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I. Conversation of the Roman Empire to Christianity 

 

It was a bright looking future for Gentile Christianity…but not so much for the Messianic Jews 
of the 4th century… 

The Emperor Constantine had submitted to the grace of baptism. But for those who still clung to 
the observances of the Law of Moses, whether Nazarene of Pharisee, that day was one of 
darkness and gloom. The era of persecution by Pagan Romans was passing away, only to be 
succeeded by the more terrible and prolonged persecutions by Christian Romans. Incited thereto 
by a vengeful and fanatical clergy, drunk with liberty and power. Constantine commenced to 
pursue a policy of cruel restriction against the Jews, embodied in a series of edicts, which the 
populace were not slow to construe as a policy bordering on extirpation. 
Emperor Constantine said: “We desire to have nothing in common with this so hated people, for 
the Redeemer has marked out another path for us. To this we will keep, and be free from 
disgraceful association with this people.1 
 
So ran the imperial will. Massacres became frequent, and burning synagogues a Christian 
recreation.” 2 

Schonfield says: “Under these conditions, Palestine gradually lost its Jewish population, which 
took refuge further east in Persia and Mesopotamia where there was a better prospect of enjoying 
freedom of conscience. The rabbinical colleges at Sura and Pumbedith took over authority from 
those of Tiberias and Sephoris. and abandoned synagogues were rededicated to Christian 
worship. The name of Nazarene, formerly honored by every follower of the Man of Nazareth, 
was now wholly discarded by the Catholic Church, and reserved exclusively for the “heresy” of 
the faith which he had founded. A few of the Fathers there were, like Jerome, who still gave 
credit to the ancient testimony of the Jewish Christians. He associated with them in Beroea 
(Aleppo), and translated their Hebrew Gospel into Greek and Latin, suffering the accusation of, 
“having forged a fifth Gospel.” It is in large part due to his writings that we owe our slender 
knowledge of the Nazarene opinions.” 3 

• NEW PHASE – DISPUTATIONS BETWEEN JEWS AND THE GENTILE 
CHURCH… 

 

The scene is Rome, and the occasion a disputation held before Constantine and the saintly 
Queen Helena between the Jews and Christians. Argument had failed to be convincing to either 
side, and at length, so runs the legend, the Jews had recourse to magic. They commanded an ox 
to be fetched, and the ineffable Name of God being whispered into its ear by Sambres, the 
Jewish leader, it at once fell dead at the emperor’s feet. The Jews were triumphant; but the 
famous wonder-working Pope Sylvester was a match for them. Would the Jews believe if the ox 
came to life again at the name of Jesus? They would. Sylvester raised his eyes to heaven, and 

 
1 (Schonfield, 1936) 
2 (BARON, 1910) 
3 (Schonfield, 1936) 
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with a loud voice cried: “If He be the true God whom I preach, in the name of Christ, arise, O ox 
and stand upon thy feet!” The ox sprang to life, and began to move and feed. The astounded Jews 
gave in and were all baptized.4 

 

We have now to consider a new type of Jewish Christian, willing or unwilling convert to 
Catholicism, having no relationship with the old Nazarene groups, and in many cases as bigoted 
and intolerant in their attitude towards them and the Jewish people as were those of Gentile birth. 
Of this new type, two were prominent in the fourth century, Epiphanius, Bishop of Constantia, 
and Count Joseph, and the last is our chief informant about the second. 
Epiphanius was born about 303 A.D. in the village of Bezanduca in Palestine. He was of 
Jewish parentage on both sides. His father died when he was very young, and his widowed 
mother was not in good circumstances. A wealthy Jew, a friend of the family, adopted him and 
later married him to his only daughter. Almost immediately, however, he host his wife, and his 
father-in-law dying soon after bequeathed to him his extensive property. While on a visit to some 
of his possessions he was impressed with the charity of a monk whom he met, and resolved to 
become a Christian, an example that was followed by his sister. After a course of instruction, 
both were received into the Catholic Church.5 

Epiphanius – Jewish, converted, became a monk, sold all his possessions and had two disciples: 
John and Polybius… 
 
Schonfield says: “On a visit to Egypt he came into contact with certain 
Christian Gnostics, apparently of antinomian tendencies, from whom he escaped in horror. 
Returned to Palestine, he founded a monastery near his native village. The next few years find 
him engaged in violent controversy with the school of Origen, particularly in the person of John, 
Bishop of Jerusalem. About 368 he was made Bishop of Constantia in Cyprus, where he became 
widely known for his learning. In 382 he was summoned to Rome by the emperor to give his 
opinion in an ecclesiastical dispute. The year 394 found him again in Jerusalem, where he 
betrayed something of his Jewish origin in denouncing the use of images which he found painted 
on a cloth in a Christian church. “Such material,” he said, “would be better employed for charity 
than for ceremony.” 
Soon after this he retired to Bethlehem, from where he journeyed once more to 
Constantinople in his old age to attend a synod convened to reprimand the famous John 
Chrysostom for sheltering some Egyptian monks expelled for adopting Origen’s views. 
Epiphanius, however, did not wait of the synod to sit, and died at sea on his way back to Cyprus 
at the advanced age of a hundred years. He was a sincere, though somewhat over-zealous and 
imprudent churchman, who followed the orthodoxy of his day with commendable loyalty. It is 
unfortunate that he was out of sympathy with his Nazarene brethren, but this was probably due to 
his early conversion and training in monastic circles, He never appears to have been in direct 
contact with either Nazarenes or Ebionites, whom he castigates unmercifully. He had read the 
Ebionite text of the Gospel in a Greek translation, and his quotations from it preserve what little 

 
4 Ibid 
5 Ibid 
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we know of its contents.6 
 
Epiphanius’ principal work is his voluminous Panarion, which has been described as an 
encyclopedia of heresies. In it he combats nearly eighty Christian and Jewish sects.  
 

• Count Joseph:  
Another Jewish convert, Count Joseph, called by his former co-religionists, “the Apostate.” He 
was a rabbinical student of Tiberias, attached to the person of the Jewish Patriarch Hillel II. 
According to his own account, 
he had witnessed the Patriarch’s deathbed confession of faith in Christ. Through the joints of the 
door, he had seen him receive the sacrament from the Bishop of Tiberias, who had attended him 
as physician. After Hillel’s death, Joseph found among his effects, Hebrew texts of Matthew, 
John and the Acts of the apostles, which he read and was strongly convinced of the truth of 
Christianity. He did not, however, make a public confession of his faith. Other circumstances in 
later life increased his conviction, and a severe illness determined him no longer to postpone his 
baptism. On his recovery his fear of the consequences of his act made him still delay openly to 
avow himself a Christian. At this time he was appointed official collector of the patriarchal 
revenues in Cilicia, and he made the acquaintance of a bishop near whose house he was staying. 
The suspicions of the Jews were aroused, and they one day surprised him in the act of reading 
the Gospels. They dragged him to the synagogue, and would have beaten him to death, had not 
the bishop intervened. When he was about to leave the city, another attempt on his life was 
made, and he was thrown into the river Cydnus. Again he escaped, and soon after made a public 
confession of his faith in Jesus. His interesting story came to the ears of Constantine, who made 
him a Comes, or Count, of the Roman Empire….The emperor employed him on several 
commissions, and that he devoted his life to building churches in towns which had large Jewish 
populations, at Tiberias, Nazareth and Sephoris (Dio Caesarea). Inscriptions recording his 
foundation still remain. He sheltered some priests fleeing from Arian persecution, and it was 
about this time in his old age that Epiphanius heard this story from his own lips while he was a 
guest in his house.7 
 

• 4th century schism advanced – Constantine ordered protection of Jews who were baptized 
and Judaism who converted pagans warned them of the dangers of Christianity and Jews 
visited churches to hear sermons in order to debate in public. 

 
The few cases where Jews had succeeded in persuading pagans of the weakness of the state 
religion were magnified into an organized effort to overthrow the Church.8 
 

• Hysteria over the “Jewish conspiracy”… 
• Efforts made to remove Jews from influence over Christians and separate them! 
• From the Apostolic Cannons:  

 
 
 

 
6 Ibid 
7 Ibid 
8 Ibid 
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Canon 64 
If any clergyman or layman shall enter into a synagogue of Jews or heretics to pray, let the 
former be deposed and let the latter be excommunicated. 
 
Canon 71 
If any Christian brings oil into a temple of the heathen or into a synagogue of the Jews at their 
feast, or lights lamps, let him be excommunicated.9 
 
Canon 70 
If any bishop, presbyter, or deacon, or any one of the list of clergy, keeps fast or festival with the 
Jews, or receives from them any of the gifts of their feasts, as unleavened bread, any such things, 
let him be deposed. If he be a layman, let him be excommunicated.10 
 
Canon 7 (8) 
If any bishop, presbyter, or deacon, shall celebrate the holy day of Easter before the vernal 
equinox, with the Jews, let him be deposed.11 
 

• Even with all the anti-Semitism that was developing it is rather surprising to find 
examples of real Jewish believers in extraordinary circumstances in the 4th century… 

 
Schonfield says: ““At that time (i.e. fourth century),” writes the Bishop of Saragossa in 620 
A.D., “many things 
came to light which had not been recorded, such as the bandages and the shroud in which the 
body of our Lord was wrapped.” The saintly Queen Helena was herself led to the discovery of 
the wood of the true Cross by a Jew, Judas, who is said to have become a Christian. The Jewish 
Rabban Gamaliel. the teacher of St. Paul, is reported to have directed the finding of the relics of 
the martyr Stephan, by appearing in vision to Lucian of Caphargamala.”12 
 

• These relics had a large part to play in the “conversion” of many Jews in Spain… 
 
Severus, Bishop of Minorca, has heft his own 
highly colored account of the incident in a letter, from which we learn that frequent disputations 
took place between the bishop and Rabbi Theodore, head of the Jewish community 
of the little town of Magona. Eventually the bishop led his congregants to the synagogue on a 
fateful Sabbath on the plea that the Jews had stored up arms there. A disturbance resulted in 
which the Christians burnt down the sacred edifice and bore off the scrolls of the Law in 
triumph. Three days later, the Jews gathered together within the ruined walls and their rabbi 
exhorted them in an eloquent address in vindication of the Law to which the Christians listened 
with dismay. At last they raised a shout, “Theodore, believe in Christ!” which the unfortunate 
Jews misunderstood as ‘Theodore believes in Christ.” and fled in despair from the spot. The 
rabbi yielded to the pleas made to him, and was baptized, and was followed shortly afterwards by 
most of his congregants. The triumphant bishop was convinced of the efficacy of the bones of 

 
9 (Wace & Knight, 1900) 
10 Ibid 
11 Ibid 
12 (Schonfield, 1936) 
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Stephen as directly responsible of the victory, and he points with pride to the mild methods by 
which it was possible to win the Jews to Christ.13 
 

• Finally in Crete: 
 
According to: Socrates of Constantinople (Greek: Σωκράτης ὁ Σχολαστικός;[1] c. 380 – after 439), 
also known as Socrates Scholasticus, was a 5th-century Christian church historian, a 
contemporary of Sozomen and Theodoret. 
He is the author of a Historia Ecclesiastica ("Church History", Ἐκκλησιαστική Ἱστορία) which covers 
the history of late ancient Christianity during the years 305 to 439.14 

 
 

Chapter XXXVIII. 

Many of the Jews in Crete embrace the Christian Faith. 

About this period a great number of Jews who dwelt in Crete were convened to 
Christianity, through the following disastrous circumstance. A certain Jewish impostor 
pretended that he was Moses, and had been(122) sent from heaven to lead out the 
Jews inhabiting that island, and conduct them through the sea: for he said that he was 
the same person who formerly preserved the Israelites by leading them through the Red 
Sea. During a whole year therefore he perambulated the several cities of the island, and 
persuaded the Jews to believe such assurances. He moreover bid them renounce their 
money and other property, pledging himself to guide them through a dry sea into the 
land of promise. Deluded by such expectations, they neglected business of every kind, 
despising what they possessed, and permitting any one who chose to take it. When the 
day appointed by this deceiver for their departure had arrived, he himself took the lead, 
and all followed with their wives and children. He led them therefore until they reached a 
promontory that overhung the sea, from which he ordered them to fling themselves 
headlong into it. Those who came first to the precipice did so, and were immediately 
destroyed, some of them being dashed in pieces against the rocks, and some drowned 
in the waters: and more would have perished, had not the Providence of God led some 
fishermen and merchants who were Christians to be present. These persons drew out 
and saved some that were almost drowned, who then in their perilous situation became 
sensible of the madness of their conduct. The rest they hindered from casting 
themselves down, by telling them of the destruction of those who had taken the first 
leap. When at length the Jews perceived how fearfully they had been duped, they 
blamed first of all their own indiscreet credulity, and then sought to lay hold of the 
pseudo-Moses in order to put him to death. But they were unable to seize him, for he 
suddenly disappeared which induced a general belief that it was some malignant 
fiend,(123) who had assumed a human form for the destruction of their nation in that 

 
13 Ibid 
14 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socrates_of_Constantinople 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socrates_of_Constantinople#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Roman_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_historian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sozomen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodoret
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_late_ancient_Christianity
https://www.studylight.org/history/early-church-fathers/view.cgi?pn=5&sid=pos&aid=02-01&file=npnf2-02-12#P2250_971023
https://www.studylight.org/history/early-church-fathers/view.cgi?pn=5&sid=pos&aid=02-01&file=npnf2-02-12#P2251_972895
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socrates_of_Constantinople
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place. In consequence of this experience many of the Jews in Crete at that time 
abandoning Judaism attached themselves to the Christian faith. 15 

• Vow created for “forced” Jewish Conversions… 

“I renounce all customs, rites, legalisms, unleavened breads and sacrifice of lambs of the 
Hebrews, and all the other feasts of the Hebrews, sacrifices, prayers, aspersions, purifications, 
sanctifications, and propitiations, and fasts, and new moons, and Sabbaths, and superstitions, and 
hymns and chants and observances and synagogues, and the food and drink of the Hebrew; in 
one word, I renounce absolutely everything Jewish, every law, rite and custom, and above all I 
renounce Antichrist, whom all the Jews await in the figure and form of Christ; and I join myself 
to the true Christ and God. and I believe in the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, the Holy. 
Consubstantial and Indivisible Trinity, and the dispensation in the flesh and the descent to men 
of the Word of God, of the one person of the Holy Trinity, and I confess that he was truly made 
man, and I believe and proclaim that after the flesh in very truth, the Blessed Virgin Mary bore 
him, the Son of God; and I believe in, receive, venerate and embrace the adorable Cross of 
Christ, and the holy images: and thus, with my whole heart, and soul, and with a true faith I 
come to the Christian Faith. But if it be with deceit and hypocrisy, and not with a sincere and 
perfect faith and a genuine love of Christ, but with a pretence to be a Christian that I come, and if 
afterwards I shall wish to deny and return to Jewish superstition, or shall be found eating with 
Jews, or feasting with them, or secretly conversing and condemning the Christian religion 
instead of openly confuting them and condemning their vain faith, then let tine trembling of Cain 
and the leprosy of Gehazi cleave to me, as well as the legal punishments to which I acknowledge 
myself liable. And may I be anathema in the world to come, and may my soul be set down with 
Satan and the devils.” (Schonfield, 1936) 

• Clement wrote more compassionately: 

Chapter V.-Moses and Christ. 

"For so also it was given to the people of the Hebrews from the beginning, that they should love Moses, 
and believe his word; whence also it is written: `The people believed God, and Moses His servant.(7) 
What, therefore, was of peculiar gift from God toward the nation of the Hebrews, we see now to be given 
also to those who are called from among the Gentiles to the faith. But the method of works is put into the 
power and will of every one, and this is their own; but to have an affection towards a teacher of truth. this 
is a gift of the heavenly Father. But salvation is in this, that you do His will of whom you have conceived a 
love and affection through the gift of God; lest that saying of His be addressed to you which He spoke, 
`Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not what I say? '(8) It is therefore the peculiar gift bestowed by God 
upon the Hebrews, that they believe Moses; and the peculiar gift bestowed upon the Gentiles is that they 
love Jesus. For this also the Master intimated, when He said, `I will confess' to Thee, O Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because Thou hast concealed these things from the wise and prudent, and hast 
revealed them to babes.(9) By which it is certainly declared, that the people of the Hebrews, who were 
instructed out of the law, did not know Him; but the people of the Gentiles have acknowledged Jesus, and 
venerate Him; on which account also they shall be saved, not only acknowledging Him, but also doing His 
will. But he who is of the Gentiles, and who has it of God to believe Moses, ought also to have it of his 
own purpose to love Jesus also. And again, the Hebrew, who has it of God to believe Moses, ought to 
have it also of his own purpose to believe in Jesus; so that each of them, having in himself something of 

 
15 (Scholasticus, 2020) 
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the divine gift, and something of his own exertion, may be perfect by both. For concerning such an one 
our Lord spoke, as of a rich man, `Who brings forth from his treasures things new and old.16 

It is my desire today to come from the Hebrews to the Christian faith. I have not been brought by any force, 
necessity, fear, annoyance or poverty; nor because of a debt, or of an accusation lodged against me; nor for the sake 
of worldly honours, of advantages, of money or property which has been promised me by anyone; nor for the sake 
of its useful consequences, nor to obtain human patronage; nor because of any quarrel or dispute which 1 have had 
with people of my own religion; nor for secret purposes of revenge on the Christians, by a feigned admiration for 
their law, nor because 1 have been wronged by them; but 1 have been brought by a whole-hearted love of Christ and 
of faith in Him.  I renounce the whole worship of the Hebrews, circumcision, all its legalisms, unleavened bread, 
Passover, the sacrificing of lambs, the feasts of Weeks, jubilees, Trumpets, Atonement, Tabernacles, and all the 
other Hebrew feasts, their sacrifices, prayers, aspersions, purifications, expiations, fasts, Sabbaths, new moons, 
foods and drinks. And I absolutely renounce every custom and institution of the Jewish laws.17 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
16 (Rome) 
17 (Rome, PROFESSION OF FAITH OF UNCERTAIN EASTERN ORIGIN - ATTACHED TO THE CLEMENTINE 
RECOGNITIONS) 
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It has been said that what is hated long enough will in the end become hateful, and this 
aphorism is so far exemplified in the history of the Nazarenes that having been continually 
treated as heretics, they did eventually become heretical. Cut off from communion with their 
brethren by race on one side, and faith on the other, their resistance to Gnostic influences was 
steadily worn down, and their doctrines became more and more divergent from the tradition 
which had supported them for nearly five hundred years.18 
 

• Permanent split between Ebionite-Nazarenes 
 
Jewish believers all but became victims of the many cults that splintered away from 
Judaism…(i.e. Kabbalists, and Hasidism)… 
 
The Jewish Christian refugees from the overthrow of Jerusalem were thrown into close 
proximity with these offshoots of Judaism, and only the strength of their convictions prevented 
an early amalgamation with the Jewish sectaries with whom they had so much in common.19  
 

• At the same time Gentile Christianity was suffering from the likes of the Gnostics… 
 
Gnosticism (from Ancient Greek: γνωστικός gnōstikós, Koine Greek: [ɡˠno̞s.tiˈkos], "having 
knowledge") is a collection of ancient religious ideas and systems which originated in the first 
century AD among early Christian and Jewish sects.[1] These various groups, labeled "Gnostics" by 
their opponents, emphasised personal spiritual knowledge (gnosis) over orthodox teachings, 
traditions, and ecclesiastical authority. They considered the principal element of salvation to be 
direct knowledge of the supreme divinity, experienced as mystical or esoteric insight. Generally, 
Gnostic cosmogony presents a distinction between this supreme, hidden God and a blind, 
evil demiurge responsible for creating the material universe, thereby trapping the divine spark within 
matter.[2] Many Gnostic texts deal not in concepts of sin and repentance, but 
with illusion and enlightenment20 
 
Gentile Christianity also suffered from Egyptian gnostic seductions, which assumed a form 
agreeing readily with the new Christology, and it took all the thunder of eminent divines like 
Irenaeus, Hippolytus and Tertullian to vanquish the intruder. The first Epistle to Timothy closes 
with a warning against “profane and vain babblings, and the antitheses of the Gnosis, falsely so 
called: which some professing have erred concerning the faith.”121 The doctrine of the Pairs and 
Opposites (antitheses), the successive emanations from the Godhead, was a common feature of 
all the gnostic systems. According to the greatest of the gnostics, Valentinus, there were fifteen 
of these. In the Jewish form of gnosticism, these emanations are represented by the ten sephiroth, 
which telescope out of each other or branch out from the Tree of Life.21  (Kabbalah) 
 
In the so-called Gospel of the Egyptians, a gnostic Gospel, Egypt being the spiritual home of 
the mysteries, Jesus is made to say, “I have come to destroy the works of the woman” i.e., the 
works of this world. The same Gospel develops the idea of Christ transforming the present 

 
18 (Schonfield, 1936) 
19 Ibid 
20 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gnosticism 
21 (Schonfield, 1936) 
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cosmos, typified by a woman, Salome, into the male world-to-come by an androgynous process 
in which male and female are reunited in one body as at the beginning of the creation when God 
made man male and female.22 
 
In its more ascetic and unworldly forms, Gnosticism was distinguished by celibacy and 
vegetarianism.124 In the Catholic church through the teaching of Clement of Alexandria and the 
school of Origen, this gave rise to monasticism.23 
 
It was these ideas which peopled the deserts of Nitria and Scete with myriads of monks 
wrestling with their bodies, those prison-houses of the soul, struggling to die to the world of 
matter, that their ethereal souls might shake themselves free.24 
 
We know little about celibacy among the Jewish Christians, but vegetarianism in time 
became an essential of their faith, so that they were even driven to altering their Gospel to 
support their doctrine, omitting locusts from the dietary of the Baptist, and changing the saying 
of Jesus to his disciples before the last supper to, “Have I desired to eat this flesh of the Passover 
with you?”126 A stage in the development of this prejudice against animal food is found in the 
belief that the sacrificial system had been done away in Christ, to be replaced by thanksgiving 
(eucharist), and Scriptures such as Psalm 50:13-14, 69:31 were quoted as proof. It was said that 
by the grace of baptism Jesus had extinguished the fire on the priest’s altar, and he was made to 
say in the corrupted Hebrew Gospel, “I came to destroy the sacrifices, and if ye cease not from 
sacrificing, the wrath of God will not cease from you.” In allusion to which, the rabbis 
nicknamed Jesus Thodah (thanksgiving).25 
 
According to Epiphanius, they said: 
That Jesus was begotten of the seed of man, and was chosen; and so by the choice he 
was called son of God from the Christ that entered into him from above in the likeness 
of a dove. And they deny that he was begotten of God the Father, but say that he was 
created, as one of the archangels, yet greater, and that he is the lord of angels and of all 
things made by the Almighty.26 
 
 

• As the Gnostics emerged and the splitting of Nazarenes and Ebionites became permanent 
and the demonstrations and debates and separation between Jews and Christians in 
general… this all had a demoralizing affected on Jewish believers even surviving. 

 
Not much more is known towards the end of the third century, however Schonfield makes an 
interesting comment: “Persian and Arab invasion which swept over Syria and Palestine made 
even Gentile Christianity a hunted thing so that the records are well nigh silent. We do hear 
casually that a Persian commander on one occasion asked the Byzantine general, Belisarius, to 
postpone a battle as it would have taken place during the 

 
22 Ibid 
23 Ibid 
24 Ibid 
25 Ibid 
26 Ibid 
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Passover, when the Jews and Nazarenes would not willingly fight;129 so that early in the seventh 
century the Nazarenes were still fairly numerous.”27 
 

• Mohammedans in A.D. 653, also destroyed the Pamphilian Library at Cesarea which 
contained the original text of the Hebrew Gospel of Matthew… this also led to a 
deterioration of the history of the Jewish headship of the Church. 

• With the rise of Islam, we not only see mass conversions to Gentile Christianity 
happening in the 3rd century, but also even some converted to Islam… 

 
We have a statement of the En-Nadim about the Mughtasila, or “Washers,” who in the tenth 
century still reverenced a prophet called Al-Hasih, evidently the old Elkesai of the Ebionites and 
Hemerobaptists, and possibly the Nazarene-Mandaites of the Euphrates valley even today 
preserve vestiges of the ancient traditions.28 
 

• Even a cult split off of Islam was once discovered in the middle-east… 
 
Recently the writer has obtained evidence in Palestine 
which may identify with the Nazarenes another small group inhabiting the Transjordanian 
highlands in the little village of El-Husn. These Arabs, as they call themselves, keep Sabbath and 
circumcision, are vegetarians and non-smokers, reject image worship and govern their lives by 
the precepts of the Sermon on the Mount. They look for Christ to return and reign for a thousand 
years.29 
 
Dr. Parkes says of this period: “With the rise of Islam, the real work of Jewish Christianity in the 
East had finished. It had left in possession at least a faith in which the Unity of God was a 
fundamental principle and in which Jesus was recognized as a great and true prophet. The story 
is told of the Emperor Heraclius, that being warned in a dream that his power would be destroyed 
by “the circumcised” he ordered the compulsory baptism of all the Jews in his realm: he did not 
realize that “the circumcised” were really the Arabs. (PARKES, 1961) 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
27 (Schonfield, 1936) 
28 Ibid 
29 Ibid 
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Chapter X---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The second phase of Jewish Christianity; forced baptism and its results; Jews under the 
Visigothic kings; decree of King Sisebut; wholesale conversions; decrees of the Fourth Council 
of Toledo. 
 

• Large persecutions found on Jewish believers even by their own brethren… 
• Scant history – mostly history of individual Jewish believers who made conversions… 

 
One such is the story of the Anusim… 
 
Anusim (Hebrew: ֲאנּוִסים, pronounced [anuˈsim]; singular 
male, anús, Hebrew:  ָאנּוסpronounced [aˈnus]; singular female, anusáh,  ֲאנּוָסהpronounced [anuˈsa], 
meaning "coerced") is a legal category of Jews in halakha (Jewish law) who were forced to 
abandon Judaism against their will, typically while forcibly converted to another religion. The term 
"anusim" is most properly translated as the "coerced [ones]" or the "forced [ones]".29F

30 
 
ANUSIM (Heb. ֲאנּוִסים; "forced ones"), persons compelled by overwhelming pressure, whether 
by physical threats, psychological stress, or economic sanctions, to abjure Judaism and adopt a 
different faith (in contradistinction to meshummadim, or voluntary apostates – see *Apostasy ). 
Here attention will be directed only to instances of group compulsion. An edict or systematic 
attempt to force Jews to convert to another faith is termed in Hebrew gezerat shemad ("edict of 
apostasy"). In Jewish sources, the term anusim is applied not only to the forced converts 
themselves, but also to their descendants who clandestinely cherished their Jewish faith, 
attempting to observe at least vestiges of the *halakhah , and loyalty to their Jewish identity. 
Both the elements of compulsion and free will enter the psychological motivation of the forced 
convert. The concept denoted by the term anusim, therefore, is fluid, bordering on that applying 
to apostates and even to *Marranos ; it has been the subject of much discussion. ANUSIM (Heb. 
 forced ones"), persons compelled by overwhelming pressure, whether by physical" ;ֲאנּוִסים
threats, psychological stress, or economic sanctions, to abjure Judaism and adopt a different faith 
(in contradistinction to meshummadim, or voluntary apostates – see *Apostasy ). Here attention 
will be directed only to instances of group compulsion. An edict or systematic attempt to force 
Jews to convert to another faith is termed in Hebrew gezerat shemad ("edict of apostasy"). In 
Jewish sources, the term anusim is applied not only to the forced converts themselves, but also to 
their descendants who clandestinely cherished their Jewish faith, attempting to observe at least 
vestiges of the *halakhah , and loyalty to their Jewish identity. Both the elements of compulsion 
and free will enter the psychological motivation of the forced convert. The concept denoted by 
the term anusim, therefore, is fluid, bordering on that applying to apostates and even to 
*Marranos ; it has been the subject of much discussion.   
 
A large number of so-called converts were compulsory Christians, whom the Jews classed as 
Anusim, as distinguished from Meshumadim Apostates), who had been baptized in order to 
escape confiscation of their goods, if not the loss of their lives, or had adopted the Christian faith 
from motives of self interest. Such converts had their every action scrutinized by a vigilant and 
bigoted clergy ever on the look out to discover the least signs of relapse into Judaism; and 
immunity from espionage was often only purchased by a zeal for Jewish conversion and 

 
30 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anusim  
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persecution of those who resisted the Christian claims.31 
 

• Jewish Christians vs. Christianized Jews… & their evangelism attempts at this period… 
 
In the case of sincere Jewish Christians, who must always be distinguished from Christianized 
Jews, the real motive which animated them was the desire to open the eyes of their brethren to 
the saving truth that Jesus is the Messiah. The efforts of these converts, however, were too often 
frustrated by the clergy supporting them, who with great zeal but little understanding went 
beyond the gentler arts of persuasion and demonstration to use harsher methods to soften 
obdurate hearts. Many a mission, which might have proved successful if the Jewish converts had 
been left alone to present their case in their own way, was turned into a massacre by 
ecclesiastical interference or popular malice, to the great sorrow of those who were unwittingly 
responsible.32 
 

• Forced conversions had a horrible affect… 
 
Considering the persecutions which the Jews in Europe endured at Christian hands, and the 
corrupt state of the Christian religion, it is a great wonder that there were any sincere converts at 
all, instead of the love of Christ the Jew saw only undying hatred…. Jew was Christendom’s 
Public Enemy No. 1.33 
 

• Schonfield and others talk about how dark it was for Jewish believers as well as all Jews, 
and while the history is scant at this period regarding the actions and victories of the true 
Messianic Jewish endeavors to win their brothers to Messiah, genuinely… nevertheless 
there are glimmers of hope along the way… 

 
Occasionally one lights on a family or group that offers a more protracted picture, a 
beacon that burns a little longer than others before it is swallowed up in the surrounding 
darkness. Yet a beacon is a static thing, and our chain of believing Israelites is marching with the 
centuries, a procession of torchbearers.34 
 
A Jewish population had been building up in the great western peninsular of Spain. The country 
had suffered in the early fifth century the ruthless invasion of the barbarian hordes that swept 
across Europe, vandals, Alani and Suevi, but by A.D. 429 the two first had retired to Africa and 
the last had been entirely subdued by the Visigoth Theodoric in 456. Although nominally the 
reoccupation of Spain was for the Roman emperor, it was not long before the Visigoths had 
established a kingdom free from any allegiance to Rome. Jewish non-resistance to the invaders 
had preserved them from some of the worst severities of the struggle, and under the earlier 
Visigothic kings who favored the Arian interpretation of Christianity they multiplied and 
prospered.35 

 
31 (Schonfield, 1936) 
32 Ibid 
33 Ibid 
34 Ibid 
35 Ibid 
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The Visigoths (/ˈvɪzɪɡɒθs/; Latin: Visigothi, Wisigothi, Vesi, Visi, Wesi, Wisi) were an 
early Germanic[c] people who along with the Ostrogoths constituted the two major branches of 
the Goths.[2] These tribes flourished and spread throughout the late Roman Empire in Late Antiquity, 
or what is known as the Migration Period. The Visigoths emerged from earlier Gothic groups 
(possibly the Thervingi) who had invaded the Roman Empire beginning in 376 and had defeated the 
Romans at the Battle of Adrianople in 378.36 
 

• Things get worse for Jews under the Visigoths in Spain & Europe… 
 
adverse to the Jews were passed, A.D. 589. But these decrees were as nothing compared with 
what was to follow twenty-five years later. Inspired by the Byzantine Emperor, Heraclius, the 
compulsory conversion of all the Jews in the Visigothic kingdom was decreed by King Sisebut in 
A.D. 614. The proclamation, as preserved in the Spanish code Fuero Jusgo,… Wherefore, if any 
of those Jews as yet unbaptized, shall delay to be himself baptized, or neglect to send his 
children and slaves to the priest for baptism while it is offered, thus abiding without the grace of 
baptism, for the space of one year from the issue of this decree: every such transgressor, 
wherever found, shall be stripped, and shall suffer one hundred lashes, as likewise the due 
penalty of exile: his goods shall be forfeit to the king; and in order that his life may be the more 
painful, if unamended. such goods shall become the perpetual property of those on whom the 
king shall bestow them.37 
 

• There were some Christian leaders at the time who protested this decree… 
 
St. Isidore of Seville, felt that the king had exceeded his duties. 
“Sisebut,38” he wrote, “by urging the Jews into Christianity, had indeed ‘a zeal for God, but 
not according to knowledge.’ For he forcibly compelled those whom he should rather have 
persuaded by arguments of the faith.”39 
 

• Wholesale baptism of Jews commenced and many Jews fled Germany and the lands of 
the Goths in favor of the land of the Franks – (France), only to find the same decree given 
by King Dagobert. 

 
No less than 90,000 Jews are said to have submitted to Sisebut’s Christening. 
Nineteen years later, when the Gothic throne was seized by Sisenand with the help of the 
Franks, there was a short respite from compulsory conversion. At the fourth Council of Toledo it 
was decreed: 
 
Concerning Jews, this holy synod has resolved to compel no one hereafter to accept our 
faith. For God has mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will, he hardeneth: and 
such persons are not saved without consent, but willingly, that the attribute of justice may be 
kept secure. For as man by his own freewill, in yielding to the serpent, did perish; so when 

 
36 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visigoths  
37 (Schonfield, 1936) 
38 Sisebut (Latin: Sisebutus,[1] Spanish: Sisebuto; also Sisebuth, Sisebur, Sisebod or Sigebut) (c. 565 – February 621) 
was King of the Visigoths and ruler of Hispania and Septimania from 612 until his death. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sisebut  
39 Ibid 
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the grace of God doth call, each man is saved in believing, by the conversion of his own 
mind. Therefore, they are not to be urged by constraint, but persuaded through the free 
faculty of the will into conversion.40 
 
Many who were formerly exalted to the Christian faith, are now known not only in 
blasphemy against Christ to perpetrate Jewish rites, but have even dared to practise the 
abomination of circumcision…. Transgressors after this sort, being apprehended by authority 
of the prelates, shall be recalled to the true worship according to Christian doctrine: so that 
those whom their own will cannot amend, may be coerced by sacerdotal correction.134 

We decree that the sons and daughters of Jews are to be separated from their parents, lest 
they likewise be involved in their errors.135 
 

Let there be no further communion of Jews who have been transferred to the Christian 
faith, with such as adhere to their ancient rites; lest perchance, by mingling with them, they 
be subverted. Jews having Christian wives, are to be admonished by the bishop of their diocese, 
that if they desire to abide with them, they must become Christian; and if, being so admonished, 
they refuse to obey, they shall be separated.137 
 

Jews who were formerly Christian, but are now deniers of the faith in Christ. are not to be 
admitted in evidence at law, although they declare themselves Christians. 41 
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