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TOPICS COVERED IN LESSON TWO: 
 
Chapter II---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The famine in Judaea in the reign of Claudius; league of Nazarenes and Zealots to withstand official 
oppression; evidence from the Epistle of James, die Apocalypse, of Baruch,, Josephus and the Talmud; 
martyrdom of James the Just. 
Chapter III--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Paul’s further missionary journeys; antinomianism among the Gentile believers; Paul’s last visit to 
Jerusalem; his arrest and interrogation; martyrdom of Peter and Paul at Rome. 
Chapter IV--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Increase of anarchy in Judaea; escape of the Nazarenes and moderate Pharisees from Jerusalem; war 
with Rome and its aftermath; brief exposition of the Book of Revelation; the belief in the near return of 
Christ. 
Chapter V---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Exile of the Nazarenes at Pella; their Christology contrasted with that of the Gentile Christians; 
separation of the Jewish and Gentile churches; the rule of the Desposynoi; persecution of the. family of 
Jesus on account of their Davidic descent; interrogation of the grandsons of Jude by Domitian; 
martyrdom of Simon son of Cleophas under Trajan; last Jewish bishops of Jerusalem; second revolt of 
the Jews in the reign of Hadrian; Bar-Kochba persecutes the Nazarenes; end of the war and scattering of 
the Jewish believers; foundation Ælis Capatolina; Marcus first Gentile bishop of Ælis; attempted 
expulsion of the Nazarenes from the Synagogue. 

Helena of Adiabene (Hebrew: הלני מלכת חדייב) (d. ca. 50-56 CE) was a queen of Adiabene (modern-
day Erbil, Iraqi Kurdistan) and Edessa (modern-day Urfa, Turkey) and the wife of Monobaz I, her 
brother, and Abgarus V. With her husband, Monobaz I, she was the mother of Izates II and Monobaz 
II. Helena became a convert to Judaism about the year 30 CE.[1] The names of some of her family 
members and the fact that she was married to her brother[2] indicate 
an Iranian, Zoroastrian or Magian origin. According to Josephus, Helena was the daughter of King 
Izates, and according to both Josephus and Moses of Chorene, she was the chief wife of Abgar V 
king of Edessa.  

Helena of Adiabene was noted for her generosity; during a famine at Jerusalem in 45-46 CE she 
sent to Alexandria for corn (grain) and to Cyprus for dried figs for distribution among the sufferers 
from the famine1 

Josephus on Queen Helena’s benevolence in Jerusalem: “But as to Helena, the king's mother, when she 
saw that the affairs of Izates's kingdom were in peace, and that her son was a happy man, and admired 
among all men, and even among foreigners, by the means of God's providence over him, she had a mind 
to go to the city of Jerusalem, in order to worship at that temple of God which was so very famous among 
all men, and to offer her thank- offerings there. So she desired her son to give her leave to go thither; 
upon which he gave his consent to what she desired very willingly, and made great preparations for her 
dismission, and gave her a great deal of money, and she went down to the city Jerusalem, her son 
conducting her on her journey a great way. Now her coming was of very great advantage to the people of 
Jerusalem; for whereas a famine did oppress them at that time, and many people died for want of what 
was necessary to procure food withal, queen Helena sent some of her servants to Alexandria with money 
to buy a great quantity of corn, and others of them to Cyprus, to bring a cargo of dried figs. And as soon 
as they were come back, and had brought those provisions, which was done very quickly, she distributed 
food to those that were in want of it, and left a most excellent memorial behind her of this benefaction, 

 
1 (Helena of Adiabene, 2020) 
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which she bestowed on our whole nation. And when her son Izates was informed of this famine, he sent 
great sums of money to the principal men in Jerusalem. However, what favors this queen and king 
conferred upon our city Jerusalem shall be further related hereafter.2 

Schoenfield says, “In this desperate situation the tax-yielded wealth of the Sadducean chief priests 
and Herodians, 
like that of the high Church dignitaries and nobility before the French revolution, became an ever 
increasing source of bitterness to the suffering populace, calling forth the denunciations of all 
right. thinking men. Patriots, Zealots and Nazarenes, made common cause against the 
oppressors. There is some evidence to show that James the brother of Jesus was made unofficial 
leader of a united people’s party. The title given him. Oblias, which Eusebius renders, 
“Protection of the People” (perioche to lao), the tenor of his Epistle, the fact that his influence 
was so feared by the high priestly party that they illegally put him to death, and that this caused 
such a popular outcry that the responsible high priest was deposed and the revolt accelerated, all 
point to this conclusion. Eisler goes so far as to suggest that the tradition that James wore the 
diadem (petalon) of the High Priest and had the right of entry into the sanctuary may be 
construed to mean that the brother of Jesus was in fact elected by the people to this holy office in 
opposition to the official high priest Ananias.”3 

Showing how bad economically things were, and how corrupt the Judean leadership became who 
were persecuting the Messianic Jews – Josephus says… 

Now as soon as Albinus was come to the city of Jerusalem, he used all his endeavors and care 
that the country might be kept in peace, and this by destroying many of the Sicarii.4 But as for 
the high priest, Ananias he increased in glory every day, and this to a great degree, and had 
obtained the favor and esteem of the citizens in a signal manner; for he was a great hoarder up of 
money: he therefore cultivated the friendship of Albinus, and of the high priest [Jesus], by 
making them presents; he also had servants who were very wicked, who joined themselves to the 
boldest sort of the people, and went to the thrashing-floors, and took away the tithes that 
belonged to the priests by violence, and did not refrain from beating such as would not give these 
tithes to them. So the other high priests acted in the like manner, as did those his servants, 
without any one being able to prohibit them; so that [some of the] priests, that of old were wont 
to be supported with those tithes, died for want of food.5 

The Talmud has even preserved the people’s cries, with which they besieged the high priest’s 

palace: 

Down with the Boethusians! 

Down with their bludgeons! 

 
2 (Josephus) 
3 (Schonfield, 1936) 
4 The Sicarii (Modern Hebrew: סיקריים siqariyim) were a splinter group of the Jewish Zealots who, in the decades 
preceding Jerusalem's destruction in 70 CE, strongly opposed the Roman occupation of Judea and attempted to 
expel them and their sympathizers from the area. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sicarii 
5 (Josephus) 
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Down with the Hananites! 

Down with their viper hissings! 

Down with the Cantherites! 

Down with the libels! 

Down with the family of Ishmael ben Phabi! 

Down with their blows with the fist! 

They themselves are high priests, 

Their Sons are treasurers, 

Their sons-in-law are captains of the temple, 

And their servants strike the people with staves.6 

 

The writings of the author of the Apocalypse of Baruch and James’ epistle, 
which certainly reflect this period, can have done little to calm the passions that were aroused, in 
spite of the latter’s plea for patience. And there are curious points of resemblance which further 
argue some association between the Zealots and the Nazarenes 

Baruch 
For that time will arise which brings affliction; for it will come and pass by with 
quick vehemence, and it will be turbulent coming in the heat of indignation. And it 
will come to pass in those days that all the inhabitants of the earth will be moved 
one against another, because they know not that my judgment has drawn nigh. For 
there will not be found many wise at that time, and the intelligent will be but few: 
moreover, even those who know will most of all be silent. And there will be many 
rumors and tidings not a few, and the words of portents will be shown, and 
promises not a few will be recounted, and some of them will prove idle, and some 
of them will be confirmed .... And whilst they are meditating these things, then zeal 
will arise in those of whom they thought not, and passion will seize him who is 
peaceful, and many will be roused in anger to injure many, and they will rouse up 
armies in order to shed blood, and in the end they will perish together with them. 
And it will come to pass at the self-same time, that a change of times will 
manifestly appear to every man, by reason of which in all those times they were 
polluted and practised oppression, and walked every man in his own words, and 
remembered not the law of the Mighty One. Therefore, a fire will consume their 
thoughts, and in flame will the meditations of their veins be tried; for the Judge will 
come and will not tarry.7 

 
6 Talmud Pesach 57a 
7 48:1-47. PRAYER OF BARUCH 2 Baruch THE BOOK OF THE APOCALYPSE OF BARUCH The SON OF NERIAH 
http://www.pseudepigrapha.com/pseudepigrapha/2Baruch.html 
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NOTE: Pseudepigrapha (also anglicized as "pseudepigraph" or "pseudepigraphs") are falsely 
attributed works, texts whose claimed author is not the true author, or a work whose real author 
attributed it to a figure of the past. In biblical studies, the term pseudepigrapha typically refers to 
an assorted collection of Jewish religious works thought to be written c. 300 BCE to 300 
CE.[citation needed] They are distinguished by Protestants from the Deuterocanonical books 
(Catholic and Orthodox) or Apocrypha (Protestant), the books that appear in extant copies of the 
Septuagint from the fourth century on, and the Vulgate but not in the Hebrew Bible or in 
Protestant Bibles.8 

James 5: 5 Come now, you rich, weep and wail over the miseries that are coming upon you. 2 
Your riches have rotted and your clothes have become moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and your silver 
have rusted and their rust will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have 
stored up treasure in the last days. 4 Behold, the wages of the workers who mowed your fields—
which you kept back by fraud—are crying out against you. And the cries of the harvesters have 
reached the ears of the Lord of Hosts.  5 You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. 
You have fattened your hearts for a day of slaughter.  6 You have condemned, you have 
murdered the righteous person—he does not resist you. 

These utterances read almost like a commentary on the words of Josephus: 
Now the affairs of the Jews grew worse and worse continually. For the country was 
again full of bands of robbers, and of impostors who deluded the multitude …. 
(The former) slew both their own enemies and those whom other men wanted them 
to kill for money, not only in other parts of the city, but some even in the temple 
itself, for they had the boldness to murder men there, without thinking of the 
impiety of which they were guilty. And this seems to me the reason why God, out 
of hatred of these men’s wickedness, rejected our city, and no longer judged the 
temple sufficiently pure for him to dwell therein, but brought the Romans upon us, 
and threw a fire upon the city to purge it. And impostors and deceivers urged the 
people to follow them into the wilderness, and pretended that they would exhibit 
manifest wonders and signs that should be performed by the providence of God 

 

A more elaborate account of the death of James is given by the second-century Jewish 
Christian historian Hegesippus: 
As there were many therefore of the rulers that believed, there arose a tumult among the 
Jews, Scribes and Pharisees, saying that there was danger, that the people would now expect 
Jesus as the Messiah. They came together therefore, and said to James, We entreat thee, 
restrain the people, who are led astray after Jesus, as if he were the Messiah. We entreat thee 
to persuade all that are coming to the feast of the Passover rightly concerning Jesus; for we 
all have confidence in thee. For we and all the people bear thee witness that thou art just, and 
thou respectest not persons. Persuade, therefore, the people not to be led astray by Jesus, for 
we and all the people have great confidence in thee. Stand therefore upon a pinnacle of the 
temple, that thou mayest be conspicuous on high, and thy words may be easily heard by all 
the people; for all the tribes have come together on account of the Passover with some of the 

 
8 (Pseudepigrapha, 2020) 
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Gentiles also. 

These Scribes and Pharisees therefore placed James on a pinnacle of the temple, 
and cried out to him. O thou just one, whom we ought all to believe, since the 
people are led astray after Jesus that was crucified, declare to us what is the door of 
salvation. And he answered with a loud voice, Why ask ye me concerning Jesus the 
Son of Man? He is now sitting in the heavens on the right hand of Great Power, and 
is about to come again on the clouds of heaven. And as many were confirmed, and 
gloried in this testimony of James, and cried, Hosanna to the son of David, these 
same priests and Pharisees said to one another, We have erred in affording such 
testimony to Jesus, but let us go up and cast him down, that they may dread to 
believe in him. And they cried out. Oh! Oh! the Just himself is deceived, and they 
fulfilled that which is written in Isaiah, Let us take away the just, because he is 
offensive to us; wherefore, they shall eat the fruit of their doings. Going up, 
therefore, they cast down the Just one, saying to one another, let us stone James the 
Just. 
And they began to stone him, as he did not die immediately when cast down; but turning 
round he knelt down saying, I beseech thee, 0 Lord God and Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do. Thus they were stoning him, when one of the priests of the sons of 
Rechab, a descendant of the Rechabites spoken of by Jeremiah the prophet, cried out, saying, 
Cease! What are you doing? The Just is praying for you. But one of them, a fuller, beat out 
the brains of the Just with the club that he used to beat out clothes. Thus he suffered 
martyrdom, and they buried him on the spot, where his tombstone still remains, close by the 
Temple. He became a faithful witness, both to the Jews and Greeks, that Jesus is the 
Messiah9 

 

Chapter III--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Paul’s further missionary journeys 

After the Council of Jerusalem, Paul had set out with Silas on a second missionary journey, 
creating new Christian centers in Phrygia, Galatia, Macedonia and Achaia, under the terms of 
agreement reached at the Council. But after the lapse of some years strange tales began to filter 
through to Jerusalem. Paul, carried away by the success of his preaching to the Gentiles, had 
begun to magnify his office. He had declared that “the just shall live by faith,” and that “by the 
deeds of the Law shall no flesh be justified.27 He bade his converts not to be “entangled again 
with the yoke of bondage.” He was reported to have said, “Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye 
be circumcised, the Messiah shall profit you nothing.”  

All this seemed bad enough, but soon other messages began to arrive telling of the unbridled 
licentiousness which had broken out among the Gentile Christians. 

On receipt of the sad news of the conditions prevailing in the Gentile communities, a circular 
letter was issued by the leaders of Jewish Christianity in the name of Peter, as one well-known to 
the Asiatic Christians. This letter it is unnecessary to quote at length, but the Gentile Christians 
are strongly warned against “those who have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, 

 
9 (Hegesippus) 
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following the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who “allure through the lust of the flesh, through 
much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error,” who “while they 
promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption.” 

Henceforth, by the bulk of Jewish Christians, Paul was anathematized as a apostate from the 
Law,  and his way and theirs lay ever apart. 

In his last recorded 
speech he could say with sincerity, “I have committed nothing against the people or customs of 
our fathers.”  It is unnecessary to labor this point, but on at least two occasions Paul left his 
mission field to hasten to Jerusalem for an impending festival. This time, as the apostles had 
foreseen, while at worship in the temple, he was recognized by certain Jews of Asia, who at once 
made a clamor. Such a disturbance in those violent days was sufficient to rouse the whole city. 
And as they went about to kill Paul tidings came to the commander of the Roman garrison, ever 
on the alert, that all Jerusalem was in an uproar, who immediately took soldiers and centurions 
and succeeded in securing Paul and carrying him into the Castle of Antonia, overlooking the 
temple area, under the impression that he was an 
 
Egyptian false prophet who had lately been making mischief. 
Josephus records of this man: 
He was a cheat and impostor, and yet got credited as a prophet, and came to Judaea, and 
got together thirty thousand deluded men, whom he led round from the wilderness to the 
mount, which was called the Mount of Olives, and intended to break into Jerusalem by force 
from that place; and if he could but once conquer the Roman garrison and the people, he 
intended to domineer over them by the assistance of those bodyguards of his that were to 
break into the city with him. But Felix prevented his attempt, and met him with his Roman 
soldiers, and all the people assisted Felix against him, so that, when it came to a battle, the 
Egyptian ran away with a few others, but most of those that were with him were either killed 
or taken alive; and the rest of the multitude dispersed every one to their own homes, and 
there concealed themselves 

About the same time that Paul arrived in Rome, it would appear that Peter in the course of his 
pastoral visitations had come there also. Tradition, at any rate, brings these two great Jewish 
Christians together before the curtain falls on their eventful lives. Each had contributed his 
share towards setting up the kingdom of God among men, and though often opposed to one 
another in policy, both were united in an undying devotion to the one whom they believed to 
by God’s Messiah. The Acts of Peter and Paul touchingly records their last meeting: “And 
seeing each other they wept for joy: and long embracing each other, they bedewed each other 
with their tears.” In the same document the Roman Christians declare: “We have believed and 
do believe, that as God does not separate the two great lights which He has made, so He is not 
to part you from each other, neither Peter from Paul, nor Paul from Peter.” 
The two apostles are believed to have suffered martyrdom about the same time, Peter by 
crucifixion head downwards, and Paul by beheading. (Schonfield, 1936) 

 

Chapter IV--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Increase of anarchy in Judaea;  
Under the next two procurators of Judaea, Albinus and Gessius Florus, the cup of Israel’s 
misfortunes overflowed. These officials made common cause with the brigands who were 
overrunning t10he country, receiving a share of the spoils in return for official protection, 
 
Josephus says:  
there were no bounds set to the nation’s miseries; but the unhappy Jews, 
being unable to bear the devastations which the robbers made among them, were all 
forced to leave their own habitations and flee away, as if they could dwell better 
anywhere else in the world among foreigners. And why need I say any more — 
continues Josephus — for it was Florus who forced us to take up armies against the 
Romans, as we thought it better to be destroyed at once than little by little. (Josephus) 
 
 
Escape of the Nazarenes and moderate Pharisees from Jerusalem; war 
with Rome and its aftermath; brief exposition of the Book of Revelation; the belief in the near 
return of Christ. 
 

Among those who now began to leave the Holy City until the indignation could be overpast 
were the majority of the Nazarenes and the moderate members of the Pharisaic party. The 
former, under the leadership of Ion(?) the son of Cleophas, a cousin of Jesus who had succeeded 
James, sought refuge in the neighborhood of Pella in the Decapolis; the latter, (?)er Jochanan the 
son of Zakkai, retired to Yavneh on the sea coast. What impelled both parties to take this course 
was a belief that the prophecies concerning the Last Days were being fulfilled before their eyes. 
(Schonfield, 1936) 

The fourth-century church fathers Eusebius and Epiphanius of Salamis cite a tradition that before 
the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 the Jerusalem Christians had been miraculously warned to 
flee to Pella (Tabaquat Fahil) in the region of the Decapolis across the Jordan River. The flight to 
Pella probably did not include the Ebionites11 

The people of the Church in Jerusalem were commanded by an oracle given by revelation before 
the war to those in the city who were worthy of it to depart and dwell in one of the cities 
of Perea which they called Pella. To it those who believed on Christ traveled from Jerusalem, so that 
when holy men had altogether deserted the royal capital of the Jews and the whole land 
of Judaea…" 

— Eusebius, Church History 3, 5, 3 

This heresy of the Nazoraeans exists in Beroea in the neighbourhood of Coele Syria and the 
Decapolis in the region of Pella and in Basanitis in the so-called Kokaba (Chochabe in Hebrew). 
From there it took its beginning after the exodus from Jerusalem when all the disciples went to live in 
Pella because Christ had told them to leave Jerusalem and to go away since it would undergo a 
siege. Because of this advice they lived in Perea after having moved to that place, as I said." 

— Epiphanius, Panarion 29,7,7-8 

 
10 (Schonfield, 1936) 
11 (Flight to Pella, 2020) 
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For after all those who believed in Christ had generally come to live in Perea, in a city called Pella of 
the Decapolis of which it is written in the Gospel that it is situated in the neighbourhood of the region 
of Batanaea and Basanitis, Ebion's preaching originated here after they had moved to this place and 
had lived there." 

— Epiphanius, Panarion 30, 2, 7 

So Aquila, while he was in Jerusalem, also saw the disciples of the disciples of the apostles 
flourishing in the faith and working great signs, healings, and other miracles. For they were such as 
had come back from the city of Pella to Jerusalem and were living there and teaching. For when the 
city was about to be taken and destroyed by the Romans, it was revealed in advance to all the 
disciples by an angel of God that they should remove from the city, as it was going to be completely 
destroyed. They sojourned as emigrants in Pella, the city above mentioned in Transjordania. And 
this city is said to be of the Decapolis." 

— Epiphanius, On Weights and Measures 15 

 

Ebionites (Greek: Ἐβιωναῖοι, Ebionaioi, derived from Hebrew  אביוניםebyonim, ebionim, meaning 
"the poor" or "poor ones") is a patristic term referring to a Jewish Christian movement that existed 
during the early centuries of the Christian Era.[1] They regarded Jesus of Nazareth as 
the Messiah while rejecting his divinity and his virgin birth[2] and insisted on the necessity of 
following Jewish law and rites.[3] They used only one of the Jewish–Christian gospels, the Hebrew 
Book of Matthew starting at chapter three; revered James, the brother of Jesus (James the Just); 
and rejected Paul the Apostle as an apostate from the Law.[4] Their name suggests that they placed 
a special value on voluntary poverty. Ebionim was one of the terms used by the sect at Qumran who 
sought to separate themselves from the corruption of the Temple. Many believe that the Qumran 
sectarians were Essenes. 

Since historical records by the Ebionites are scarce, fragmentary and disputed, much of what is 
known or conjectured about the Ebionites derives from the Church Fathers who 
wrote polemics against the Ebionites, who they deemed heretical Judaizers.[6][7] Consequently, very 
little about the Ebionite sect or sects is known with certainty, and most, if not all, statements about 
them are conjectural. 
At least one scholar distinguishes the Ebionites from other Jewish Christian groups, such as 
the Nazarenes.[8] Other scholars, like the Church Fathers themselves from the first centuries after 
Jesus, consider the Ebionites identical with the Nazarenes 
The hellenized Hebrew term "Ebionite" (Ebionai) was first applied by Irenaeus in the second 
century without making mention of Nazarenes (c.180 CE).[16][17] Origen wrote "for Ebion signifies 'poor' 
among the Jews, and those Jews who have received Jesus as Christ are called by the name of 
Ebionites."[18][19] Tertullian was the first to write against a heresiarch called Ebion; scholars believe he 
derived this name from a literal reading of Ebionaioi as "followers of Ebion", a derivation now 
considered mistaken for lack of any more substantial references to such a figure.[11][13] The term "the 
poor" (Greek ptōkhoí) was still used in its original, more general sense.[11][13] Modern Hebrew still uses 
the Biblical Hebrew term "the needy" both in histories of Christianity for "Ebionites" (אביונים) and for 
almsgiving to the needy at Purim. 

The earliest reference to a group that might fit the description of the later Ebionites appears in Justin 
Martyr's Dialogue with Trypho (c. 140). Justin distinguishes between Jewish Christians who observe 
the Law of Moses but do not require its observance upon others and those who believe the Mosaic 
Law to be obligatory on all.[21] Irenaeus (c. 180) was probably the first to use the term "Ebionites" to 
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describe a heretical judaizing sect, which he regarded as stubbornly clinging to the Law.[22] Origen (c. 
212) remarks that the name derives from the Hebrew word "evyon," meaning "poor."[23] Epiphanius of 
Salamis (c. 310–320 – 403) gives the most complete account in his heresiology called Panarion, 
denouncing eighty heretical sects, among them the Ebionites.[24][25] Epiphanius mostly gives general 
descriptions of their religious beliefs and includes quotations from their gospels, which have not 
survived. According to the Encyclopædia Britannica, the Ebionite movement "may have arisen about 
the time of the destruction of the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem (AD 70)."[26] The tentative dating of the 
origins of this sect depends on Epiphanius writing three centuries later and relying on information for 
the Ebionites from the Book of Elchasai, which may not have had anything to do with the 
Ebionites.[27] 
Paul talks of his collection for the "poor among the saints" in the Jerusalem church, but this is 
generally taken as meaning the poorer members of the church rather than a schismatic group.[28] 
The actual number of groups described as Ebionites is difficult to ascertain, as the 
contradictory patristic accounts in their attempt to distinguish various sects sometimes confuse them 
with each other.[13] Other groups mentioned are the Carpocratians, the Cerinthians, the Elcesaites, 
the fourth century Nazarenes and the Sampsaeans, most of whom were Jewish Christian sects who 
held gnostic or other views rejected by the Ebionites. Epiphanius, however, mentions that a group of 
Ebionites came to embrace some of these views despite keeping their name.[29] 

As the Ebionites are first mentioned as such in the second century, their earlier history and any 
relation to the first Jerusalem church remains obscure and a matter of contention. There is no 
evidence linking the origin of the later sect of the Ebionites with the First Jewish-Roman War of 66–
70 CE or with the Jerusalem church led by James. Eusebius relates a tradition, probably based 
on Aristo of Pella, that the early Christians left Jerusalem just prior to the war and fled 
to Pella beyond the Jordan River, but does not connect this with Ebionites.[11][13] They were led 
by Simeon of Jerusalem (d. 107) and during the Second Jewish-Roman War of 115–117, they were 
persecuted by the Jewish followers of Bar Kochba for refusing to recognize his messianic claims.[29] 

According to Harnack, the influence of Elchasaites places some Ebionites in the context of 
the gnostic movements widespread in Syria and the lands to the east.[13][30] 
After the end of the First Jewish–Roman War, the importance of the Jerusalem church began to 
fade. Jewish Christianity became dispersed throughout the Jewish diaspora in the Levant, where it 
was slowly eclipsed by gentile Christianity, which then spread throughout the Roman Empire without 
competition from "judaizing" Christian groups.[31] Once the Jerusalem church was eliminated during 
the Bar Kokhba revolt in 135, the Ebionites gradually lost influence and followers. According 
to Hyam Maccoby (1987), their decline was due to marginalization and "persecution" by both Jews 
and Christians.[4] Following the defeat of the rebellion and the expulsion of all Jews from Judea, 
Jerusalem became the Gentile city of Aelia Capitolina. Many of the Jewish Christians residing at 
Pella renounced their Jewish practices at this time and joined to the mainstream Christian church. 
Those who remained at Pella and continued in obedience to the Law were deemed heretics.[32] In 
375, Epiphanius records the settlement of Ebionites on Cyprus, but by the fifth century, Theodoret of 
Cyrrhus reported that they were no longer present in the region. 
Some scholars argue that the Ebionites survived much longer and identify them with a sect 
encountered by the historian Abd al-Jabbar ibn Ahmad around the year 1000.[33] 

There is another possible reference to Ebionite communities existing around the 11th century in 
northwestern Arabia in Sefer Ha'masaot, the "Book of the Travels" of Rabbi Benjamin of Tudela, a 
rabbi from Spain. These communities were located in two cities, Tayma and 
"Tilmas",[34] possibly Sa`dah in Yemen. 
The 12th century Muslim historian Muhammad al-Shahrastani mentions Jews living in 
nearby Medina and Hejaz who accepted Jesus as a prophetic figure and followed traditional 
Judaism, rejecting mainstream Christian views.[35] Some scholars argue that they contributed to the 
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development of the Islamic view of Jesus due to exchanges of Ebionite remnants with the first 
Muslims. 
Most patristic sources[citation needed] portray the Ebionites as traditional Jews who zealously followed 
the Law of Moses, revered Jerusalem as the holiest city[22] and restricted table fellowship only to 
Gentiles who converted to Judaism.12  

Soon, all too soon, the worst fears of the moderate citizens were justified. War with Rome was 
declared, and, after a temporary setback Roman arms, the forces of Vespasian like another 
Noahic flood, Swept over the country. Galilee fell, then northern Judaea, until on a day the 
32 
watcher on the walls of Zion could catch the glint of sunlight on the Roman eagles in the 
surrounding valley. 
The scope of this history excludes a description of those awful years. Jewish agony which 
culminated in the destruction of the Temple. Jewish reminiscences of the war reveal by their 
confused chronology, their vi(?) and exaggerated accounts of slaughter and slavery, how terrible 
was their impression of the ghastly tragedy left on the national consciousness. “For seven 
years,” 
it is said, “the nations of the world cultivated their vineyards with no other manure than the 
blood 
of Israel.  (Gittin 57a) 

 

In light of these events the warnings of Jesus took on a contemporary coloring. According to 
one evangelist his prophecy had run: 

Luke 21:20-24 Tree of Life Version (TLV) 

20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is 
near. 21 Then those in Judea must flee to the mountains, and those inside the city must get out, 
and those in the countryside must not enter her. 22 For these are the days of punishment, to fulfill 
all that has been written. 

23 “Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! For there 
will be great distress in the land and wrath on this people. 24 They will fall by the edge of the 
sword and be led away captive into all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled by the Gentiles 
until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

 

This, however, is not the only Jewish Christian reference to war. The Book of Revelation, the 
interpretation of which is so disputed owing to the general ignorance of Jewish Christianity, 
message from one of the Nazarene leaders, deported like many others after the war, to the 
Christian communities in Asia Minor, explaining them, necessarily in cryptic language because 
of the Roman athorities the state of affairs in Judaea, and bidding them hold fast to their faith 
these calamities were signs of the Lord’s speedy return. “These sayings are faithful and true,” he 
writes, “and the Lord God of the holy prophets hath sent his messenger to show unto his servants 

 
12 (Wikipedia, 2019) 
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the things which shortly be done.” How the scroll was smuggled out of Patmos and reached its 
destination tradition does not record; but its contents are illuminating that no writer of Jewish 
Christian history can afford to neglect them.13 

Revelation 22:6 Tree of Life Version (TLV) 6 He said to me, “These words are trustworthy and 
true! Adonai, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent His angel to show His servants what 
must happen soon. 

 

The first part of the Revelation follows the same lines as the preceding chapters of this work. 
All that has transpired since the Ascension is incomprehensible apart from the Messiah, who 
alone can open the book of God’s purposes (ch. 5). The most significant events that preceded the 
war with Rome are briefly passed in review. The seer refers to the early conquests of the Faith, 
and then to the general unrest that prevailed in Palestine. He speaks of the famine in the reign of 
Claudius Caesar, and the misery and anarchy that followed in its wake: when Death stalked 
abroad, and men perished by the sword and hunger, and by the ravages of the brigands (the wild 
beast of the earth), who had come out of their mountain dens. Next comes an allusion to the 
persecution which the Jewish Christians suffered at the hands of the Jewish and Roman 
authorities, and their cry to God for justice in language reminiscent of the Epistle of James, 
ending with the forceful description of the reign of terror under the prouratorship of Gessius 
Florus (ch. 6). The judgments are now about to fall on Jerusalem, but not before the servants of 
God are sealed (ch. 7). A brief and dramatic pause follows, and then the trumpets of judgment 
sound, and the land reels under a deluge of hail and fire and blood (ch. 8). There is the clank of 
cavalry, the tramp of armies, all the denizens of the pit are let loose; mailed Romans, long-haired 
mercenaries, locusts and scorpions invade the unhappy country (ch. 9). The scenes in the 
detracted city are dealt with in chapter 11; the last witnesses are slain and their unburied bodies 
are cast out; earthquakes (assaults) shatter the walls; Jerusalem is to be trodden down of the 
Gentiles for the prophetic period of a time, times, and a half. 
As to the present, the seer writes that the Palestinean Jewish Christians are safe in the desert, 
having escaped the general destruction (ch. 12). Moreover, he says, Rome’s triumph is to be 
short-lived. After the conquest of Palestine “all the world wondered at the Beast” “Who is like 
unto the Beast (Rome)?” was the universal cry. “Who is able to make war with him?” (13:3-4) 
Then comes the prophecy, “If any man have an ear, let him hear. He that leadeth into captivity 
shall go into captivity; 
34 
he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and faith of the 
saints” (13:9-10). 

“And I saw another angel fly in the 
midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to proclaim unto them that dwell on the earth, and 
to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and 
give glory to him that made heaven and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters” (14:6-7). 
The imagery of the succeeding chapters runs almost parallel to the judgments on Jerusalem, only 
with added horrors, illustrating the saying of Peter, “For the time of judgment is come that 
judgment must begin at the house of God; and if it first begin at us, what shall be the end of them 

 
13 (Schonfield, 1936) 
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that obey not the gospel of God?”44 As in Judaea, so in the Diaspora, God has faithful servants 
“that had gotten the victory over the Beast, and over his image, and over his mark” (15:2). They 
stand on the shore of the Red Sea of Fire in which the armies of the neo-Egyptians (Romans) are 
perishing, and sing the song of Moses and the Lamb (15:2-4). Chapter 16 describes the 
judgments that are to overtake Rome. Pestilence strikes the adherents of the Beast; the waters are 
dyed crimson with the blood of the slain; thousands perish by fire and famine; the eastern powers 
rise in revolt; false counsellors urge on Rome and her allies to their doom at Armageddon, where 
East and West meet in a mutually destructive conflict. The chapter closes with an image of a 
“great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent,” a good instance of a seer’s 
crypticism of which the meaning has been preserved. It happens that Josephus, describing the 
siege of Jotapata by Vespasian, states, “Then simultaneously the catapults hurled lances with a 
great noise, and stones of the weight of a talent were thrown by the engines for hurling stones.” 

Such was also the faith of the non-Christian Jewish exiles, based on the study of the prophetic 
writings. After the fatal words “Lebanon shall fall by a mighty one” did there not follow 
immediately “And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse”?47 proving that the 
Messiah would come shortly after the destruction of the temple. 
Nazarenes and Pharisee had yet to learn that “the Lord is not slack concerning his promises, as 
some men count slackness; but is long-suffering to usward, not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance. (2 Peter) 14 

 

The fall of Rome herself is foretold under the figure of Babylon (chs. 17-18). At her 
overthrow, the hallelujahs of the saints are heard; the Messiah rides forth at the head of the 
angelic hosts to complete the discomfiture of the enemy; the Millennium is ushered in (chs. 19- 
20). 
The seer, however, has not finished his message. There is to be a final outbreak of rebellion by 
the forces of evil, instantly quelled, after which follows the Last Judgment and the creation of a 
new heaven and a new earth; the new Jerusalem “whose builder and maker is God” becomes a 
35 
lasting habitation for the righteous (chs. 20-22).15 

 

Chapter V----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------36-----------28 
Exile of the Nazarenes at Pella; their Christology contrasted with that of the Gentile Christians; 
separation of the Jewish and Gentile churches; the rule of the Desposynoi; persecution of the. family of 
Jesus on account of their Davidic descent; interrogation of the grandsons of Jude by Domitian; 
martyrdom of Simon son of Cleophas under Trajan; last Jewish bishops of Jerusalem; second revolt of 
the Jews in the reign of Hadrian; Bar-Kochba persecutes the Nazarenes; end of the war and scattering of 
the Jewish believers; foundation Ælis Capatolina; Marcus first Gentile bishop of Ælis; attempted 
expulsion of the Nazarenes from the Synagogue. 

 

 
14 (Schonfield, 1936) 
15 Ibid 
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Exile of the Nazarenes at Pella; their Christology contrasted with that of the Gentile Christians 

to quote Baring Gould — the Church of James 
and Simeon, clinging tightly to its old traditions, crouched in exile at Pella, 
confounded by the Romans in common banishment with the Jew. The guards thrust 
back Nazarene and Jew alike with their spears, when they ventured to approach the 
ruins of their prostrate city, the capital of their nation and of their faith 

The political crisis in Jewish affairs engendered among the Churches of the Empire a coldness 
and aloofness towards the Jewish Christians, which, after the second Jewish revolt in the reign of 
Hadrian, led to almost complete separation. The Roman Christians could not be expected to 
sympathize with the national aspirations of the Nazarenes. For them, the destruction of Jerusalem 
and the cessation of the temple services meant the end of the Law. It came to them as a happy 
release from the incubus of Judaism and left them free to develop a Christian philosophy of their 
own better suited to the Gentile temperament 

Irenæus observes of these Jewish Christians: “They practise circumcision, persevere in the 
observance of those Customs which are enjoined by the Law, and are so Judaic in their mode of 
life that they even adore Jerusalem as if it were the house of God.” 

Their Christology was a 
simple one. They believed that Jesus was the natural son of Joseph and Mary, elected to the high 
office of Messiah by virtue of his holy life and Davidic descent; that he had been so designated at 
his baptism by the entering in of the Holy Spirit, and the Voice which proclaimed, “Thou are my 
son, this day have I begotten thee.” They also believed that after proclaiming the kingdom of 
God, he laid down his life for the salvation of Israel, was buried, rose again from the dead, 
ascended into Heaven, and would shortly come again to set up his kingdom, and reign over the 
house of Jacob forever.16 

(SEE THE JEWISHNESS OF LUKE 1) 

The Gentile Christians, on the other hand, were ignorant of the meaning of the term “son of 
God” in its Messianic sense, but were familiar with its use in their mythologies to signify one 
begotten of a god in a supernatural sense. Thus Justin Martyr writes in his First Apology to the 
Greeks: 
And when we say also that the Logos, who is the firstborn of God, was produced without 
sexual union, and that he, Jesus 
37 
Christ, our Teacher, was crucified and died, and rose again, arid ascended in to Heaven, we 
propound nothing different from what you believe regarding those whom you esteem sons of 
Jupiter …. Moreover, the Son of God, called Jesus, even if only a man by ordinary 
generation, yet, on account of his wisdom, is worthy to be called the son of God; for all 
writers call God the Father of men and gods. And if we assert that the Word of God was born 
of God in a peculiar manner, different hum ordinary thing to you, who say that Mercury is 
the angelic Word of God. But if anyone object that he was crucified, in this also he is 
comparable to those reputed sons of Jupiter of yours, who suffered as we have now 
enumerated.…And if we even affirm that he was born of a virgin, accept this in common 

 
16 Ibid 
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with what you accept of Perseus. And in that we say that he made whole the lame, the 
paralytic, and those born blind, we seem to say what is very similar to the deeds said to have 
been done by Aesculapius 

 

Thus by the pressure of political circumstances and racial antipathies Jewish and 
Gentile Christianity drew apart, each following the path of its inherited tendencies, 
and developing its beliefs along the lines of its own racial genius. Paul’s great ideal 
of Jew and Gentile both one in Christ could not then be realized, because neither 
would acknowledge the right of the other to regard God’s revelation from the 
standpoint of his own psychology. 17 
 

Emergence as separate religious communities 
As Christianity grew throughout the gentile world, the developing Christian tradition diverged from its 
Jewish and Jerusalem roots. Historians continue to debate the precise moment when early 
Christianity established itself as a new religion, apart and distinct from Judaism. It is difficult to trace 
the process by which the two separated or to know exactly when this began. Jewish Christians 
continued to worship in synagogues together with contemporary Jews for centuries. Some scholars 
have found evidence of continuous interactions between Jewish-Christian and Rabbinic movements 
from the mid-to late second century CE to the fourth century CE.[104] Philip S. Alexander 
characterizes the question of when Christianity and Judaism parted company and went their 
separate ways as "one of those deceptively simple questions which should be approached with great 
care".[105] 
Both Early Christianity and Early Rabbinical Judaism were far less "orthodox" and less theologically 
homogeneous than they are today; and both were significantly influenced by Hellenistic religion and 
borrowed allegories and concepts from Classical Hellenistic philosophy and the works of Greek-
speaking Jewish authors of the end of the Second Temple period before the two schools of thought 
eventually firmed up their respective "norms" and doctrines, notably by diverging increasingly on key 
issues such as the status of "purity laws", the validity of Judeo-Christian messianic beliefs, and, 
more importantly, the use of Koine Greek and Latin as sacerdotal languages replacing Biblical 
Hebrew.  

Trajectory 
Heinrich Graetz postulated a Council of Jamnia in 90 that excluded Christians from the synagogues, 
but this is disputed. Jewish Christians continued to worship in synagogues for centuries.  
According to historian Shaye J. D. Cohen, "the separation of Christianity from Judaism was a 
process, not an event", in which the church became "more and more gentile, and less and less 
Jewish".[110][note 14] According to Cohen, early Christianity ceased to be a Jewish sect when it ceased to 
observe Jewish practices, such as circumcision.[24] According to Cohen, this process ended in 70 CE, 
after the great revolt, when various Jewish sects disappeared and Pharisaic Judaism evolved into 
Rabbinic Judaism, and Christianity emerged as a distinct religion.  

Talmudist and professor of Jewish studies Daniel Boyarin proposes a revised understanding of the 
interactions between nascent Christianity and Judaism in late antiquity, viewing the two "new" 
religions as intensely and complexly intertwined throughout this period. According to Boyarin, 
Judaism and Christianity "were part of one complex religious family, twins in a womb", for at least 

 
17 Ibid 
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three centuries.[112][note 15] Alan Segal also states that "one can speak of a 'twin birth' of two new 
Judaisms, both markedly different from the religious systems that preceded them".  
According to Robert Goldenberg, it is increasingly accepted among scholars that "at the end of the 
1st century CE there were not yet two separate religions called 'Judaism' and 'Christianity'".  
Jewish Christianity fell into decline during the Jewish–Roman wars (66–135) and the growing anti-
Judaism perhaps best personified by Marcion of Sinope (c. 150). With persecution by the Nicene 
Christians from the time of the Roman Emperor Constantine in the 4th century, Jewish Christians 
sought refuge outside the boundaries of the Empire, in Arabia and further afield. Within the Empire 
and later elsewhere it was dominated by the gentile based Christianity which became the State 
church of the Roman Empire and which took control of sites in the Holy Land such as the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre and the Cenacle and appointed subsequent Bishops of Jerusalem. 
The split of Christianity and Judaism took place during the first centuries CE.  While the First 
Jewish–Roman War and the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 CE were main events, the 
separation was a long-term process, in which the boundaries were not clear-cut.  

Rejection of Jewish Christianity 
In Christian circles, "Nazarene" later came to be used as a label for those faithful to Jewish law, in 
particular for a certain sect. These Jewish Christians, originally the central group in Christianity, were 
not at first declared to be unorthodox but were later excluded and denounced. Some Jewish 
Christian groups, such as the Ebionites, were considered to have unorthodox beliefs, particularly in 
relation to their views of Christ and gentile converts. The Nazarenes, holding to orthodoxy except in 
their adherence to Jewish law, were not deemed heretical until the dominance of orthodoxy in 
the 4th century. The Ebionites may have been a splinter group of Nazarenes, with disagreements 
over Christology and leadership. After the condemnation of the Nazarenes, "Ebionite" was often 
used as a general pejorative for all related "heresies".  
Jewish Christians constituted a separate community from the Pauline Christians but maintained a 
similar faith, differing only in practice. There was a post-Nicene "double rejection" of the Jewish 
Christians by both gentile Christianity and Rabbinic Judaism. It is believed that there was no direct 
confrontation or persecution between gentile and Judaic Christianity. However, by this time the 
practice of Judeo-Christianity was diluted both by internal schisms and external pressures. Gentile 
Christianity remained the sole strand of orthodoxy and imposed itself on the previously Jewish 
Christian sanctuaries, taking full control of those houses of worship by the end of the 5th century.18 

The separation was not made without some bitterness being displayed. Jewish Christians 
charged the Gentiles with apostasy from the teaching of Jesus and his disciples. They stressed 
their designation of Ebionim “the poor of the world, rich in faith” and therefore the true heirs of 
the kingdom of God, in contrast to the comparatively wealthy but unfaithful Gentile Christians. 
Those, on the other hand, retorted that they did well to call themselves Ebionites, seeing that they 
held such poor opinions about the person of Jesus, or perhaps it was their own intellect that was 
poverty-stricken, or even the Law to which they adhered;52 and they quoted Isaiah 54:1, “Rejoice 
O barren that didst not bear...for more are the children of the desolate than the children of the 
married wife,” to prove that the converts from among the Gentiles were both more numerous and 
truer than those from among the Jews and Samaritans. (Euseb. H.E. 3:32 

 

Looking back on the doctrinal development of what is termed the sub-apostolic age, the Jewish 
Christian historian Hegesippus wrote regretfully: 

 
18 (Wikipedia, 2020) 
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The Church continued until then as a pure and uncorrupt virgin; whilst if there were any at 
all that attempted to pervert the sound doctrine of the saving gospel, they were yet skulking 
in dark retreats; but when the sacred choir of apostles became extinct, and the generation of 
those that had been privileged to hear their inspired wisdom had passed away, then also the 
combinations of impious error arose by the fraud and delusions of false teachers. These also, 
as there were none of the apostles left, henceforth attempted, without shame, to preach their 
false doctrine against the true Gospel. (Hegesippus) 

From 
the time of the martyrdom of James the Just, the Nazarenes had placed the government of their 
affairs in the hands of the surviving relatives of the Messiah. “There are, also,” says Hegesippus, 
“those that take the lead of the whole Church as witnesses, even the kindred of our Lord. And 
when profound peace was established throughout the whole Church they continued to the days of 
the Emperor Trajan.” 

Not only were these Desposynoi (heirs) 19, as they came to be called, venerated by reason of 

their relationship to the Messiah, but also because of their Davidic descent, on account of which 

they suffered frequent persecution. They were justly proud of their lineage, and it is due to them 

that the genealogy of Jesus at the beginning of Matthew’s Gospel was compiled. Mention is 

made of this by Julius Africanus in his famous letter to Aristides: 

 

And these (Desposynoi) coming from Nazara and Kochaba, Jewish villages, to the 
other parts of the country, set forth the above-named genealogy, as accurately as 
possible, from the book of Chronicles. 

Eusebius records several persecutions of the Jews in the reigns of the Emperors Vespasian, 
Domitian and Trajan, three of these instigated with the object of securing any members of the 
house of David, who might yet be alive, and thus obviating the risk of Messianic insurrections. 
In the second persecution, under Domitian, the two grandsons of Jude the brother of Jesus, James 
and Zocher, were arrested and brought before the 
39 
emperor. Their interrogation by Domitian is reported by Hegesippus, Follows 

He put the question, whether they were David’s race, and they confessed that they 
were. He then asked them what property they had, or how much money they 
possessed. And both of them answered that they had between them only nine 
thousand denarii, and this they had not in silver, but in the value of a piece of land, 
containing only thirty-nine acres; from which they raised their taxes and supported 
themselves by their own labor. Then they also began to show their hands, 
exhibiting the hardness of their bodies, and the callosity formed by incessant labor 
on their hands, as evidence of their own labor. When asked, also, respecting the 

 
19 Jesus’ Family and their Genealogy according to the Testimony of Julius Africanus by CHRISTOPHE GUIGNARD 
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Messiah and his Kingdom, what was its nature, and when and where it was to 
appear, they replied, that it was not a temporal nor an earthly kingdom, but celestial 
and angelic; that it would appear at the end of the world, when coming in glory he 
would judge the living and the dead, and give to everyone according to his works. 
Upon which Domitian, despising them, made no reply; but treating them with 
contempt as simpletons commanded them to be dismissed, and by a decree ordered 
the persecution to cease… 

In the third persecution, under Trajan, Simon the son of Cleophas, a cousin of Jesus and 
successor to James in the presidency of the Jewish Christian communities, fell a victim; betrayed 
it would seem by some evil disposed Gentile Christian sectaries. Hegesippus states that this 
venerable disciple of the Messiah, reputed to have been a hundred and twenty years old, was 
accused as a Christian and as a descendant of David. 
After he was tormented many days, he died a martyr with such firmness that all 
were amazed, even the proconsul (Atticus) himself, that a man of a hundred and 
twenty years should bear such tortures. He was at last ordered to be crucified20 

 

Thus perished the second bishop of the Jewish Christian flock, probably the last of those who 
had seen and heard the Messiah, and who therefore had the best means of knowing the truth 
concerning his person and doctrine; a fact that must always be recognized in dealing with 
primitive Jewish Christian beliefs. 
 
Eusebius says: Another Jewish Christian, Justus, a recent convert, but not of the kindred of Jesus, 
succeeded 
Simon in the presidency. From this time, circa 110 AD., the government passed from the 
relatives of Jesus, and it is possible from the numbers 
given that the presidency became an office of annual appointment. Until the second Jewish revolt 
in 133 A.D., thirteen Jewish Christian bishops of Jerusalem are mentioned. Their names are 
given as Justus, Zaccheus, Tobias, Benjamin, John, Matthias, Philip, Seneca, Justus II, Levi, 
Ephraim, Joseph, and Judas.21 

In 133 A.D. another disastrous war broke out in Palestine. A change in the policy of Hadrian, 
hitherto pacific inwards the conquered people, produced an intolerable situation from the Jewish 
point of view. Cruel edicts were promulgated which outraged their deepest religious feelings, 
and led them to revolt a second time from Roman rule under the leadership of Bar-Kochba, a 
pseudo-Messiah. It would seem that the Jews were not wholly unprepared for the struggle, and 
before the revolt could be suppressed, Hadrian had to fetch his ablest general, Julius Severus, 
from Britain, to command the Roman forces. The Jewish Christians, although they suffered as 
much as their non-christian brethren from the Roman persecutions, refused to join the ranks of 
the new Messiah. If Jesus had not at that time restored the kingdom to Israel, it was not in the 
power of such a one as Bar-Kochba to do so. Surely Jesus himself had said, “I am i come in my 
Father’s name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will 

 
20 (Hegesippus) 
21 (Eusebius, 2020) 
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Receive.” (Schonfield, 1936) 

The Bar Kokhba revolt (Hebrew: ֶמֶרד ַּבר ּכֹוְכָבא; Mered Bar Kokhba) was a rebellion of the Jews of 
the Roman province of Judea, led by Simon bar Kokhba, against the Roman Empire. Fought circa 
132–136 CE,[4] it was the last of three major Jewish–Roman wars, so it is also known as The Third 
Jewish–Roman War or The Third Jewish Revolt. Some historians also refer to it as the Second 
Revolt[5] of Judea, not counting the Kitos War (115–117 CE), which had only marginally been fought 
in Judea. 

The Bar Kokhba revolt resulted in the extensive depopulation of Judean communities, more so than 
during the First Jewish–Roman War of 70 CE.[12] According to Cassius Dio, 580,000 Jews perished in 
the war and many more died of hunger and disease. In addition, many Judean war captives were 
sold into slavery.[13] The Jewish communities of Judea were devastated to an extent which some 
scholars describe as a genocide.[12][14] However, the Jewish population remained strong in other parts 
of Palestine, thriving in Galilee, Golan, Bet Shean Valley and the eastern, southern and western 
edges of Judea.[15] Roman casualties were also considered heavy 
– XXII Deiotariana was disbanded after serious losses 

The Bar Kokhba revolt greatly influenced the course of Jewish history and the philosophy of the 
Jewish religion. Despite easing the persecution of Jews following Hadrian's death in 138 CE, the 
Romans barred Jews from Jerusalem, except for attendance in Tisha B'Av. Jewish messianism was 
abstracted and spiritualized, and rabbinical political thought became deeply cautious and 
conservative. The Talmud, for instance, refers to Bar Kokhba as "Ben-Kusiba", a derogatory term 
used to indicate that he was a false Messiah. It was also among the key events 
to differentiate Christianity as a religion distinct from Judaism.[23] Although Jewish 
Christians regarded Jesus as the Messiah and did not support Bar Kokhba,[24] they were barred from 
Jerusalem along with the other Jews.22  

Bar-Kochba found his greatest champion among the Jewish sages in Rabbi Akiba, who did 
not hesitate to proclaim him as the Messiah; but there were many among the old Pharisaic party 
who, equally with the Nazarenes, refused to acknowledge him. “Akiba,” said one of them, “grass 
will grow out of thy chin before Messiah come.” It is said that he commanded all his 
soldiers to cut off one of their fingers to prove their courage, and he did not hesitate to execute 
his aged uncle, Rabbi Eleazer of Nodeim, on the flimsiest evidence that he had played traitor. In 
striking contrast to the pious and heroic Judas Maccabaeus, Bar-Kochba could pray before a 
battle, “We pray thee, O Lord, give no assistance to the enemy; us thou needst not help!” His 
persecution of the Jewish Christians is in keeping with the rest of his conduct. Galled by their 
refusal to rally to his standard, he gave orders that if they would not deny Jesus, and execrate his 
name they were to be 
Tortured 

 

 

The Jewish Christians had now nothing more to fear from their disillusioned nation, but their 
sufferings were by no means ended. Both Christian and non-Christian Jews were fugitives from 

 
22 (Wikipedia, 2020) 
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Roman vengeance, sharing the same privations, hiding in caves and mountain fastnesses, 
enduring a common banishment. 23 

Hebrews 11: 37 They were stoned, they were sawed in two, they were murdered with the sword. 
They went around in sheepskins and goatskins; they were destitute, afflicted, mistreated. 38 The 
world was not worthy of them! They wandered around in deserts and mountains, caves and holes 
in the ground. 39 And all these, though commended for their faith, did not receive what was 
promised— 40 because God had provided something better for us, so that only with us would 
they reach perfection. 

The cruel edicts which had occasioned the war were intensified; 
a plough was drawn over Jerusalem and a new city Aelia Capitolina rose on its ruins: all Jews 
were forbidden to approach their ancient capital on pain of death. On the site of the temple 
another edifice was erected and dedicated to Jupiter Capitolinus. A statue of Hadrian marked the 
spot where once the altar of Jehovah had stood; while over the Bethlehem gate a pig’s head was 
wrought in relief. In this pagan city, from which Jewish Christians were barred, the Gentile 
Church constituted itself under a Gentile bishop, Marcu. 

Jewish Christianity never regained its position of authority in the affairs of the Church. The 
Hadrianic war, which had wrung the death knell of Jewish hopes of political independence, had 
also relegated the Church of the apostles to the rank of a heretical sect. Henceforth the Jewish 
Christians, while they observed their ancestral customs, were practically excluded from the 
Catholic Church, and might only associate with one another in their own communities scattered 
about Coele-Syria and Transjordania, of whom the new orthodoxy (i.e. Jerome) could afterwards 
say “that 
while they will be both Jews and Christians, they are neither Jews not Christians.”24 

 

The Synagogue too now joined hands with the Gentile Church in this policy of exclusion, and 
in order to prevent the attendance of Nazarenes at Jewish places of worship a curse against 
sectaries was inserted in a part of the daily ritual which every Jew was required to repeat.61 This 
curse, composed by Samuel the younger, early in the second century, is still retained in a 
modified form in Jewish liturgical usage in the Shemoneh Esreh (Eighteen Benedictions).25 
 
BIRKAT HA-MINIM (Heb.  ַהִּמיִניםִּבְרַּכת , "benediction concerning heretics"), the twelfth 
benediction of the weekday Amidah (the Shmoneh Esreh prayer). The benediction belongs to the 
latter part of the Amidah petitions, which beseech the redemption of the people of Israel. Worded 
more like an imprecation (see Tanḥuma [Buber ed.], Vayikra 3), in its invocation of divine wrath 
against internal enemies to Jewish integrity and against external enemies of the Jewish people, it 
differs from the other petitions. 
 
Birkat ha-Minim is also distinguished from the other Amidah benedictions by the fact that it was 
appended after the formulation and fixing of the Amidah text. The tradition of its secondary 

 
23 (Schonfield, 1936) 
24 Ibid 
25 Ibid 
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addition at Jabneh is shared by TJ (Ber. 4:3, 8a) and TB, which attributes its formulation to 
Samuel ha-Katan at the explicit request of the Nasi, Rabban Gamliel (Ber. 28b). Scholarly 
opinion is divided, however, with regard to the precise understanding of this process. One view 
holds that the tradition reflected by TB (ibid.) should be accepted literally; accordingly Birkat 
ha-Minim was formulated at Jabneh and added to the already existing eighteen benedictions (see 
Fleischer), upping the number to nineteen. Accepted in this nineteen-benediction form in the 
early Babylonian rite, it was subsequently transmitted from this rite to all prayer books up to the 
present. Others contend (see Heinemann) that Rabban Gamliel's request simply concerned the 
updating of an already existing benediction among the eighteen – whose content spoke out in 
general against separatists (see T. Ber. 3:25) – to incorporate explicit mention of the minim. This 
also explains why the versions of the Amidah in the Palestinian rite number only eighteen 
benedictions, inclusive of Birkat ha-Minim. The proponents of this view submit that the 
nineteen-benediction form of the Amidah in the Babylonian rite reflects a Babylonian custom of 
splitting the petition for the building of Jerusalem and for the coming of the Davidic messiah into 
two separate benedictions. In Palestine, both subjects were combined in a single benediction 
regarding Jerusalem. 
 
Its exceptional importance in Christian-Jewish relations from the first century C.E. to the present 
has focused intense scholarly attention on this benediction. The relatively crystallized wording of 
the benediction in the extant early siddurim (ninth to twelfth centuries) makes it likely that the 
text preserved there closely resembles its original formulation. We find the following wording in 
a Palestinian siddur from the Cairo Genizah: 
 
For the apostates let there be no hope. And let the arrogant government be speedily uprooted in 
our days. Let the noẓerim and the minim be destroyed in a moment. And let them be blotted out 
of the Book of Life and not be inscribed together with the righteous. Blessed art thou, O Lord, 
who humblest the arrogant" (Schechter). 
 
 
This was also the version commonly used in the Babylonian rite, in which the penultimate 
sentence, "And let them be blotted out," was replaced by a petition to cut off all enemies, "may 
all the enemies of your people and their opponents be speedily cut off." Other variants reflect a 
longer, more elaborated request for obliteration of enemies. The language of the benediction 
clearly demonstrates that it was directed, not at non-Jews in general, but rather specifically aimed 
against external persecutors of the Jews and against Jewish separatists who posed a danger to 
Judaism's internal cohesion. Nonetheless, as early as the first centuries C.E. we find church 
fathers voicing the claim that the Jews curse the Christians in their prayers. Such contentions, 
alongside censorship of siddurim, wrought significant changes in the wording of the benediction 
during the Middle Ages. Also contributing to this modificatory process were shifts in the social 
environment of the Jews and in their worldview. Without exception, the word noẓerim was 
expunged from all Jewish prayer rites, and in many, substitutions were made for minim (heretics) 
and meshummadim (apostates), as in the accepted opening in the Ashkenazi rite: "may the 
slanderers (malshinim) have no hope." Some Reform prayer books omit this benediction 
entirely.26 

 
26 (Bard, 2017) 
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