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“Our youth mission 
is to provide a place 

where teens can 
come together to 

deepen their 
relationship with  

G-d, build 
relationships with 

other Messianic 
teens, worship 

Yeshua the 

Messiah, participate 
in service and 

outreach 
opportunities, and 

develop their 
Messianic Jewish 
identity in a fun, 

culturally relevant 
setting..” 

 

 

Shalom Tikvat Parents, here is a report on the activities of your students at 

our last meeting, Feb. 16th.   We first broke the ice first with this activity: 

Secret Identity (aka, Who's On My Forehead?) 

We had everyone secretly write down the name of a person on a small piece 

of paper or a sticker. It has to be a person that everyone in the room would 

know about - a famous historical figure, an actor or sports celebrity, or a 

popular politician. We then had them tape the name on the foreheads of the 

person on their left. Everyone goes around and asks people yes or no 

questions about who is on their head. They can only ask each person one 

question. The person who can do it in the least number of asks wins! 

Chipotle Night! 

The February meeting was Chipotle night!  Most 

millenialls love Chipotle, and this “Gen Xer” loved it 

too!  The students enjoyed the various choices of 

Chicken, Steak, Veggie and Baracoa (shredded beef), 

but rest assured – we kept it Biblically Kosher! (no 

piggy!)  Of course, we also had high carbonated 

and caffeinated sodas to 

keep them awake too!  

Chips and salsa and the 

amazing guacamole!   We also had a really good 

turn out.  5 students and 2 adult leaders (including 

myself enjoyed the fellowship 

time, and the food.   We also 

always try to make the 

environment fun, laid-back and 

relaxing.  These students are not 

sitting at a “boring desk” or an 

empty room.  I tear apart my 

office furniture and set it up and 

roll out the red carpet for your 

students… 

Our youth meet in “Luxury Conditions” 

and why not? They are worth it!   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Our Next Meeting is: 

Mar. 16th @ 7:00 
p.m. 

NOTE:  IF YOU 
DIDN’T GET THE 
ENVELOPE WE SENT 

HOME… 

1. See the 
attached 
Parent 

Questionnaire. 

2. See the 
explanation of 

HaNevchar 

3. Turn in your 
student’s 
Membership 
form & dues. 

 

Last Meeting’s Lesson:  WHAT IS TRUTH? 

We got deep in February with a starting question, I asked the students, 

“What is Truth?”.  The various answers were very interesting.  After 

everyone shared then we looked at the following verses in the Bible:  John 

18: 33-38.  (This is just before Yeshua was Crucified, and Pontius Pilate 

asked the Messiah: “What is Truth?”). 

Main Point: Universal truth – right and wrong – has not changed and will 

not change. Ever. What is true for one person is true for all people. God 

purposefully made it that way.  

I then showed a Movie Clip:  12 Years a Slave was a film released in late 

2013 that captured the attention of the world because it showed the 

capture, kidnapping, smuggling, and selling into slavery a freeman named 

Solomon Northup. Based on a true story, the movie shows the struggles 

that Solomon, known to his slave owners as “Platt” faces as he tries to 

escape slavery in the South and return to his family in the North. Up to this 

point, Northup hasn’t been successful; he’s tried to use his education and 

wits to benefit him, but he’s been betrayed and defeated time and time 

again. But then he meets a carpenter named Bass (played by Brad Pitt) 

whom he befriends. I wanted the students to listen to a conversation 

between Northup’s cruel owner, Epps, and the carpenter known simply as 

Bass. They have a conversation about life that was true then and is true 

now. It impacted and dominated their world; it does the same to our world 

today.   

After this movie clip we had a series of stimulating questions designed to 

get the students talking about what Truth really is.  The point of the lesson 

was reinforced: “Truth exists. Truth can be known. And truth doesn’t 

change. In fact, universal truth hasn’t ever changed and never will! Period. 

What is true for one person is true for all people. That is the reality that 

God designed on purpose. God wants our lives to be guided by truth, and 

that can’t happen if the truth is constantly changing. So God gave us 

unchanging truth so we’ll know how to live and please Him. If we live by 

God’s truth, we won’t be fooled by bad laws or cultural trends.” 

We ended with a devotion on this passage: John 14:6 Yeshua said to him, “I 

am the way, the truth, and the life! No one comes to the Father except 

through Me. 7 If you have come to know Me, you will know My Father also. 

From now on, you do know Him and have seen Him.” 

One student had a prayer request over a relative that is dying.  We also 

prayed for all the students and their school work and athletic endeavors.  It 

was a great meeting.   

In conclusion, I hope you begin to see new changes in your son or daughter 

in the upcoming months.  Please seriously consider getting your student to 

the YMJA Mid-West Youth Retreat in October, and/or the Messiah 

Conference the first week of July!  It will be life-changing for them!  

Contact me with any questions, and I remain, 

Yours in Messiah’s service, 

Rabbi Eric 

 



 

 

 


