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Chapter XVII------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Influence of Jewish ideas on Christian life and thought; Messianic expectations in the 17th century, 
apocalyptic year 1666; Edzard and Callenberg initiate missionary work among the Jews, Institutum 
Judsicum; Shabbathai Zevi; Frankists; mystical Jewish Christianity, Christian students of Jewish 
Literature; John Toland vindicates Jewish Christianity in his Nazarenus. 
 
 
 

• NO REAL NOTABLE FIGURES EMERGE DURING THE TRANSITION FROM THE 
17TH TO THE 18TH CENTURY…  

• THERE WERE HOWEVER CONTINUED VOLUNTARY CONVERSIONS TO 
CATHOLICISM, PROTESTANTISM. AND TO THE ORTHODOX GREEK CHURCH 

 
NEVERTHELESS, THIS PERIOD WHICH WAS STILL DOMINATED BY THE GENTILE 
CHURCH EVER SINCE THE 4TH CENTURY WAS REMARKABLE IN THAT FOR THE 
FIRST TIME WE SEE A SPIRITUAL AWAKENING ON THE PART OF THE CHRISTIANS 
LOOKING TOWARDS ZION… (the infancy of Christian Zionism). 
 
Schonfield points out: “In Poland and Transylvania the teaching of Fausto Sozzini (Socinus) had 
gained a footing for an energetic antitrinitarianism, which initiated the Unitarian movement, 
granting to Jesus rather the courtesy title of God than actual Deity, and sublimating the 
personality of the Holy Spirit into a spiritual influence.” 1 
 
WHAT ALSO SEEMED TO MOVE THIS ALONG WAS THE FIRST PUBLISHING OF THE 
AUTHORIZED VERSION OF THE BIBLE IN BRITAIN – (English speakers now had their 
own Bible and could interpret it in their own language, allowing the Holy Spirit to speak directly 
to them…THE TRUTH. 
 
In Holland the Reformation Church was no less active in promoting an almost Jewish domestic 
life and faith. Indeed, at one and the same time Jewish ideas were deeply influencing the two 
great Christian groups, Kabbalism among the Catholics and Propheticism among the 
Protestants.2 
 

• LOOKING AND CONSIDERING BIBLICAL PROPHECY BECAME VERY 
POPULAR PEOPLE BEGAN THINKING… “WHAT ABOUT THE JEWS AND 
THEIR LAND”? 

• PEOPLE BEGAN A FRESH NEW LOOK AT THE O.T. AND FOUND VIRTUIOUS 
LIVING PRINCIPLES IN THE TORAH…JEWS AND CHRISTIANS FOR THE FIRST 
TIME BEGAN DRAWING CLOSER TOGETHER… 

 
• A BELIEF EMERGED THAT THE APOCOLYPSE WAS GOING TO HAPPEN IN AD 

1666.  (i.e. “666”) PAMPHLETS WERE BEING CIRCULATED… 
 

 
1 (Schonfield, 1936) 
2 Ibid 
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David Reubeni, who had arrived in Europe a century before with talk of a Jewish 
kingdom in the East, had not been forgotten. Antonio de Montesinos was claiming that the 
North-American Indians were the lost Ten Tribes. Manasseh ben Israel was petitioning of the 
settlement of the Jews in England and Sweden on the ground that their restoration could not take 
place until they were completely dispersed throughout every land.3 
 
David Reubeni (1490–1535/1541?) was a Jewish political activist, described by the Shengold 
Jewish Encyclopedia as "half-mystic, half-adventurer." Although some scholars are reluctant to 
believe his claims to nobility, citing suspicions of fraud behind such claims[1] (in spite of Reubeni's 
unrelenting efforts to make an alliance between Christians and Jews against Muslims by the 
intermediation of the young king, John (João) of Portugal), in November of 1525 he was 
nevertheless given an audience with the king, accompanied with a letter of recommendation 
from Pope Clement VII, and had always insisted that he was the son of a deceased monarch (King 
Suleiman of Ḥabor),[2] and that he was the Minister of that kingdom's War Department, now governed 
by his elder brother, King Joseph of Ḥabor. According to Reubeni's own story this kingdom had 
300,000 "Israelite" subjects. The king of Portugal, impressed by the idea, had initially agreed to 
supply Reubeni with Portuguese arms, but after five months, Reubeni fell into ill-repute with the king 
of Portugal, who perhaps distrusted his motives, and was asked by the king to leave his kingdom.[3]4 
 
David Reubeni had envisioned a grand alliance between three Christian kings and one Jewish 
kingdom: King Charles V of the Holy Roman Empire, the King of France, Prester John – the western 
alias given to the Emperor of Ethiopia, and the Jewish kingdom of Khaibar which was then governed 
by Reubeni's brother. The broader aim of this alliance was meant to provide the necessary force of 
men in arms to expel the Ottoman Turks from the Land of Israel, and to facilitate what Reubeni 
believed was the imminent redemption of the oppressed nation of Israel.[6] To achieve this objective, 
Reubeni needed to enlist the help of Pope Clement VII, and, therefore, he set out for Rome. In 
Rome, with the help of a Jewish friend, he laid out his detailed plans before the Pope, who had said 
to him that he could not personally get involved in helping to build such a coalition, but nevertheless 
referred David Reubeni to John (João), the king of Portugal, who was directly related to King Charles 
by virtue of his marriage with his sister. Acquiescing, David Reubeni then set sail from Italy for 
Portugal, accompanied with a brief and letters of recommendation from the Pope to help facilitate his 
errand. 
Eventually, Reubeni was given an audience before the king of Portugal. The king, impressed by the 
idea, had initially agreed to supply Reubeni with Portuguese arms, but after five months, Reubeni fell 
into ill-repute with the king of Portugal, who perhaps distrusted his motives, and was asked by the 
king to leave his kingdom.[7] 
Reubeni traveled in the Ottoman Empire in the spring of 1523 and to Venice by way of Alexandria in 
February 1524. 

European travels[edit] 
In Venice he reported to Clement VII, claiming to represent a mission from the Jews of the east. He 
attracted funding from a Jewish painter named Mose, and Felice, a Jewish merchant for travel to 
Rome. The same month Reubeni entered the city while riding a white horse. 
Reubeni obtained an audience with Cardinal Giles of Viterbo and Pope Clement VII. To the latter he 
told a tale of a Jewish kingdom ruled over by his brother Joseph Reubeni in Arabia, where the sons 
of Moses dwelt near the Sambation River. He brought letters from Portuguese captains confirming 
his statements. The Portuguese minister, Miguel da Silva, reported to his court that Reubeni might 
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be useful in obtaining allies. The Portuguese were competing against Selim I, who had seized Egypt 
in 1521 and diverted the valuable spice trade. 
Jewish people raised money privately to give to Reubeni for his travel to Almeirim, the residence of 
King John III of Portugal, which he reached in November 1525.[9] At first the king promised him a 
force of eight ships and 4,000 cannon. Engaged in persecuting suspected marranos, the king found 
it difficult to enter into an alliance with a Jew. While they were negotiating, the king refrained from 
interfering with conversos. 
Reubeni's striking appearance–a swarthy dwarf in Oriental costume–and messianic claims attracted 
the attention of Diego Pires, a converso youth of noble birth, who, through the good agencies of 
Reubeni, had succeeded in returning to his Jewish roots and had taken the name of Solomon 
Molcho.[10] Jewish ambassadors from the Barbary States visited Reubeni at the Portuguese court. 
Some conversos were so excited by this activity that they rose in arms near Badajoz, where they 
freed a converso woman from the Inquisition. Portuguese authorities became worried about 
Reubeni's mission and the dangers of popular unrest. 
Reubeni then went to Avignon to take his cause to the papal court, and afterward to Milan. There he 
again met Molcho, who had traveled to the East and made messianic claims. In Milan the two 
adventurers quarreled. Reubeni went to Venice, where the Senate appointed a commission to 
review his plans for obtaining assistance from the Jews in the East. 

Arrest and death[edit] 
Reubeni was warned to leave Venice. Joining once more with Solomon Molcho, he traveled with 
streaming banner to Bologna and Ratisbon (Regensburg) to meet the Emperor Charles V. 
Reubeni offered Charles V the alliance of Jews of the East against the Ottoman Empire. In Ratisbon, 
Reubeni and Molcho met Josel of Rosheim, who warned them against arousing the suspicions of the 
emperor. Josel was worried about raising issues of the Jews in the empire. When Reubeni and 
Molcho persisted, officials put them in chains and took them to the emperor in Mantua. 
There both Molcho and Reubeni were examined by inquisitors. The former was condemned 
to burning at the stake in 1530, during the reign of Emperor Charles V (Caesar Carlo).[11] Reubeni 
was taken to Spain and assigned to the Inquisition at Llerena. As late as 1535 he was still confined 
in a prison there.[12] Nothing more was heard of him. He probably died there, as Herculano reported 
that "a Jew who came from India (sic) to Portugal" was burned at an auto da fé at Évora in 
1541.[13] Another source said Reubeni died in Llerena, Spain, after 1535. 
Reubeni's diary is held by the Bodleian Library, Oxford. There was possibly a copy at the Jewish 
Seminary at Breslau, but this place was destroyed by the Nazis in 1938. Parts were published 
by Heinrich Grätz in the third edition of his Geschichte der Juden (vol. ix.), and the whole was 
published by Neubauer, in M. J. C., ii. 

 

 
 

Fray Antón de Montesino (1475 – 1540), the 
Defender of Los Indios. 
Fray Antón de Montesino is best known for his historic defense of the Taino Indians and 
other Indigenous persons of the islands of the Carribean and around the world. He 
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courageously spoke against the abuses done to the native peoples of the island in a 
famous sermon made in 1511. He was one of the first persons to speak out for 
defending human rights starting the fight around the world.5 

• MANASSAH BEN ISRAEL… 
 

Manoel Dias Soeiro (1604 – November 20, 1657), better known by his Hebrew name Menasseh 
ben Israel (מנשה בן ישראל), also, Menasheh ben Yossef ben Yisrael, also known with the Hebrew 
acronym, MB"Y, was a Portuguese rabbi, kabbalist, writer, diplomat, printer and publisher, founder 
of the first Hebrew printing press (named Emeth Meerets Titsma`h) in Amsterdam in 1626 

 
In 1644, Menasseh met Antonio de Montezinos, a Portuguese traveler and Marrano Sephardic 
Jew who had been in the New World. Montezinos convinced him of his conclusion that the South 
America Andes' Indians were the descendants of the lost ten tribes of Israel. This purported 
discovery gave a new impulse to Menasseh's Messianic hopes, as the settlement of Jews 
throughout the world was supposed to be a sign that the Messiah would come. Filled with this idea, 
he turned his attention to England, whence the Jews had been expelled since 1290. He worked to 
get them permission to settle there again and thus hasten the Messiah's coming. 

 
• ALL OF THIS DRAMA LED TO AN INCREASED EXPECTATION OF THE 

IMMINENT RETURN OF CHRIST AND NEW EMPHASIS AND EFFORTS WERE 
MADE TO REACH OUT IN EVANGELICAL MISSION TO JEWISH PEOPLE… 

 
The Dutch led the way in founding a Jewish mission. In Germany. 
Esdras Edzard constituted himself apostle to the Jews, and was instrumental during his long life 
in leading more Jews to Christ than any other single person. He was followed by Professor John 
Henry Callenberg at the beginning of the eighteenth century, and later in 1728 the famous 
Callenberg Institutum Judaicum was founded. Reineck in 1713 declared. “The general topic of 
conversation and discussion at the present day is about the conversion of the Jews.” There is no 
question that Cromwell was influenced in favor of Manasseh ben Israel’s petition for the 
readmission of the Jews to England by hopes of their conversion. Addressing an assemblage of 
clergy and merchants in long gallery at Whitehall, he said: “Was it not, then, our duty in 
particular to encourage them to settle where they could be taught the truth, and not to exclude 
them from the light, and leave them among false teachers, papists, and idolaters?”6 
 

• WHAT WE SEE HERE IS HOW THE REFORMATION AND THE EMERGENCE OF 
PROTOSTANTISM HAD AN EFFECT ON EVANGELISM OF THE JEWS 
BETWEEN THE 17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES. 

 
WE CANNOT GO FURTHER THROUGH TIME WITHOUT MENTIONNG A FAMOUS 
INDIVIDUAL WHO ROSE TO GREAT PROMINANCE WHO’S STORY ALSO 
REFLECTED MANY JEWS AT THAT TIME REGARDING THESE FLUCTUATIONS 
BETWEEN JUDAISM, ISLAM AND CHRISTIANITY… 

 
5 https://www.thoughtco.com/antonio-de-montesinos-2136370  
6 (Schonfield, 1936) 
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Shabbathai Zevi 
 
Shabbetai Zevi was said to be born on the 9th of Av in 1626, to a wealthy family of merchants in 
Smyrna (now Izmir, Turkey). He received a thorough Talmudic education and, still in his teens, 
was ordained as a hakham — a member of the rabbinic elite. However, Shabbetai Zevi was 
interested less in Talmud than in Jewish mysticism. Starting in his late teens he studied kabbalah 
, attracting a group of followers whom he initiated into the secrets of the mystical tradition. 
 
Shabbetai Zevi battled with what might now be diagnosed as severe bipolar disorder. He 
understood his condition in religious terms, experiencing his manic phases as moments of 
“illumination” and his times of depression as periods of “fall,” when God’s face was hidden from 
him. While at times of depression he became a semi-recluse, when “illuminated” he felt 
compelled to contravene Jewish law, perform bizarre rituals (ma’asim zari or strange acts), and 
publicly pronounce the proscribed name of God. 
 
In 1648, Shabbetai Zevi declared himself to be the messiah but did not make much of an 
impression on the Smyrna community which had become accustomed to his eccentricities. 
Nonetheless, the rabbis banished him from his hometown, and he spent much of the 1650s 
traveling through Greece and Turkey. He was eventually expelled from the Jewish communities 
in Salonika and Constantinople (now Istanbul) for violating the commandments and performing 
blasphemous acts. In the 1660s he arrived in Egypt via Israel. During this period he led a quiet 
life, displaying no messianic pretensions. The turning point in his messianic career came in 1665 
as the result of a meeting with his self-appointed prophet, Nathan of Gaza. 
 
Nathan the Prophet and Zevi the Messiah 
Nathan was a man of great intellectual stature, a kabbalist and an ascetic, who Shabbetai Zevi 
approached for a mystical remedy to his spiritual malaise. Nathan tried to convince Shabbetai of 
his messianic identity — having had this secret revealed to him in a vision — and 
during Shavuot 1665, publicly announced the appearance of the messiah. During his next period 
of “illumination,” Shabbetai Zevi consented to these claims and initiated his own messianic 
career. Most rabbis opposed him but, aside from issuing writs of excommunication and 
banishing him from Jerusalem, took no action against him. 

Nathan, however, initiated a mass movement of repentance, fasting and ascetic acts to prepare 
the way for the coming redemption. In September 1665, he announced that a fundamental cosmic 
shift had taken place and that within the year, without war, Shabbetai Zevi would take the 
Turkish sultan’s crown and make the sultan his servant. After that Zevi would bring back the lost 
tribes of Israel and marry Rebecca, the daughter of a resurrected Moses. The sultan would then 
rebel and the ensuing war would usher in the tumultuous birth pangs of the messiah. 

In the same month, Shabbetai Tzvi traveled to Aleppo and Smyrna amidst an atmosphere of 
religious agitation; several sightings of Elijah were reported. Rabbis and communal leaders were 
swept up in the excitement. When Shabbetai Tzvi reverted to a state of ecstasy and began 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/asceticism/
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performing ma’asim zarim7, the rabbis tried to stop him, but it was too late. With his followers, 
he stormed the synagogue of his opponents, called up family members and friends — including 
women — to the reading of the Torah, and had them pronounce the divine name in their 
blessings. Comparing his rabbinical opponents to unclean animals, he declared himself the 
anointed one of God. 

Embracing the “Messiah” 
Messianic fervor began to spread throughout the communities of the Diaspora. Repentance, 
extreme asceticism, scourging, and fasting alternated with periods of ecstatic joy. Messianic 
prayers written by Nathan of Gaza were published. While some Jews began to make travel plans 
for their imminent departure to the Land of Israel, others refused, believing that they would 
miraculously be transported there on clouds. 

What made the Jewish world so receptive to the false messianism of Shabbetai Zevi? In 1648-49, 
Cossack bands led by Bogdan Chmielnicki massacred 300,000 Jews in Ukraine amid 
unprecedented acts of cruelty. Many communities that escaped were then devastated in the 
Russian-Swedish war of 1655. In this context, the Jewish people’s historical dream of 
redemption from the bondage of exile took on a new degree of urgency and desperation. In these 
communities, Shabbetai Tzvi found a receptive audience. 

But Shabbateanism influenced communities all over the Jewish world, many of whom were 
unaffected by Chmielnicki and had no significant history of persecution. Here, the movement’s 
popularity must be understood in its theological context. The 16th century had seen the 
development of a popular new religious movement, emanating from the town of Safed in 
northern Israel: Lurianic Kabbalah. The new doctrine held that the creation of the world had sent 
the presence of God into exile, shattering the divine light into countless sparks, and concealing 
them within the shells of mundane reality. By uncovering and raising up these sparks through 
mystical prayer and ritual, the redemption — not only of the Jewish people but of the cosmos 
and of God himself — could be achieved. Whereas previously Kabbalah had been speculative 
and esoteric, it was now a popular movement, shot through with messianic tension. The 
appearance of a messiah who, by contravening Jewish law, could descend into the depths of sin 
to redeem the last of the sparks, invigorated the Jewish people with the sense that the end of the 
exile was at hand. 

If Shabbetai Zevi’s initial reception was conditioned by these religious factors, once inaugurated, 
the movement took on a momentum of its own. Around the Jewish world, a divide emerged 
between believers and their opponents. In many communities the anti-Shabbatean minority, 
including many rabbis , were careful not to antagonize their congregations for fear of terror and 
reprisals. Thus any effective opposition was neutralized. 

Zevi’s Conversion to Islam 
In 1666 Shabbetai Tzvi was arrested in Constantinople. After a period of imprisonment — 
during which he held court as messiah, replaced the fast of the 9th of Av (Tisha B’Av) with a 
festival celebrating his birthday and began to sign his letters “I am the Lord your God Shabbetai 

 
7 mystical strange actions 
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Tzvi” — he was denounced for fomenting sedition and brought before the sultan. Now in a 
depressive state, he denied ever having made messianic claims. Offered the choice of apostasy or 
death, he chose to convert to Islam. Shabbetai Tzvi became Aziz Mehmed Effendi, and, with a 
royal pension, lived until 1676, outwardly a Muslim but secretly participating in Jewish ritual. 
His letters reveal that at the time of his death, he still believed in his messianic mission. 

While Shabbetai Zevi’s conversion created a crisis of faith for most of his followers, the 
movement lived on, sustained by esoteric kabbalistic explanations for the apostasy and by its 
adherents’ psychological need to prevent their deep-seated religious world view from falling 
apart. The movement survived into the early 18th century, when the Shabbateans divided into 
two camps: moderates who combined their secret messianic faith with adherence to Jewish law 
and radicals who set about covertly spreading the heretical doctrine that the “nullification of 
the Torah was its true fulfillment.” This radical wing of the Shabbatean movement achieved a 
short-lived revival under Jacob Frank, a Polish Jew who, in 1756, was heralded as the 
reincarnation of Shabbetai Zevi. 

Shabbetai Zevi’s Long-Term Impact 
Shabbateanism subsequently died out as a significant feature of Jewish life, but its long-term 
impact was far-reaching. Its most immediate influence was in the formulation of a new version 
of Jewish mysticism — the Hasidic movement, born in late 18th-century Poland. The quietistic, 
inwardly spiritual tone of early Hasidism was a conscious reaction against the messianic 
excesses of the Shabbeteans, while the Hasidic Jews’ unconditional faith in 
their rebbe or tzaddik had as its precedent the dynamic between Shabbetai Zevi and his 
followers. In the late 20th century, the resurgence of messianic fervor among some Chabad-
Lubavitch Hasidic Jews lent credence to this relationship. Historian Haim Hillel Ben-Sasson 
took this idea one step further, arguing that the whirlwind of popularity and enthusiasm 
generated by a secular Zionist like Theodor Herzl at the end of the 19th century cannot be 
understood without reference to the Shabbaetean movement. 

Gershom Scholem, the seminal historian of Jewish mysticism, makes an even bolder claim. He 
argues that the split between outward orthodoxy and secret heresy, which characterized 
Shabbetai Zevi’s followers, destroyed the unity of their Jewish identity from within. This, 
combined with the trauma caused by the false messiah’s apostasy, was one of the decisive factors 
that explain the disintegration of traditional Judaism and the onset of modern Jewish history.8 

 
 

• THIS UGLY JEWISH HISTORY LEFT AN INDELLIBLE IMPRESSION 
ACCORDING TO SCHONFIELD: 

 
Long 
afterwards the Jewish communities were still rent and torn by controversy because some yet 
clung to the vain hope that in an unexplained miraculous manner their hero would be restored to 
them and fulfill his destiny. While in the Near East, the Donmeh sect still survives, whose 

 
8 (PLEN, 2002-2020) 
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members practise a faith half Muslim half Jewish, looking for the return of their Messiah, a pale 
reflection of what Nazarenism was in the early Christian centuries.9 
 
The Dönmeh (Turkish: Dönme, Ottoman Turkish:  دونمھ) were a group of Sabbatean crypto-Jews in 
the Ottoman Empire who converted publicly to Islam, but retained their beliefs in secret. The 
movement was centered in Thessaloniki.[1] The group originated during and soon after the era 
of Sabbatai Zevi, a 17th-century Jewish rabbi and kabbalist who claimed to be the Jewish 
Messiah and eventually converted to Islam under threat of death penalty by the Sultan Mehmed IV. 
After Zevi's conversion, a number of Jews also falsely converted to Islam and became the 
Dönmeh.[2] Since the 20th century, assimilated Dönmeh have intermarried with other groups and 
most have assimilated into Turkish society.9F

10 
 

• ALSO SEE ARTICLE AT: https://www.haaretz.com/jewish/once-a-jewish-sect-turkey-s-
secretive-dnme-inspire-conspiracy-and-persecution-1.5422262  

 
 
As had happened on similar occasion in the past the reaction brought about by the failure of a 
Messianic claimant drove numbers of Jews into the Church. It also led to the formation of many 
borderline sects, particularly in eastern Europe, which on the one hand discarded much of 
rabbinical dogma and ceremonial; and on the other hand flirted with Christianity in their mystical 
Messianism. Chief among these new groups were the 
 
Frankists. Jacob Frank was born in Poldolia about 1726, the son of one who was himself 
expelled form the local Jewish community for being a Shebs (follower of Shabbathai 
Zevi). As a merchant he spent much of his early life in Salonika and Smyrna, where the 
Shabbathaian influence was still very strong. About 1755 Frank returned to Poldolia and 
gathered about him a body of local sectaries to whom he began to proclaim the 
revelations he had received from the Shebs-messianists. In place of the Talmud, the sect 
reverenced the Kabbalistic Zohar, and styled themselves Zoharists. In their secret 
gatherings, the conditions prevailing in the primitive Corinthian Church were repeated, 
where religious exaltation became degraded by licentiousness; with the result that the 
Frankists were put under a severe ban by the scandalized rabbis, and every effort was 
made to expel them from the Synagogue. 
The persecuted Frankists sought protection from the Bishop of Kamenets-Podolsk on the 
ground of their rejection of Talmud, and that the Zohar which was their authority recognized the 
doctrine of a divine Trinity of which the Messiah was a member. They did not explain that for 
them the Messiah was Shabbathai Zevi. The protection was granted, and as long as the bishop 
lived the sect remained fairly secure. According to Da Costa, the Frankist tenets were as follows: 
 
“That no religion can possibly exist without the knowledge of God: all other religion 
is an outward service or works: piety and the love of God are the effects of a 
profound acquaintance with His nature, and this must be sought in the study of His 
law, where it is found as within a kernel, from which it must be deduced by means of 
tradition: the doctrine of Moses and the Prophets has an inward meaning far deeper 
than that of the letter, without which it is only a dead letter, and the source of errors 

 
9 (Schonfield, 1936) 
10 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C3%B6nmeh  
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and mistakes, the cause of the dangerous doctrines of the Talmud; according to the 
pure doctrine of the Word of God, there is only one God, the Creator and Preserver of 
all things, but revealed in three persons; God has appeared from the beginning upon 
earth in human form, but after the entrance of sin, He laid aside this form, and has 
since taken it again of the expiation of sin. As for Jerusalem, it will never be rebuilt, 
and a terrestrial Messiah is not to be expected. 
 
In 1759 Frank entered on a new stage in his career. He claimed that his revelations showed the 
necessity for himself and his followers to adopt the Christian faith as part of the process of 
realizing the world Messianic religion.11 
 
Accordingly, he 
and some five hundred members of the sect were received into the Church by baptism. Frank, to 
whom Augustus III stood godfather, received the baptismal name of Joseph. Later, however, 
when it was perceived that the Frankists were as heretical as Christians as they had formerly 
been as Jews, proceedings were taken against them, and Frank himself was arrested and confined 
in a monastery for thirteen years. Eventually he was released through the advance of the Russian 
armies, and after an adventurous career died at Offenback in 1791. His daughter, who survived 
him, carried on the leadership of the sect until 1816, when the members were scattered and 
merged with the Catholic Church. 
The movement is noteworthy for the attempt to combine mystical Judaism with Christianity. 
The mystics of all religions have a certain kinship which enables them to draw near to one 
another and sink doctrinal differences in a common supermundane language and conception, and 
Jewish mysticism has by far the closest ties with mystical Christianity. As a result, since the 
Frankist movement, many Jewish converts have come from the ranks of the Chassidim of Poland 
and Galicia. The tendency of this type of Jewish Christian, naturally, is away from realistic 
Nonconformity and towards the High Church and Roman Church which best satisfy their 
aspirations. At the present day a revival of Chassidic Christianity, though in an orthodox form, 
has been attempted by Dr. Paul Levertoff, who characteristically has assisted in translating the 
Zohar into English. Undoubtedly there is a place in the Christian Church for the Jewish mystic, 
and his contribution can be a valuable one even if it must be limited to the few who have a 
capacity for such a transcendental faith.12 
 

• I INTERPRET THIS LAST COMMENT BY SCHONFIELD TO BE SOMEWHAT 
INACCURATE (THERE WAS NO “MESSIANIC JUDAISM” AT THE TIME), SO 
THIS WAS HIS ONLY WAY TO DESCRIBE THE WORK OF PAUL LEVERTOFF 
WHO WAS AN ANGLICAN MINISTER AND ORIGINAL FOUND OF CHOSEN 
PEOPLE MINISTRIES.  HE HAD A MESSIANIC JEWISH VISION FROM THE 
BEGINNING. 

 
MANY BOOKS ABOUT JEWS AND JEWISH CHRISTIANITY WERE WRITTEN AT THIS 
TIME FRAME 17-18TH CENTURY:   

1. Wagenseil’s Tela Ignea Satanoe, 
2. Eisenmenger’s Entdecktes Judenthum,  

 
11 (Schonfield, 1936) 
12 Ibid 
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3. Lightfoot’s Horæ Hebraicoe et Talmudicoe, a commentary on the Gospels and some of 
the Epistles from Jewish sources,  

4. Surenhuysius’ Mishna,  
5. Bartlocci’s Bibliotheca Magna Rabbinica,  
6. Basnage’s L’Histoire et la Religion des Juifs Depuis Jesus Christ Jusqu’a Present. 

 
 
Surenhuysius said, “He who desires to be a good and worthy disciple of Christ must either first 
become a Jew, or first learn thoroughly the language and culture of the Jews, and become 
Moses’ disciple before he joins the Apostles, in order that he may be able through 
Moses and the Prophets to convince men that Jesus is the Messiah.”13 
 
Schonfield further said, “he (a Jew) could 
give a blessing to the faith which has cursed him for so many centuries. Thus Jacob Emden, the 
famous Jewish controversialist of the eighteenth century, could write: 
Christianity has been given as part of the Jewish religion by Apostles to the Gentile 
world: and its Founder has even made the moral laws stricter than are those 
contained in the Mosaic law. There are, accordingly, many Christians of high 
qualities and excellent morals who keep from hatred and do harm to none, even to 
their enemies. Would that Christians would all live in conformity with their 
precepts! They are not enjoined, like the Israelites, to observe the laws of Moses: 
nor do they sin if they associate other beings with God in worshipping a trinitarian 
Godhead. They will receive reward from God for having propagated a belief in Him among 
nations that never heard His name: for “He looks into the heart.” Yea, many Christians have even 
gone forth to the rescue of Jews and their literature.” 
 
 

• DESPITE SCHONFIELD’S MISINTERPRETATION OF THE WORK AND VISION 
OF LEVERTOFF, HE DOES GIVE MUCH DUE CREDIT TO: 

 
John Toland, who, in his Nazarenus published in the 
second decade of the eighteenth century, first perceived and set forth the fundamental difference 
in the constitution of Jewish and Gentile Christianity. If his wise words had received the 
attention that was their due, how much of the suffering would have been spared to hundreds of 
Jewish Christians cut off form their racial heritage by the Church’s insistence that by acceptance 
of Christ they had ceased in any sense to be Jews.”14 
 
He further describes the work of Toland: “Thorny has been the path of the Jewish Christian who 
desired to remain loyal to his people 
and to their God-given institutions. Romanism tortured his body, but Protestantism tortured his 
soul. No wonder that there have been backsliders, while such a perversion of truth could stand 
for Christian doctrine, and Jewish souls were hunted to death to the tune of “Free from the Law, 
O happy condition!”15 

 
13 (Schonfield, 1936) 
14 Ibid 
15 (Schonfield, 1936) 
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John Toland (30 November 1670 – 11 March 1722) was an Irish rationalist philosopher 
and freethinker, and occasional satirist, who wrote numerous books and pamphlets on political 
philosophy and philosophy of religion, which are early expressions of the philosophy of the Age of 
Enlightenment. Born in Ireland, he was educated at the universities 
of Glasgow, Edinburgh, Leiden and Oxford and was influenced by the philosophy of John Locke. 

His first, and best known work, was Christianity not Mysterious (1696). 
Having formally converted from Catholicism to Protestantism at the age of 16, Toland got a 
scholarship to study theology at the University of Glasgow. In 1690, at age 19, the University of 
Edinburgh conferred a master's degree on him. He then got a scholarship to spend two years 
studying at University of Leiden in Holland, and subsequently nearly two years at Oxford in England 
(1694–95). The Leiden scholarship had been provided by wealthy English Dissenters, who hoped 
Toland would go on to become a minister for Dissenters. 
In Toland's first book Christianity not Mysterious (1696), he argued that the divine revelation of the 
Bible contains no true mysteries; rather, all the dogmas of the faith can be understood and 
demonstrated by properly trained reason from natural principles. 16 

 
Toland’s Preface: “From the history of the Nazarenes. and more particular from the evident words of 
Scripture, I infer in this discourse a distinction of two sorts of Christians, viz. those 
from among the Jews, and those from among the Gentiles: not only that in fact 
there was such a distinction (which nobody denies) but likewise that of right it 
ought to have been so (which everybody denies) and that it was so designed in the 
Original Plan of Christianity. I mean that the Jews, though associating with the 
converted Gentiles, and acknowledging them for brethren, were still to observe 
their own Law throughout all generations; and that the Gentiles, who became so far 
Jews as to acknowledge One God, were not however, to observe the Jewish Law: 
but that both of them were to be forever after united into one body or fellowship, 
and in that part of Christianity particularly, which, better than all the preparative 
purgations of the Philosophers, requires the sanctification of the spirit, or the 
renovation of the inward man; and wherein alone the Jew and the Gentile, the 
Civilized and the Barbarian, the Freeman and the Bondslave, are all one in Christ, 
however otherwise differing in their circumstances. In comparison of the New 
Creature, Circumcision and Uncircumcision are as nothing: which yet no more 
takes away the distinction of the sexes; since it is likewise said in the same sense, 
and in the same place, that in Christ there is neither Male or Female. This 
fellowship in Piety and Virtue is the Mystery that Paul rightly says was hid from all other ages, till the manifestation 
of it by Jesus; and this union without uniformity, between Jew and Gentile, is the admirable Economy of the 
Gospel. Now, this Gospel consists not in words but in virtue; tis inward and 
spiritual, abstracted from all formal and outward performances: for the most exact 
observation of externals, may be without one grain of religion. All this is 
mechanically done by the help of a little book-craft, whereas true religion is inward 
life and spirit. So that something else besides the Legal Ordinances, most of them 
political, was necessary to render a Jew religious: even that Faith, which is an 
internal participation of the divine nature, irradiating the soul; and externally 
appearing in beneficence, justice, sanctity, and those other virtues by which we 
resemble God, who is himself all Goodness. But the Jews generally mistook the 
means for the end: as other, who better understood the end, would not only 
absurdly take away the names: but even those other civil and national rites which 
were to continue always in the Jewish Republic (as I particularly prove) thus 
confounding political with religious performances. From this doctrine it follows (tis 

 
16 (Wikipedia, 2019) 
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true) that Jesus did not take away or cancel the Jewish Law, in any sense 
whatsoever, Sacrifices only excepted; but neither does this affect any of the Gentile 
Christians now in the world, who have nothing at all to do with that Law. It follows 
indeed that the Jews, whether becoming Christians or not, are forever bound to the 
Law of Moses, as now limited; and he that thinks that they were absolved from the 
observation of it by Jesus, or that ’tis a fault in them still to adhere to it, does err, 
not knowing the Scriptures; as did most of the converts from the Gentiles, who 
gave their bare names to Christ, but reserved their Idolatrous hearts for their native 
superstitions. These did almost wholly subvert the True Christianity, which in the 
following Treatise I vindicate; drawing it out from under the rubbish of their 
endless division, and clearing it from the almost impenetrable mists of their 
sophistry. So inveterate was their hatred of the Jews (though indebted to them for 
the Gospel) that their observing of any thing, however reasonable or necessary. was 
a sufficient motive for these Gentile converts to reject it .... I do here teach a very 
different doctrine, more consonant (I am persuaded) to the mind of Christ and his Apostles, and is 
more agreeable to the Law of nature and the dictates of Humanity.17 
 

• Abraham Zolontz – “Bishop of Jerusalm” pg. 61 Awakening ending of the 18th century… 
  

 
17 (Schonfield, 1936) 
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Chapter XVIII 
 
Chapter XVIII----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Modern Protestant missions to the Jews; representative Jewish Christians of the 19th century; great 
increase in Jewish voluntary baptisms; Jewish Christian missionary enterprise. 
 

• THE TEXT OF SCHONFIELD DOES NOT COVER MUCH OF THE VARIOUS 
“MISSIONS TO THE JEWS”.. 

 
It must 
be clearly recognized, however, that the Missions to the Jews. mainly founded in the nineteenth 
century, paved the way directly for the reconstitution of Jewish Christianity as an organic 
spiritual community, not only because their high-souled efforts won thousands of Jews for Christ 
and so provided the living materials for such a reconstitution, but because some of them 
sponsored and assisted the first hesitant steps of Jewish Christians to unite with one another in a 
corporate existence.18 
 
18th and 19th centuries[edit] 
Main article: Hebrew Christian Movement 

In 1809 Joseph Frey (born Joseph Levi) founded the London Society for promoting Christianity 
amongst the Jews after disagreements with the generic London Missionary Society. This was later 
renamed the London Jews' Society and then the Church's Ministry Among Jewish People. Among 
their missionaries was the grammarian C. W. H. Pauli (born Zebi Nasi Hirsch Prinz). After Frey's 
group, which was largely led by converted Jews, the generic missionary organisations also 
attempted more culturally sensitive efforts and in 1841 the Church of Scotland appointed a Gentile 
missionary, John Duncan to the Jews of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, to be based in Budapest.[6] At 
the same time "John Nicolayson" (the Dane Hans Nicolajsen), bishop Michael Solomon Alexander, 
and other missionaries were sent to Palestine.[7] Responses came such as Louis Stern's Anti-Jewish 
Conversionist Society of Birmingham.19  

 
 

Precursor movements[edit] 
The general missionary movement awakening in the Protestant church during the latter 18th century 
and the early 19th century motivated many missionaries to proselytize to Jews in a more 'humane' 
manner. With societies in England, Scotland and Germany, missionaries went all over Europe and 
had some success, as Aaron Bernstein noted in a number of examples. The 19th century saw at 
least 250,000 Jews convert to Christianity according to existing records of various societies.[2] 
Beginning in the 19th century, some groups had attempted to create congregations and societies 
primarily of Jews who had converted to Christianity. The London Society for promoting Christianity 
amongst the Jews (currently known as "Church's Ministry Among Jewish People") was formed in 
1809 with the motto “Jesus Christ is the Messiah.” 20 

 
18 (Schonfield, 1936) 
19 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_mission_to_Jews  
20 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_Christian_movement  
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Early congregations[edit] 
The first identifiable congregation made up exclusively of Jews who had converted to Christianity 
was established in the United Kingdom in 1813;[4] a group of 41 Jewish Christians established an 
association called "Beni Abraham", and started meeting at Jews' Chapel in London for prayers 
Friday night and Sunday morning;[5] In 1885, the first Hebrew Christian church was established in 
New York.[6] In the 1890s, immigrant Jews who converted to Christianity established the "Hope of 
Israel" mission on New York's Lower East Side while retaining Jewish rites and customs.[7] In 1895, 
Hope of Israel's Our Hope magazine carried the subtitle “A Monthly Devoted to the Study of 
Prophecy and to Messianic Judaism.” Hope of Israel was controversial: other missionary groups 
accused its members of being Judaizers, and one of the two editors of Our Hope magazine, Arno C. 
Gaebelein, eventually repudiated his views, and, as a result, was able to become a leader in the 
mainstream Christian evangelical movement21 

 

Early organizations[edit] 

• The American Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews was incorporated April 14, 1820, 
"to invite and receive, from any part of the world, such Jews as do already profess the Christian 
religion, or are desirous to receive Christian instruction, to form them into a settlement, and to 
furnish them with the ordinances of the gospel, and with such employment in the settlement as 
shall be assigned them; but no one shall be received, unless he comes well recommended for 
morals and industry, and without charge to this society." In 1855 scandalous reports affecting 
the character of its leader caused the suspension of all activity of that society, and it finally 
ceased to exist in 1867.[11] 

• The "Jewish Converts' Society" was formed in November 1823 for the purpose of mutual 
edification and the furtherance of gospel work among the Jews. In 1824, Gentile Christians 
began to be admitted to the society. Many of the members also joined the ASMCJ. In 1826, the 
leader was accused of heresy and the Jewish Converts' Society ceased to exist after a life of 
almost four years.[11] 

• Brotherhood of Jewish Proselytes was formed in 1844. Its founder was Silian Bonhomme, a 
French Jew, for many years the faithful traveling missionary of the ASMCJ, but he was restricted 
mostly to prayer meetings. In 1844 the brotherhood succumbed to attacks by the American 
Baptist Association for Evangelizing the Jews [12] 

• The American Baptist Association for Evangelizing the Jews was formed in December 1844 by 
S. H. Cone and Joseph Frey, at this point a zealous Baptist, who thought it his duty to 
counteract as much as possible the work of all non-Baptists. Both SBSEJ and a companion 
organization, the Brotherhood of Jewish Converts, created conflict with the ASMCJ resulting in 
the speedy decline and death of both brotherhoods.[12] 

• The Brownsville Mission to the Jews was formed in 1894 by Leopold Cohn, a Jewish immigrant 
who converted to Christianity. 22 

Movement established[edit] 
The Hebrew Christian Alliance was formed in Britain in 1860.23 

 
21 Ibid 
22 Ibid 
23 Ibid 
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• IN THE 19TH CENTURY WE FIND JEWISH CHRISTIANS FINDING THEMSELVES 
NOT ONLY SEPARATE FROM THE JEWISH COMMUNITY BUT ALSO FROM 
MAINLINE CHRISTIANITY… 

 
The Jewish Christians themselves, especially the missionaries, partly inspired by zeal for 
their new faith and partly by fear that their sincerity would be called in question, as a rule have 
been outspoken in denunciations of Judaism, so that they have become strangers to their brethren 
and have ceased to be associated with any Jewish interests, even of a non-religious character. 
When not disowned through Jewish prejudice they have disowned themselves through Christian 
prejudice.24 
 
EWALD, Rev. Dr. F. C.[12] In the middle of last century there was no name more familiar to the friends of Israel 
than that of Dr. Ferdinand Christian Ewald; and no missionary to the Jews was more highly honoured for his work's 
sake than this distinguished son of Abraham. 
It is somewhat difficult to write a memoir of one who was too modest and retiring to say or to write much about 
himself: and who left but few materials from which to frame a biography, for it was his express wish that no 
lengthened life should be written. He felt that his record was in Heaven, and that his works would follow him. As he 
has been at rest for over thirty years, we think that the time has come when an account of his life should be added to 
that of other labourers in the same field, in which he was by no means the least conspicuous worker. 
Ewald was born of Jewish parents, on September 14th, 1801, at the village of Maroldsweisach, near Bamberg, 
Bavaria. His parents were poor, and the education which the village offered was all they could[204] command. 
Such, however, was his ability that his friends raised a fund sufficient to send him and his brother (mentioned on 
page 215) to a better school, where he evinced a great aptitude for languages. Later on he entered the missionary 
college at Basle. Whilst there he was baptized, in 1824, at the age of twenty-three, by the Rev. Dr. Von Brunn, 
adding the name of Christian to his patronymic. He remained at Basle for a few years longer, during which the 
Society paid a part of his training expenses. He subsequently graduated at the University of Erlangen. In 1829 he 
was accepted as a student in the Society's College, and in 1832 he entered the service of the Society. He took 
Lutheran orders in the same year, being ordained at Lörrach, near Basle, by the Decanus Hiltzig. These he 
subsequently laid aside, when he was ordained by the Bishop of London, in 1836. 
In the early part of 1832, he visited his native country for the purpose of seeing his mother, his sister and her 
husband, who resided at Bischberg, near Bamberg, and were still of the Jewish faith. His sister told him, before he 
parted from her, that she believed that Jesus was the Messiah and Redeemer. His brother Dr. Paulus Ewald, had 
already renounced Judaism, and was Lutheran Pastor at Merkendorf, Bavaria. 
Ewald's missionary career naturally falls into three periods: the first, 1832-41, spent in the Barbary States; the 
second, 1841-1851, in Jerusalem; and the third and last, 1851-1874, in London. His work was thus both wide in 
extent and lengthened in duration. 
Ewald commenced his work in Africa on September[205] 17th, 1832, by opening a mission at Algiers. The Rev. 
John Nicolayson, of Jerusalem, having visited that city in the spring of that year, and having met with a cordial 
reception, came to the conclusion that the newly-emancipated Jews (i.e., from the Moorish to the French dominion 
in 1830), were ripe for a missionary effort. Consequently Ewald was sent out in the autumn. His reception, however, 
was chilling in the extreme. 
The moment he landed he was told by the Custom House authorities, when they saw the Bibles which he had 
brought with him for distribution, "You have chosen the worst part of the world for your good intentions; there is 
nothing to be done in that way here." His answer was, "This book, the Bible, has already done great things, and I 
trust the Lord will bless it also in this country." Discouragement crossed Ewald at every turn, for he wrote: "All 
those whom I met with, and to whom I stated the object of my mission, told me that there was nothing to be done 
here, because the people are too bad—that the Jews are the worst set of people that exist in the world—and that most 
of the Europeans who have come over are the outcasts of human society. I believe this to be true, but I think, 
because this is true, I am in my proper place; the Gospel of Christ is able to convert man, to convert even publicans 
to righteousness." 

 
24 (Schonfield, 1936) 
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Ewald commenced to work amongst the Jews speaking to them and selling his Hebrew Bibles. On one day he sold 
as many as nineteen copies for twenty-six francs, a large sum from poor Jews; but[206] they would not take the New 
Testament. He also hired a house, intending to have services there for Jews, when the French Governor-General sent 
him a letter forbidding him to preach. This was a great blow, virtually suspending missionary operations, and Ewald 
left Algiers. 
His next attempt to found a mission in the Barbary States was more fortunate, and he had the honour of establishing 
the Society's mission in Tunis, in 1833, laying the foundation of the extensive and encouraging work now carried on 
by the Rev. C. F. W. Flad, the son of the Society's veteran Abyssinian missionary, Mr. J. Martin Flad. 
At the time of Ewald's appointment to Tunis, which was before the days of the French occupation, the Jews were 
greatly oppressed by the native population. Indeed his very first experience, gained before his actual arrival, gave 
him an insight into the way in which this persecution was carried on. At Goletta, the port of Tunis, he met more than 
300 Jewish men, women and children, who were seeing some of their friends off to Jerusalem. He says:— 
"I saw a specimen of the cruel treatment the poor Jews meet with in this country. Some of those who accompanied 
their brethren to the Goletta sat down upon a bank, from which they could look to the ships where they embarked for 
Jerusalem; but soon there came a Moor with a stick in his hand, and drove them away. An old Jew, with a white 
beard, spoke some words to the man which I could not hear, as I was standing[207] too far off; on this the Moor got 
into a passion, and smote the poor Jew repeatedly in his face. I cannot express what I felt when seeing this—'O! that 
the Salvation of Israel would come out of Zion; O! that the Lord would bring back the captivity of His people; then,' 
and only then, 'will Jacob rejoice, and Israel be glad!' Now poor Israel is oppressed everywhere more or less." 
Ewald made a very successful beginning amongst the Jews of Tunis, and found an open door in that dark and 
benighted country. Within three months he had sold 398 Bibles, New Testaments, and portions in Hebrew, Arabic, 
Italian, Greek, Spanish and French, for in so many different languages had the work to be carried on. 
He instituted a service on Sunday, and had much intercourse with Jews, including several rabbis, one of whom was 
excommunicated for visiting him. Ewald used to visit the Jewish quarter with his pockets full of tracts. 
In July of 1834 Ewald visited Monastir and Susa, at both of which places he was able to proclaim the Gospel to 
numbers of Jews. He was back at Tunis in September, and at once resumed his intercourse with Jews. He says:—"I 
have from morning till night every possible opportunity for preaching the unsearchable riches of Christ Jesus our 
Lord to Jews and Mahometans, sometimes in my own dwelling-place—at other times in their habitations, or shops, 
synagogues, or in the market-place. The desire to read and to possess the Word of God is daily increasing[208] 
among the remnant of Israel in this country. Even the very poor save a few shillings in order to buy the pearl of great 
price. Others who are even too poor to follow their example, made an agreement to pay a few pence every week. 
Doors have been opened for the circulation of the Scriptures along the coast and in some places in the interior." 
In 1835 Ewald visited the Jews along the northern coast of Africa—Solimon, Nabal, Hammamet, Susa, Monastir, 
Medea, El-Djem, Sfax, Gabes, Menzel, Shara, the Island of Gerba, and Tripoli were visited, and the Gospel 
preached to many thousands and thousands of copies of the Bible were placed in their hands, and tens of thousands 
of tracts circulated. Most interesting records of this visit remain, to one of which we cannot refrain from referring. 
Ewald was preaching on the wild shores of Gabes, where the Jews had never so much as heard of Christ, but where 
the general cry was, "Give me a Bible; give me a Bible; here is the money for it!" so that he had none left for other 
places, at which the poor Jews cried out for the Word of God, like children perishing with hunger. 
In 1836 Ewald made a visit to England for ordination, but was soon back at his work again. We cannot follow this 
devoted and faithful missionary in his untiring efforts for the lost sheep of Israel in Africa, and must be content with 
giving his own summary of his labours. On the last day of the year 1838, he wrote:— 
"I have now been since 1832 on the coast of Africa. It has been my privilege to proclaim the Gospel of[209] 
salvation to many thousands of the sons of Abraham during that period. To thousands I have been permitted to 
present the oracles of God, and tens of thousands of tracts have been put into circulation among the great mass of the 
Jewish population of this country. The effect produced by these various means of grace may be thus described: The 
greater part of the Jews know now that Christianity is not a system of idolatry, but a revelation of God built upon the 
Scriptures; that the precepts of the Gospel are very good and beneficial to mankind. They acknowledge, for the most 
part, that the only difference which exists between the Christians and the Jews is, that the former maintain the 
Messiah is come, and Jesus Christ is the Messiah, whilst the latter deny both, which may, however, fairly be decided 
by the Word of God. They perceive that true Christians are not the enemies of the Jews, but, on the contrary, their 
well-wishers, who provide them with the Scriptures, and pray for their real welfare. The greater part of them are 
now acquainted with the written Word of God, and we are able to appeal with more effect to the testimony of 
Scripture without being constantly told, 'These passages do not occur in our Bibles, but are a fabrication of yours, in 
order to make us believe that Jesus is the Messiah.'" 
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For three years more Ewald carried on the work, and then, owing to repeated attacks of ophthalmia, he had to return 
to England in 1841, after a residence of some eight years in the Barbary States. 
He did not, however, long remain idle, for he was[210] within a few months appointed to assist in the Society's 
Mission in Jerusalem, and he and his wife were members of the party which accompanied Dr. Alexander, the first 
Anglican Bishop, to the Holy City. They sailed from Portsmouth on December 7th, 1841, and reached Jerusalem on 
January 21st—being six weeks on the journey, which is now accomplished in nine or ten days. 
For ten years Ewald laboured earnestly in the work of the conversion of the Jewish inhabitants of Jerusalem, being 
also chaplain to Bishop Alexander during that prelate's occupation of the see. 
One of the most interesting incidents connected with Ewald's labours in the Holy City was the instruction and 
baptism of certain rabbis. Three, named respectively, Abraham, Benjamin, and Eliezer, had placed themselves under 
Christian instruction. A deputation from the Jews of Tiberias arrived to enquire whether the report was true, that 
fourteen rabbis of Jerusalem had embraced Christianity. The Jews of Jerusalem, very much exasperated on that 
account, did all in their power to avoid coming in contact with the missionaries, and removed all the books which 
they had previously received through the mission, in order that they might not be suspected. 
Shortly afterwards two of the rabbis, Eliezer and Benjamin, known henceforth as Christian Lazarus Lauria and John 
Benjamin Goldberg, were baptized with two other enquirers, Isaac Paul Hirsch and Simon Peter Fränkel. The Rev. 
John Nicolayson, the head of the Society's mission, referring to the[211] event, wrote: "It is not a small thing, that 
the apparently impenetrable phalanx of rabbinism at Jerusalem has thus actually been broken into; and two 
Jerusalem rabbis been incorporated into the restored Hebrew Christian Church on Mount Zion. How sore the Jews 
felt on this occasion you can easily conceive. They were, in fact, after all, taken by surprise, and felt sadly 
disappointed in having to yield up at last any lingering hope they might have had of their return." 
Of the third rabbi, Abraham, Mr. Ewald said: "There was, indeed, something which marred my joy on that occasion, 
which was the absence of rabbi Abraham. For years had he been the faithful companion of rabbi Eliezer and rabbi 
Benjamin; he had the same convictions, but he could not leave his wife; the struggles between natural affection and 
spiritual blessings were too hard for him, and he returned." Ewald witnessed other interesting missionary events at 
Jerusalem, which had a great bearing upon the subsequent history of the Society; namely, the baptism of John Moses 
Eppstein, and the ordination of Messrs. Tartakover, A. J. Behrens, Sternchuss, Murray Vicars, and Henry Aaron 
Stern. 
During the early part of his sojourn there, Ewald had the great misfortune to lose his wife, who died on January 
16th, 1844. He brought his motherless children to London, but returned to Jerusalem in 1846, just after his second 
marriage. In the same year he published a "Journal of Missionary Labours in the City of Jerusalem, during the years 
1842-4," which are[212] exceedingly interesting reading, even after this lapse of time. 
It is striking to note that at that time the Jewish population of Jerusalem was only 6,000, out of a total of 18,000; 
whereas the Jewish population now [1909] numbers 60,000, out of a total of 80,000. 
Ewald was compelled to leave the East, owing to ill-health, in 1851, when he became the Society's senior 
missionary in London. He at once made his way into the hearts and homes of many Jews, and founded, in 
November, 1853, an institution for poor enquiring Jews, called "The Wanderers' Home." Such was its success that 
within five years 303 Jews and Jewesses had availed themselves of its benefits, no less than 150 being baptized; 76 
entered the Operative Jewish Converts' Institution, and six went to the Society's College. In 1858, owing to lack of 
financial support, the Home was closed. It was, however, re-opened in 1860, and has, under Dr. Ewald's and 
successive management, been the means of influencing large numbers of Jews in a Christian direction. 
Ewald's reports of his work are full of encouraging missionary facts. He was in labours "most abundant," both for 
the Society and the "Wanderers' Home." For nineteen years he was at the head of affairs, and at least forty Jewish 
families in London were brought through his means to faith in Christ. He was one of the ablest missionaries who 
ever served the Society. 
In 1858 Ewald thus wrote of the work: "Certainly, mighty changes have taken place amongst those Jews[213] to 
whom the missionary has not been debarred an access. If you go into their houses, you find on their table the Bible, 
the Old and New Testament, just as you see it on the table of Christians, and I have seen the authorized version of 
the Bible not only in private houses, but in the synagogue. When you converse with intelligent Jews, you soon 
observe that they have read the New Testament, and other Christian books and that they know what the fundamental 
doctrines of Christianity are, namely: the fall of man; the redemption of mankind through the Lord Jesus Christ; the 
atonement; the Deity of Christ; the doctrine of the Trinity, &c.; and they know also that every true Christian believes 
these doctrines. Then, much of the animosity towards converts has been gradually removed, by the number of Jews 
who have embraced Christianity. You cannot meet with many Jewish families who do not count among their 
relatives some converts. I have myself heard Jews defending their friends, not for having embraced Christianity, but 
from the alleged imputation of having embraced it through impure motives. The more Christianity gains ground in 
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the Jewish community, the more will friendly feelings arise towards those of their number who conscientiously look 
upon the Lord Jesus as the Christ. Amongst fifty thousand Jews in England we reckon three thousand converts. In 
London alone there are eleven ministers of the Lord Jesus Christ who are converted Jews, preaching the Word of 
Life to perishing sinners, whose ministry the Lord owns by granting them many souls for their hire. These thousands 
of converts are as a salt in the earth, and through their instrumentality a work is carried on silently and quietly in this 
country. They have all acquaintances and friends, to whom they speak occasionally of the Lord Jesus; and thus true 
religion is spread among the Jews." 
When, in 1870, Dr. Ewald, owing to increasing years, retired from the mission, he could thankfully look back upon a 
successful career, whether passed in North Africa, Palestine, or London. During his residence in the metropolis 
hundreds of Jews were baptized, out of some thousands instructed by him. 
Dr. Ewald died at Gipsy Hill, London, on August 9th, 1874, at the age of 73 years.25 
 

• ANOTHER ONE MENTIONED IN THIS SAME BOOK: 
 

NEANDER, Auguste.[16] On the 17th of July in the year 1850, an imposing funeral cortège slowly wended its way 
through the streets of Berlin, attended by a Royal carriage and by numerous Government officials, clergymen, 
professors and students of the Universities of Berlin and Halle, assembled to pay their last tokens of respect and esteem 
to the distinguished man who was being carried to his final resting-place. Along the whole route from the residence 
of the deceased to the cemetery, a distance of two miles, immense crowds of people thronged the streets, filling all 
windows, doors, and available places of observation. Before the hearse were carried the Bible and Greek Testament 
of the man who had done more than any of his contemporaries to keep alight in Germany the torch of pure and 
undiluted Christianity. The whole scene was a striking tribute to the worth and work of the eminent professor and 
Church historian, Auguste Neander, who for thirty-eight years had exercised unbounded influence in the domain of 
theology, not only in the University of which he was a distinguished ornament, but also throughout Europe. And this 
man was a Christian Jew, whose conversion and devotion to Christianity were destined to be fruitful in great results, 
the end of which we have hardly seen to-day.26 

 
 

• BOOKS WRITTEN AT THIS TIME THAT INFLUENCED THE CHURCH FOR 
JEWISH PEOPLE… 
 

Muller’s The Light at Eventide, and Goldney’s Epistle to the Jews 
 
It had to wait for Jewish Christians to plead the cause of their brethren 
before any real active work was started. Joseph Samuel Frey (1711-1837) and Ridley Herschell 
(1807-1864) were the inspirers of the London Society and the British Society, respectively, for 
Promoting Christianity among the Jews.27 
 
at least a quarter of a million Jews were won for Christ during this century.170 Nor was their 
quality negligible. Twenty names only may be given here as representative.171 
Karl Paul Caspari (1814-1892), professor of theology at Christiania. 
Paulus Cassel (1821-1892), German writer and preacher. 
Isaac Da Costa (1789-1860), Dutch historian. 
Benjamin Disraeli, Lord Beaconsfield (1804-1881), British statesman and writer. 
George Ebers (b. 1837). German Egyptologist. 
Alfred Edersheim (1825-1889), English theologian and writer. 

 
25 (Berenstein, 2011) 
26 Ibid 
27 (Schonfield, 1936) 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/37734/37734-h/37734-h.htm#Footnote_16_16
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Emin Pasha (1840-1892), African explorer. 
Ferdinand Christian Ewald (1801-1874), German divine. 
Christian David Ginsburg (it 1821), British theologian. 
Bishop Isaac Hellmuth (1820-1901), Canadian divine. 
Sir William Herschel (1738-1822), English astronomer. 
Moses Margoliouth (1818-1881), Jewish historian. 
Karl Marx (1818-1883), German socialist. 
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (1809-1847), German composer. 
Johann August Wilhelm Neander (1789-1850), professor of ecclesiastical history, 
Berlin. 
Sir Francis Cohen Palgrave (1788-1861), historian. 
Bishop Samuel Isaac Johseph Schereschewsky (1831-1906), sinologist and divine. 
Henry A. Stern (1820-1885), missionary and traveller. 
Joseph Wolff (1795-1862), missionary and traveller. 
Sir Moses Ximenes (b. 1762), English high sheriff.28 

• MESSIANIC JEWS CAN NEVER BOAST ABOUT HIGH #’S 
• WHILE THERE WERE MANY WHO BECAME BELIEVERS OUT OF TRUE 

CONVICTION AND RELATIONSHIP WITH YESHUA… STILL MANY DID SO 
OUT OF CONVENIENCE AS WELL… 

 
GERMANY WHICH WAS TRADITIONALLY ANTI-SEMITIC FROM THE 18TH CENTURY 
THROUGH EVEN TODAY, MADE IT VERY DIFFICULT EVEN IN THE 19TH CENTURY 
FOR JEWS TO MAKE A LIVING UNLESS THEY CONVERTED.   
 
SO MANY DID SO ANYWAYS… 
 
One of the most significant of Christian missionary enterprises to the Jews inaugurated 
during the nineteenth century was the Hebrew Christian Testimony to Israel founded in 1893 by 
David Baron and C.A. Schonberger in the East End of London. These two saintly men were 
anxious to impress the Jews with the fact that they did not represent any particular Church or sect 
or party, but that Jewish Christians as such were bearing testimony that they had found in Jesus 
of Nazareth their Messiah and Savior. Their aim was not to convert Jews to a creed, but to bring 
as many as possible into living relationship with God, in Christ, and to testify to both Jews and 
Gentile Christians that Christ and Israel are inseparable; that Christ is still to be “the King of the 
Jews,” and that the Jewish nation is in a peculiar sense “His own.” David Baron once stated: 
What we continually press upon the Jews is that we believe in Christ as the Son of 
Man and the Son of God, not in spite of, but because we are, Jews. We believe that 
Jesus is the Divine King of our people, the sum and substance or our Scriptures, the 
fulfiller of our Law and our Prophets, the embodiment of all the promises of our 
covenant. Our testimony is that of Jews to Jews…. 
 
The emancipation of the Jews also brought with it the emancipation of the Jewish Christian. No 
longer need he deny his race, but could openly proclaim himself for what he was.29 
 

 
28 Ibid 
29 (Schonfield, 1936) 
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RECOMMENDED READING: https://www.amazon.com/Joseph-Rabinowitz-Messianic-Movement-
Christianity/dp/080280859X 
 

 
• ALSO WE CANNOT FORGET TO MENTION FRANZ DELITZSCH  

 
https://jewinthepew.org/2015/02/23/23-february-1813-birth-of-franz-delitzsch-christian-hebraist-
translator-of-the-new-testament-and-supporter-of-messianic-judaism-otdimjh/ 
 
 
 

• EXCERPTS WERE SHARED FROM THE BOOK: “AWAKENING”30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
30 (Portnov, 1992) 

https://www.amazon.com/Joseph-Rabinowitz-Messianic-Movement-Christianity/dp/080280859X
https://www.amazon.com/Joseph-Rabinowitz-Messianic-Movement-Christianity/dp/080280859X
https://jewinthepew.org/2015/02/23/23-february-1813-birth-of-franz-delitzsch-christian-hebraist-translator-of-the-new-testament-and-supporter-of-messianic-judaism-otdimjh/
https://jewinthepew.org/2015/02/23/23-february-1813-birth-of-franz-delitzsch-christian-hebraist-translator-of-the-new-testament-and-supporter-of-messianic-judaism-otdimjh/
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