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Tikvat Yisrael Messianic Synagogue, Cleveland, Ohio  

Responds to Colleyville, TX synagogue hostage crisis. 

If a man is caught kidnapping …then that kidnapper must die. So, you are to purge the evil from 

your midst. Dt 24:7. 

Cleveland— January 19 2022 — Last Saturday, January 15th, during a Shabbat morning 

service, a man entered the building and took hostages at the Beth Israel Synagogue in 

Colleyville, TX. The standoff lasted nearly twelve hours and when the news broke, our hearts 

went out and our prayers went up for the community there and especially for the hostages and 

their families. Like everyone, we were relieved to hear that all hostages escaped unharmed. Our 

gratitude goes out to God for answering all our prayers and to all the brave police, FBI, swat 

teams and the brilliant hostage negotiators who responded to the crisis. We are grateful to all 

who serve and always support our brave men and women in law enforcement. 

Since 2016, our local congregation has allocated a significant portion of our budget 

towards armed professional security detail AT ALL SERVICES, every week. Additionally, we 

have members within our congregation who are law enforcement officers themselves (and others 

who are licensed to conceal) who are trained in security tactics and are prepared at a moment’s 

notice to respond to any perceived threat. A marked security squad car along with many other 

deterrents send the message loud and clear that we do not tolerate threats and will take all 

measures to ensure the safety of our congregation and all who worship with us.   

We encourage all houses of worship to invest in the same training and security measures 

that we have for many years, implementing the latest tactics and technology in security and self-
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defense. The Bible says, “Behold, the Keeper of Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps. The Lord is 

your Keeper.” (Psalm 121:4-5). If the Guardian of Israel doesn’t sleep – neither should we. At 

Tikvat we remain diligent and remind all who attend services at any place of worship to remain 

diligent; and report all suspicious behavior for the safety and sake of everyone. May these crimes 

never be tolerated and never happen again.  
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For more information on: 

www.tikvatcleveland.org  
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