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“Our youth mission 
is to provide a place 

where teens can 
come together to 

deepen their 
relationship with  

G-d, build 
relationships with 

other Messianic 
teens, worship 

Yeshua the 

Messiah, participate 
in service and 

outreach 
opportunities, and 

develop their 
Messianic Jewish 
identity in a fun, 

culturally relevant 
setting..” 

 

 

Shalom Tikvat Parents, here is a report on the activities of your students at 

our last meeting, March 16th.   We first broke the ice first with this activity: 

Balloon Master  

The youth split into two teams, and 

each were given tape and a pack of 

party balloons.  The team who 

successfully blew up, tied, taped 

and pasted the most securely on 

Larry won a $15 ITunes Gift Card! 

Beware though, if the balloons fell 

they didn’t count!!! It was a race. 

Nick, Adam and Tori won, but after a competition of “Rock, Paper, Scissors” 

between the three of them, it was Nick who took home spoils!  I had to feel 

sorry for Larry though!  Be careful – if you want to volunteer with the youth 

–something like this just might happen to you too…! 

Jimmy-John’s Night! 

The March meeting was Jimmy John’s night!  All the students were late 

getting me their orders – so I had to guess this time for the most part what 

they wanted.  Special thanks go out to 

Adam and Tori who were the only ones 

who actually got me their orders.  I will 

try to send out notifications earlier next 

month.   

During the meal however, we did get an 

incredible firsthand account of the 

miracles that God had done in the life 

testimony of Larry Brown.  Larry is a 

member of Tikvat with an amazing story. 

No less than 4 times did God save his life.  First, Larry shared how when he 

was a student his life almost ended by gang violence on the streets.  If he 

stayed in that lifestyle, he knew he’d either end up in prison for life or 

worse, his life would end prematurely.  The Lord saved him from that by 

bringing him to Vietnam!  Larry saw combat, and shared with our students 

how at one point he met the enemy face to face without his weapon!!!  God 

saved him from certain death.  However, that wasn’t the last time his life 

was in danger.  Upon returning home, Larry soothed the post trauma of 

warfare experience by abusing drugs and soon he was addicted.  He shared 

how was in rehab no less than three times and even once tried suicide by 

overdose, but His life again was spared and he was instantly delivered from 

the addiction by the God of Israel!   

 



 

 

Our Next Meeting is: 

April  20th  @ 7:00 
p.m. 

NOTE:  IF YOU 
DIDN’T GET THE 
ENVELOPE WE SENT 

HOME… 

1. See the Parent 
Questionnaire 
– CLICK HERE 

2. See the 
explanation of 
HaNevchar ON 

THE LINK 
ABOVE 

3. Turn in your 
student’s 
Membership 
form & dues. 

 

 
 

Larry became a reborn believer in Yeshua and has been serving the Lord 

ever since then.  He now is a certified volunteer in the juvenile court 

system here in Cleveland, a Black-Belt in Kung fu and teaches martial arts 

to underprivileged youth.  Larry was SAVED AGAIN recently when the VA 

Doctors diagnosed him with Stage 4 cancer.  They said they did not expect 

him to live but a few months.  Now, they can’t find the cancer and he’s been 

living pain free for years serving the Lord.  Larry’s testimony was 

inspirational to your kids and they got to ask him many questions.   

Last Meeting’s Lesson:  ARE YOU WILLING TO RESCUE 

SOMEONE? 

Larry’s testimony fit right into our lesson last night.  The Main Point of our 

Lesson was: Rescuing others usually involves risk. But since Yeshua risked 

and sacrificed so much rescuing us, we should be willing to do the same for 

others. 

To reinforce this lesson, and Larry’s testimony, we watched a clip from the 

new movie: Hacksaw Ridge is a World War II era film that reveals the 

courageous True Story actions of Private Desmond Doss on behalf of his 

Army Company during the Battle of Okinawa in 1945. “Hacksaw Ridge” was 

the nickname given to an area on the battlefield where the American 

soldiers were constantly being beaten back by the Japanese military. 

During the carnage, American soldiers suffered lots of casualties and even 

more injuries. Adding to their misery was the fact that many of the injured 

were left on the battlefield as the Americans retreated.  Fortunately for our 

guys, Private Doss evacuated 75 of them from the Hacksaw Ridge…all while 

under enemy fire. Oh yeah, and he did it without ever carrying a weapon….  

Private Doss was raised in a Seventh Day Adventist home where the Bible’s 

teachings buried convictions in his heart against killing. Thus, when he 

joined the Army, he did so without firing or even carrying a weapon! “Dez,” 

as he was called by his brothers-in-arms, functioned as the squad’s medic.  

For his heroic and selfless efforts, he was awarded our nation’s most 

prestigious citation, The Congressional Medal of Honor.   

(The scene clip is essentially a battle scene. It’s a little graphic with war-

related injuries and wounds. But over and over again, we see Dez dragging 

injured soldiers to the ledge of Hacksaw Ridge and lowering them to safety 

below. Each time he saved a fellow soldier, he prayed, “Lord, just one 

more.”) 

After the clip, we had a discussion, and I shared, “I believe it took lots of 

guts for Dez to stay behind trying to care for and rescue his wounded 

friends. I mean its one thing to do that while carrying a rifle; it’s another to 

do it without any sort of weapon! But that’s what he did. After everything 

was tallied, official reports claimed that Private Doss risked his life to 

rescue 75 injured soldiers from Hacksaw Ridge. That’s the thing: rescuing 

others usually involves risk. Just ask Dez! But since Yeshua sacrificed so 

much in rescuing you and me, we should be willing to do the same for 

others.  Rescuing others takes risk, Yeshua risked everything for us! 

The Bible says:  

 

http://tikvatyisraelmessianicsynagogue-preview.cloversites.com/programs-what-we-do/hanevchar-parents-page


Romans 10:1-15 Tree of Life Version (TLV)   Brothers and sisters, my 

heart’s desire and my prayer to God for Israel is for their salvation. 2 For I 

testify about them that they have zeal for God—but not based on 

knowledge. 3 For being ignorant of God’s righteousness and seeking to 

establish their own, they did not submit themselves to the righteousness of 

God. 4 For Messiah is the goal of the Torah as a means to righteousness for 

everyone who keeps trusting. 

5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on Torah, “The 

man who does these things shall live by them.”  6 But the righteousness 

based on faith speaks in this way: 

“Do not say in your heart, 

‘Who will go up into heaven?’ 

    (that is, to bring Messiah down), 

7 or, ‘Who will go down into the abyss?’ 

    (that is, to bring Messiah up from the dead).” 

8 But what does it say? 

“The word is near you, 

    in your mouth and in your heart” 

—that is, the word of faith 

that we are proclaiming: 

9 For if you confess with your mouth 

        that Yeshua is Lord, 

and believe in your heart 

        that God raised Him from the dead, 

    you will be saved. 

10 For with the heart it is believed for righteousness, 

and with the mouth it is confessed for salvation. 

11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever trusts in Him will not be put to 

shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same 

Lord is Lord of all—richly generous to all who call on Him. 13 For “Everyone 

who calls upon the name of ADONAI shall be saved.” 

This is why we do what we do at Tikvat, and for our students in HaNevchar. 

Parents, there is nothing more important than your son or daughter’s soul, 

their Eternal right standing with God.  Help us help them, by feeding them 

spiritually and building character values that will last a lifetime.  Just as it 

has for Larry Brown.  Until next month, I remain, 

Yours truly, 

Rabbi Eric 

 

 



 

 

 


