Break Free from Fatal Attractions ● Break Free from Pro-
crastination ● Break Free from Anger ● Break Free from 
Competition 

  
Be sure to find out how you can join us online or listen through 
your phone (instruction is in the Newsletter). Invite a friend or 
two, and let's live free in Christ. 

  
Pastor Rhee 
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February '21 Covid-19 Updates @ Grace 
 
* As of this note (written Jan. 21), the Southern Illinois regions 
have moved from Tier 3 to 2, and to Tier 1, and down to Phase 4 
in a week. These are COVID mitigation phases set by the Illinois 
Department of Health. And as you may know we are moving 
from testing and lockdown/quarantine stage to vaccination stage. 
Much has improved in record speed. Note Phase 4 is where we 
were back in summer of 2020. Now, what does that mean to us? 
Along with the state's recommended guidelines, the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference recommends that we may resume in door 
gatherings or in door services, have the church building opened, 
and staffs may return to on site work. Updates at: https://
www.igrc.org/coronavirus 
  

1.    Can we meet at church? Yes. Churches may gather indoors 
in groups of up to 50 or less, or in larger rooms meet up to 25% 
of the room's capacity but not to exceed 100 people in total. As 
of this note (Jan. 21), we are not allowed to sing inside, and in all 
gatherings proper distancing and masks are required.  
 

2.    How about Sunday worship? Due to many vulnerable peo-
ple in our church, the Church Council has decided in January 
meeting to continue to worship online (we will revisit this issue 
every month). Follow the "how to connect" guideline in the 
newsletter to join online or via teleconference call. 
 

3.    Pray & Connect: Pray for one another, connect via online, 
text, phone or mail, and contact fellow Christians and "chat," and 
do holy conferencing. You cannot delegate being a Christian, just 
as you cannot delegate exercise or eating a meal to someone else. 
"Love one another" is Christ's command.  
 
4. Share your thoughts. We want to know how many of you are 
willing to worship and attend in house worship. You may send 
your thoughts via email at carbondalegracepastor@gmail.com or 
you may call or send text message to 309-224-6420, my personal 
cell phone. I'd love to hear from you and connect with you! 
  
Let's keep praying!  
 
Your brother in Christ,  
pastor Rhee 
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Dear Friends - 
Thank you so much for your kind and generous donation.  It is 
greatly appreciated and will be put to good use.  Thank to you all 
for your kindness and support throughout the year. 
Thanks again! 

 

Patrick Laws 
Senior Adult Services 

Hi Members of Grace United Methodist Church, 
     I got your donation for the Pantry and I thank you so much!  
Your donation helps us give out the same quality and quantity of 
food that our community counts on year round! We are grateful 
that we can offer the freshest vegetables and fruits, shelf stable 
products and quality meats to households in Jackson County. 
     We sure do appreciate this donation.  Thanks again.  Hope 
you have a great New Year! 
Stay Blessed and Warm, 
 

Megan Austin 
Murphysboro Food Pantry 

Thank you for your prayers, calls and cards during the hospitali-
zation and recovery of our son, Kevin.  They were greatly appre-
ciated.   
May God richly bless you, 

 

Jim, Dorothy and Kevin Frailey 

 
United Methodist Women 

\ 

The United Methodist Women will meet Monday,  
February 1 at 1:30 p.m. 

https://www.igrc.org/coronavirus
https://www.igrc.org/coronavirus
mailto:carbondalegracepastor@gmail.com
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Join Us Live Online: 
 

Worship on Sundays 10:30AM  
&  

Prayer Calls on Thursdays 
10:00AM 

 

To join via… 
 

1) Teleconference Call: Dial in at 425-436-6385, enter access 
code 305542# (* this is a long-distance call. Replay available 
at 11:30AM) 

 

2) Facebook Live video: visit our website at https://
www.facebook.com/CarbondaleGraceUMC/Live 
(You will need a Facebook account to log in. Video will be 
available for a week after the live session has ended.) 
 

   
     Our sincere sympathy is given to Shirley Smith 
on the recent death of her brother, Dale Shadowens. 

                WE APPRECIATE YOU ! 
 
     During our time of limited physical con-
tact, one of our members has worked hard to 
keep the MaTT Club program running for the 
children of the church and the community.  
ty.  Thank you, Flossie Langin, for setting up 
the Zoom meeting for the kids and for your 
thorough planning and lessons!  Flossie has 
well-organized, Bible-based activities.  She 
even gathers up materials for crafts to make 
individual packets for parents to pick up on 
the church foyer table.  Her curriculum in-

cludes a variety of multi-faceted activities.  The MaTT Club 
meets on the 1st and 3rd Sunday afternoon of each month, ex-
cluding the summer months.   
     Flossie chooses to use her time and talents to bring Christ to 
children.  We are indebted to her for her sacrifice and ministry! 
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Lent Notes 
 

      Lent begins with Ash Wednesday 
on February 17th and extends to 
April 3rd.  In a time of partial quaran-
tine, it is important that we do what 
we can to stay in spirit with Christ and 
the church, His branches, body, and 
blood in the world today. 
     Devotional materials will be 

available for all family units in the church.  Grace UM Church 
hopes that you can use these materials to reflect on Jesus's minis-
try and sacrifice to us and to inspire you spiritually.  Booklets 
and other materials will be mailed out to those on our latest at-
tendee list.  If you are new or don't receive materials by Feb. 
17th, leave a message on the church phone (618 457 8785) or an 
email (carbondalegraceinfo@gmail.com).  Extra materials will 
be found on the tables in the church lobby, also. 

https://www.facebook.com/CarbondaleGraceUMC/Live
https://www.facebook.com/CarbondaleGraceUMC/Live
mailto:carbondalegraceinfo@gmail.com
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MaTT Club 
a place for kids and adults to gather with 

friends, old and new, at the table with Jesus  
 

Meet me at The (Computer) Table, 
we’re Zooming with Jesus! 

 
We started the new year learning the books of the Major Proph-
ets. Then we studied the first six books of the Minor Prophets. 
We also talked about what to do when friends disappoint you. 
After that we compared friendships and decided we’d rather be 
ladybug friends than mosquito friends.  
 
I told the children the difference between major and minor 
prophets is the difference in the length of their books.  Books of 
the Major Prophets are much longer but there are less of them. 
Books of the Minor Prophets are shorter in length and there are 
more of them. The "major" and "minor" labels do not mean that 
one set of prophets are more important than the other. Length 
determines whether they are listed as major or minor.  
 
It can be hard to know what to do when our friends disappoint 
us. Jesus tells us to always treat others as we would want to be 
treated. We talked about whether it’s harder to forgive someone 
or to ask for forgiveness for ourselves. I read some scenarios and 
the children decided what kind of reactions we should have if in 
this situation. We all agreed that we should follow the golden 
rule!  
 
During craft time we made picture frames titled, “Jesus Will Al-
ways Stick by Me”. I reminded the children that no matter what 
situation they are in Jesus will never leave them; Jesus will al-
ways ‘stick by them’. 
 
We started our Jan. 17 meeting with some brain teasers. The 
children answered questions such as - the sum of their birth date, 
name two blue things that will fit in your pocket, name an object 
that starts with the same letter as the letters in your first name, 
recite the days of the week backward…  Everybody enjoyed this 
activity. 
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MaTT Club continued 

 

After discussing the mannerisms of ladybugs and mosquitos we 
all decided that we would rather be a ladybug kind of friend 
than a mosquito kind of friend. Mosquitos are irritating and 
bothersome. We listed (human) behaviors that are irritating. Af-
ter reading Ephesians 4:29 we listed behaviors that make other 
people feel happy and protected.  
 
During craft time we made clothespin ladybugs and mosquitos.  
 
We don’t have any February birthdays. 
 
In February we will study the other six Minor Prophets, Gospels 
and the early church. We’ll also talk about ‘attracting & repel-
ling friendships’ and ‘sticky family stuff and God’s glue’.      
 

God is with us all the way! Zoom-on with Jesus!  
 
Flossie Langin 

Food Donations 
 
     Even though the church building 
had been closed, ministry has contin-
ued.  One ministry that has continued 
is the benevolence ministry.  We have 

still continued to help people (by a socially distanced means) 
with gasoline, rent, or utilities.  Occasionally someone calls the 
church about food.   
     This past month we were able to help a family that was hav-
ing difficulty getting food due to a recent move. We were able to 
help this family with 4 bags of canned and boxed food that had 
been brought to the church and left in our food collection box.  
Both father and mother expressed their grateful thanks.   
     If you would like to help, please put some items in the box 
located in the hallway outside the sanctuary. Periodically we take 
food from the box to the Good Samaritan Food Pantry, but leave 
an assortment of items at the church for such emergencies.  
 


