
Biblical Morality & Social Responsibility within a Modern Messianic 
Jewish Community 

 

1 
 

21 Centuries have passed since the Messiah Yeshua gathered, taught and 

dispatched the first disciples from the Land of Israel with a mandate to go and 

make disciples of all nations, immersing them in the Name of the Father, Son 

and Ruach Hakodesh (Matt. 28:19).  Today, Messianic Jewish disciples of 

Yeshua still have this same mandate.   

Whereas, in the latter half of the 20th, and thus far within the 21st centuries, 

American society has experienced great changes of cultural values regarding 

the definition of marriage, and sexual practices that are considered acceptable 

within this society, and  

Whereas, modern medical technology has afforded human beings to alter 

one’s gender, thus affecting the definition of “male and female” and/or 

“transgender”;  and 

Whereas, societal norms, customs, philosophies, practices, public opinions, 

cultural values and political positions often fluctuate and change over periods 

of time, 

It is the purpose of this paper to affirm and establish that Biblical Morality as 

revealed within the Holy Scriptures does not change.  Furthermore, it is the 

purpose of this paper to communicate the position of the congregation of 

Tikvat Yisrael Messianic Synagogue on this issue of Biblical Morality & Social 

Responsibility within our community. 

Tikvat Yisrael Messianic Synagogue affirms and defines marriage as 

between one man and one woman; each male and female at the time of 

their birth and remains so, according to our traditions, practices and 

understanding of Biblical standards and ideals.   

This definition and policy is in accordance with our Statement of Beliefs and 

Values as outlined on our Homepage: www.tikvatcleveland.org  

  

http://www.tikvatcleveland.org/
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I. Morality Regarding Sexual Relationships 

Why is this issue so important?   

1 Corinthians 6:18 

New King James Version (NKJV) 

18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, 
but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.  

The Bible makes a distinction between other immoral acts and that of “sexual 

immorality”.  What differentiates sexual immorality from others is the fact 

that this particular act is scandalous; hurtful to not only oneself, but also one’s 

spouse or future spouse; and the behavior due to its sensuality by nature is 

contagious to the weaknesses of human nature.  This is why Scripture warns 

against this type of behavior so heavily.   

What is sexual immorality?   

Basically, the definition of “Sexual Immorality” is the act of engaging in a 

Biblically forbidden sexual relationships איסורי ביאה. 

Exodus 20:14 “Do not commit adultery. 

Adultery is defined in the Bible as a sexual relationship with someone else’s 

spouse. 
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Leviticus 18  (Entire Chapter)   

This passage of Scripture gives a complete list of Forbidden Relationships: 

 Sexual relations with a married woman not his wife. (Leviticus 

18:20, 20:10) 

 Sexual relations with a woman—including one’s wife—during and 

after her menstrual period (Leviticus 18:19) 

 One's mother (Leviticus 18:7) 

 One's father (Leviticus 18:7) 

 One's stepmother (Leviticus 18:8) 

 One's paternal or maternal sister (Leviticus 18:9) 

 One's paternal sister through one's father's wife (Leviticus 18:11) 

 One's daughter (inferred from Leviticus 18:10) 

 One's granddaughter (Leviticus 18:10) 

 A woman and her daughter (Leviticus 18:17) 

 A woman and her granddaughter (Leviticus 18:17) 

 One's aunt by blood (Leviticus 18:12-13) 

 One's father's brother (Leviticus 18:14) 

 One's father's brother's wife (Leviticus 18:14) 

 One's daughter-in-law (Leviticus 18:15) 

 One's brother's wife (Leviticus 18:16) 

 One's wife's sister during one's wife's lifetime, even if since divorced 

(Leviticus 18:18) 

 Homosexuality - (Leviticus 18:22) as forbidding men from lying with 

other men in the manner in which they would with a woman, and calls it 

an abomination. 

 Female Homosexuality – (Leviticus 18: 3 You are not to engage in the 

activities found in the land of Egypt, where you used to live; and you are 

not to engage in the activities found in the land of Kena‘an, where I am 

bringing you; nor are you to live by their laws. It is well known that 

Lesbian relationships were practiced in ancient Egypt and the Torah 

forbids this kind of relationship, additionally it is specifically address in 
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the Brit Chadashah דשהברית ח  (New Covenant): Romans 1:26 This is why 

God has given them up to degrading passions; so that their women 

exchange natural sexual relations for unnatural.” 

 Bestiality. (Leviticus 18:23), (i.e. sexual relations with an animal) It is 

considered an abomination according to the Torah. 

 Pedophilia.  Sexual relations with a minor.  (Matt. 18: 6 and whoever 

ensnares one of these little ones who trust me, it would be better for him 

to have a millstone hung around his neck and be drowned in the open sea!  

7 Woe to the world because of snares! For there must be snares, but woe 

to the person who sets the snare!).   

 Fornication – “Promiscuity”. The Bible forbids sex outside of marriage. 

Leviticus 19:29 Do not defile your daughter by making her sexually 

promiscuous or else the land will become promiscuous and full of shame. 

See also: Deuteronomy 23:18-19 18 (17) “No woman of Isra’el is to 

engage in ritual prostitution, and no man of Isra’el is to engage in ritual 

homosexual prostitution. 19 (18) Nothing earned through heterosexual or 

homosexual prostitution is to be brought into the house of Adonai your 

God in fulfillment of any vow, for both of these are abhorrent to Adonai 

your God.  See also: Hebrews 13:4 Marriage is honorable in every respect; 

and, in particular, sex within marriage is pure. But God will indeed punish 

fornicators and adulterers.  See also: I Corinthians 6:9 do you not know 

that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 

deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 

homosexuals, nor sodomites,  10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 

nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 
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II. The Effects of Violating Forbidden Relationships 

Engaging in these forbidden relationships brings spiritual and emotional pain 

and suffering to individuals, families, congregations and communities. 

Take Pedophilia for example, it is well known and documented in the medical 

and psychological communities that child sex abuse produces life-long 

consequences: 

Child sexual abuse can result in both short-term and long-term harm, including 
psychopathology in later life.[11][23] Indicators and effects include depression,[6][24][25] 
anxiety,[8] eating disorders,[26] poor self-esteem,[26] somatization,[25] sleep 
disturbances,[27][28] and dissociative and anxiety disorders including post-traumatic stress 
disorder.[7][29] While children may exhibit regressive behaviours such as a return to thumb-
sucking or bed-wetting, the strongest indicator of sexual abuse is sexual acting out and 
inappropriate sexual knowledge and interest.[30][31] Victims may withdraw from school and 
social activities[30] and exhibit various learning and behavioural problems including cruelty 
to animals,[32][33][34][35] attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), conduct disorder, 
and oppositional defiant disorder (ODD).[26] Teenage pregnancy and risky sexual behaviors 
may appear in adolescence.[36] Child sexual abuse victims report almost four times as many 
incidences of self-inflicted harm.[37] 

 

 

A study funded by the USA National Institute of Drug Abuse found that "Among more than 1,400 

adult females, childhood sexual abuse was associated with increased likelihood of drug 

dependence, alcohol dependence, and psychiatric disorders. The associations are expressed as odds 

ratios: for example, women who experienced nongenital sexual abuse in childhood were 2.83 times 

more likely to suffer drug dependence as adults than were women who were not abused."[38] 

A well documented long term negative effect is repeated or additional victimization in 
adolescence and adulthood.[10][39] A causal relationship has been found between childhood 
sexual abuse and various adult psychopathologies, including crime and 
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suicide,[14][40][41][42][43][44] in addition to alcoholism and drug abuse.[38][39][45] Males who 
were sexually abused as children more frequently appear in the criminal justice system 
than in a clinical mental health setting.[30] A study comparing middle-aged women who 
were abused as children with non-abused counterparts found significantly higher health 
care costs for the former.[25][46] Intergenerational effects have been noted, with the children 
of victims of child sexual abuse exhibiting more conduct problems, peer problems, and 
emotional problems than their peers.[47] 

A specific characteristic pattern of symptoms has not been identified[48] and there are 
several hypotheses about the causality of these associations.[6][49][50] 

Studies have found that 51% to 79% of sexually abused children exhibit psychological 
symptoms.[42][51][52][53][54] The risk of harm is greater if the abuser is a relative, if the abuse 
involves intercourse or attempted intercourse, or if threats or force are used.[55] The level 
of harm may also be affected by various factors such as penetration, duration and 
frequency of abuse, and use of force.[11][23][56][57] The social stigma of child sexual abuse may 
compound the psychological harm to children,[57][58] and adverse outcomes are less likely 
for abused children who have supportive family environments.[59][60]   (Child sexual abuse, 
2014) 

As earlier stated, engaging in forbidden relationships not only hurts 

individuals, but it also brings pain to the entire community and congregation. 
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III. Social Responsibility within the Messianic Jewish Community 

Sexual abuse is recognized as a serious problem in our society, and if 

individual victims remain untreated their behaviors often affect others, and 

the patterns are repeated.   

As stated earlier, the Bible makes a distinction between this type of behavior 

and that of other destructive, sinful behaviors.  Additionally, the Bible even 

gives clear direction on how to care for those who engage in these types of 

immoral acts and also to protect the rest of the congregation. 

Because sexual immorality (i.e. forbidden relationships) has a natural appeal 

due to its sensuality, it is considered by the Bible as contagious to the entire 

community.  Whatever is “forbidden” naturally has an exhilarating lure, as the 

common term is often used: “forbidden fruit”, which as a term that has its 

roots in the Bible, referring to the story of Adam and Eve. (Genesis 1). 

How does the Messianic Community respond to those who practice sexual 

immorality? 

 Romans 13:8 

8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one 
another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 

First, it is the responsibility of the Messianic Community to reach out to 

everyone, Jew or Gentile, male or female, old or young, with the Love of 

Messiah Yeshua.   

The Messianic Community’s responsibility is to remember that we were all 

sinners at one time before our redemption in Messiah Yeshua. 

Isaiah 64:6 

New King James Version (NKJV) 

6 But we are all like an unclean thing, 
And all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags; 
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We all fade as a leaf, 
And our iniquities, like the wind, 
Have taken us away. 

The message we share with everyone, including those who practice forbidden 

relationships is and remains: 

1 John 1:9 

New King James Version (NKJV) 

9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

Our message of this Good News is a message of love towards the entire world 

though it knows Him not… 

John 1: 10  

He was in the world — the world came to be through him — 

    yet the world did not know him. 11  

He came to his own homeland, 

    yet his own people did not receive him. 

12 But to as many as did receive him, to those who put their trust in his 

person and power, he gave the right to become children of God,  13 not 

because of bloodline, physical impulse or human intention, but because 

of God. 

Our message, the Good News of Salvation is for the world: who do not know 

Him, and do not yet receive Him, however for those who do put their trust in 

Him, He gives the right to become Children of God.   

This is not something “we” do, the Scripture is clear, God does this changing of 

the heart.   
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Our message, is that God loves you… yes even those who practice forbidden 

relationships… 

John 3: 16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only and unique 

Son, so that everyone who trusts in him may have eternal life, instead of 

being utterly destroyed.  17 For God did not send the Son into the world 

to judge the world, but rather so that through him, the world might be 

saved.  18 Those who trust in him are not judged; those who do not trust 

have been judged already, in that they have not trusted in the one who is 

God’s only and unique Son. 
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IV. Responsibility to the Messianic Jewish Congregation 

Not only does Tikvat Yisrael recognize its social responsibility to individuals 

and to the world to whom we bring our message, but we also recognize our 

responsibility towards those who have already joined our community of faith. 

As stated earlier, due to the sensual and luring nature of forbidden 

relationships, the Elders and Leadership of Tikvat Yisrael has a responsibility 

to protect the sheep, and the Bible gives direction on how this should be 

managed. 

What does the Bible say about fellowship with those who practice forbidden 

relationships? 

There are 4 categories of behavior that are Biblically prohibited within the 

Messianic Jewish Community: 

1. Idolatry (the worship of other gods, or multiple gods) 

2. Eating Blood (this is a demonic and Satanic practice) 

3. Eating meat containing blood (same) 

4. Sexual Immorality (i.e. forbidden relationships) 

Acts 15: 19 “Therefore, my opinion is that we should not put obstacles in 

the way of the Goyim who are turning to God.  20 Instead, we should 

write them a letter telling them to abstain from things polluted by idols, 

from fornication, from what is strangled and from blood.  21 For from 

the earliest times, Moshe has had in every city those who proclaim him, 

with his words being read in the synagogues every Shabbat.”  

Acts 21: 25 “However, in regard to the Goyim who have come to trust in 

Yeshua, we all joined in writing them a letter with our decision that they 

should abstain from what had been sacrificed to idols, from blood, from 

what is strangled and from fornication.” 

Tikvat Yisrael Messianic Synagogue has a responsibility towards those who 

have already repented of their sins and desire to remain in fellowship that is 

in accord with Biblical Standards.  This requires our congregation to maintain 
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these 4 categories of behavior as a basic standard of conduct within our 

fellowship for the protection of the entire congregation.  There is also Biblical 

precedent for this requirement. 

In the ancient Biblical city of Corinth, there was a case of a member of the 

Messianic Community who engaged in a forbidden relationship, and this is 

how it was handled: 

1 Corinthians 5  

Complete Jewish Bible (CJB) 

5 It is actually being reported that there is sexual sin among you, and it is 
sexual sin of a kind that is condemned even by pagans — a man is living 
with his stepmother! 2 And you stay proud? Shouldn’t you rather have 
felt some sadness that would have led you to remove from your company 
the man who has done this thing?... 5 hand over such a person to the 
Adversary for his old nature to be destroyed, so that his spirit may be 
saved in the Day of the Lord. 

Individuals who continue to engage in any of the 4 categories listed above 

forfeit their standing in the fellowship of a Messianic Jewish congregation 

according to Biblical Law.   

However, the removal of fellowship is designed to produce 2 outcomes. 

1. To protect the congregation from these spiritually destructive behaviors 

2. To facilitate a repentance and restoration on the part of the individual 

The individual in the case of 1 Corinthians, after he was removed from the 

fellowship repented of his immorality and was restored: 

2 Corinthians 2: 6 For such a person the punishment already imposed on 

him by the majority is sufficient,  7 so that now you should do the 

opposite — forgive him, encourage him, comfort him. Otherwise such a 

person might be swallowed up in overwhelming depression.  8 So I urge 

you to show that you really do love him.   
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Here we see true Biblical Love.  If we love the sheep and maintain our 

responsibility both to the individual and to the rest of the community, there 

may be restoration and repentance.   

2 Corinthians 7: 10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to 

salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. 11 See 

what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what 

eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what 

longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At every point 

you have proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter. 12 So even 

though I wrote to you, it was neither on account of the one who did the 

wrong nor on account of the injured party, but rather that before God 

you could see for yourselves how devoted to us you are. 13 By all this we 

are encouraged. 
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V. Conclusion 

Tikvat Yisrael Messianic Synagogue recognizes the Bible to be our absolute 

authority in all matters of life.  As our statement of faith says on our website, 

we recognize the Bible to be infallible and inerrant. The Word of God is 

inspired by the Ruach (Holy Spirit) and is given to man through this Divine 

inspiration and revelation.  And as stated earlier, the Biblical standards of 

morality do not change. 

In our modern world, many other congregations have chosen to compromise 

on these Biblical standards of morality and instead have allowed the 

standards of American cultural values and public opinion to define their own 

definitions of marriage, morality and social responsibility that is not in 

accordance with the Bible.   

At the very core of Scripture is a call for mankind to be separated from 

immorality as defined in the Bible: 

י ְיהָוה  י ֲאנִּ ם, כִּ ְצַריִּ ְה , ַהַמֲעֶלה ֶאְתֶכם ֵמֶאֶרץ מִּ ים, ֹית ָלֶכםלִּ ; ֵלאֹלהִּ
י י ָקדֹוׁש ָאנִּ ים, כִּ יֶתם ְקֹדׁשִּ ְהיִּ  וִּ

Leviticus 11:45 

 45 For I am ADONAI, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt to be your 
God. Therefore you are to be holy, because I am holy. 

The key word in this verse in Hebrew is “K’dosh”, which means to become 

“separate”.  It is translated in English as “holy”, be holy.  But holiness doesn’t 

mean that someone is better than someone else.  (as often misunderstood).  

Nor does it mean some kind of mystical spiritual status.  It simply means 

something or someone that has been set aside for a specific purpose. 

When a person has a savings account and designates it as a “rainy day fund”, 

that money is for “emergency purposes only”.  For example, when the roof 

leaks, or when the car breaks down, et cetera.  The money saved is therefore 

considered “k’dosh” – or “holy” – set aside for a specific purpose. 
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The Bible says that we, as believers are set aside for God’s specific purposes 

and not for sexual immorality, idolatry, eating of blood or meat tainted with 

blood.   

We as people are to be holy as He is holy. 

2 Corinthians 7 Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, 
let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and 
spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. 

Our Biblical calling and lifestyle is indeed very different from what public 

opinion and modern values call for.   

Tikvat Yisrael is a congregation open to all who desire to enter the Kingdom of 

God and follow this Biblical Lifestyle. 

We are open to all who want to learn and grow in their relationship with the 

God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and His Son Yeshua the Messiah. 

And to those who do not know Him yet, our message to them is a message of 

love and forgiveness that is available from God.  Our Good News message is 

that reconciliation and restoration is available to all.  And we invite all people, 

Jew and Gentile, male or female, young or old to receive this promise of 

Salvation that is free of charge and afforded to us by the Messiah Yeshua. 

We love and affirm all people.  We do not love and affirm all behaviors and 

choices that all people make.  And our responsibility is not only to these 

individuals, but also to all of those already reconciled and committed to a 

Biblical lifestyle.   

It is our prayer that this paper has fulfilled its purpose in communicating our 

position on the matters of Biblical Morality and Social Responsibility within 

the Messianic Jewish Community.   

May the Lord bless all of His people, and may all flesh be reconciled to Him 

through His Son, Messiah Yeshua, our Lord. 

Amen 
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