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Grace Notes
News from Grace United Methodist Church
Carbondale, Illinois
618-457-8785
Web site: www.carbondalegrace.org
E-mail: carbondalegraceinfo@gmail.com

Lenten Theme: Along The Way to the Cross
February 4

Communion Sunday
Mark 1:12-13
“40 Days in the Wilderness”

The first Sunday of each month is Sharing Sunday. Everyone
is encouraged to bring canned food for the food pantry.
February 11

Transfiguration Sunday
Mark 9:2-10
Violin music by Emily & Cuty Lee during Late Worship Service
February 14 at Noon
Ash Wednesday
Imposition of Ash, Special Music & Message
February 18

First Sunday in Lent
Mark 1:16-20
“A Lenten Journey to Follow Jesus”

February 25

Second Sunday in Lent
Mark 11:1-11
“Along the Way to Jerusalem”

Invite family and friends to our worship services.
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Dear Friends,
Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays,
which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. Lent means "spring.". The forty days represents
the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring the
temptation of Satan and preparing to begin his ministry.
It is a very special holy season to all Christians to prepare our hearts and lives before we celebrate Easter. It is a wonderful opportunity to grow our faith intentionally. It is a special
time for self-reflection and spiritual practice. Many Christians
give up something and do something good for others. Some people practice fasting prayers during Lenten season following Jesus
who fasted in the wilderness for 40 days and who sacrificed his
own life for us.
There are different forms of fasting, not only giving up a
favorite food, but also some favorite activities to experience selfdenial. You might give up some favorite TV program, other entertainment activities, especially being free from all multi-media
for one day a week. In such a way we create time and space to do
something good for other people such as visiting lonely people or
homebound people, nursing homes, cooking a meal for people
who are sick, writing and sending cards to the lonely and the
grieving people.
Find a way to make this season more meaningful with
your children and grandchildren. You might set aside money
each day during Lent and make small sacrifices as a family, skipping a meal out or dessert, or some entertainment. On Easter, donate the money to help people in need in our community.
A Lenten Study will be offered by me. One will be in the
evening and the other will be during regular Sunday School hour.
More information is on the next page. You are encouraged to join
and have a small group experience with one another. It’s not
about gaining knowledge, but sharing a journey with one another.
Have a meaningful journey during Lent!
In Christ, Pastor In-Sook
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Worship Service
Wednesday, February 14th at Noon
Grace UMC Sanctuary
Lenten Season begins with Ash Wednesday. Each person will
receive a sign of cross with ash which symbolizes repentance of
sins and turning around our life direction. The service includes
scripture reading, special music and message. Come and join in
this special worship service. You may give up your lunch or eat
a simple meal and donate the money to food pantry

Lenten Study
Theme: “Embracing the Journey:
The Way of Christ”
Evening Sessions: Thursday 7 PM,
February 22 - March 22
Morning Sessions: Sunday 10:10 AM,
March 4 - April 8
Leader: Pastor In-Sook
Textbook: $8 (Write check to Grace UMC)
Week 1:
Week 2:
Week 3:
Week 4:
Week 5:

The Christian Life as a Journey
The Nature of the Christian Spiritual Life
The Flow and the Means of Grace
Sharing Journeys of Faith
Living as a Covenant Community

A sign-up sheet is available on the desk in the foyer are or you
may call the church office at 457-8785.
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Youth Trivia Night
& Silent Auction
Mark your calendars! The 2nd
annual Youth Trivia Night & Silent
Auction benefitting our mission trip is
Saturday, February 24th. Doors open
at
6:00 p.m., trivia starts at 6:30
p.m. Tickets are $10 each or 6 for
$50. Contact the church office or Jaci Arthur to reserve your
tickets. We're also accepting items for our silent auction. Please
leave these in the church office or the high school youth room.

Do You Like To Cook
and Feed Hungry Teenagers?
On the third Sunday of each month, youth gather
at the Arthur home to share a meal, play games,
and have fun. This is also an opportunity for our
youth to try different foods. If you would like to
provide a dish (main course, side, dessert), or your
group would like to provide an entire meal for
"The Table," please contact Jaci Arthur
at carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com for details and scheduling.

Ash Wednesday begins our season of Lent. Devotional materials will be available for you to use for your own personal time of
reflection leading up to Easter. Booklets and activity sheets for
individuals, families, and children will be available at both worship services and on the tables in the lobby in midFebruary. Please use these free materials to strengthen your faith
and increase your devotion to Jesus' way of life.
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Children’s News
On Sunday, February 11th, all children and their families are
invited to visit the residents at the nursing and rehab center next
to the church during the Sunday school hour. We will meet at
the entrance to our children's area at 10:10 A.M. or as soon as
possible following the early worship service. We plan to walk
through the halls with an employee of the center, greet the residents, and give them small gifts for their rooms. We will return
to the church children's area before 11:00 A.M. and have a light
snack.
The children are working on small crafts that the residents
can hang up in their rooms. If any families would like to make
homemade Valentines, they would be also appreciated. Please
speak with Lisa Upton or Kay Eckiss if you have questions.

UMCOR Hygiene Kits
Later in February the children's Sunday school will begin
collecting items during Lent to assemble disaster relief kits. We
will list the items needed in the March newsletter. Thank you
for your prayers for this project and watch for details!

Grace UMC Mission Statement
"Love God, love people, make disciples of Jesus Christ."
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Youth Group Highlights:
Questions? Comments? Want to stay
connected or be more involved with the
youth? Contact Jaci Arthur at carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com.
Upcoming Events & Announcements:
~ Share the Love – Now through February 13th, we're collecting
small stuffed animals, chocolates, Valentines, and other items to
take to the residents of the Women's Center in Carbondale. Help
us shower these women and children with love this Valentine's
Day.
~ Youth Night Out – All 6th-12th graders are invited to our
YNO game night on February 2nd. We'll meet at the church
from 7-9p to play board games, basketball, hide and seek, and
more. Join us on the first Friday of every month from 7-9p for
food, games, and fun.
~ "The Table" – All 6th-12th graders are invited to join Mike
and Jaci Arthur at their home on the third Sunday of each month
at 6:00 p.m. for dinner and fun. Anyone interested in providing a
dish or complete meal, please contact Jaci Arthur
~ T-shirts – If you would like a t-shirt with the youth group logo
(Evolv), please contact Jaci or the church office with your preferred size(s). T-shirts are $15 each.
~ Our 2018 mission trip to Denver, Colorado, is coming up in
June. Donations and prayers are greatly appreciated.
~ Mark your calendars: On Sunday, March 25th, all youth will
meet in the junior high classroom during Sunday School for a
special presentation about Passover.
~ Check your email, the bulletins, and Grace Notes for more information on volunteer opportunities, including Mission Meals.
~ Do you have any suggestions for discussions, Youth Night Out
activities, service projects, or anything else? Let Jaci know!

10

7

Mission Meals
February 11, March 18
1:00 p.m.
Cook meal at Grace UMC
5:00 p.m. Serve meal at Good Samaritan House
A sign-up sheet is in the foyer.

Sweetheart Dinner
The Sweetheart Dinner will be Monday,
February 19 at the FLAME Restaurant. Dinner
time is yet to be announced. Everyone is invited.
For more information please see Greg Kupiec or
Bill Crain.

Circle of Friends Potluck
Tuesday– February 13- Noon
Bring a dish and join the fellowship.

To our church family:
We are very grateful for the outpouring of love
throughout the 2017 holiday season. Your wellwishes, kind words, prayers, gifts, and cards were
much appreciated!
Mike and Jaci Arthur
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Children’s Choir Yard Sale
Members of the Southern Illinois Children’s
Choir will be holding a yard sale in the Grace UMC
auditorium at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, February 10.
This event is to help fund the choir’s spring trip to
Washington DC.
Looking ahead, mark your calendar for Saturday,
May 5, 4:00 p.m. This is the date for the SI Children’s Choir Spring Concert held in the sanctuary at
Grace Church.

Bishop’s Invitation to
Conversation Around Human Sexuality
Saturday, February 24, 10 AM-12:30 PM
At Metropolis First UMC
United Methodists have been struggling and deeply divided biblically and theologically over matters related to human sexuality.
The Commission on a Way Forward was proposed by the Council
of Bishops and approved by the 2016 General Conference to do a
complete examination and possible revision of every paragraph of
the Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality and explore
options that help to maintain and strengthen the unity of the
church. The Commission has encouraged United Methodists to
engage in conversations around issues of human sexuality.
Bishop Frank Beard invites us to have a conversation. Everyone
is invited. If you like to attend and want to carpool, come to our
church parking lot by 9:00 AM.

February Birthdays
(by date)
188912 12 13 15 19 23 25 25 29 -

Mary Ellen Searcy
Marjorie Blessing
Violet Fager
Mary Ann Ruph
Chang Cates
Sang Young Jang
Randy Stark
Deanna Leach
Jill Booker
Roger Smith III
Moon-Chan Bae
Debbie Meador
Alivia Berkel

Early March Birthdays
3/1
3/4
3/5
3/6
3/6

Jeoung Soon Kim
Timothy Park
Lily Morthland
Mu-Son Cates
Tim Crosby

2/14 Robert & Cynthia Oetjen

Grace United Methodist Church
Please have articles for the March 2018
Grace Notes to the church office by
February 23.

9:00 a.m. Praise and Worship Service
10:10 a.m. Sunday School
11:15 a.m. Traditional Worship Service

