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What and who are the Black Hebrew Israelite Movement? 

“Black Hebrew Israelites (also called Black Hebrews, African Hebrew 
Israelites, and Hebrew Israelites) are groups of Black Americans who believe 
that they are descendants of the ancient Israelites. Black Hebrews adhere in 
varying degrees to the religious beliefs and practices of both Christianity and 
Judaism. With the exception of a small number of individuals who have 
formally converted to Judaism, they are not recognized as Jews by the greater 
Jewish community. Many choose to identify themselves as Hebrew Israelites 
or Black Hebrews rather than Jews in order to indicate their claimed historic 
connections.” (Wikipedia, 2019) 

Note: The Black Hebrews are not Ethiopian Jews. 

The Black Hebrews, a sect whose full name is "The Original African Hebrew 
Israelite Nation of Jerusalem," have two centers of activity: Chicago and 
Dimona. About 2,500 members, led by Ben Ami Carter, live in Israel — most of 
them in Dimona, and the rest in Arad and Mitzpe Ramon, with some others 
residing in other parts of the country. 

The Black Hebrews believe that they are descended from the ten lost tribes of 
Israel. They live according to their own special rules of conduct. Polygamy is 
permitted and birth control is forbidden. Their leaders decree who will marry 
whom, performing the weddings and approving annulments. Their dietary 
laws prohibit the eating of meat, dairy products, eggs and sugar; members 
who are caught consuming these foods are punished. Members must adopt 
Hebraic names in place of their former "slave names." According to Black 
Hebrew custom, the woman's responsibilities focus on childrearing and other 
family obligations. The Black Hebrews' closed society is isolated from the 
mainstream and all infractions of their rules are severely punished. 

The first Black Hebrews began arriving in Israel in 1969, entering the country 
on temporary visas that were periodically renewed. In the meantime, the 
Chief Rabbinate of Israel declared that the Black Hebrews were not Jews, and 
therefore the sect's members were not entitled to Israeli citizenship under the 
Law of Return. Nevertheless, the Black Hebrew population in Dimona 
continued to grow due to their high birthrate and because many of them, 
some with criminal backgrounds, illegally entered Israel using various forms 
of subterfuge. The Government of Israel avoided deporting the Black Hebrew 
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members who lived in the country illegally, but at the same time also 
refrained from granting the Black Hebrews citizenship or permanent 
residency. During the tension that developed during the 1970s and especially 
the 1980s, some members of the sect engaged in antiIsrael activity and 
propaganda, aligning themselves with antiSemitic groups. They claimed that 
the white Jews were "imposters," and that they, the Black Hebrews, were the 
rightful inheritors of the land of Israel. 

The Black Hebrews acquired legal status in an agreement reached with the 
Israel Ministry of the Interior in May 1990. According to that agreement, the 
Black Hebrews were initially granted tourist status with a B/1 visa that 
entitled them to employment; a year later they were given temporary resident 
status (A/5) for a period of five years. At the end of the fiveyear period, in 
1995, their status was extended for another three years. At the beginning of 
2004, the interior minister granted them residency, which does not carry 
mandatory military service. 

Currently they receive two special benefits: 

A. They are entitled to stipends paid by Israel's National Insurance Institute 
(social security)such as child support, assistance to the disabled, aid for the 
elderly, supplemental income, etc. Indeed, 830 members of the sect are 
receiving such benefits from the NII. 

B. The Israel Ministry of Education assists and subsidizes the operation of a 
school for the Black Hebrew children. Today the school serves 700 pupils who 
study in 14 classes. The U.S. Congress has assisted this school by 
appropriating $1 million, half of which was designated for constructing the 
school facility. 

The Black Hebrews derive their income from their famous choir, their 
seamsters' workshop, which provides the sect with its colorful clothing, and 
from their vegetarian restaurant in Arad's commercial center, with an 
adjacent factory for vegetarian food products. 

The first member of the Black Israelite community to enlist in the IDF, Uriahu 
Butler, was inducted into the army July 29, 2004. By the end of 2006, more 
than 100 of their youth, girls and boys, joined the military. Their enlistment 
process was complicated by the community's strict vegan dietary traditions, 
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which extend to wearing allcotton clothes and a ban on leather shoes. The 
community agreed to comply with IDF requirements and the IDF agreed to 
allow Israelite soldiers to wear cloth shoes instead of armyissue boots; the 
congregation will forgo the stricture regarding cotton clothing. 

Presently, the community operates a vegan eatery in Tel Aviv; their musicians 
perform across Israel and around the world, touring the US, Europe and Africa 
either solely with their own members or as a part of other Israeli groups. They 
have created their own music genre, which they call Songs of Deliverance, and 
produce CDs. 

In sports the Black Hebrews have represented Israel at home and in Europe in 
track and field and national softball events, including the Maccabiah games. 
Their students have represented Israel in international academic 
competitions. Twice they have represented Israel in Eurovision, the 
international music competition. 

In February 2005, in conjunction with the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, the civil rights organization established by civil rights icon, Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., the Black Hebrews opened the Dr. Martin Luther 
King/SCLC – Ben Ammi Institute for a New Humanity, a conflict resolution 
center in Dimona to teach holistic nonviolence and reconciliation to families, 
communities, faiths and nations. Their story is a testimony of the great growth 
and maturity of the State of Israel and its people. 
Sources: 

Israeli Foreign Ministry; Haaretz, (July 30, 2004) 

Copyright AmericanIsraeli Cooperative Enterprise  Reprinted with permission.1 

                                                           
1 https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/copyright  

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/copyright


 

4 | P a g e  
 

BLACK NATIONALISM                         BLACK HEBREW ISRALITE MOVEMENT 

 

Figure 1 Hebrew Israelites at Capital during Catholic Covington Incident Jan. 18, 2019 

 

 

Figure 2 Hebrew Israelite/Covington Catholic Incident Jan. 18, 2019 
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According to the Southern Poverty Law 
Center: “Around the country, thousands 
of men and women have joined black 
supremacist groups on the extremist 
fringe of the Hebrew Israelite 
movement, a black nationalist theology 
that dates back to the 19th century. Its 
doctrine asserts that African Americans 
are God's true chosen people because 
they, not the people known to the 
world today as Jews, are the real descendants of the Hebrews of the Bible.” 
(Southern Poverty Law Center, 2008) 

Additionally, Mark Potok, Senior Fellow at 
the SPLC, exposes more of their “theology”, 
when he says, “The Jews, they say, are "the 
synagogue of Satan." They are not the 
offspring of the Biblical Hebrews at all. 
Instead, Jews, they claim, are descendants 
of the Edomites, an evil race spawned by 
Esau, the twin brother of Jacob, who was 
later known as Israel. Today's Jews are 
liars who falsely assert that they are God's 
"chosen people" in order to deceive the 
world. It is not the Jewish pretenders but 
them, they insist, who are uniquely favored 

by God.  "The Holocaust is a damn joke!" one of their more vicious leaders 
shouted in a recent confrontation with a Jewish man in Philadelphia. "Heil 
Hitler!" Who are these haters of the Jews? They could easily be adherents of 
Christian Identity, the white supremacist theology that asserts that Jews are in 
league with Satan and that white people are the real descendants of the 
Biblical Hebrews. But, in this case, they are not. Instead, they are black men 
and women who inhabit the racist fringe of the growing Hebrew Israelite 
movement, a movement that asserts that Christ will soon return to destroy or 
enslave whites, Jews and others. (Potok, 2008) 

Figure 3 

Figure 4 
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It should be noted that not all Black Hebrew Israelites are as militant or 
extreme, or violent as others.  There are several different branches and 
networks of these groups, but one theological point they all seem to have in 
common is the core believe that all Africans and AfricanAmericans are the 
“True Israel” while all of the commonly known Jews of the world are fakes, and 
a “conspiracy” of the “white man”.  Holocaust denial also seems pervasive 
within their ranks.  This kind of theology is dangerous, and it preys on a 
people group, especially here in the United States who are disconnected from 
their true ancestral roots due to the tragic history of American slavery.  
AfricanAmericans are truly susceptible and vulnerable to this dangerous 
theology, especially those who continue to experience racial bigotry, poverty 
and a lack of access to economic opportunity in this country.   

“Wolves in Sheep’s Clothing” Examples of Black Predatory Theology 

The occasion for a massive number of the American population vulnerable to 
Black Nationalistic religious rhetoric has afforded some individuals and their 
organizations lucrative and extremely profitable enterprises.  One such 
example came to national attention in 2012.  Ralph Messer, a Jewish self
proclaimed “messianic teacher” who describes his own biography on his 
website as: “Ralph Messer is the founder and president of STBM (Simchat 
Torah Beit Midrash)”, and… “Ralph Messer is also the founder and president 
of ICTS (International Center for Torah Studies), whose mission is to build a 
foundation for men and women to reach their potential and successfully grow 
in a global economy and culture.  Throughout the world, he has set up learning 
centers in order to teach authentic business principles, as well as fundamental 
moral principles.” (Messer, 2018) 

These “centers” as Messer describes are actually groups of AfricanAmericans 
who are Messer’s disciples who organize themselves as “churches” under 
Ralph’s network.  They look to him as their “rabbi” and connect to his STBM 
via live stream during their weekly Shabbat services.  While Messer is white 
and indeed Jewish, his enterprise is primarily set up as a teaching ministry 
that targets this vulnerable AfricanAmerican population through the false 
teachings of both “TwoHouse Theology” and “Hebrew Israelite” doctrines.  
Messer has built an empire that preys on unsuspecting black American 
Christians who feel disenfranchised and have a sense of a lack of identity.  
Messer capitalizes on this by telling them, that they indeed are the “True 
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Israel” and they are also the literal descendants from the 10 Lost Tribes of 
Israel from the year 722 B.C., when the Assyrians dispossessed the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel. This false teaching opens the door to Black Nationalistic 
supremacy ideas and a denial of Judaism, Jewish people and the Holocaust, 
and is simply just another form of “Replacement Theology”.   

One of the most controversial moments in Ralph Messer’s “ministry” drew 
national attention when he was invited to speak at the primarily African
American 25,000 member, New Birth Missionary Baptist Church in Atlanta, 
Georgia in 2012.  The AfricanAmerican pastor at that time was Bishop Eddie 
Long, who also was facing a controversy of his own simultaneously.   

Long was a subject of a Senate investigation, concerning whether he 
personally profited from his church's taxexempt status, which eventually 
ended without a finding of wrongdoing. Also, civil lawsuits were filed against 
him alleging sexual abuse of underage male members of his parish.  
Consequently, Long’s wife, Vanessa Griffin; (whom he married in 1990) filed 
for divorce after he was accused of sexually molesting young fatherless boys 
in the church, in December 2011. On the same day New Birth's public 
relations firm claimed that she had rethought her decision and would 
withdraw her petition.  However, Griffin's attorneys later confirmed that she 
would continue with the divorce.2   

It was in this context the backdrop was set for Ralph Messer’s speaking 
engagement at Eddie Long’s megachurch.  At this infamous service, Ralph 
Messer performed a ceremony crowning the disgraced Bishop Eddie Long as a 
“king” wrapped him in a Torah scroll and paraded him around the church like 
a king… 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eddie_Long  

Figure 5 Ralph Messer bringing out the 
Torah Scroll 2012 at New Birth 

Missionary Baptist Church, Atlanta, GA. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eddie_Long
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Disgraced, Bishop Eddie Long (aka “Bishop 
Biceps”) –whose wife divorced him over sexual 
allegations for molesting young boys, and 
sending images of himself over the internet…  
paid off his accusers out of court in a 
settlement to drop the charges. 

 

 

Messer’s ceremony continued by parading Long around the sanctuary in a 
lifted chair carried by officials of the church, draped Long in a “Tallit” (a 
traditional Jewish prayer shawl), and later placed a crown on his head.  If this 
weren’t controversial enough, regarding the use of the prayer shawl; Messer 
made matters worse by offending the entire Jewish world over his use of a 
sacred Torah Scroll.  Ralph made Eddie Long 
stand up before the crowd and used the 
delicate and sacred parchment, (which is 
regarded within Jewish practice not to even 
be touched by the hand); to completely wrap 
Eddie Long’s body. 

 

 

This unfortunate and disgraceful event went viral 
over the Internet through Youtube videos and 
Facebook, and other social media insulting the 
entire International Jewish community and 
furthermore; because Ralph Messer claims to be a 

“messianic rabbi”, when in reality he is not ordained by any reputable 
Messianic Jewish organization, he has singlehandedly brought severe damage 
and disrepute to our message of the Good News to our Jewish people in 
Messiah Yeshua.  In fact, this event was so detrimental, the two major 
Messianic synagogue organizations publicly condemned this action and the 
claims of Ralph Messer in a Press Release that was published soon afterwards.  
Here was the response of our movement both the MJAA (Messianic Jewish 

Figure 6 

Figure 7 
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Alliance of America) and the UMJC (Union of Messianic Jewish Congregations) 
to the incident above back in 2012… 

Re: MJAA/UMJC StatementLong/Messer Affair 

On behalf of the Union of Messianic Jewish Congregations (UMJC) and the 
Messianic Jewish Alliance of America (MJAA), we join our voices with the 
wider Jewish community in condemning the ritual orchestrated last Sunday 
by Ralph Messer at New Birth Missionary Baptist Church in Atlanta. Messer is 
not recognized by any major branch of Messianic Judaism and, under the 
standards of the UMJC and the MJAA, is not even considered part of our 
community, let alone a rabbi. He is operating entirely outside the mainstream 
Messianic Jewish community. Furthermore, his claim to be acting on behalf of 
the Jewish people is outrageous and without merit.  

We condemn Messer’s flagrant disrespect of the Sefer Torah in this ritual and 
his misrepresentation of Jewish tradition, an abuse which must stem either 
from ignorance or great presumptiveness. It is inappropriate and offensive to 
wrap a person with the sacred scroll, to describe the Torah mantel as “a 
foreskin,” to pronounce a man to be “king” in a ritual context, to employ a tallit 
in ways completely out of touch with the tradition to which it belongs, and 
above all, to do all these things, and more, claiming to represent the Jewish 
community.  

Respect for the Torah is a central value within authentic Messianic Judaism. 
We assure the rest of the Jewish community that this ceremony would seem 
as bizarre and offensive within our congregations as it would within yours. An 
article at Ajc.com (the Atlanta JournalConstitution website), quotes David P. 
Gushee, a professor of Christian ethics at Mercer University: “One problem 
with Messianic Judaism, in which leaders attempt to fuse Jewish and Christian 
traditions and symbols, is that it can easily stray into profound insensitivity.” 
While Professor Gushee’s characterization of our “attempt to fuse Jewish and 
Christian traditions and symbols” is simplistic, his description of the “one 
problem” is accurate. Responsible leaders within the Messianic Jewish 
community share his concern that our traditions be handled with sensitivity 
and deep respect. By his actions at New Birth Missionary Baptist Church, 
Messer demonstrates that he is unworthy of any sort of leadership within our 
community and cannot claim to represent us in any way.  
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Howard Silverman, President 

Russell Resnik, Executive Director 

Union of Messianic Jewish Congregations 

 

Paul Liberman, President 

Joel Chernoff, General Secretary 

Messianic Jewish Alliance of America 

Tikvat Yisrael Messianic Jewish Synagogue, here in Cleveland, Ohio; is a 
member of the IAMCS (International Alliance of Messianic Congregations & 
Synagogues), which is a subsidiary of the MJAA.  Therefore, this public 
statement is our official position on the person, teaching and actions of Ralph 
Messer.   

Sadly, this disrespect for God and His 
Law had its severe consequences.  
Within five years of this abysmal and 
flagrant transgression against the God of 
Israel, the Word of God and God’s chosen 
people, the Jewish people; Bishop Eddie 
Long met his demise.   

According to public sources, in August 
2016, Long received major attention on 
Twitter when he posted a video on 
Facebook of himself which showed his 
drastic weight loss. In the video, he 
said he was eating "raw vegetables" 
instead of a "slave menu" and that he 
was not on any medications. In 
September 2016, Long issued a 
statement saying he was "recovering" from an unspecified illness and that the 
illness was "unrelated" to his diet.  

Figure 8 

Figure 9 
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Long died on January 15, 2017, at the age of 63. The church issued a statement 
describing the cause of death as an "aggressive form of cancer".3  

In an ironic twist, Long’s death followed the Martin Luther King holiday by 
just one day.  “In 2004, Long led a march with Bernice King to the grave of her 
father, Martin Luther King, Jr. The march was a protest against samesex 
marriage and in support of a national constitutional amendment to limit 
marriage rights to couples comprising "one man and one woman”.  In 
September 2010, Maurice Robinson, Anthony Flagg, Jamal Parris and Spencer 
LeGrande filed separate lawsuits alleging that Long used his pastoral influence 
to coerce them into sexual relationships with him. The plaintiffs state that 
Long placed the men on the church’s payroll, bought them cars and other gifts, 
including overseas trips. The lawsuits stated that Long would "discuss the 
Holy Scripture to justify and support the sexual activity." Long denied the 
allegations through his attorneys and spokesman.4 

 

Local “Centers” affiliated with Black Nationalistic Theology 

Unfortunately, over the years Tikvat Yisrael Messianic Synagogue has had 
experience in dealing with the affects of this dangerous theology; and even 
have been contacted at one time in our past inviting our synagogue to host 
Ralph Messer.  Our rabbi, Eric David Lakatos had the opportunity to speak 
with a deacon from the Church of the Four Winds5, (here in Cleveland), who 
approached us to “partner” with them for this endeavor.  At that time, rabbi 
Eric confronted their theology by asking straight away, “do you believe that 
you are indeed the physical descendants of Israel from the ten lost tribes of 
the Kingdom of Israel from the year 722 BC?  When the deacon answered in 
the affirmative, our rabbi explained the error of this theology and how it 
affects Jews here in our synagogue, some of whom directly lived through 
Auschwitz as teenagers.  Our rabbi asked, “how do you think it makes a 
Holocaust survivor feel when you try to tell us that you are the “real Israel” 
and they are not “Israel”, rather they are just from the tribe of “Judah”?   

                                                           
3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eddie_Long  
4 ibid 
5 http://churchofthefourwinds.org/  (STBM acronym located at top-left corner indicates Church of the Four Winds 
is a member of Ralph Messer’s “Simchat Torah Beit Midrash” network).   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eddie_Long
http://churchofthefourwinds.org/
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Suffice it to say, the deacon could not answer this line of questioning.  Their 
offer to Tikvat to partner with them was rejected and to date of the publishing 
of this position paper, no further contact has been received.  As previously 
mentioned, not all Black Hebrew Israelites are violent and extremists.  The 
people of this group appear to be peaceful and sincere American Christians of 
African descent who have bought into the Ralph Messer theology as many of 
the other vulnerable people of the AfricanAmerican Community nationwide, 
sadly.   

Another local group also has been identified, and their video teachings 
however seem to present a more extreme sentiment.  The Gathering of 
Christ Church6 is another network of Black Hebrew Israelite affiliation and 
doctrine, unique from Messer’s Simchat Torah Beit Midrash.  Their website 
contains more extreme teachings such as their video entitled: “The Satanic 
Origins of Judaism”.7 While their website seems to be a centralized platform 
for their “International” network, as mentioned, a local group here in 
Cleveland exists and they advertise their affiliation with the Gathering of 
Christ Church network.  Their brochure, pictured below, clearly discloses 
where they stand on Black Nationalism, as the very first sentence asks the 
reader: “Have you been informed on the truth of who the real Jews are?”8 Their 
local brochure also clearly depicts their ideas of what and who exactly 
comprises each of the “12 Tribes of Israel”.  Without offering any evidence, 
scientifically or otherwise of how they have come to these conclusions, or how 
they formulate these claims, they brazenly list off each tribe and define each 
by a corresponding minority peoplegroup.  For example, according to the 
GOCC, all people from Puerto Rico are to be identified as the “Tribe of 
Ephraim”!  They also claim that all Native American Indians are by definition 
and physical lineage the descendants of the “Tribe of Gad”!  This ludicrous line 
of philosophy is not based on any logical proof and completely lacks any basis 
of reality, historical or otherwise; and additionally, these claims cannot be 
substantiated by any reasonable documentation, scientific, archeological or 
even Biblical textual evidence!  Their statements of their “facts” are simply 
expected to be believed simply because they say so.  What is true, is that cult 
organizations such as these have everything to gain financially when making 
                                                           
6 https://gatheringofchrist.org/  
7 https://gatheringofchrist.org/core-videos/  
8 See figure 10 

https://gatheringofchrist.org/
https://gatheringofchrist.org/core-videos/
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these kinds of claims to minorities and peoplegroups that have been 
historically dispossessed by the tragic history of slavery and oppression.  
Often, people within these minority groups accept these claims as historical 
and Biblical fact, without even questioning the soundness of this doctrine.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10 Cleveland Brochure Outside Cover* of GOCC note: first sentence upper right side of brochure. 
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Confusion over terminology – Israel vs. Jews 

There are many other reasons why so many minorities are so easily 
persuaded into this line of false doctrine other than their own susceptibility 
due to a lack of historical roots of their own origins of nationality.  Another 
contributing factor is Biblical literacy in America has greatly declined ever 
since Bible teaching and prayer in public schools became banned by the 
Supreme Court due to their interpretation, that this practice was 
“Unconstitutional” in 1962.  Since this time, the American public, both 
Christians and Jews, and even secular Americans have become virtually 
Biblically illiterate and have no idea how the Bible defines the words “Israel”, 
“Jews” and the “Jewish People”.  This ignorance of simple Bible terms and how 
they are defined correctly, according to the Scriptures, along with a 
combination of modern political landscapes all aimed at demonizing Israel 
and the Jewish people as an “Apartheid State” (i.e. the BDS Movement); 

Figure 11 GOCC Cleveland Brochure Inside Cover 
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altogether contribute towards the rise of this Black Nationalism philosophy 
and movement.9  If you can put Israel and the Jewish people into the same 
category as the American Colonialists who purchased slaves from Africa, and a 
more modern example of apartheid such as the country of South Africa prior 
to the Nelson Mandela revolution; then how much more easy is it to portray 
Jews, and Israel as the new “enemy” of people of African descent?  
Furthermore, the argument can be made then, that the terminology of Jews 
and Israel has been “hijacked” to really mean, (according to the myths 
proposed by Black Nationalism), that people of African descent are the “real 
Jews”, or the “real” Israel.  It is more convenient to uphold their doctrine if 
they can vilify and label the State of Israel in this fashion.   

The error of their doctrine, along with their lack of logic in the Black 
Nationalistic argument is exposed; when their flagrant misuse of Biblical 
terminology and definitions of words such as: Israel and the Jewish people are 
employed.  For example, like TwoHouse, Ephraimite and Hebrew Roots 
Theology10 (which is another form of Replacement Theology and addressed 
by the MJAA in another position paper on our website); Black Nationalism and 
Black Hebrew Israelites also misuse and misunderstand the Biblical 
definitions and proper uses of the terminology of both the word “Israel” and 
“Jews” or “Jewish People”.  This misuse of these words and how they are 
defined and employed are the common threads among all of these various 
heresies and false teachings.  

Their error is simply this: Their definition of “Israel” at best, is separated from 
the term “Jew”.  In other words, the “nonextremist”, “nonviolent” 
interpretation, of the definition of “Israel” is not the “Jewish People”,  but 
rather all the minorities as similarly listed in the brochure images above.  
While on the other hand, the term “Jew” comes from the word “Judah” and the 
the commonly known peoplegroup (aka. “the Jews”), are actually “Judah” or 
the “Jews”.  To clarify further, the more “gentler” and “kinder” Replacement 
Theology (i.e. black nationalism) says: “we are the true Israel”; while you 
Jewish people, you are from Judah, but you are not “Israel”.   

 The more extreme version of misuse of this terminology is exemplified in the 
above brochure which completely leaves out all Semites, (commonly known 
                                                           
9 https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/what-is-the-boycott-divestment-and-sanctions-movement/  
10 http://tikvatyisraelmessianicsynagogue-preview.cloversites.com/about-us/what-we-do-not-believe  

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/what-is-the-boycott-divestment-and-sanctions-movement/
http://tikvatyisraelmessianicsynagogue-preview.cloversites.com/about-us/what-we-do-not-believe
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as Jews today) Ashkenazi Jews from Europe, as well as the traditional 
Sephardic Jews from the MiddleEast and Spain, and they are all dismissed 
from the Black Hebrew Israelite definition of both “Israel” and “Jew” 
altogether!  As the GOCC brochure above demonstrates, only Negros are of the 
tribe of Judah.  So, there is no room at all for the commonly known Semitic 
people who are living in Israel today or Jewish people (as commonly known) 
living anywhere else in the world at all!  According to Black Hebrew Israelite 
doctrine, they are all “fake Jews”, and neither Jews nor Israelites and their 
claims to such identity is nothing but a conspiracy against the “Black Man”.   

This line of thinking is completely ignorant of Biblical and Historical fact.  But 
if you are trying to appeal based on emotions held by disgruntled minorities, 
who have little to no national identity; then why allow facts to get in the way? 

According to Dr. Silberling, Juster & Sedeca in their paper “The Ephraimite 
Error”11, these authors say, “The postexilic Judahite prophets considered the 
return of the southern exiles from Babylon to be a restoration for all Israel 
precisely because they made no sharp distinction between Judah and 
Israel.  Jeremiah 30:10, while clearly addressing the Judahite exiles (cf. Jer 
29:1, 3031), addresses them as follows: "'And fear not, O Jacob my servant,' 
declares the LORD, 'And do not be dismayed, O Israel; for behold, I will save 
you from afar and your offspring from the land of their captivity. And Jacob 
shall return and shall be quiet and at ease, and no one shall make him afraid.' 

“For Jeremiah, the return from Babylonian exile entailed the return of 
Jacob/Israel to its land. Jer 31:1720 reports that Ephraim has repented (past 
tense) and describes Ephraim grieving over its own acts. Ezra 2:70, after 
naming the genealogical list of returnees from the Babylonian captivity, states 
of the returned exiles, "and all Israel lived in their cities." Here the author 
implies that the returnees comprised "all Israel," despite the fact that this 
author was fully aware that not every last member of Israel had in actuality 
escaped the dispersion and returned to the land. Nehemiah 5:8 mentions that 
the returnees had redeemed "our Jewish brothers (acheinu hay'hudim) who 
were sold to the nations [pl.]," that is, who were in exile not just in Babylon 
but in captivity to a number of different nations (cf. Ezra 6:21). Neh 5:17 

                                                           
11 https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/eb/eb1a765d-7cbf-4f74-ade3-
f4cb2dabeb2d/documents/EphraimiteError.pdf  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/eb/eb1a765d-7cbf-4f74-ade3-f4cb2dabeb2d/documents/EphraimiteError.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/eb/eb1a765d-7cbf-4f74-ade3-f4cb2dabeb2d/documents/EphraimiteError.pdf
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mentions that Nehemiah had at his table "one hundred and fifty Jews and 
officials, besides those who came to us from the nations that were around us." 

Again, this indicates that the returning exiles' numbers were swelled by 
refugees from the nations. Zechariah, writing to the same MedoPersian 
returnees, addresses them collectively as "Oh house of Judah and house of 
Israel" (8:13; cf. 8:15) and distinguishes them from the people of the nations 
who would also be drawn to the rebuilt Temple (Zech 8:23). In doing this, he 
equates Judah and Israel and makes a distinction between them and the 
nations. 

This is precisely the opposite of what Ephraimite theology and 2 House 
theologies (and Black Hebrew Israelites) teach! In fact, in the books of 
Ezra and Nehemiah, the returnees are called Jews and its derivatives 32 
times, but are called Israelites, Israel, children of Israel (b'nei Israel), fathers 
to Israel (avot l'yisrael), people of Israel ('am Israel), or all Israel (kal Israel) 
39 times. Add to this the evidence that by the time of the Judahite exile, the 
Babylonian empire had already swallowed up Assyria and its captive nations. 

In the year 627 B.C.E., the last Assyrian king, Ashurbanipal, died. In 614 B.C.E. 
Ashur, the religious center, fell. Nineveh fell in 612, allowing Babylon, which 
had aligned itself with the Median tribes from the northeast, to capture 
Assyria. In 539 B.C.E., Babylon, in its turn, fell to Cyrus, king of Persia. Thus, 
for the returnees; the restoration of Judah by definition entailed the 
restoration of Israel.  All of the former Israelite exiles were as free as were the 
Judahite exiles to return to the land. It is thus not supported by the biblical 
record to argue that references to postexilic Judah are unique to Judah and do 
not apply to Israel. 

Those who returned from exile saw that their numbers included many more 
than the physical descendants of Judah, Benjamin, and Levi alone. And the 
returnees, who referred to themselves both as Jews and as the people of 
Israel, did so not because of tribal affiliation but because they affirmed the 
theocratic reign of God centered in Jerusalem, the capital of the former 
kingdom of Judah (Yehudah).12 

                                                           
12 ibid 
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This is key to understanding the error of not only the Black Hebrew Israelite 
doctrine, but also that of all the others is this: “The theocratic reign of GOD in 
“Jerusalem” – this is what ultimately Jeroboam rebelled against in the first 
place. Just because God allowed the “monarchy” to become split, this does not 
mean the Jews of the one nation of Israel became two nations. There is only 
One Israel and only One Bride of the God of Israel.  The God of Israel is not a 
polygamist and He only has One Bride, Israel IS BY DEFINITION THE SAME AS 
THE JEWISH PEOPLE – and nonJews are “GraftedIn” as wild olive branches 
just as the Scripture clearly teaches (Romans 11:1724).   

Silberling continues, “The author of 2 Chronicles often makes mention of 
Israelites from the northern kingdom who lived in the southern kingdom 
under Rehoboam after the split between the two kingdoms (2 Chron 10:17; 
15:9; 31:58). It is worthwhile to quote 2 Chron 10:17, which states, "But as 
for the sons of Israel who lived in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over 
them." The importance of this statement is magnified when we read the 
previous verse, 2 Chron 10:16c, "So all Israel departed [from Rehoboam and 
the southern kingdom] to their tents." In fact, not all Israel departed, but 
rather many from the northern kingdom remained in Judah, as verse 17 
contends also, 2 Chron 11:16, which states, and those from all the tribes of 
Israel who set their hearts on seeking the LORD God of Israel, followed them 
to Jerusalem to sacrifice to the LORD God of their fathers." 

This occurred after the rise of the northern kingdom — after the two 
kingdoms had separated. In 2 Chron 30:111, the southern king Hezekiah 
invited Ephraim and Manasseh (tribal heads whose names were often used 
synonymously with Israel to designate the northern kingdom) to celebrate 
Passover together with his subjects in Jerusalem. Indeed, a great assembly 
accepted his invitation and came from the north to worship in Jerusalem (2 
Chron 30:25; 31:56). This unity is underscored as well in 2 Chron 31:1. The 
Chronicler, in choosing to relay these accounts and not others, did so with a 
specific purpose. That purpose was to demonstrate the unity of the people 
Israel around the Jerusalem cultic sites despite the tribal split. Daniel 9:11 
echoes the sentiment of the Chronicler when he refuses to separate the 
various tribes in Israel in his prayer of repentance before God. We have 
seen that the Chronicler, Jeremiah, and Daniel all portray all Israel as united, 
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during the time of the divided monarchy and after, and despite the fact that 
the two kingdoms were taken captive in two different periods. 

This effort of theirs points to the great care that these writers took to portray 
the exiles from Jerusalem and Judah as nevertheless representative of all the 
people of Israel. It was not necessary for them that every last Israelite join the 
southern kingdom in order for Israel to survive as a people. 

These writers found consequential, and thus worthy of expansion, the 
information that those who went into the southern kingdom's exile to Babylon 
in 586 B.C.E. contained a representation of all twelve tribes (cf. Ezra 6:17; 
8:35). And for them, this representation was adequate to demonstrate that the 
whole people had survived as a corporate entity.” 

Not only do we have Biblical evidence of the survival of the corporate entity of 
Israel as “One Nation” despite the tribal monarchy split; but the continuity of 
the Jerusalem Temple service itself requiring the inclusion of “All 12 Tribes”, 
further demonstrates this conception of a single corporate entity. Accordingly, 
Silberling, Juster and Sedeca support… “To those priests who returned with 
Ezra, the Temple cult mattered most, and integrally tied to Temple practice 
was the notion that all Israel received the benefits and participated in the 
activity of the cult — this despite the fact that we have plentiful historic 
evidence that among the southern kingdom exiles, as well as the northern, 
many in actuality did not return to Jerusalem upon the decree of Cyrus. 
Nevertheless, those charged with executing the duties surrounding the 
Temple cult knew that those duties could not properly be carried out unless 
they conceived of Israel as a corporate entity. The priests were offering 
sacrifice for their own people, not for some future imagined people in an age 
far off in the future. They perceived their own number as comprising "Israel" 
and thus were able to offer sacrifices on behalf of Israel. Offerings made for 
the community were made "on behalf of the children of Israel" (cf. Num 8:19; 
Neh 1:6). It is this collective that survived the great destructions of 722 and 
586 B.C.E. And this collective called itself Israel. 

The Bible never refers to the God of the Israelites, only to the God of Israel — 
the collective people. The reason for this is that Israel has always been an 
indivisible collective. Thus, the people as constituted in any one point in time 
in the tradition is Israel, the whole people Israel, irrespective of the number of 
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tribes actually represented (if such a thing could ever be established, which, of 
course, it cannot).” 

Not only does the Bible itself refer to God as the God of Israel (implying the 
‘collective’), but also Jews themselves throughout 5 Millennia have maintained 
a consistent, continuing, and constant tradition of self identifying as a 
“Nation”, and NOT as a “tribal affiliation”. What does this mean?  

This means that Jews historically and today selfidentify as “Jews” (i.e. 
Children of Israel). We Jews do not call ourselves “Judah”, or “Judaites”. 
This type of language is foreign to the culture of the Jews from the very 
beginning. No one calls himself an “Ephraimite” within the local Jewish 
communities anywhere in the world. This same tradition applies to any of the 
tribes, (Asher, Dan, Levi, etc…). 

Even Jews today who can trace their family lineage to the descendents of 
Aaron (i.e. Kohanim), do not refer to themselves as “Kohanites”… they simply 
selfidentify as “Jews”, even though technically the word “Jew” comes from the 
word “Judah”, and certainly Levi was a distinct priestly tribe, separate from 
the tribe of Judah. The point is that Jews have not, do not and will not self
identify with tribal distinctions, thus separating themselves from the Nation. 
Therefore, it has been and will be the custom of the Jews to identify with our 
Nation as One Indivisible people – The Jews (i.e. Israel).13 

The doctrine of Black Hebrew Israelites will often argue that after the split of 
the Kingdoms and the demise of the 10 Northern tribes of Israel, the Jews of 
“Judah” never referred to themselves as Israel.  This too is not true.  We even 
see in extraBiblical, historical writings such as 1 Maccabees and 2 Maccabees 
both words are used interchangeably just as Dr. Silberling, Juster & Sedeca 
argue above.   

1 Maccabees 1:11 In those days certain renegades came out from Israel and 
misled many, saying, ‘Let us go and make a covenant with the Gentiles around 
us, for since we separated from them many disasters have come upon us.’ 

                                                           
13 ibid 
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1 Maccabees 1:20 After subduing Egypt, Antiochus returned in the one hundred 
and forty-third year. He went up against Israel and came to Jerusalem with 
a strong force. 

1 Maccabees 1:25  Israel mourned deeply in every community, 

1 Maccabees 1:30 Deceitfully he spoke peaceable words to them, and they 
believed him; but he suddenly fell upon the city, dealt it a severe blow, and 
destroyed many people of Israel. 

2 Maccabees 1:7 In the reign of Demetrius, in the one hundred and sixty-ninth 
year, we Jews wrote to you, in the critical distress that came upon us in those 
years after Jason and his company revolted from the holy land and the kingdom 

2 Maccabees 1:10 [ A Letter to Aristobulus ] The people of Jerusalem and of 
Judea and the senate and Judas, To Aristobulus, who is of the family of the 
anointed priests, teacher of King Ptolemy, and to the Jews in Egypt, Greetings 
and good health. 

2 Maccabees 3:32 So the high priest, fearing that the king might get the notion 
that some foul play had been perpetrated by the Jews with regard to 
Heliodorus, offered sacrifice for the man’s recovery. 

2 Maccabees 4:11 He set aside the existing royal concessions to the Jews, 
secured through John the father of Eupolemus, who went on the mission to 
establish friendship and alliance with the Romans; and he destroyed the lawful 
ways of living and introduced new customs contrary to the law. 

2 Maccabees 4:35 [ Andronicus Is Punished ] For this reason not only Jews, 
but many also of other nations, were grieved and displeased at the unjust 
murder of the man. 

These are only just a few of the countless verses in the intertestamental 
period that give clear evidence that the terminology of “Israel”, “Jews”, “Jewish 
People” are all completely SYNONOMOUS with each other!  There is no 
distinction or separation between the definition of Israel, Jews, Jewish People, 
they all mean the same thing.  They are the physical descendants of Abraham 
who inherited the Land of Israel, where later dispossessed by the Babylonians, 
survived there in Babylon for 70 years, returned with a remnant (members 
from all tribes, including some from the 10 lost Northern tribes), rebuilt 
Jerusalem and the Temple, witnessed the first advent of the Messiah, and were 
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later dispersed by the Romans; scattered over the face of the earth, yet 
remained a distinct people with a culture, religion, language and tradition, 
only to be once again regathered into their own ancestral homeland, and 
recognized legally, as a Sovereign Independent Nation; known today as the 
State of Israel.  Any other definition of Israel, and the Jewish people as being 
someone or something, or some other “nation” is false, and is nothing more 
than another attempt at “Replacement Theology” simply in a new package. 

 

Legitimate African “Black” Jews 

Despite the errors and false teachings of the Black Hebrew Israelites who are 
mostly, and primarily Americans of African descent who at one time were 
“Christians”; and also despite the damage inflicted upon minorities such as 
Black Americans by shysters such as Messer, and the like, there is indeed a 
remnant of Jews who did emigrate to North Africa, and have remained there 
since Biblical times, even to this very day!  The purpose of this position paper 
is to primarily expose and define the false doctrine of Black Nationalism and 
the Black Hebrew Israelite movement; still would not be complete without the 
validation and recognition of real African Jews who have lived as Jews for 
thousands of years, even to this very day in Africa!  In countries such as 
Ethiopia, Egypt, Nigeria and others, there have always been tribal people 
whose ancestors were Jews, and their traditions and lifestyles have been 
preserved for thousands of years.  This does not mean that every person who 
is of African descent is Jewish – NO MORE THAN ANYONE WHO IS WHITE OR 
EUROPEAN IS AUTOMATICALLY “JEWISH”.  Jews come in all different colors, 
dialects, national origin, tongues and unique traditions (not all Jews practice 
exactly the same traditions).  Because being Jewish is not limited to a country, 
a language, a skin color, or a culture, no one can say all Jews are… (black or 
white, or oriental).  Yes, there are even Jews in China!  But that does not mean 
all Chinese people are Jewish! 

The good news is, here at Tikvat Yisrael Messianic Synagogue, we also have 
had wonderful experiences with real African Jews who are our brothers, and 
we partner with them in many ways! 
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There is a rich history of African people in the Bible, some of which became 
part of the Jewish family by marriage!  For example, Moses was married to a 
“Cushite”.14 “Cush or Kush (/kʊʃ, kʌʃ/ Hebrew: ּכּוׁש, Kush) was, according to 
the Bible, the eldest son of Ham, a son of Noah. He was the brother of Canaan 
(land of Canaan), Mizraim (Egypt) and Phut (land of Libya), and the father of 
the biblical Nimrod mentioned in the "Table of Nations" in Genesis 10:6 and I 
Chronicles 1:8. Cush is traditionally considered the eponymous ancestor of the 
people of the "land of Cush," an ancient territory that is believed to have been 
located on either side or both sides of the Red Sea. As such, "Cush" is 
alternately identified in Scripture with the Kingdom of Kush, ancient Sudan, 
and/or the Arabian Peninsula. Cushitic peoples are named after Cush. The 
rhetorical question "Can the Cushite change his skin?" in Jeremiah 13:23 
implies brown skin color.” (Cush (Bible), 18) 

Likewise, the Queen of Sheba, also from Africa, is mentioned in the Bible and 
also married into Israel, via King Solomon.  The Queen of Sheba (Musnad) is a 
figure first mentioned in the Hebrew Bible. In the original story, she brings a 
caravan of valuable gifts for King Solomon. This tale has undergone extensive 
Jewish, Islamic, and Ethiopian elaborations, and has become the subject of one 
of the most widespread and fertile cycles of legends in the Orient. Modern 
historians identify Sheba with the South Arabian kingdom of Saba in present
day Yemen. (Yemen always had a minority of Jews within their nation). The 
queen of Sheba (Hebrew: ַמְלַּכת־ְׁשָבא,  malkatšəḇā in the Hebrew Bible, Koine 
Greek: βασίλισσα Σαβὰ in the Septuagint,[4] Syriac: ܫܒܐ ܡܠܟܬ ,[5] Ge'ez: 
ንግሥተ፡ሳባእ፡[6]) came to Jerusalem "with a very great retinue, with camels 
bearing spices, and very much gold, and precious stones" (I Kings 10:2). 
"Never again came such an abundance of spices" (10:10; II Chron. 9:1–9) as 
those she gave to Solomon. She came "to prove him with hard questions," 
which Solomon answered to her satisfaction. They exchanged gifts, after 
which she returned to her land. (Queen of Sheba, 2019) 

One of the largest populations of Jews in Africa was in Ethiopia.  Beta Israel 
(Hebrew: ֵּביֶתא ִיְׂשָרֵאל, Beyte Yisra'el; Ge'ez: ቤተ እስራኤል, Beta ʾƏsrāʾel, modern 
Bēte 'Isrā'ēl, EAE: "Betä Ǝsraʾel", "House of Israel" or "Community of Israel"), 
also known as Ethiopian Jews (Hebrew: ְיהּוֵדי ֶאְתיֹוְּפָיה: Yehudey Etyopyah; 

                                                           
14 Numbers 12:1 
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Ge'ez: የኢትዮጵያ አይሁድዊ, yeItyoppya Ayhudi), are Jews whose community 
developed and lived for centuries in the area of the Kingdom of Aksum and the 
Ethiopian Empire that is currently divided between the Amhara and Tigray 
Regions of Ethiopia and Eritrea. Most of these peoples have emigrated to 
Israel since the late 20th century. The Beta Israel lived in northern and 
northwestern Ethiopia, in more than 500 small villages spread over a wide 
territory, alongside populations that were Muslim and predominantly 
Christian. Most of them were concentrated in the area around and to the north 
of Lake Tana, in the Gondar region among the Wolqayit, Shire and Tselemt, 
Dembia, Segelt, Quara, and Belesa. 

The Beta Israel made renewed contacts with other Jewish communities in the 
later 20th century. After Halakhic and constitutional discussions, Israeli 
officials decided, in 1977, that the Israeli Law of Return applied to the Beta 
Israel. The Israeli and American governments mounted aliyah operations to 
transport the people to Israel. These activities included Operation Brothers in 
Sudan between 1979 and 1990 (this includes the major operations Moses and 
Joshua), and in the 1990s from Addis Ababa (which includes Operation 
Solomon). 

By the end of 2008, there were 119,300 
people of Ethiopian descent in Israel, 
including nearly 81,000 people born in 
Ethiopia and about 38,500 nativeborn 
Israelis (about 32 percent of the 
community) with at least one parent born 
in Ethiopia or Eritrea. (Beta Israel, 2019) 

One individual among the Beta Israel is a 
friend of our congregation, his name is 
Rabbi Kokeb Gedamu, an Ethiopian 
Messianic Rabbi!  According to his 
ministry website bio of Rabbi Kokeb: 
“Rabbi Kokeb Gedamu and his wife Menalu 
were both born and raised in Ethiopia. 
During the communist uprising in Ethiopia 
they together, fled the country through the 
desert of Sudan. They survived many 

Figure 12 Tikvat's Event African-Jewish Heritage of the 
Bible 
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hardships including the threat of death but God protected and delivered them. 
They lived in Sudan until they were able to enter Egypt. Finally, after seven 
years without a permanent home they made their way to Israel. While in 
Israel Rabbi Kokeb served as chairman of the elders committee, and senior 
pastor of six Messianic Jewish Congregations in Israel. He was then called to 
further his education in Canada where he moved his family and was 
eventually ordained a pastor at the Open Bible Faith Fellowship of Canada. In 
2001 he moved to Philadelphia where he was called by the Messianic Jewish 
community to serve as pastor and started the Congregation Burning Bush of 
Greater Philadelphia. 

His ministry website chronicles the journey of the Gedamu family. It is 
translated into both English and Amharic. His other writings include books on 
the subject of marriage, and also the names of God. 

Kokeb and Menalu have three children, Ruhama, Ebenezer, Tsiona. He and his 
family now reside in the Denver, Colorado area where he and Menalu serve 
the Ethiopian community in the Agape Evangelical Church. He travels 
extensively to both Israel and Ethiopia to oversee operations on a local and 
national level. 

Rabbi Kokeb is an ordained Rabbi of the International Alliance of Messianic 
Congregations and Synagogues (IAMCS) where he serves as regional director 
for Africa. He is also director of the board of operations for Tikvah/Hope, a 
humanitarian aid project of the Messianic Jewish Alliance of America (MJAA).  
He speaks frequently in many congregations throughout the United States and 
abroad to spread the message of what God is doing among the Ethiopian Jews 
in Africa, as well as in Israel. He has a passion for revival, healing and 
deliverance, and teaching the Jewish roots of the Christian faith. 

Rabbi Kokeb sponsors an annual trip to Ethiopia and encourages everyone to 
come see firsthand what God is doing through the ministry of HIIM. (Gedamu, 
2015) 

Tikvat Yisrael Messianic Synagogue considers itself a ministry partner with 
Rabbi Kokeb, we financially support HIIM ministries, and Rabbi Kokeb and 
our own rabbi, Rabbi Eric David Lakatos are personal friends for the last 20+ 
years.  In 2011, we brought Rabbi Kokeb to Cleveland, Ohio for a special event 
honoring AfricanJewish Heritage in the Bible.  We also brought in other 
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Christian scholars such as: professor of New Testament language and 
literature and editor of The Journal of Religious Thought at the Howard 
University School of Divinity, Dr. Cain Hope Felder; who also serves as chair of 
the Ph.D. program and is immediate past chair of the Doctor of Ministry 
program. An author of many books: True to Our Native Land (Augsburg 
Fortress, May, 2007); Troubling Biblical Waters: Race, Class, and Family[2] 
(Orbis Books, 1989) – 16th printing; and The Original African Heritage Study 
Bible (Winston Publishing Company, 1993). Felder holds a Ph.D. and a Master 
of Philosophy degree in Biblical languages and literature from Columbia 
University in New York; a Master of Divinity from Union Theological Seminary 
in New York; a Diploma of Theology from Oxford University, Mansfield College 
in England; a Bachelor of Arts in philosophy, Greek & Latin from Howard 
University in Washington, D.C.; and a diploma from the Boston Latin School.15 
And we also had the honor of hosting Bishop Grant LeMarquand, a Canadian 
Anglican bishop. He is assistant bishop in the Anglican Diocese of Egypt, 
serving as bishop in the Horn of Africa (Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia and 
Somalia), for the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East. A 
graduate of McGill University (1977: B.A. Honours, Religious Studies; 1982: 
S.T.M.; 1998: M.A. New Testament, The Torn Veil in the Synoptic Gospels 
(M.A.). McGill University. 1988. (Directors, N.T. Wright, F. Wisse); Montreal 
Diocesan Theological College / Montreal Institute for Ministry (1983: 
Dip.Min.); Wycliffe College, Toronto (2002: Th.D. New Testament, Thesis: "An 
Issue of Relevance: A Comparative Study of the Story of the Bleeding Woman 
(Mk 5: 2534; Mt 9:2022; Lk 8:4348) in North Atlantic and African Contexts" 
(Director, Ann Jervis). In 2014 he was awarded the honorary degree of D.D. 
from Wycliffe College, Toronto. In 2015 he was granted the status of Emeritus 
Professor of Biblical Studies at Trinity School for Ministry in Ambridge, PA, 
USA.16 We had several local prominent Black Pastors and Bishops from 
various Christian denominations who cosponsored this event with us.  The 
event was a tremendous public display of unity in the Body of Messiah across 
ethnic and cultural lines between Messianic Jews and Christians, and Jews and 
nonJews throughout the city of Cleveland.   

                                                           
15 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cain_Hope_Felder  
16 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grant_LeMarquand  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cain_Hope_Felder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grant_LeMarquand
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Aside from our event here at Tikvat Yisrael, we reached out to the United 
Pastors in Mission17, a local organization of primarily AfricanAmerican 
Christian Pastors here in the city, led by their distinguished President, Dr. 
Larry Macon of the successful Mt. Zion Church of Oakwood Village; to get the 
chance to meet Rabbi Kokeb Gedamu from Ethiopia and Israel.  UPI gave 
Rabbi Kokeb a very warm and welcomed reception and allowed him the 
chance to speak at their regular meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rabbi Eric was also privileged to attend this meeting with Rabbi Kokeb and 
introduce him to our brothers in the Christian community. 

 

Figure 14 Rabbi Kokeb Gedamu (left), Rabbi Eric Lakatos (middle), Dr. Larry Macon (right) 

                                                           
17 https://www.unitehiskingdom.com/  

Figure 13 Rabbi Kokeb speaking at United Pastors in Mission 

https://www.unitehiskingdom.com/
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In addition, to this event, Tikvat 
Yisrael Messianic Synagogue 
over the years has repeatedly 
made efforts to build bridges 
that cross over segregated 
boundaries between color, 
ethnicity and culture.  A couple 
years ago, we teamed up with 
Pastor Luvirt Parker at the 
Christ Community Church, in 

University Heights, which meets in a former synagogue building for a joint 
Passover Seder.  We celebrated the Passover with our Christian brothers in a 
former synagogue building, as the guest of a primarily Black church.  We 
celebrated our unity and love for each other, and a powerful moment came 
when during the Seder, rabbi Eric washed the hands of the Pastor and his 
elders. 

Examples of love and unity such as these display the proof that people do not 
need to construct damaging doctrines in order to give minorities or anyone a 
sense of identity or purpose or belonging.  In Messianic Judaism, we are made 
up of many different people from many differing cultures, traditions, 
ethnicities, languages, and nations.  The Hebrew word for nation is “Goy” (i.e. 
 Israel itself is a nation.  The Bible speaks of Israel and the Nations.  We  .(גוי
learn in Genesis 10 how God separated the nations: 

ֵמֵאֶּלה ִנְפְרדּו ִאֵּיי ַהּגֹוִים,   ה
--ְּבַאְרֹצָתם, ִאיׁש, ִלְלֹׁשנֹו

 ְלִמְׁשְּפֹחָתם, ְּבגֹוֵיֶהם.

5 Of these were the isles of the nations 
divided in their lands, everyone after his 
tongue, after their families, in their 
nations. 

It is the God of Israel who gave us our identity, our identity should always be 
in Him.  God loves each and every individual and each and every Nation that 
He has created, in Love.  We do not get to choose how we are born, what 
nation we are born into, or what color of skin or what language we learn from 
childhood.  It is our Creator who made us who we are, and HE MAKES NO 
MISTAKES.   

Figure 15 Rabbi Eric washing Pastor Parker's hands at the Seder 
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It is the God of Israel who even set the boundaries of all His Nations in the 
entire world, as the Torah says in Deuteronomy 32:8 

ְּבַהְנֵחל ֶעְליֹון   ח
ְּבַהְפִרידֹו ְּבֵני   {ס}  ּגֹוִים,

ַיֵּצב ְּגֻב�ת   {ר}  ָאָדם;
ְלִמְסַּפר ְּבֵני   {ס}  ַעִּמים,

 {ר}  ִיְׂשָרֵאל.

8 When the Most High gave to the 
nations their inheritance, when He 
separated the children of men, He set 
the borders of the peoples according 
to the number of the children of 
Israel. 

It is not our decision to define where the boarders and boundaries of the 
Nation of Israel, as God gave the boundaries of Israel in Numbers 34, and then 
later commands us:  

Deuteronomy 19:14 Tree of Life Version (TLV) 

14 “You must not move your neighbor’s boundary marker that the first 
generations marked out, in the inheritance you will receive in the land 
Adonai your God is giving you to possess. 

It is the God of Israel who sets the boundaries of each and every nation, and it 
is He who gives to each person and family their rightful inheritance.  Just as it 
is absurd to believe that we can change our identity, (no matter how much 
technology advances in sex change operations and hormone therapies, your 
DNA is still a male or female); so it is with the nation you were born into.  Who 
is anyone to say to the Almighty… “you made a mistake when you made me…”. 

Nor is it within our authority to change people “spiritual identities”, as we are 
commanded:  

1 Corinthians 7: 17 Only, as the Lord has assigned to each one, as God has 
called each, let him walk in this way. I give this rule in all of Messiah’s 
communities. 18 Was anyone called when he already had been 
circumcised? Let him not make himself uncircumcised. Has anyone been 
called while uncircumcised? Let him not allow himself to be circumcised. 
19 Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing—but keeping 
God’s commandments matters. 20 Let each one remain in the calling in 
which he was called. 21 Were you called as a slave? Don’t let that bother 
you—but if indeed you can become free, make the most of the 
opportunity. 22 For the one who was called in the Lord as a slave is the 
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Lord’s freedman. Likewise the one who was called while free is Messiah’s 
slave. 23 You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men. 24 
Brothers and sisters, let each one—in whatever way he was called—
remain that way with God. 

Clearly, the Jewish Apostles laid down the ruling from the Ruach Hakodesh 
(Holy Spirit), that Jews are to remain as they are, do not become a Gentile.  
And nonJews are NOT supposed to ‘convert’ to become a Jew.  We all are to 
remain as we are and become one, together in the Body of Messiah, as One 
New Man, as we are taught in the New Covenant:  

Ephesians 2: 11 Therefore, keep in mind that once you—Gentiles in the 
flesh—were called “uncircumcision” by those called “circumcision” 
(which is performed on flesh by hand). 12 At that time you were 
separate from Messiah, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel and 
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God 
in the world. 13 But now in Messiah Yeshua, you who once were far off 
have been brought near by the blood of the Messiah. 14 For He is our 
shalom, the One who made the two into one and broke down the middle 
wall of separation. Within His flesh He made powerless the hostility— 15 
the law code of mitzvot contained in regulations. He did this in order to 
create within Himself one new man from the two groups, making 
shalom, 16 and to reconcile both to God in one body through the cross—
by which He put the hostility to death. 17 And He came and proclaimed 
shalom to you who were far away and shalom to those who were near— 
18 for through Him we both have access to the Father by the same Ruach. 
19 So then you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but you are fellow 
citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household. 20 You have 
been built on the foundation made up of the emissaries and prophets, 
with Messiah Yeshua Himself being the cornerstone.  21 In Him the 
whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple for 
the Lord. 22 In Him, you also are being built together into God’s dwelling 
place in the Ruach. 

There is simply “NO NEED” for these angry doctrines of rage, and 
“replacement theology” that are concocted for the sole reason to imprison and 
control confused and unloved souls, who suffer from an acute case of identity 
crisis.  God has called those who He has called, both from Israel and from the 
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Nations to follow Yeshua His Son, our Messiah who redeemed us from all our 
sin, pain, and suffering.  Our identity is ultimately, in Him! 

May the reader of this position paper remember these words, and take them 
to heart, even if one does not agree with our assessment herein this position 
paper, may we heed this final admonishment:  

Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the mutilation.  For it 
is we who are the circumcision, who worship by the Ruach Elohim and glory in 
Messiah Yeshua and have not depended on the flesh— though I myself might 
have confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he might depend on the 
flesh, I far more— circumcised the eighth day; of the nation of Israel; from the 
tribe of Benjamin; a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the Torah, a Pharisee; as 
for zeal, persecuting Messiah’s community; as for Torah righteousness, found 
blameless. 

But whatever things were gain to me, these I have considered as loss for the sake 
of the Messiah. More than that, I consider all things to be loss in comparison to 
the surpassing value of the knowledge of Messiah Yeshua my Lord. Because of 
Him I have suffered the loss of all things; and I consider them garbage in order 
that I might gain Messiah and be found in Him not having my righteousness 
derived from Torah, but one that is through trusting in Messiah—the 
righteousness from God based on trust. My aim is to know Him and the power of 
His resurrection and the sharing of His sufferings, becoming like Him in His 
death— if somehow, I might arrive at the resurrection from among the dead. 
Not that I have already obtained this or been perfected, but I press on if only I 
might take hold of that for which Messiah Yeshua took hold of me. Brothers and 
sisters, I do not consider myself as having taken hold of this. But this one thing I 
do: forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on 
toward the goal for the reward of the upward calling of God in Messiah Yeshua. 
Therefore, let all who are mature have this attitude; and if you have a different 
attitude in anything, this also God will reveal to you. Nevertheless, let us live up 
to the same standard we have attained.  Brothers and sisters join in following 
my example and notice those who walk according to the pattern you have in us. 
(For many walk who are enemies of the cross of Messiah—I have often told you 
about them, and now I am even weeping as I tell you. Their end is destruction—
their god is their belly and their glory is in their shame. They set their minds on 
earthly things.) 
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For our citizenship is in heaven, 

    and from there we eagerly wait for the Savior, 

    the Lord Yeshua the Messiah. 

He will transform this humble body of ours 

    into the likeness of His glorious body, 

    through the power that enables Him 

    even to put all things in subjection to Himself.18 
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