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Shalom and greetings in the Name of Yeshua

the Messiah, who has delivered us from all

evil and freed us from under the power of

death and sin; who has given us eternal

life and has provided all the benefits of our

salvation, including healing from all diseases,

and is preparing a place for us so that where

He is, we may be also!

Dear friends, my thoughts are on each and

all of you as we all have endured a year of

challenges beyond what anyone expected in

2020. As Americans, we are not accustomed

to such severe inconveniences such as a

global pandemic which has been politicized;

being stuck in our homes, being told to wear

masks, having our businesses, restaurants,

churches and synagogues closed, not being

able to see our families for extended periods

of time, and worse, some have succumbed

to the virus. On top of this, our nation has

never been more divided since the Civil War.

We have seen riots, racial tensions, and a

political contest that continues to rage even

a month after election day. Suffice it to say, I

believe everyone is looking forward to

putting 2020 in our proverbial “hindsight”.

From the Rabbi...
F O R  Y O U  H A V E  M A D E  E L Y O N

Y O U R  D W E L L I N G ,
E V E N  A D O N A I ,  W H O  I S  M Y
R E F U G E ,  S O  N O  E V I L  W I L L

B E F A L L  Y O U
N O R  A N Y  P L A G U E  C O M E  N E A R

Y O U R  T E N T .
F O R  H E  W I L L  G I V E  H I S  A N G E L S
C H A R G E  O V E R  Y O U ,  T O  G U A R D

Y O U
I N  A L L  Y O U R  W A Y S .

( P S A L M  9 1 : 1 0 - 1 1 )

F R O M  T H E  R A B B I . . . C O N T I N U E D . . .

More encouragement inside:



From Rabbi cont...
W R I T T E N  B Y  R '  E R I C  D .  L A K A T O S

In this season of trials, I am reminded of the words

of our teacher Rav Shaul of Tarsus, who encouraged

the congregation in Corinth, “Therefore we do not

lose heart. Though our outward man is decaying,

yet our inward man is renewed day by day. For our

trouble, light and momentary, is producing for us

an eternal weight of glory far beyond all

comparison, as we look not at what can be seen

but at what cannot be seen. For what can be seen

is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.” (2

Corinth. 4:16-18). The good news is, this is indeed all

“temporary”. We are assured of that. Additionally,

we know God’s people, Israel, has been through far

worse trials, as the writer of Hebrews reminds us, “In

struggling against sin, you have not yet resisted to

the point of bloodshed.” (Heb. 12:4). The Bible tells

us to keep looking up for our salvation is drawing

closer, not to focus on the temporary. The days are

short, we ask God to teach us to number our days.

We are not promised an easy life in the Olam

Hazeh, but we are promised in His presence both

fullness of joy, and pleasures evermore. These are

not fairytales or bubbe meises[1], this is the essence

of emunah (faith)! Now faith is the substance of

things hoped for, the evidence of realities not seen.”

(Heb. 11:1).  I am taking up space on these pages to

say all this for the purpose of encouraging you all.

Now, more than ever we need to stay connected to

Hashem, His Word, in the Spirit, praying and

studying, and staying pure as we’ve been taught:

“So pay close attention to how you walk—not as

unwise people but as wise. Make the most of your

time because the days are evil.” (Eph. 5:15-16). 

At Tikvat, we may have had to close the building

for a few months this year, but the ministry NEVER

CLOSES. We never stop

praying together on Tuesday nights, even if it is

over Zoom online. We never

cancel worship services, as they are Livestreamed.

We never stop weekly Bible

Study on Thursday nights, also over Zoom. Our

Sisterhood continues monthly

meetings as well as Giborei Hachayil (Men of Valor).

[1]“Bubbe Meise - Jewish English Lexicon,” accessed December 4, 2020,

https://jel.jewish-languages.org/words/1430. “"old wive's tale"; an untrue

story, sometimes related to superstition”.

"Make the most of your
time because the days are
evil." (Eph. 5:15-16)

Instead of shrinking in 2020 – we are GROWING!

Tikvat’s online presence has exploded with new

contacts and activity; we’ve been reaching more

people with the message of Yeshua than ever

before!  Furthermore, this year we have added

Rabbi Elliott Katz to our staff as Associate Rabbi,

to help and co-labor with me to encourage,

teach, build up and spiritually minister to all of

the families here in the Messianic Jewish

Community of Northeast Ohio and Western PA.

Rabbi Elliott has already started a new ministry

to married couples in order to strengthen

relationships. He and Rebbetzin Nancy are

teaching a class, The Lifelong Marriage Journey,

which I am thrilled to see, because he and

Nancy are most qualified having raised their

children as Believers and have several decades

of a successful solid Messianic Jewish marriage

relationship. They are an example to us all.

Rabbi Elliott’s presence with me on staff will

continue to help grow the congregation as

many more families with needs will be met with

another rabbi helping to reach out, build

relationships, make new contacts, mentor and

disciple, teach and preach, lead and delegate to

others as the local representation of the

Messianic Jewish Body of Messiah in our area.

The Board of Elders continues to plan for 2021,

even though there is much uncertainty. No one

knows for sure when exactly life will return to

somewhat of normalcy. Even the hotly contested

election final results remain uncertain and we

pray for a peaceful resolution. Nevertheless, life

and ministry move forward, and we are planning

with the guidance of the

Ruach, how to reopen fully and safely in 2021



From Rabbi cont...
W R I T T E N  B Y  R '  E R I C  D .  L A K A T O S

We look forward to a day when we can all once

again break bread together in Oneg, and at the

Shulcan Adonai (Table of the Lord). To see

children’s classes in person once again, and the

hospitality ministry to one day be resurrected. To

see our office staff return, and the many faces of

our elder members to once again join us in person

in worship. Many also look forward to the day when

we can join hands and dance before the Lord once

again during worship, and lay hands in prayer on

each other. To see a day soon when we will not

have a need to socially distance from one another

and be able to simply shake hands and give each

other the embrace of love and fellowship that we

all miss. Realistically, the Board sees this all

happening in stages as the Nation heals, several

vaccines that are promising may help, but our hope

is not in medicine or men. We put our faith and

hope in Adonai Rofeh (The Lord Our Healer). We see

this happening in stages slowly but nevertheless

surely getting back to normal. In addition, we are

planning new classes for 2021 and of course

observing the Appointed Festivals again next year.

As Senior Rabbi, I continue to preach and prepare

services weekly, once again my wife and I find

ourselves in the position as the only ones at the

synagogue weekly to coordinate a service that is

mixed with online music, pre-recorded videos of

our worship leaders, a choreographed Torah

Service with Rabbi Elliott and pre-recorded Aliyot

reading the weekly Parasha Hashuvah, the Liturgy

and I strive to deliver a weekly inspirational

message that is anointed by the Ruach Hakodesh.

All of this takes time to prepare each week. I am

thankful for Rabbi Elliott’s consistent help. You may

have also seen me regularly on the Ask the Pastor

Show on the TCT Network each Wednesday

afternoon at 4 PM. This will continue through the

end of 2020, however, in 2021 I have been invited

by TCT to Host the program weekly. So, you can

tune in again beginning in January on TCT channel,

Wednesday at 4 PM where I host a panel of pastors

who take live questions on the Bible, God and

spiritual matters from over 80 million households

nationwide.

God continues to open doors in this area of

ministry, please pray for me for wisdom and

guidance from Hashem for whatever ministry

opportunity doors may open. Additionally, I

continue to write, and am in the final stages of

completing a commentary on the book of

Deuteronomy which is to be published soon. There

are several other new projects in the pipeline. I just

wish there were more hours in a day! I remain

active in leadership with the IAMCS (International

Alliance of Messianic Congregations and

Synagogues), serving on the Steering Committee,

and the Ordination and Membership

Subcommittee which trains and ordains future

Messianic rabbis and plants Messianic synagogues

all over the world. I am proud of the work of the

IAMCS. Also, this coming year, for the first time

ever, I’ve been invited to represent the Messianic

Jewish Alliance of America as a Delegate to the

world conference of the IMJA (International

Messianic Jewish Alliance). More on the IMJA here:

https://imja.org/. Last summer, due to Covid-19, the

MJAA (Messianic Jewish Alliance of America), for

the first time in its history, had to cancel the

annual Messiah Conference, which is held each

year the first week of July. Many of us at Tikvat

attend. So far, there are NO plans to cancel in 2021.

Please pray that we can hold our annual

conference as it is a life-changing experience each

year and so many Messianic believers are

encouraged there. You should also consider

attending, or “attending again” if possible. Finally,

in 2021, I am personally looking forward to

continuing to develop new future leaders in a

small discipleship group of hand selected men

that I want to raise up as the next

generation of leaders in the Messianic movement,

and at Tikvat. Prayer is

needed for this too.



In conclusion, we all are יחד  "Yachad", "together"

in the struggle for the Good News of Messiah Yeshua to the

Jew first, and also to the Gentile. We have a mandate from

our Messiah to go and preach the ׂשֹוָרה B'sorah "Good ּבְ

News" to every creature. We have been guaranteed success

in this ministry by Yeshua Himself. He promised us, “Go

into all the world and proclaim the Good News to every

creature.  He who believes and is immersed shall be saved,

but he who does not believe shall be condemned. These

signs will accompany those who believe: in My name they

will drive out demons; they will speak new languages; they

will handle snakes; and if they drink anything deadly, it will

not harm them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they

will get well.” (Mark 16:15-18). We are indeed in this

together. I am inviting and asking you to get involved in

one way or another. If you already

have a home congregation, that is fine, you can still

support the Good News going to the Jews here locally in

this community by praying and financially

supporting the only Messianic Jewish synagogue in

Cleveland. If you are not committed anywhere to a local

body of believers, then consider getting involved at Tikvat.

You do not need to be Jewish, all that is needed is a heart

that loves the Jewish people and a willingness to stand

with them in good times and during trials. Get involved

and get behind the vision. Yeshua told us, that Jerusalem

will NOT see Him again until they all say, “Baruch Haba

B’shem Adonai”, “Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of

the Lord”. Each Jew that comes

to know the Lord brings us all one step closer to His Return

to His city Jerusalem. Let’s roll up our sleeves in 2021, do

our priestly duty, get behind

the vision of the B’sorah to our Jewish people, pray for it,

support it regularly, make a commitment to renew yourself

in the Lord in 2021. There is no better New Year’s

Resolution than that!

NOTE: This year the USPS delivery has been
extremely delinquent with us due to the
Covid Pandemic. We are NOT enclosing a
return donation envelope because the mail
will likely not make it back to us even before
the end of year!  Therefore, would you please
consider making your end-of-year tax
deductible donation online through our
secure PayPal portal?   Step by step video-
instruction how to make an online donation
is on our website here:
https://tikvatcleveland.org/donate  If this doesn’t

work for you – please call our office and we will

process it for you over the phone. 216-297-9929.

"We have a mandate from
our Messiah to go and
preach the ׂשֹוָרה B'sorah ּבְ
"Good News" to every
creature."

May 2021 be a year of prosperity, health, joy,

happiness, long life and peace for you and your

family. We are here for you and we will pray for

you. Be sure to submit your prayer requests on

our website at the “Contact Us” page.  We pray

each Tuesday evening in intercessory prayer for

all who need it. You are not alone; you are loved

and are created in His image. Let’s renew our

love for Him and pass each and every test of our

faith in the coming days, weeks and months. 

ְמֶרָך   .ְיָבֶרְכָך ְיהוָה, ְוִיׁשְ

 

ָניו ֵאֶליָך ,יֵָאר ְיהוָה ּפָ
ּךָ   .ִויֻחּנֶ

 

ָניו ֵאֶליָך א ְיהוָה ּפָ ָ ,ִיׂשּ

לֹום ם ְלָך ׁשָ .ְויָׂשֵ

 

“May the Lord bless you and keep you; may the

Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be

gracious to you.  The LORD lift up His

countenance upon you, and

give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-27). 

Brachot, (blessings),

Rabbi Eric David Lakatos


