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Grace Notes
News from Grace United Methodist Church
Carbondale, Illinois
618-457-8785
Web site: www.carbondalegrace.org
E-mail: carbondalegraceinfo@gmail.com

December 3

First Sunday of Advent/ Communion
“Prepare the Way of the Lord”
Mark1:1-8
Advent Candle Lighting: Langin Family

December 10

Second Sunday of Advent
One Service at 10:30 AM in the Auditorium
“Glory to God, Good Will to People”
Choir, Hand-bell Choir, Orchestra, Praise Team,
Drama Team will present a Christmas Cantata.
Advent Candle Lighting: Long Family

December 17

Third Sunday of Advent
“The God Who Is for Us”
Matthew 1:18-25
Advent Candle Lighting: Mowrer Family

December 24

Fourth Sunday of Advent, 10:30 AM
Children’s Program
Advent Candle Lighting: Morthland Family
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service : 7 PM
“The God Who Is In Us”
Philippians 2:5-13

December 31

One service at 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary
Rev. Bong-Choul Hwang will preach.
“Where Are We Going after Christmas?”
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Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ!
The season of Advent and Christmas is here. We can
see the two different faces of the season—holiday or
holy season. People are busy with shopping, feasting, gift-exchanging, traveling, drinking and throwing parties. On the other hand, Christians focus on
worshiping Jesus Christ, taking time to meditate with
an Advent devotional book, and sharing his love with others
through helping the people in need. For us, Jesus Christ is the
main reason for this season. It is a special season to deepen our
relationship with Jesus Christ and other people.
Our church has provided a daily devotional book and worship services with the gifts of Christmas music and messages. The second Sunday will be the Christmas Cantata service. Praise Team,
choir, handbell choir and small orchestra will bring an inspiring
music program to glorify God’s name and to reveal God’s good
will to people. All the people who come to the worship service
are asked to bring canned goods for the community food pantry.
By doing so, we hope that God’s good will may be known to
other people in hopelessness. On the fourth Sunday, our children
will present a special program. Bring your children and grandchildren to Sunday School class to be a part of the program.
Christmas will reach the climax on Christmas Eve with the candlelight service. Make the service as the highlight of your family
Christmas celebration. Worshiping as a family will shape us as
God’s people and last long in our memories. Come and celebrate
this holy season as God’s beloved children!
And look around to see whether you see any people who are in
despair, sadness, loneliness. Invite them to our worship services,
so that they may receive the gift of Jesus Christ and the gift of
new life. May you experience the holiness of this season!
Shalom, Pastor In-Sook
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Advent “Goodies”
To help us prepare our hearts and minds for
the Advent ("the coming") season, special
"goodies" will be made available to church attendees. Beginning on November 19th, 26th,
and December 3rd, special daily scripture aides, Advent devotion
booklets, children's Advent calendars, and family activity sheets
will be available for all to take home and use. See an usher or
check the tables in the church lobby area. Christmas inspiration
to you!

HANGING OF THE GREENS
Come one, come all! Help us to celebrate the first Sunday in
Advent by decorating the church for the season.
What: Decorating the church for the Advent season, working
together, visiting with each other
When: Sunday, December 3rd, after early worship until late
worship service, 10:10-11:00 A.M. (Sunday school time)
Who:
Everyone, from the youngest to the oldest, can help in
some way.
Where: Both worship areas, the church lobby and display areas
How: Some able-bodied volunteers will be needed to fetch trees
and decorations from the basement room. Everyone else can help
to unpack and set up.
IF YOU ARE ABLE, BRING A SMALL SNACK TO
SHARE AND A WILLINGNESS TO LEND A HELPING
HAND TO START OUR ADVENT SEASON. Thank you!
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Calling All Children and Youth…
Come and take a part in our special Christmas
eve morning service! We will present a Christmas play during our 10:30 A.M. worship. All
ages are welcome. If you are able to practice with us during
Sunday school times in December, it will be helpful. If you cannot come to every class, we can still have a role for you in the
presentation!
We would wish to practice at 9:30 A.M. on December 24th,
so that everyone can be prepared before the 10:30 A.M. worship
service.

The mission committee as selected the
Thrift Shop as the recipient of the Christmas
special offering. Filling a need in Carbondale for 50 years, The Thrift Shop has had
been in need of some expensive building
repairs.

Cookbooks For Sale
The all new Grace UMC cookbooks are available just in time for
Christmas gifting. They will be available in the office during
regular office hours and also at both Worship Services. See
Thyra Russell in early service and Shirley Smith or Rosemary
Hubenthal in late service to purchase the new cookbooks for $15
each. Money from the sales will go to mission projects.
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Christmas Eve Morning,
10:30 A.M., in the Church Auditorium
Join us for a special Sunday Morning Christmas Eve
Service! A story and message will be offered by the
children of the church and several familiar Christmas
carols will be sung during this uplifting service.

Knitting,
Crocheting,
Embroidery,
O My!
Do you like to knit, crochet, embroidery, tat, etc. but like to visit with others while working or need
encouragement to work on your ongoing project or need a small
project? A group of ladies are going to start meeting in the conference room at the church on Thursday, November 30 at 10:00
a.m. to ? Bring your projects to work on and enjoy the fellowship
of fellow crafters. Call Lena Hake at (618-457-2688) or Marilyn
Hisgen (618-549-4487) if you have any questions.

Circle of Friends Potluck
Tuesday– December 12- Noon
Bring a dish and join the fellowship.
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Southern Illinois Children’s Choir
Concert
Come and enjoy the voices of angels on Saturday,
December 9, as the Southern Illinois Children's
Choir presents "A Message of Peace, Love and
Joy" at 3 p.m. in the Sanctuary of Grace UMC.
Children Pre-K through eighth grade join together
to present the Christmas concert to family, friends and the Grace
Church family. All are welcome!

Youth Holiday Gift Fundraiser
Still looking for that perfect gift? How about a
youth-made, holiday-themed bath bomb? They're an
excellent and much-loved way to relax this holiday
season. $5 each or 6 for $25. For more details, talk
to Jaci Arthur, or email her at carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com.

December Birthdays
(by date)
5 - Michael Adams
7 - Raetta Blessing
8 - Laura Morthland
8 - Steve Shappard
11 - Adam Fager
11 - Alicia Joens
11 - Elsbeth Sanders
15 - Gary Hall
21 - Emory Kawashima-Liu
22 - Grace Park
27 - Martha Searcy
27 - Emma Williams
28 - Iris Vana
29 - Anna Schurz
30 - Gary Chamness
31 - Dwight Sanders

Early January
Birthdays
1/2
1/2
1/3
1/4

Kathy Manigold
Chris Smith
Holly Chamness
Kevin Frailey

Thank You!
We appreciate each and everyone who contributed to the success of the Grace UMW Christmas
Yard Sale/Bake Sale November 18. Thanks to all
those who gave their time to help organize the
sale; those who donated items for the sale; those who donated
baked goods for the sale; and those who helped clean up after the
sale. Because of your help, we will be able to give more than
$1700.00 to local hunger relief agencies. Thank you all so much.

12/16 Brian and Kathy Manigold
12/23 Roy and Marianne Abrahamson (57 years)

Grace United Methodist Church
Please have articles for the January 2018
Grace Notes to the church office
by December 15.

9:00 a.m. Praise and Worship Service
10:10 a.m. Sunday School
11:15 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
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MEET YOUR MEMBERS IN CHRIST
Our heartfelt sympathy is given to Larry, Barb and
Kristen Dunlap-Berg on the recent death of Larry’s
mother.
Randall Berkel passed away November 7. Our deepest sympathy to daughter Cindy and Gary Hall, and
grandchildren Izaak Berkel and Megen Berkel and children.

Circle of Friends Potluck
Tuesday– December 12- Noon
Bring a dish and join the fellowship.

Please have information for all December
bulletins to the church office by Wednesday
mornings.
The church office will be closed December

We wish you a peaceful and joyous Christmas as you celebrate the
birth of our Savior.
Pastor In-Sook , Debbie and Brenda

Grace UMC Mission Statement
"Love God, love people, make disciples of Jesus Christ."

Meet Orville and Lena Hake! They most often attend
worship in the 11:15 A.M. worship time, but their devotion to caring for and utilizing the church building
means that you may see them often on the church grounds, in the kitchen,
and checking to see that all systems at the church are functioning. Orville and Lena have two adult children, Sherri and David, both of whom
are married. They are proud of their grandchildren, Sabrina, Lucas, and
Edwin.
Both Orville and Lena grew up in other southern Illinois towns. They
each came to Carbondale to stay upon attending SIU in the 1960's. They
have been married since 1964 and have been members of Grace UM
Church since 1965. Orville is a retired civil engineer who worked for the
Illinois Department of Transportation. Lena has been a secretary and
treasurer for both the Wesley Foundation and Grace UM Church for
many years. Orville enjoys working outside, gardening, fixing things
around the house, and working puzzles. You may have been the lucky
recipient of one of his garden tomatoes, which he generously shares with
church and neighbors! Cooking is a special joy for Lena, who especially
enjoys making dinner rolls and pies. She also enjoys knitting, crocheting, reading and working on the computer. Together the Hakes love traveling and going to local plays and concerts.
Orville has led the Trustees committee since 1979 and is seriously
dedicated to repairing, cleaning, and maintaining the church facility. He
also enjoys helping in the church kitchen with dinners. Lena Hake is
chairperson of the Kitchen Ministry. She is a member of the handbell
choir, serves on several other church committees, and was co-director of
Grace Race for its last 12 years. They enjoy the fellowship at monthly
Circle of Friends potluck lunches at the church.
Lena and Orville would like people to know that Jesus is our friend,
companion, and teacher. He gives us strength when we have none, and
He loves us as we are, even despite all our faults. They would encourage people to trust Him, love Him, have faith in Him, and encourage others to follow His teaching. At Grace UM Church the Hakes find meaning for their faith in the special music and traditional hymns of the
church. They cherish Grace Church as a part of their family: “Our children do not live close to us, so Grace is OUR extended family.”
Greet Orville and Lena in Christian love when you see these fellow
members of our faith family!
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Youth Group Highlights:
Questions? Comments? Want to stay connected or be more involved with the
youth? Contact Jaci Arthur at carbondalegraceyouth@gmail.com.
~ Youth Night Out – The next YNO is December 1st from 7-9p at the Arthur home. Please note the change
in location this month. We're having a Christmas party with
movies. Appropriate pajamas or ugly sweaters are optional but
encouraged. The next YNO will be a New Year's party on January 5th at the church. Join us on the first Friday of every month
from 7-9p for food, games, and fun. All 6th-12th graders are welcome.
~ "The Table" – All 6th-12th graders are invited to join Mike and
Jaci Arthur at their home on the third Sunday of each month for
dinner and fun. This month, we will have a Christmas Party on
the 17th. If you would like to provide your favorite Christmas
dish for this meal, please let Jaci know.
~ CCHS Lunch – High school students, check your email for
more information about lunch opportunities at CCHS. Parents,
please sign a permission slip so both your youth and I may attend
these lunches.
~ T-shirts – If you would like a t-shirt with the youth group logo
(Evolv), please contact Jaci or the church office with your preferred size(s). T-shirts are $15 each.
~ Plans for our 2018 mission trip are underway. We are going to
Denver, Colorado June 2nd-8th. Any youth entering 7th grade in
2018 through 2018 high school graduates are welcome. Adult
chaperones are also welcome. Be on the lookout for fundraising
opportunities. Contact Jaci for more information.
~ Check your email, the bulletins, and Grace Notes for more information on volunteer opportunities, including Mission Meals.
~ Do you have any suggestions for discussions, Youth Night Out
activities, service projects, or anything else? Let Jaci know!

Remembering Our Church Staff
at Christmas
Grace United Methodist Church has an excellent
church staff. The staff members are: Pastor In-Sook
Hwang, Directing Pastor; Debbie Ditch, Office Manager; Mike Arthur, Praise Team Director and Multimedia Coordinator; Jaci Arthur, Director of Youth
Ministry; Jee Won Yang, Choir Director and Hand Bell Choir
Director; Brenda Davis, Custodian and Danie Dawson, Nursery
Attendant.
If you would like to show your appreciation by giving them
cards and/or gifts, you may do so by placing cards, etc. in the
appropriate box in the foyer. Pastor In-Sook Hwang has requested no gifts for herself; she would rather you donate to the
Church Music Scholarship Fund in her honor. I’m sure she
would still enjoy receiving cards.
To donate to the Church Music Scholarship fund, you may
write your check to Grace United Methodist Church and put
Church Music Scholarship Fund in the memo line and place
your check in the offering plate.
Most importantly, when you see a staff member, be sure to
thank them for their willing service for God’s ministry.
Staff Parish Relations Committee

Christmas is Coming!
Soon, our thoughts may turn to providing a gift to those people who serve us during the year. Making a gift to the staff of
Grace United Methodist is always a great way to say “Thank
you for your service”. The best way to do this is to make a gift
DIRECTLY to the individual. If you make a designated gift
(through the church) to a GUMC staff person, the Church is required to treat the gift as income to the individual. That means
income tax withholding and Social Security taxes are deducted
before the funds are given to the individual. By making the gift
directly to the individual they will enjoy 100% of your gift.
Submitted by Richard Steudel GUMC Treasurer

