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          Please have articles for the January Grace    
    Notes newsletter to the church office by  
    December 16.  Thank you. 

December Birthdays 

 

12/5    Michael Adams 
12/7    Raetta Blessing 
12/8    Laura Morthland 
12/8    Steve Shappard 
12/11  Adam Fager  
12/11  Alicia Joens 
12/11  Elsbeth Sanders  
12/22  Grace Park 
12/27  Martha Searcy 
12/27  Emma Williams 
12/28  Iris Vana 
12/29  Anna Schurz 
12/30  Gary Chamness 

Early January Birthdays 
 

1/2  Chris Smith 
1/3  Holly Chamness 
1/4  Kevin Frailey 
1/8  Tom Berry 

December Anniversaries 
 
December 27  Don & Nelle Spires 

Grace UMC Mission Statement 
 

"Love God, love people, make disciples of Jesus Christ." 

 

   December 2020

Grace Notes                     
 News from Grace United Methodist Church 
Carbondale, Illinois               618-457-8785  
             Pastor cell:  1-309-224-6420   
      Web site: www.carbondalegrace.org     
  E-mail:  carbondalegraceinfo@gmail.com  

 
 

     Peace is the number one medicine 
we need. We need peace in our 
hearts, in our health, in our relation-
ships, peace in politics, peace in this 
nation and the world. SARS-Covid-2 
pandemic has only exacerbated our 
symptoms that need peace. When 
disciples learned of Jesus' death, they 
were in fear and panic, and Jesus calmed them and said, "Peace I leave 
with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid." (John 14:27, 
NIV) And soon after He resurrected, He appeared among the disciples 
and said, "Peace be with you!" (John 20:19, NIV) Not only His death 
and resurrection, but also Jesus' birth was about peace, too. On the first 
Christmas night, the angels declared  “Glory to God in heaven, and on 

earth peace among those whom he favors.” (Luke 2:14, CEB) From 

birth, to death, to resurrection. Jesus is all about peace. Hundreds of 
years before, He was prophesied as "the Prince of peace." (Isaiah 9:6) 
He came for us to have peace with God, peace among each other, and to 
have the peace that passes our human understanding.  
     This Christmas, let go of the frustration, fear, and hurt you had in the 
year 2020, and breathe in the fresh, rejuvenating peace of Christ! Join us 
in our weekend service on Christ's peace during December, and also on 
Christmas Eve @ 7pm.  Follow direction on the newsletter to view or 
listen to our weekend service. Looking forward to connecting with you. 
 
Your servant,  
Pastor Rhee 
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Join Us Live Online: 
 

Worship on Sundays 10:30AM  
&  

Prayer Calls on Thursdays 10:00AM 

 

To join via… 
 

1) Teleconference Call: Dial in at 425-436-6385, enter access 
code 305542# (* this is a long-distance call. Replay available 
at 11:30AM) 

 

2) Facebook Live video: visit our website at https://
www.facebook.com/CarbondaleGraceUMC/Live 
(You will need a Facebook account to log in. Video will be 
available for a week after the live session has ended.) 

 
December Covid-19 Updates @ Grace 

 
* As of this note, we are in the "tier 3" phase of the pandemic 
mitigation plan in Southern IL. Along with the state's recom-
mended guidelines, the Illinois Great Rivers Conference of the 
U.M.C. recommends that we suspend our in door gatherings or 
in door services, have the church building closed, and staff 
should work from home except for essential business until fur-
ther notice. Updates at: www.igrc.org 

Can we meet at church? No. The church will remain 
closed, and all gatherings are suspended.  

How about Sunday worship? We will continue to 
worship online for the time being. Follow the "how 
to connect" guideline in the newsletter to join 
online or via teleconference call. 

Pray, connect, and contact. Pray for one another, 
connect via online, text, phone or mail, and contact 
fellow Christians and "just chat," and do holy con-
ferencing! 

I pray for in person meeting soon, because I really miss you all!  
Pastor Rhee 
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      The items you donated to the Midwest Mission 
Center were picked up on November 24.  A few 
rakes and shovels, 4 pair crutches, 3 canes, 12 
walkers, 2 shower chairs, 3 commode risers and 2 
six-foot tables full of dish and laundry detergent, 
household cleaner, toothpaste, blankets, and other 
health and household supplies were collected.      
      Thank you! 

Spirit of Christmas 
      
      I want to thank everyone from Grace 
United Methodist Church for their generous 
donations to the fundraising campaign to 
benefit the clients of Spirit of Christmas  
organizations this year. 
     Depending on the type of organization 
and how it is functioning during the  
pandemic, organizations will either be 
providing gift cards to clients or using the 
Spirit of Christmas funds to purchase  
gifts for their clients. 
     Thanks again for making Christmas 
brighter for those receiving your  
donations.   
 
Rosemary Hubenthal 
Spirit of Christmas  
Coordinator 

     
We thank you, Grace Church, for the outpouring of your love 
and financial support for our SIU students through the 
Music Scholarship Fund. Your generous gifts have 
given us the ability to continue our music program 
with these talented musicians. May God  
richly bless you as you have blessed us. 
 
Alice Berry 

https://www.facebook.com/CarbondaleGraceUMC/Live
https://www.facebook.com/CarbondaleGraceUMC/Live
http://www.igrc.org
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BOOK REVIEW  
Seeing Jesus by Jeffrey McClain Jones 

Book Review by Kay Eckiss 
 
     Have you been looking for a book that gives you a fresh view 
of faith in Jesus but isn’t academic in nature?  Seeing Jesus is 
written by Jeffrey McClain Jones.  It is a fictional story but nev-
ertheless has the ability to make its readers think about their eve-
ryday spiritual lives.  It was published in 2014.  It is available in 
paperback or Kindle format.  I was able to read it for no charge 
through the Kindle Unlimited lending library.   
     Philly is a young, urban adult, working in a technology pro-
fession in Chicago.   Though he is friendly to his co-workers, he 
has no committed relationships at the beginning of the book, ex-
cept for his cat and his beloved grandmother.  Grandma lies in a 
coma in the hospital.  Philly’s parents have not raised him with 
any religious affiliation, but Grandma has always been there for 
him both emotionally and spiritually with a strong Christian 
faith.  While speaking to “unresponsive” Grandma at her hospi-
tal bed, Philly offhandedly asks her to pray for him.  What hap-
pens as a result gradually changes Philly’s perspective on life.  
     Shockingly, Philly begins to see Jesus physically.  Jesus stays 
with him (almost) everywhere he goes.  He addresses Philly as a 
friend would.  He leads Philly in ways that cause havoc with his 
life but also allow him to see others from Jesus’s perspective.   
As Jesus answers some of the many questions Philly has, he uti-
lizes Philly physically to assist in healing others.  Guided by Je-
sus, Philly also gradually reveals to his family that he is seeing 
Jesus.  The situations that Philly now finds himself in at work 
and with family members are often challenging.  His unusual 
turn in life allows Philly to re-evaluate his priorities and his 
hopes for relationships with others.  Jesus is there, a light 
through the uncertainty. 
     Seeing Jesus had clear characterizations and had enough ac-
tion events to keep the reader interested.  It was easy to ready 
but not simplistic.  The author gave a thoughtful  portrayal of a 
compassionate  Jesus as he spoke and acted out spiritual lessons 
and revelations for Philly.  A reader of this book might ask one-
self:   How would my day be different if I was seeing Jesus with 
me?  How can I keep Jesus with me and speak with Him 
throughout the day?  How can I see others more as Jesus would?  
Read Seeing Jesus and find out where it takes Philly!  
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           The season of Advent begins 
November 29.  The church has devotional 
materials and calendars to help you pre-
pare your hearts for the celebration of 
Christmas.  Mailings will be sent, and 
materials will also be in the church lobby/
visitor’s table. 

 

On December 6th 
(10:30AM, 11:30AM), 
and 24th (Christmas Eve 
service @ 7pm), we will 

celebrate communion 
online via Facebook video or teleconference service. 
Please have bread and cup of juice ready to participate. 
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MaTT Club 
a place for kids and adults to gather with 

friends, old and new, at the table with Jesus  

Meet me at The (Computer) Table, 
we’re Zooming with Jesus! 

 
November started with learning that we are 
all part of God’s big family, a family that spans the whole world. 
We played a game of “That’s Me!” where the children learned 
that in some ways they are the same as their friends and in other 
ways they are different. Normally we would play this game by 
jumping in and out of a circle but on the computer we just raised 
our hands and yelled, “That’s me!” if we met the category men-
tioned. For instance if you also had a sibling,  had ever ridden on 
an airplane, etc… you would raise your hand. 
 
I showed the children three chicken eggs - a brown egg, a white 
egg, and a blue egg. We all agreed that on the outside the eggs 
were very different. After cracking them open into a clear glass 
the bowl I showed the children that all three eggs were the same 
on the inside! I compared that to people. We may look different 
on the outside - we might have brown, yellow, red, or black hair, 
blue, green, hazel or brown eyes, two arms or only one, two legs 
or less - but inside we all have red blood, we need food, water, 
and shelter, and above all, we need love. The children used an 
ink pad to make thumbprints on a world map. They then drew 
arms and legs to make “thumbodies” to show that God’s family 
spans the world.  
 
We also learned the first seven books in the History of Israel. We 
made egg people during craft time. Each child began with a 
Styrofoam egg, added pipe cleaner arms and legs, yarn hair and 
then decorated their egg person as desired. 
 
On Nov 15 we learned the other five books in the History of Is-
rael category. After that we talked about making a friend and 
being a friend. We agreed that to HAVE good friends we have to 
BE a good friend. But with Jesus we don’t have to BE anything. 
Jesus is our very best friend. He always loves us.  We finished 
up by making paper turkeys using real leaves as the tail feathers.  
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MaTT Club continued 
 
We’ve had a few glitches with this new method of meeting such 
as misplacing the meeting materials. Sometimes the kids shut 
down their video so I don’t know if they are with me or not.   
And sometimes its hard for me to hear what they are saying, but 
overall everyone has been very graceful and enthusiastic. I’m 
very appreciative of parents who have had to step up by picking 
up and returning materials, and helping their children with the 
technicalities. I have the best group of  families! 
 
We only meet once in December. We’ll learn the Bible books of 
Poetry and Wisdom, then play some Christmas games and do 
some crafts.   
 
God is with us all the way! Zoom-on with Jesus!  
 
 

Flossie Langin 

 

United Methodist Women’s 
Bake Sale 

 
We are very happy to announce that 
the Grace UMW recent bake sale 
raised almost $1500. This is amazing! 
We are so thankful to everyone who 
contributed items to sell, bought many delicious items, or gave 
cash donations. 
 
The ladies will be discussing distributing this money  to many 
missions, including: Dr. Fasa, Newman Center (Thanksgiving 
Meal), Habitat for Humanity, Cunningham Children’s Home, 
Carbondale Senior Services, Carbondale Women’s Center, 
UMCOR, Good Samaritan Soup Kitchen, various food pantries 
in our area, and other needy groups. Sincere thanks to our church 
family and friends who made this sale such a wonderful success. 
God bless you all. 


