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Mercy, Mercy Me 
 

Bible Truth: Mercy, Mercy Me (Love Your Enemies) • Matthew 5:43-48 
Bottom Line: Be kind to people who aren’t kind to you. 
Key Question: How can you be kind to people you don’t get along with? 
Memory Verse: “Do to others as you want them to do to you.” Luke 6:31, NIrV 
Life App: Kindness—Showing others they are valuable by how you treat them 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

 
GET READY 
Prepare ahead of time for each preteen Small Group: 
 
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
 
1. Just For Fun 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

• No supplies needed 
 
 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
 
1. Bible Story Extension 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play 
and reenactment 

• Bibles 

• 1-2 Blankets depending on the size of each small group 
 
2. Discussion Questions 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

• No supplies needed 
 
 
3. Make it Personal with Prayer  
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

• Three index cards for every two students 

• Pens 

• One TV or DVD remote with fast forward, pause, and rewind buttons  
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Mercy, Mercy Me 
 

Bible Truth: Mercy, Mercy Me (Love Your Enemies) • Matthew 5:43-48 
Bottom Line: Be kind to people who aren’t kind to you. 
Key Question: How can you be kind to people you don’t get along with? 
Memory Verse: “Do to others as you want them to do to you.” Luke 6:31, NIrV 
Life App: Kindness—Showing others they are valuable by how you treat them 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

 
 

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes) 

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up.  Get ready to experience 
today’s story 
 
Take some time before your students arrive to pray for them. Pray that they would catch the vision of 
treating others like God treats us, that they would understand the concept of loving their enemies and 
treating them with kindness. Pray that they would leave small group with one action step that they could 
do this upcoming week to love their enemies. 
 
1. Just For Fun 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 

• Ask: Would you rather live on a beautiful island with someone you don’t get along with or live in 
a cold, dark cave with your best friend? 

• Another option: If there was a machine that could turn an enemy into a friend, what do you 
think it would look like? What would it be called? How would it work? 

• Let students discuss the answer to the question. 

• Encourage them to ask each other questions about any of the answers they gave. 
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
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Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 
1. Bible Story Extension  
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play 
and reenactment 

 
What You Need: Bible, blanket(s) 
 
What You Do: 

• Acknowledge that we all have people we don’t get along with.  

• Say: “We don’t have to be best friends with everyone we know, but we DO need to treat even 
the people who aren’t kind to us with respect and kindness. Who knows, God might use us to 
play a part in turning someone’s heart around and changing an enemy into a friend.” 

• Ask: “Have you ever watched the kindness of one person turn the unkindness of someone else 
around?  

o Tell about a time when a friend or family member loved you when you were being mean 
and unlovable. How did you feel? 

o Have you ever been kind to someone you didn’t like and then you eventually ended up 
being friends?  

• Fold a blanket so there’s only enough room for all the kids to sit or stand facing one direction 
(You may need to form another team on another blanket if everyone won’t fit).  

• Face the students and read Matthew 5:43, then let the students think of a few reasons why 
responding to our enemies in this way could be a problem.  

• Challenge the students to work together to turn their blanket(s) to face the other direction but 
do so while staying on the blanket the whole time.  

• When they have succeeded in turning the blanket(s), read Matthew 5:44 then let the students 
share reasons why Jesus’ way (showing kindness) is a better way to respond to those who treat 
us badly. 

 
Wrap Up and Say: 
“Turning a blanket around while standing on it took some effort. Turning an enemy into a friend will take 
effort, too. It starts with an act of kindness as you pray for God to turn the heart of an enemy into a 
friend.”  
 

2. Discussion Questions  
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 
Ask:  

• Why do you think people are unkind?  
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• Jesus, the kindest person ever, had enemies. Why was that? What can we learn from His 
example? 

• What’s the big deal about kindness? Why does it matter so much? Why is it worth the effort? 

• What should you do if you are being bullied? What about if you see someone else being 
bullied? 

• If you can’t stop someone from being unkind to you, what should you do?  
 
 
3. Make it Personal with Prayer  
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

 
What You Need: Index cards, pen, TV or DVD remote with fast forward, pause, and rewind button 
 
What You Do: 

• Give partners 3 index cards and pens. 

• Refer to the TV remote and ask students to imagine that it has the power to rewind, pause, or 
fast-forward their lives. 

• Invite them to work with their partners to write each of the following on their index cards: 
o “Rewind” – What’s something you can do to go back and repair a hurt you’ve caused or 

experienced recently? 
o “Pause” – Rather than getting angry or getting even, what’s a better way to respond the 

next time you’re wronged by someone? (For example, pray for someone, do them a 
favor, and so on.) 

o “Fast-Forward” – What’s one way you can show kindness this week? 

• When finished, collect the cards and sit together in a circle, then let partners briefly share what 
they wrote. 

• Hand the remote to the student on your right, then invite him to pray (silently or out loud) using 
ideas discussed earlier. Then, have him pass the remote to the right when he’s done. 

• When the remote is back in your hands, close in prayer. 
 
“Dear Jesus, You know what it’s like to have enemies. You know what it’s like to be hurt, betrayed, 
ignored, made fun of and hated. But more than all of that, You know how to show kindness in the midst 
of an unkind world. Help us to learn from You. Help us follow Your example this week and to treat 
others the way You would treat them and the way we would like to be treated. In Your name we pray, 
Amen.” 
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