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The Domus Conversorum at Oxford and London 
 

• Jews upon conversion were often treated just as bad if not worse after Baptism, when they lost all 
their possissions and homes and were forced to live in a ghetto… 

 
“The situation led in England to the establishment of 
that interesting institution the Domus Conversorum, or Converts Home. The first of its kind 
appears to have been built in the neighborhood of Southwark by Richard of Bermondsey in 
1213: it was known as “The Hospital of Converts.” Later, there was a Domus both in Oxford and 
London founded by Henry III, the former about 1234 and the London house some two years 
earlier.  1 
 
Wood (City of Oxford) speaks of the Oxford Domus as: 
a place for those Jews and infidels that were converted to the Christian faith in 
Oxon to reside in and have sufficient maintenance from the King and other pious 
well-disposed people. In a short time after it was so brought about and no small 
number of these converts had their abode in this place and were taught and 
instructed in the doctrine of the church, and had an orthodox and learned priest to 
govern them. Mention of these converted people I often find in records stiled by the 
sir-name le convers and, more particularly, in St Frideswyde’s register wherein in 
divers charters there be the names of Eve convers, Eilliam le convers and Nicholas 
le convers and Ailb le convers and the like. 
The Home was situated near what is now Blue Boar Street.2 
 
 
“London Domus. The 
original Charter of Henry III (translated from the Latin) runs as follows: 

 
1 (Schonfield, 1936) 
2 Ibid 
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The king to the archbishops, etc., greeting. Be it known that we, by the institution of 
God, and for the safety of our soul, and of the souls of our predecessors and of our 
heirs, have granted, and by this our charter confirmed for us and for our heirs to the 
house which we caused to be built in the street which is called New Street, between 
the old and new temple of London, for the maintenance of the converted brethren, 
and those to be converted from Judaism to the Catholic faith, and for the aid of the 
maintenance of these brethren that dwelt in the said house, the houses and lands 
which belonged to John Herberton, in London, and are in our possession as 
forfeited (except the garden which belonged to the said John in the aforesaid New 
Street, and which we granted formerly by our charter to the venerable Father 
Rudolph, of Chichester, our Chancellor), and all other forfeitures which in our time, 
by felony, or from any other cause, will fall to us in our city. or in the suburbs of 
our city, London. Wherefore we wish, and firmly injoin for us and for our heirs, that 
the aforesaid house have and hold freely, and quietly, and in peace, for the 
maintenance of the converted brethren, and those to be converted from Judaism to 
the Catholic faith, in aid for the maintenance of these brethren that dwell in the 
same house, the houses and lands which belonged to John Herberton, in London, and are in our 
possession, as if our forfeiture (except the garden which belonged to 
the same John in the aforesaid street, New Street and which formerly by our charter 
we granted to the venerable Father Rudolph, Bishop of Chichester, our Chancellor), 
and all other forfeitures which in our time, by felony, or from whatever other 
causes, will fall to us in our city, London, as we have beforesaid, etc.”3 
 
 
 
“from about 1330, the office of Master of the 
Rolls was combined with wardenship of the Jewish Converts’ Home, and in these capacities 
Thomas Cromwell, vicar-general of Henry VIII, resided there. Had the Domus continued to 
function into the nineteenth century. a professing Jew, Sir George Jessel, made Master of the 
Rolls in 1873, would have been its warden. By this time, however, the buildings had been 
demolished, and an Act of 1891 removed the last legal traces of its functions.”4 
 
 
“During the long period of the Home’s activities numerous Jewish Christians of both sexes 
were inmates, and one, Martin, son of Henry Woodstock (1413-1468) lived there for fifty-five 
years. Two women, a mother and her daughter -- Joanna and Alice of Dartmouth, who came to 
the Home in 1409, remained for nearly as long, forty and forty-five years respectively. The 
number of Jewish Christians who availed themselves of the protection of the Domus from the 
date of its foundation ran into several hundreds, and among the more interesting names 
mentioned in the records are the following: 
 
Elizabeth, daughter of Rabbi Moses “episcopus Judaiorum,” 1339. Remained seventeen 
years and married a London tailor named David Pole. 
John de Santa Maria (1371-1405).  

 
3 Ibid 
4 Ibid 
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Perhaps a relative of the Bishop of Burgos. 
Nathaniel (formerly Jehudah) Menda (1598-1608). He hailed from the Barbary States, and 
was publicly baptized in London by John Foxe, author of The Book of Martyrs. 
Philip Ferdinand from Poland (1598-1600). He had been professor of Hebrew at Oxford and 
Cambridge. and later of Leyden University. 
The records end in 1608, though as late as 1717 a Jewish Christian of London petitioned 
King George I for a grant from the funds of Domus. From the time of the expulsion of the Jews 
from England in 1290 until their restoration by the Protector Oliver Cromwell, Jewish Christians 
were about the only Jews the citizens of London ever saw.”5 
 
One Jew, who might have become an inmate of the Domus, was forced to leave England with 
Edward I’s banishment of the Jews — Nicolas de Lyra (or Nicolas of Lynn), who was to become 
the heralds of the Reformation. “Nicolaus Lyrannus ex Judoeorum genere Anglus,” writes Bale; 
but it is only right to state that his Jewish birth has been contested. There are good grounds, 
however, for believing that he was a Jew. Having been educated at Oxford, he went to Paris, 
where he was baptized and joined the Franciscan order at Verneiul in 1291. Later he became 
Doctor of Theology and taught at the Sorbonne until 1325, when he was appointed Provincial of 
the Franciscans in Burgundy. Well versed in Talmudical literature, he favored the literal 
interpretation of Scripture after the method of the great Jewish commentator Rashi. For him, die 
intention of the author was the most important canon of exegesis, and he set himself in his chief 
work Postilloe, Perbetuoe, sive Brevia Commentaria in Universa Biblia to explain the Old and 
New Testaments on what he held to be the corrected principles, not sparing in the course of the 
work to castigate the abuses prevailing in the Church. These commentaries proved of such 
service to Martin Luther, that Pflug, Bishop of Naumberg. was moved to write the famous 
couplet: Is Lyra non lyrasset, Lutherus non saltasset. 
Other writers, after Niclas’ death in 1340, madc additions to the Postills, among them, as we 
have already noted being the Jewish Christian Bishop Paul of Burgos. Nicholas also wrote a 
work for his own brethren entitled, De Messia Ejusque Adventu Proeterito.6 
 

• Thus behind the Reformation, as behind almost every spiritual and 
political movement of note, one finds the personality of a Jewish 
Christian.”7 

 
• Paul of Samosata, Patriarch of Antioch, anti-Trinitarian… 

 
“Paul wrote in his Treatise to Sabinus that 
in fixity and resoluteness of character, Jesus likened himself to God; and having 
kept himself free from sin, was united to God and was enabled to grasp the power to 
work wonders. These miracles show that over and above the will, he possessed one 
and the same activity with God; he thus won the title of Redeemer and Savior.... 
By struggle and hard work he overcame the sins of our forefathers: he succeeded in 

 
5 Ibid 
6 Ibid 
7 Ibid 
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perfecting himself and through his moral excellence was united to God, having 
attained to unity and identity of will and activity through advances on the path of 
good works…. Thus he inherited the name which is above all names, the prize of love and 
affection vouchsafed to him in grace.... We do not allot praise to those who obey merely in virtue 
of their nature; but to those in good measure who submit because their attitude is one of love.”8 
 

• This was his doctrine – that Jesus was not equal to God until he proved it later… he 
seems to get this doctrine from the verses… 

 
Hebrews 2: 9 But we see One who was made for a little while lower than the angels—
namely, Yeshua. He is now crowned with glory and honor, because of the death He suffered 
so that, by the grace of God, He might taste death for everyone. 10 For it was fitting for 
God—for whom and through whom all things exist—in leading many sons to glory, to 
perfect through sufferings the initiator of their salvation. 
 
Schonfield says: “From Paul of Samosata the sect of Paulicians took its name and many of its 
tenets, and with some Gnostic admixture, continued through several centuries in Armenia to 
propagate its iconoclastic and adoptionist faith. The old Jewish Christians had found a voice with 
which they might still speak through the mouths of men of another race. 
Out of the Paulicians came the Thonrake, Josephinists, Bogomils, Cathars, Albigensis, and 
Waldenses, and all their off-shoots, changing their names in their manifold manifestation, but 
scarcely their basic doctrines, as the stream of missionaries made their way through Bulgaria, 
Gosnia and Hungary, along the Carpathians to the Alps and Pyrenees.” (Schonfield, 1936) 
 

• THESE WERE ALL ONE MOVEMENT A PROTESTING MOVEMENT 
• THESE JEWISH HERETICAL CHRISTIANS HAD WHAT IS CALLED THEIR “KEY 

OF TRUTH”… 
 
““then it was that he became Savior of us sinners, and was filled with godhead; then was he 
sealed, anointed, called by the Voice, addressed as the Beloved One.” 
They denied the pre-existence of Christ, attacked Mariolatry and Transubstantiation; their 
congregations were composed of the “elect,” and it was in the power of any of their number to 
attain to Christhood.”9 
 
“The Bogomil manifestation was chiefly in Bulgaria and Bosnia from the tenth to the 
thirteenth century, whence the sectaries were also known as Bulgaria or Bougres (Bulgarorum 
hoeresis). Jewish converts were among its propagandists, drawn largely from the literalist Jewish 
sect of Karaites. One, a certain Zachariah of Kiev, succeeded in influencing with Jewish views 
some of the highest ecclesiastics of Russia and even the Tzar Ivan III. The conversion of the 
kingdom of the Chazars to Judaism was another cause that made the slavic peoples incline 
favorably to Jewish and Cristo-Jewish doctrine. A Byzantine Jewess Sarah (Theodora) even 

 
8 Ibid 
9 Ibid 
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became Tzarina of Bulgaria (1335-1355) as the wife of Ivan Alexander. She had voluntarily 
embraced Christianity, and according to Poppof, a Bulgarian ecclesiastical historian, her reign 
encouraged both Jews and heretics to profane icons and the eucharist.10 
 

• Further in the West you have another J.C. Heretical group: Catharism early in the 
eleventh century, with headquarters in the neighborhood of Toulouse.  (France): 
 

Toulouse (/tuːˈluːz/,[4] too-LOOZ; French: [tuluz] ( listen); Occitan: Tolosa [tuˈluzo]; Latin: Tolosa) is the 
capital of the French department of Haute-Garonne and of the region of Occitanie. The city is on the 
banks of the River Garonne, 150 kilometres (93 miles) from the Mediterranean Sea, 230 km (143 mi) 
from the Atlantic Ocean and 680 km (420 mi) from Paris. It is the fourth-largest city in France, with 
466,297 inhabitants as of January 2014. In France, Toulouse is called the "Pink City" (La Ville Rose). 
(Toulouse, 2020) 11 
 
“The Cathars recognized two orders, the 
credentes, the ordinary believer, and the petfecti, the elect who acted as ministers. A credens 
became a perfectuis after undergoing the rite of consolation (consolamentum), when he was 
named Peter, a common practice both in the eastern and western branches of the movements…. 
 
In the rite of full initiation, the Perfect (who admits the novice like the Master of the 
Freemasons’ lodge) delivers an address calling him (as in Armenia) by the name 
Peter, and explaining the adoption and indwelling of the Spirit in the elect. He 
repeats and comments on the Lord’s Prayer clause by clause. Then comes the 
Renouncement, not only of Satan and his kingdom on earth, but of his babylonish 
church, its magical rites, carnal baptism, and the sign of the cross impressed on the forehead. A 
true spiritual baptism follows, with a book of the Gospels laid on the 
head by the Perfect’s hands: and while passages of Scripture are recited, the newly 
admitted brother receives the apostolic power to bind and loose.” 
 

• Cathars of Albigenses & the Crusade… 
 

ALBIGENSES, generic name, deriving from the city of Albi, loosely applied to a number of 
Christian heretical sects which developed in Provence and south France in the 12th century, the 
term being used especially in connection with Cathari. Knowledge of their precise doctrines is 
vague, being derived mainly from the vilifications of their Roman Catholic opponents, now 
partly reinforced by the information embodied in Inquisitional trials. The Roman Catholic 
Church suspected that some of these heresies were deliberately stimulated by the Jews. This is 
out of the question, especially as in most cases the sectarian doctrines embodied dualistic 
elements which were even further removed from Judaism than those of normative Christianity. 
On the other hand, some of the allied bodies, such as the "Passagi" and "Circumcisi," had an Old 
Testament basis and can be characterized as Judaizing sects (see *Judaizers ). Some of the other 
sectaries also apparently studied Hebrew in order to have a better understanding of the Old 
Testament, and personal relations between Albigenses and Jews seem to have been relatively 

 
10 Ibid 
11 (Toulouse, 2020) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toulouse#cite_note-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Pronunciation_respelling_key
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/French
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d8/Fr-Toulouse.ogg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Occitan_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/Occitan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Departments_of_France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haute-Garonne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regions_of_France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Occitanie
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garonne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Fr-Toulouse.ogg


 

COMPLETE HISTORY OF MESSIANIC JUDAISM LESSON 6 

cordial, this fact itself adding to the suspicions and animosities of the church. The Cathari 
accused the Roman Catholic Church of corruption, ritualistic pomp, and superficiality. Seeing 
them as a challenge to its power, the Church in return condemned them as Manicheans and 
Church Judaizers. However, though the Cathari rejected image worship, maintained certain 
prohibitions on the consumption of meat, and denied that Jesus was God, their theology and 
ritual contained a variety of contradictory elements. In fact, their attitude toward Judaism and the 
Old Testament was clearly hostile, as is borne out by the records of the Inquisition and the 
contemporary chronicles which cannot be suspected of a Catharistic bias. Jewish law was 
rejected by the Cathari as evil, because the "devil in the shape of a calf" (diabolus in forma vituli) 
had given it to them. Judaism as a whole was held to be an emanation of the material, visible, 
and consequently evil God. 

Catharist hostility toward Judaism on the theological level, however, was not reflected on the 
social and cultural plane. Jews were held in high esteem in the French Midi, where their status 
was probably the best in Europe. Cities like Albi, Béziers, Carcassonne, Toulouse, Lunel, 
Montpellier, Marseilles, Beaucaire, and Nîmes, which were most affected by the heresy, also had 
large Jewish populations. Concomitantly, rulers of the Midi openly favored both Albigenses and 
Jews, whom they appointed to important functions in the fiscal administration. Roger II, of 
Béziers, probably a Cathar himself, intermittently appointed Jews to the office of bailiff (bailli), 
a tradition apparently carried on by his son Raymond-Roger. Count Raymond VI of Toulouse, 
patron of Provençal poetry and tolerant of Catharism, generally favored Jews and employed 
Abba Mari b. Isaac of St. Gilles as one of his officials. In granting privileges to the Jews, the 
princes were motivated by reasons more powerful than mere sympathy. Owing to their 
commercial activity Jews often were a considerable source of revenue and some princes were in 
debt to them. More generally, the degree of independence of thought in Provence and the good 
will displayed to one another by Christians and Jews are probably explained by the fact that the 
whole region was then exposed to a wide range of outside influences which made it an island of 
civilization and tolerance, far removed from medieval obscurantism. 

The situation which thus obtained in Provence Jewish prosperity expanding in the midst 
of heresy was doubly intolerable to the established church. In 1195, at the Council of Montpellier 
it was decreed that anyone who allowed Jews (or Muslims) to exercise public office would be 
excommunicated. In 1209, Pope *Innocent III (1198–1216) ordered the Cistercians to preach a 
crusade against the Albigenses (January 1209). An army of monks, fanatics, and nobles marched 
into southern France. It was headed by Arnold of Citeaux, Cardinal Bertrand, and the rapacious 
Simon de Montfort, King Philip II of France having refused to lead the enterprise. The first stage 
of the operation ended with the capitulation of Raymond VI of Toulouse. In June 1209, at 
Montélimar, he and his nobles pledged themselves by oath "to forever removing the Jews from 
all administration and office, not ever to restore them, nor to accept other Jews for any office… 
nor use their council against Christians, nor… to permit them to employ Christians, men or 
women, in their homes as servants." Next the Crusaders took Béziers and Carcassone 
(July/August 1209), defended by young Raymond-Roger. Twenty thousand Christians and 200 
Jews were massacred at Béziers. Many others were carried away as captives. In September 1209 
the Council of Avignon decreed that "the Jews should be restrained from the exaction of usury 
by excommunicating those Christians who enter into commercial relations with them… and that 
the Jews be compelled to remit what they had gained through usury. We also prohibit them… to 
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presume to work in public on the Sundays or festivals. Nor shall they eat meat on days of 
abstinence." Seven years later the wife of Simon de Montfort emulated her consort by having all 
the Jews of Toulouse arrested. Children under age were promptly baptized, but the adults resisted 
conversion and were eventually set free. 

The Albigensian Crusade came to an end in 1229 with the Treaty of Paris, which destroyed the 
power of the princes in the south. The remaining adherents of Catharism were left to the care of 
the Inquisition, which dealt them a final blow by setting up a collective stake at Montségur 
(1245). 
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Chapter XV 
 

Apotheosis of clericalism; Marranos of Spain and Portugal and the Chuetas of Malloruca; objects of the 
Inquisition; treatment of heretics; tests for crypto Jews; refugees in the Netherlands; expulsion of the 
Jews from Spain and Portugal; Christopher Columbus and the new world; sermon of the Archbishop of 
Cranganor at Lisbon to a convicted company of New Christians; Mercy and Justice.13 
 

• apotheosis of clericalism  15th Century…dictatorship of the clergy – ruthless, brutal, and 
accountable to no one else… subject to only their own laws… 

 
Finn. in Sephardim, says, “During the long course of centuries, the clergy acted upon one 
undeviating line of policy, uninfluenced by wars, change of dynasty, or personal feelings, to 
drive the Jews into the bosom of the Church. Since the time of Sisebut the Goth, all direct 
compulsion in the matter of baptism had been discountenanced by papal authority 
and general sentiment. But, notwithstanding the dictates of abstract right and 
reason, bishops and friars had plundered and murdered such as refused to be 
converted, while civil penalties and restrictions were likewise heaped upon the 
recusants. An exemption from all this might be purchased by enduring the 
sprinkling of a few drops of water; yet this trifle in itself, was the “crux fidei” to a 
Jew, as was the burning of a few grains of incense before a senseless idol to the 
primitive Christian, with the alternative of the lions of the amphitheater. The 

 
12 (Mitchell, 2020) 
13 (Schonfield, 1936) 
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temptation was in each case intensely seductive, but the iniquity of the Spanish 
churchman. with his organized Inquisition to preclude the possibility of receding, 
was altogether unparalleled in pagan persecutions. Aware of the varied 
unrighteousness of the means employed to gain their proselytes, the end, according 
to their morality, justified the means, and murder, with every other violation of 
Christianity, was engaged to secure the retention of their unlawful seizures.”14 
 
 
“The Christianized Jews in Spain, Portugal, and their dominions, had grown so numerous that 
they formed a distinct class by themselves -- the New Christians, or more particularly, Marranos 
(damnned). or Mallorca, Chuetas. The latter were the products of a mass conversion effort in 
1435 after an anti-semitic uprising on account of an Eastertide blood libel accusation. Not a 
single unbaptized Jew was left on the island despite the Inquisition, the Chuetas never wholly 
lost the cognizance of their Jewish descent.”… “It was the suspicions of the clergy that many of 
these New Christians secretly practised Jewish rites while outwardly conforming to the 
ordinances of the Church, suspicions in many cases fully justified, that led them to call in the aid 
of the Inquisition.” 
 

• Dominicans were the biggest trouble makers for the Jews at this time… 
 
The Order of Preachers (Latin: Ordo Praedicatorum, postnominal abbreviation OP), also known as 
the Dominican Order, is a mendicant Catholic religious order founded in France by the Spanish 
priest Saint Dominic. It was approved by Pope Innocent III via the Papal bull Religiosam vitam on 22 
December 1216. Members of the order, who are referred to as Dominicans, generally carry the 
letters OP after their names, standing for Ordinis Praedicatorum, meaning of the Order of Preachers. 
Membership in the order includes friars,[b] nuns, active sisters, and affiliated lay or secular 
Dominicans (formerly known as tertiaries, though recently there has been a growing number of 
associates who are unrelated to the tertiaries). 

Founded to preach the Gospel and to oppose heresy, the teaching activity of the order and its 
scholastic organisation placed the Preachers in the forefront of the intellectual life of the Middle 
Ages.[4] The order is famed for its intellectual tradition, having produced many 
leading theologians and philosophers.[5] In the year 2018 there were 5,747 Dominican friars, 
including 4,299 priests.[1] The Dominican Order is headed by the Master of the Order, as of 
2019, Gerard Timoner III.[6] Mary Magdalene and Catherine of Alexandria are the co-patronesses of 
the Order.15 

 
• in 1483 with Thomas de Torquemada, a Dominican, as Inquisitor-General. The 
avowed object of the Inquisition was the purification of the Church from heresy primarily 
“Judaism” 
 
• “smelling out” the crypto Jews 

 
According to the Mysticism of St. Paul: “Many of the noblest families were degraded by 
beholding some one of their 

 
14 (Schonfield, 1936) 
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members wearing the san-benito, as confessed and pardoned heretics. Though their 
chief victims were selected from those who were suspected of secret Judaism, yet 
the slightest taint of Judaism in the blood (and among the Aragonese nobility — the 
nobility of all Spain — this was by no means rare) was sufficient to excite 
suspicion, and, if possible, the vengeance of the Inquisitors.”16 
 
“Don Alfonso. son of the King of Aragon, had married a Christian Jewess, Esther, daughter of 
Abiathar ha-Kohen of Sarragossa. Her sister Leah was married to Martin Sanchez, a Marrano. 
Secret denunciations were encouraged, and at any time the black-robed officers of the Inquisition 
might suddenly apprehend a man and hale him before the dread tribunal. 
The results of such an examination may be gathered from the fact that at Seville alone in the 
course of a single year, 280 persons were burned alive, 79 were condemned to lifelong 
imprisonment and 17,000 received sentences of varying severity. At the burning of Jewish girl, 
Philip III could not refrain from shuddering. The Inquisition said that this crime could only be 
atoned for by his blood. The king was forthwith bled, and the blood solemnly burnt by the 
executioner.17 
 

• THEY EVEN DUG UP GRAVES AND EXPOSED THE DEAD BODIES OF THE 
JEWS BURIED WITH CHRISTIANS 

 
One of the earliest decrees of the Inquisition provided that no bishop or other priest of Jewish 
descent should have a seat in the court. Twenty-seven indications of secret Judaism were drawn 
up, including the following: — Expecting the Messiah; Hoping for justification by the Law of 
Moses; Keeping the Sabbath by wearing better clothes or not lighting fires on that day; 
Observing distinction of meats; Celebrating the Jewish festivals or fasting on Jewish fast-days; 
Showing joy on the Fast of Esther; Or bewailing the destruction of Jerusalem on August 9 (ab); 
Singing psalms in Hebrew without adding Gloria Patre (the Christian doxology); Performing 
any Jewish rites such as circumcision; Retaining Jewish marriage or burial customs; Interring the 
dead in Jewish cemeteries. 18 
 

• IT WASN’T JUST JEWISH CHRISTIANS WHO HAD A PROBLEM… 
 
in 1492 ordering the expulsion of all unbaptized Jews from Spain in 
four months time. It was useless for the Jews to protest, or for Rabbi Abrabanel on their behalf to 
offer 30,000 ducats for the privilege of remaining in the country, which in spite of persecution 
they dearly loved. Thomas de Torquemada held up a crucifix before Ferdinand and Isabella, 
crying, “Behold Him whom Judas sold for thirty pieces of silver. Sell ye Him now for a higher 
price, and render an account of your bargain before God,”19 
 
Yet many did find a refuge, in Africa, in Persia, in the Levant. Large numbers, including 
many New Christians, fled to the Netherlands. Da Costa quotes a Jewish author of Amsterdam to 
the effect that, 
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Many of the canons, inquisitors, and bishops on Spain are of Jewish descent; some 
are still Jews at heart, though, for the sake of temporal advantages, they feign 
themselves to be Christians; some of these at times repent and leave the country as 
best they can. In this city of Amsterdam. and in other countries, there arc 
Augustines, Franciscans, Dominicans, and Jesuits, who have cast off idolatry. In 
Spain there are a great many distinguished bishops and monks, whose parents, 
brothers and sisters, live in this town and elsewhere, where they can profess 
Judaism…20 
 
 
 
(WE MAY NOT HAVE TIME FOR THIS): 
 
the following extracts are taken from 
an actual address delivered to a convicted company of New Christians by the Archbishop of 
Cranganor at Lisbon, September 6, 1705. 
O degraded remnant of Judaism, unhappy fragments of the Synagogue! the last 
spoil of Judæa! opprobrium of the Catholics! abhorrence and laughing-stock of your 
fellow Jews! it is to you I address myself, ye misguided men! 
You are the abhorrence and laughing-stock of the Jews; for your ignorance is such 
that you know not how to observe the very Law you profess. You are the 
opprobrium of the Catholics; for, being born within the pale of the Church, your 
voluntary apostasy has banished you from its bosom. You are the last spoil of 
Judæa; for — to our shame -- your lot is cast here in Portugal to disgrace and 
scandalize us in the opinion of the whole world — in our quarter of the globe as 
well as in your native East. You are the wretched fragments of the Synagogue; for 
all its former greatness is come to an end in your present misery. Finally, you are a 
degraded remnant of Judaism, the wretched off-shoots of Israel, who, since the 
destruction of your country, have spread throughout Europe to infect whole nations 
by your presence .... 
How greatly do I pity your degradation. O children of Israel! How many tears of 
blood do I shed through compassion for your misfortunes, contemplating what you 
are at this day, and what you formerly were. In ancient times the inheritors of that 
affection which your continued obstinancy did not deserve; this day the objects of 
well-merited anger, which fulfills in you a just retribution: this day the scaffold is 
the theater of your contumely; formerly your tabernacles were the boast of your 
religion. In ancient times, the waters held you in respect, and no less the flames; this 
day fire will feed on you, and your ashes, cast into the sea, will find a tomb in the 
waters …. 
This day, the anniversary of your feast of Purim, is the day when you are to abjure 
and make atonement for your sins in the yellow and scarlet colors of your 
penitential dresses --the emblems of the fire which will consume your dwelling places, unless these dresses be 
changed for another color before being committed to the flames. In former times, on 
the day of Atonement for your sins, the scarlet thread that was bound on the horns 
of the goat which was to be sacrificed on that day was changed into white, to show 
that God had pardoned your sins. In former times your inheritance was the 
unalienable property of your families; now the public treasury is your heir .... 
Truly. O children dear to my soul, the condition in which you are at the present day 
compared with what you were in times past would soften a heart far more obdurate 
than mine; for though we may not be of the same blood, we are all your brethren 
through the blood of Jesus Christ who redeemed you, and through the holy water of 
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baptism, wherewith you have been sprinkled .... You yourselves see how you are dispersed all over the world, and 
scattered throughout every land; and either from necessity or inclination hold yourselves 
apart from one another, so that even if you meet privately to perform the rites of 
Judaism, you avoid each other in public, in order to deceive those who charge you 
with being Jews. You yourselves bewail your misfortunes, and complain to us 
Catholics that your enemies ensnare you, and draw you so suddenly and 
indiscriminately into the meshes of our Holy Office, that all of your lineage are 
exposed to the same calamity; and although you mutually proclaim your afflictions 
to one another, there is no one who has the power to rescue you therefrom …. 
The sermon closes with a prayer of which the following are the concluding lines: 
You called to them in kindness, but they made an ungrateful return for Your favors. 
Seek now to win them to You by chastisement, however little chastisement has 
hitherto benefited them. Cause them to acknowledge with perfect sincerity, that in 
their present miserable state they have no other remedy than to repent for the time 
they have lost in their false expectations, by bewailing their errors, abhorring their 
sins, abominating their superstition, and renouncing their contumacy; so that, being 
regenerated by the waters of their penitent cries, they may be born again Your 
children, as already by baptism they have become.21 
 

BREAK 

Chapter XVI 

• By the 15th and 16th centuries, the two movements of the Enlightenment: the Reformation 
and the Renaissance, both led eventually to the liberation of the Jews. 

• Attitudes did not change however, not significantly enough until the Enlightenment of the 
19th century… 

 

The condition of the Jewish Christians under Roman Catholic domination has been 
sufficiently described; it remains to be shown how they fared under Protestantism 

Martin Luther began by extending to them the utmost toleration. In 
a book which he published in 1523, under the title Das Jesus em Gerborene Jude Gewesen (That 
Jesus was born a Jew) he has a remarkable passage: 
 
Those fools the papists. bishops, sophists, monks, have formerly so dealt with the 
Jews, that every good Christian would rather have been a Jew. And if I had been a 
Jew, and seen such stupidity and such blockheads reign in the Christian Church, I 
would rather be a pig than a Christian. They have treated the Jews as if they were 
dogs, not men, and as if they were fit for nothing but to be reviled. They are blood 
relations of our Lord; therefore, if we respect flesh and blood, the Jews belong to 
Christ more than we. I beg, therefore, my dear Papists, if you become tired of 
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abusing me as a heretic, that you begin to revile me as a Jew. Therefore, it is my 
advice that we should treat them kindly; but now we drive them by force, treating 
them deceitfully or ignominiously, saying they must have Christian blood to wash 
away the Jewish stain, and I know not what nonsense. Also we prohibit them from 
working amongst us, from living and having social intercourse with us, forcing 
them, if they would remain with us to be usurers.22 
 
He published twenty-one years later another book 
entitled Von den Juden und ihren Jugen (Of the Jews and their Lies), in which he exhibits none 
of his earlier friendliness. 
 
“Doubt not, believed in Christ, that after the Devil you have no more bitter, venomous, violent 
enemy, than the real Jew, the Jew in earnest in his belief.” He urges his followers: 
(1) Burn their synagogues and schools; what will not burn, bury with earth, that 
neither stone nor rubbish remain. (2) In like manner, break into and destroy their 
houses. (3) Take away all their prayer-books and talmuds, in which are nothing but 
godlessness, lies, cursing and swearing. (4) Forbid their rabbis to teach on pain of 
life and limb. (5) Forbid them to travel: as they are neither lords nor officials, nor 
merchants, they should stay at home. (6) Interdict all usury: we are not their 
subjects, but they ours. (7) In the hands of all young Jews and Jewesses should be placed flails, 
axes, mattocks, spades, distaffs, spinning-wheels, and let them get 
their livelihood in the sweat of their brow, as should all the children of Adam.23 
 

• Luther attacked the ancient: Toledot Yeshu… which for centuries had already been used 
as an anti-Semitic libel… tool. 

 
 
Calvin, another of the reformers, though he came little into contact with Jews was by no 
means tolerant towards them, though less vehement than Luther. Certainly the immediate result 
of the Reformation was not to lighten the Jewish burden. 
Protestant Germany took up the tale of persecution in the sixteenth century where 
Catholic Germany had left off in the fifteenth. The Jews were given the alternative 
of baptism and banishment in Berlin, were expelled from Bavaria in 1553, from 
Brandenburg in 1573, and in the tragedy of oppression was carried on through the ensuing 
centuries.24 
 

• As the enlightenment progressed more and more, little by little Jews started to inherit 
rights gradually as fellow citizens…however it was not the church itself that was 
attractive to Jews, it was rather the real Jewish Messiah that was compelling the 
Messianic Jews… 
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Schonfield said: “The Man of Sorrows had an appeal to the People of Sorrows infinitely greater 
than the Christ of the Inquisition.” 25 
 
The Renaissance also had played its part in opening the way for Jewish acceptance of Christ. 
The ecclesiasticism which had kept the thought of Europe flowing in fixed channels had become 
more flexible and assimilative. It is unpleasant to have to record that a Jewish convert to 
Christianity was one of those who attempted to stay the march of process. Johann Phefferkorn 
(1469-c. 1521) will always be remembered as the tool of the Dominicans in their last bid for 
powcr in Germany. Jacob van Hoogstraatcn, Prior of the Order in Cologne, where Phefferkorn 
was baptized in 1505, used him in attacks against the Jews, and particularly against their 
literature deemed inimical to Christianity. The Emperor Maximilian was induced to publish an 
edict of confiscation and destruction, and later to appoint of inquiry to consider the accusations 
of Phefferkorn.26 
 
 
Among those who sat on this commission were Victor of Carben, a more enlightened Jewish 
Christian, Hoogstraaten and Johann Reuchlin. Reuchlin, the great Humanist, dared to report in 
favor of the Jews and the edict was suspended. Pfefferkorn was furious. Victor of Carben retired 
from public life acknowledging his dislike for religious controversy.27 
 
 

• The outcome of the struggle (between the Dominicans and Reuchlin) was a new interest 
on the part of Gentile scholars in the Hebrew language and literature. 

 
• The new interest in Hebrew even produced renderings of the Gospel into the sacred 

tongue by Sebastian Munster. 
 

(((SHOW IMAGE OF MUNSTER’S GOSPEL))) 
 

• AS DARK AS THINGS WERE UNDER Pfefferkorn, LIGHT DID SHINE BRIGHET 
LATER… 

 
3 IMPORTANT MESSIANIC JEWS… 
 
Three Jewish Christians were employed by Cardinal Ximenes to assist him in preparing his 
famous Complutensian Polyglot Bible (1514-1517). Their names are Paul Nunez Corones, 
Alfonso de Zamora and Alfonso d’Alcala. The two former were both professors at the University 
of Salamanca. Dominico Irosolimitano, a Rabbi of Safed, became famed as a doctor and was 
summoned by the Sultan to be court physician at Constantinople. After embracing Christianity 
he taught Hebrew at Rome.28 
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Giovanni Baptista Jonas, also a Palestinian from Safed (1588-1668), came to Europe and 
was, for a time, assistant rabbi in Hamburg. He was converted in Poland in 1625. Thereafter he 
went to Italy and was appointed Professor at the University of Pisa, and later one of the Vatican 
librarians. He made a Hebrew translation of the Gospels and compiled a Begrea-Chaldee lexicon: 
he is noted for many other works.29 
 
 
 
Two grandsons of the famous Hebrew grammarian, Elias Levita. became Christians, and 
were employed in expurgating and editing Jewish books. 
Paul Riccio, a German Jewish Christian of the first half of the sixteenth century, became 
Professor of Philosophy in the University of Pavia, subsequently he was physician to Maximilian 
I. He was a friend of Erasmus, and held a controversy with Eck on astronomical subjects. He 
sought the spiritual welfare of his Jewish brethren, and imparted to Christians much information 
about Jewish literature. His best known book is his De Posta Lucis R. Josephi Gecatilia 
 
(Augsburg 1616), which is a free translation of a part of the Kabbalistic work Sha’are Orah by 
Joseph Gekatila. Jerome Riccio, Paul’s son, sent a copy of the work to Reuchlin, who utilized it 
in the composition of his De Are Cabballistica. Riccio relates that he was ordered to prepare a 
Latin translation of the Talmud. All that has come down of it are the translations of the tractates 
of Berechoth, Sanhedrin, and Makkoth (Augsburg 1519), which are the earliest Latin renderings 
of the Mishnah known to bibliographers30 
 
Johannes Isaac Levita Germanus, baptized in 1546, was for a time Professor of Hebrew in 
London and subsequently in Cologne. 
John Immanuel Tremellius (1510-1580) waseducated at the University of Padua, and became 
a Christian through the influence of Cardinal Pole. In 1549 he became Regius Professor of 
Hebrew at Cambridge University. 
When Queen Mary came to the throne he returned to Germany, where for a time he was 
Professor of Old Testament at Heidelberg. Finally he removed to the College of Sedan, where he 
remained until his death. He made a Latin translation of the Bible from Hebrew and Syriac, 
which ran into several editions. He also translated into Hebrew Calvin’s Catechism (Paris, 1551), 
and wrote a Syriac and Chaldee grammar (Paris. 1569).31 
 
 
An interesting personality is Mark Raphael, an Italian Jewish Christian of the first half of the 
sixteenth century. Henry VIII of England sought his help in his matrimonial difficulties, and he 
was asked to advise on the legality of Henry’s levirate marriage to Queen Catharine according to 
Jewish Law. He came to England in January, 1551. He upheld the legality of the marriage, but 
suggested that there would be no wrong in the king taking a second wife during tile lifetime of 
the first. Naturally, such advice was rejected; of [so?] Raphael changed his view and now 
contended that the object of a levirate marriage was to continue the deceased brother’s line, and 
as no male heir had resulted from the union, the king 
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could not have had this intention, and the marriage was therefore invalid. His opinion was 
included with others in the memorial to Parliament, and Raphael was suitably rewarded by a 
grateful monarch.32 
 
 
Dr. Rodrigo Lopez, Physician to Queen Elizabeth, and believed by Sir Sidney Lee to 
be the original of Shakespeare’s Shylock. 
 
ACKERMAN WROTE EXTENSIVELY ABOUT LOPEZ: The Conspiracy of Lopez the Jew, 
Jewish Chron. Suppl. Sept., 1929 
 
Lopez hailed from Portugal, and settled in England in 1559, most likely as a refugee from the 
Inquisition. He is described in the census of foreigners living in England in 1511 as “Dr. Lopus, 
a portingale, householder, denizen, who came into this realm about twelve years past to get his 
living by physike.” His wife Sarah and a brother Lewis are also mentioned. The date of his 
conversion to Christianity is unknown. He speedily rose to eminence in his profession and was 
elected a member of the College of Physicians; he was also the first man to hold the appointment 
of house physician at St Bartholomew’s hospital. A colleague, William Clowes, praised him as 
one who “showed himself to be both careful and very skilful, not only in his counsel in dieting, 
purging and bleeding, but also for his direction of Arceus’ apozema.” His fame and practice 
grew rapidly. In 1571 he attended Sir Francis Walsingham, the Queen’s Secretary; in 1575 his 
name appears near the head of the list of the chief London doctors published by Stowe. Ten years 
later he was a physician to the Earl of Leicester; then he was attached to the household of the 
Earl of Essex; and finally in 1586 he was made physician to Queen Elizabeth, who in 1589 
granted him the valuable monopoly of importing seed and sumach into England. 33 
 

• He became extremely wealthy! 
 
Being fluent in the Portuguese and Spanish tongues, his services as an interpreter were 
in constant requisition at a time when Essex had espoused the cause of Don Antonio, pretender 
to the throne of Portugal, against Philip II of Spain. After an abortive expedition, however, which 
Elizabeth had unwillingly sent to Lisbon, Don Antonio’s cause lost favor and Essex remained as 
practically his only distinguished supporter. Lopez had fallen out with Don Antonio, and then for 
the worse quarrelled with Essex, who thereafter set himself to compass his downfall. The doctor 
unwisely allowed himself to be drawn into the opposite camp and became associated with the 
agents of Philip. He was by no means partial to Spain, as is evidenced by the fact that he offered 
his services to Walsingham, who employed him to spy on the Spanish court. In this dangerous 
position he was taking money from Philip and obtaining his goodwill, while actually serving the 
interests of England. Essex saw in this situation the opportunity which he required, and sought 
by every means to obtain proof that Lopez was really working for Spain. Estban Ferreira, a 
former servant to Don Antonio, who resided with Lopez, was arrested at Essex’s instigation, and 
later Lopez’s house was searched, but Sir Robert Cecil related to the Queen “that there was no 
matter of malice, for in the poor man’s house were found no kind of writs of intelligences of 
which he was accused, or otherwise, that hold might be taken of him.” Dr. Lopez, meanwhile, 
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had been arrested and was confined in Essex’s house, with Ferreira and others. By tormenting 
these men with question, Essex at length forced them into a false confession of a conspiracy 
against the Queen in which Dr. Lopez. in the pay of Spain. was to have brought about her death 
by poison.34 
Essex was triumphant, and unfortunately Walsingham, who could have cleared Lopez of the 
preposterous charge, was dead. Lopez was brought to trial at the GuilhalI on February 28, 1594. 
Essex presided and Coke, the Solicitor-General, prosecuted. The result was inevitable, in spite of 
the prisoner’s steadfast plea of innocence. Coke exclaimed against him as “this perjured and 
murdering traitor and Jewish doctor,” and he was condemned to be hanged, drawn and quartered 
at Tyburn. Elizabeth still seems to have believed him innocent, antI delayed three months before 
signing the death warrant.35 
 
The last scene was enacted with all the barbaric cruelty of the time. The wretched doctor, 
when the shouts of the huge crowd that had collected were silenced for a moment, was heard to 
cry out again his innocence and that he loved the Queen as well as he loved Jesus Christ, “which 
expression,” Camden writes, “coming from a Jew, put the spectators into a pleasant fit of 
laughter.”36 
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