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     Please have articles for the May Grace  
Notes newsletter to the church office by  
April 19.   Thank you. 

 
April Birthdays 

 

4/2    Paula Arthur 
4/7    Jamal Kinchen 
4/8    Louis Dunn 
4/9    Ruby Dunn 
4/9    Katherine Ebersohl 
4/10  Kamma Langin 
4/10  Emily Vale 
4/11  Connie Steudel 
4/13  Deon Egner 
4/18  In-Sook Hwang 
4/18  Amelia Long 
4/19  Dorothy Frailey 
4/23  Annabella Upton 
4/24  Michael Arthur 
4/24  Henri Schurz 
4/25  Lauren Smith 
4/29  Paul Prater 
 

Early May Birthdays 

 

     5/1  Amy Park 
     5/2  Lena Hake 
          

 
4/10  Meungguk and Sunhee Park 
4/27  Bill and Sharon Crain (58 years) 

Grace UMC Mission Statement 
 

"Love God, love people, make disciples of Jesus Christ." 

 

   April  2021  

Grace Notes                     
 News from Grace United Methodist Church 
Carbondale, Illinois               618-457-8785  
             Pastor cell:  1-309-224-6420   
      Web site: www.carbondalegrace.org     
  E-mail:  carbondalegraceinfo@gmail.com  

 
Grace is back! 
 
God's unfailing love, grace, is for you. As we're marking the anniver-
sary of online worship, and amazing grace opportunity is coming.  We 
are planning to be back April 4, Easter Sunday, to in person wor-
ship again. We strongly encourage to be mindful of others and to fol-
low the common sense public health measures as such. But to find 
God's grace in each of our lives, and be able to share God's amazing 
grace, that's the assurance we've been seeking.  
 
In the words and hymn of Charles Wesley: 
"And are we yet alive, And see each other's face?  
Glory and thanks to Jesus give, For his almighty grace!"  
  
Grace, in the original Greek is "karis," which means unfailing love, 
favor, and kindness.  The Bible tells us that “Christ became a human 
being and lived here on earth among us and was full of loving for-
giveness (karis) and truth…” (John 1:14, TLB) Grace is the divine 
love and forgiveness in Jesus. 
 
Some of you may remember Gaylene Miller, who had a soft smile and 
humble presence. She inquired to visit us about a year prior to the pan-
demic, yet without any means to come. I remember Kay and our ladies 
bringing her to Grace. She expressed much confusion and changes to 
her mood due to her brain tumor; both Debbie and I received multiple 
lengthy calls from her, and we knew she was seeking the assurance of 
God's grace. Indeed, she had been visiting many churches in town, and 
finally found the love and fellowship at "Grace."  
 

{continued on page 2} 
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 UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 
The United Methodist Women will meet 
April 5th at 1:30 p.m. for our monthly  
meeting.  All are welcome to attend.   

 

Shirley Smith 

Pastor’s article continued from page 1 
 
She would frequently apologize stating she would not return, yet 
showed up the next Sunday, and shared how much she enjoyed 
and was blessed by the small group, fellowship, and service at 
Grace. Every time Gaylene was confused, you reminded her of 
God's karis, and every time she was afraid, you appeared at her 
doorstep, held her hand for a gentle offer to hop in, to join with us 
to share God's amazing grace. Praise God! I could tell she tasted 
God’s unfailing love, favor, and kindness through your ministry. 
Gaylene entered eternal glory in late February this year.  
 
This grace is what leads us into Christian perfection: we are 
drawn into God's prevenient grace,  led to justifying grace, regen-
erating grace, sanctifying grace, and glorifying grace. Karis leads 
your life in God’s plan for you, to be forgiven, saved, and to live 
victoriously in this life, and gloriously in the next.  In God's 
grace, your past is forgiven, you have a purpose for living, and a 
home in heaven.  
 
Have you found the karis in your life yet? This Easter, we'll be 
launching a new teaching series on "Good News of God's Grace." 
Jesus' cross and resurrection is the pinnacle of God's grace. Grace 
is what sustained us throughout the past, holds us in present, and 
it is what will lead us through the future. I pray you will be truly 
blessed by His divine forgiveness, love, and leading, growing, 
encouraging, strengthening, transforming, healing, and liberating 
grace.  
 
Pastor Rhee 
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Grace UMC Benevolence Ministry 
 

During these times, the church has contin-
ued to help people through the benevo-
lence ministry.  I would like to let you 
know of  a couple of stories from the past 
month. 

      
        One lady called and then walked to the church for help.        
    After seeing to her need, and receiving at heartfelt “thank  
    you”, I watched as she cut across the lawn while carrying bags  
    of groceries that would help her feed her and her grandchildren. 
 
       The church office was closed for several days during the  
   ice and snow.  When the office reopened, there were several  
   calls on the church voice mail.  After listening to the requests  
   and getting approval, I made return calls.  One woman had asked 
   for help with her rent.  I called her and explained that we had been  
   closed  and asked if she still needed help.  She was appreciative  
   for  the return call but she said, “No, I have been blessed”.       
   Her rent was no longer an immediate concern. 
 
      A man called and needed help to purchase a battery for  
   his wheelchair.  Your contributions made that happen as  
   Grace and another church sent checks to a business to purchase  
   the battery.  
 
Thank you. 
Debbie Ditch 

 
The church/Trustees could use your help soon 
with: 
 
Pruning the shrubs     
Mowing with tractor and riding mower 
 
This can be done any time at your convenience.   
 
Please contact Orville Hake at olhake@hotmail.com or 618-457-
2688 or the church office for more information.  

mailto:olhake@hotmail.com
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Join Us Live Online 
 

Worship on Sundays 10:30AM  
&  

Prayer Calls on Thursdays 
10:00AM 

 

To join via… 
 

1) Teleconference Call: Dial in at 425-436-6385, enter access 
code 305542# (* this is a long-distance call. Replay available 
at 11:30AM) 

 

2) Facebook Live video: visit our website at https://
www.facebook.com/CarbondaleGraceUMC/Live 
(You will need a Facebook account to log in. Video will be 
available for a week after the live session has ended.) 

   

 
Due to the ongoing pandemic worldwide, the United 
Methodist Church’s General Conference has been 
postponed until August 2022. 

"The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit" 
by Bishop Frank J. Beard, 

6 Week Online Bible Study open to all:  
  

Do you need another "heartwarming" experi-
ence, and a transformation into the likeness of 

Jesus? Bishop Beard invites us to his video teaching series on the 
work and person of the Holy Spirit, and by his words, it's offered 
to "assist in the restoration and renewal that we all need" by the 
"fresh touch from the Holy Spirit." For those who would like to 
participate in an online small group, please send inquiry to the 
office or to pastor Rhee via email carbondalegracepas-
tor@gmail.com or phone 309-224-6420. You may also do it indi-
vidually by visiting the webpage : https://www.igrc.org/holyspirit 
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April '21 Covid-19 Updates @ Grace (Mar. 25, 2021) 
  
As of this note, the Southern Illinois regions still remain in Phase 4, and 
with mass vaccination effort, some guidelines for fully vaccinated peo-
ple have been added to the congregational gathering precautions. The 
situation is extremely fluid, and changing each week. Updates are avail-
able at: https://www.igrc.org/coronavirus 

  
1.    Can we meet at church? Yes. Churches may gather indoors in 
groups of up to 50 or less, or in larger rooms meet up to 25% of the 
room's capacity. In all meetings, social distancing and facemasks are 
required. 
  
2.  Beginning April 4th, Easter Sunday, we will resume the Tradi-
tional Sunday Worship, in person, in the sanctuary at 10:30AM! 
We will still broadcast Facebook and Teleconference Call services for 
those who are not yet able to join in person. See "how to connect" 
guideline in the newsletter to join online or via teleconference call.  

• This will be "live streamed" via Facebook, and there will be no pre-
uploaded video, or 11:30AM teleconference call services available. 

  
3. What are the precautions? According to our conference's guide-
line, congregations may sing "if they are wearing well-fitted and high-
quality masks (N95 or KN95 preferrable), keeping 10 feet between 
people from different households, taking good care to wash their hands, 
carefully keeping contact logs, and ensuring excellent fresh-air ventila-

tion and air circulation throughout the room". 
* In case you are not able to bring a mask of your own, we will have 3 
ply disposable masks available.  
  
4. Continue to Pray & Connect with one another in Christ. "Love 
one another" is Christ's command.  
  
We're thankful for all of you, for being prayerful, vigilant, and hopeful 
throughout these hard times. Let's keep praying! And if you may, I 
hope to see you in person! 
  
Your brother in Christ, Pastor Rhee 

https://www.facebook.com/CarbondaleGraceUMC/Live
https://www.facebook.com/CarbondaleGraceUMC/Live
mailto:carbondalegracepastor@gmail.com
mailto:carbondalegracepastor@gmail.com
https://www.igrc.org/holyspirit
https://www.igrc.org/coronavirus
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MaTT Club 
a place for kids and adults to gather with 

friends, old and new, at the table with Jesus  
 

Meet me at The (Computer) Table, 
we’re Zooming with Jesus! 

 
At our first meeting in March we started the books of Paul. The 
kids learned that the names of these books are the names of people 
or places Paul was writing to. We also talked about families work-
ing together. We talked about which activities were work and 
which were play and how to determine that.  
 
We discussed that because families make the decisions that are 
best for them, not all families will make the same decisions about 
the same things. And sometimes families change the way a certain 
kind of decision is made because the people in the family are old-
er, or deciding the old way just doesn't work anymore.  
 
We agreed that each member of the family is special and unique in 
their own way. Each one of them is an important member of their 
family. The things that they do to help their family are very valua-
ble to the life of their families. 
 
For craft each child made a mobile of his or her family using mod-
eling dough and cookie cutters. 
 
At our next meeting we finished the books of Paul. Our acronym 
to remember all the books of Paul was: Red Cars Go East Past 
Cats That Talk To Plums! Coming up with acronyms was a favor-
ite activity!  
 
We then talked about how Jesus is our best friend. Jesus is always 
our friend even if we do really mean and bad things. He never 
quits being our friend. But like any friend he wants us to be a 
good friend to him. And how do we do that? Jesus said that to be a 
friend to him we must be a friend to people here on earth! We dis-
cussed ways to show kindness and friendship to other people. And 
the most important thing to do is pray for them. 
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MaTT Club continued 
 

We colored friendship flags for our Binder books. 
Since we won’t meet again till after Easter we made Easter crosses 
using ribbon and metal washers. 
 
We are considering the possibility of meeting in-person for our an-
nual Mom & Me party, with precautions of course. This is the 
meeting when we acknowledge our graduates and thank our volun-
teers. Last year we had to cancel this gathering. Keeping our fin-
gers crossed for this year. 
 
Happy April birthday to Kamma.  

 

The results from the Red Cross Blood Drive held 
March 2 at Grace Church are: 
     19 total number of donors, 2 first time donors,  
     17 units collected and 51 potential number of lives     
     saved. 
The next Blood Drive at Grace UMC will be May 4, 
9:00 a.m. —1:00 p.m. 

    
      
     Mavis Rose Williams was born 
February 1, 2021 at Memorial  
Hospital of Carbondale to Danielle 
and Jacob Williams.  She weighed 
 8-pounds and was 20 1/2 inches 
long.  All are doing well! 


