
252 Groups   February 2018, Week 3 
   Small Group, Preteen 

 

©2017 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com 
If you change the content of this document, please add to the copyright: Adapted by (your name/organization name/date).  

1 

All the Small Things 
 

Bible Truth: All the Small Things (Least of These) • Matthew 25:35-40 
Bottom Line: Be kind to people who are overlooked. 
Key Question: Have you ever received unexpected kindness? 
Memory Verse: “Do to others as you want them to do to you.” Luke 6:31, NIrV 
Life App: Kindness—Showing others they are valuable by how you treat them 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

 
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
 
1. Just For Fun 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 

• Hula hoop 
 

 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
 
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

• Three hula hoops 

• Paper 

• Pens 
 
2. Verses to Take with You 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 

• Play-Doh®; 1 container for each student 

• Bibles  
 
3. Make it Personal with Prayer  
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

• One container of Play-Doh® 
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All the Small Things 
 

Bible Truth: All the Small Things (Least of These) • Matthew 25:35-40 
Bottom Line: Be kind to people who are overlooked. 
Key Question: Have you ever received unexpected kindness? 
Memory Verse: “Do to others as you want them to do to you.” Luke 6:31, NIrV 
Life App: Kindness—Showing others they are valuable by how you treat them 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

 
 

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes) 

Welcome kids and spend some time engaging in conversation and catching up.  Get ready to 
experience today’s story. 
 
Before your kids arrive for small group, spend some time in prayer. Pray that God would give you eyes 
to see the students in your group in a new way, especially the ones that don’t always get as much 
attention or interaction as others in your group. Ask God to give your students the courage to treat 
everyone around them the way they would want to be treated, especially those whom are often 
overlooked. 
 
1. Just For Fun 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 

 
What You Need: Hula hoop 
 
What You Do: 

• Ask the students to stand in a circle and point to the person across from them, holding their 
hands in that position.  

• Carefully lay the hula hoop over everyone's extended pointer fingers.  

• Explain that their job is to work together to set the hoop on the floor without dropping it.  
o They must keep their fingers pointed straight ahead, touching the hoop only on the 

underneath side.  
o They can’t bend or use any of their other fingers to help it along.  
o If the hula hoop slips off of someone’s finger, everyone must start again. 

 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
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Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 
What You Need: Three hula hoops, paper, pens 
 
What You Do: 

• Set out the hula hoops and designate them as 1, 2, and 3.  

• Place paper, pens, and markers in each hoop. 

• Let students choose one of the following hoops to stand in. 
o Stand in Hoop 1 if you’d like to write a definition of the word “overlooked.” 
o Stand in Hoop 2 if you’d like to make a list of the types of people who are often 

overlooked. (No names) 
o Stand in Hoop 3 if you’d like to write or draw about a time when you or someone you 

know felt overlooked. (No names) 
 

Pro Tip: It’s okay if all the hoops aren’t chosen. Later, as students share, look for opportunities to 
include questions about any of the topics from the hoops no one chose. 
 

• When everyone is in a hoop, ask them to step out and sit around the edge of their hoops with 
their group as they work.   

• After a few minutes, let the teams share their ideas. 
 

 
2. Verses to Take with You 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 

 
What You Need: Bibles (or access to an online Bible source), Play-Doh® 
 
What You Do:  

• Give each student a Bible or let him use a device on which they can find an online Bible source. 

• Ask them to look up Hebrews 6:10 then take turns reading it out loud from their Bibles. If 
possible, compare different translations.  

• Invite them to put the verse into first-person tense as if God is speaking the words directly to 
them. (I am fair. I will not forget what you have done. I will remember the love you have shown 
Me. You showed it when you helped My people. And you show it when you keep on helping 
them.)   

• Initiate thought-provoking questions that will help your students get to the heart of the verse 
and compare it with where their hearts are toward others in need. 

o What do you learn about God from this verse? 
o Name three benefits of living out this verse and being known as someone who includes 

others. 
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o Why do we need to be reminded to show kindness to those who are overlooked? 
o What keeps us from including others?  

 
Pro Tip: Remember that a change of heart in any of your students is done by the work of the Holy 
Spirit. Creative teaching, engaging questions, and relationship-building activities may help to open the 
door of a kid’s heart, but only God’s Spirit can do the work of helping him see a need to change. Pray 
for God’s leading before, during, and after Small Group. God has the power to use you to speak truth 
into the hearts of your preteen students. 
 

• Assign one sentence of Hebrews 6:10 to each of the students then give them a container of 
Play-Doh®.  

• Ask them to shape the dough in a way that illustrates their part of the verse. 

• Close by letting students share their Play-Doh® creations and the meaning behind them. 
 
 
3. Make it Personal with Prayer  
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

 
What You Need: Play-Doh® 
 
What You Do: 

• Say something like: “We all know how great it feels to be included. We also know what it’s like 
to be overlooked. Rewind this past week. Did you ever feel overlooked like one of the hungry, 
cold, or lonely people that Jesus was talking about in today’s lesson? Maybe you felt like 
everyone around you had someone to talk to except for you. It feels so great at times like that 
when someone steps out and makes a connection with you! Let’s pray that God will help you to 
be the kind of kid who isn’t afraid to be friends with those who get overlooked. When you do, 
you’ll leave a mark of kindness on that person.” 

• Sit in a circle and hand a smooth ball of Play-Doh® to one of the students. 

• Invite him to pray a short prayer – silently or out loud – asking for God’s help to see those who 
are overlooked and to be able to leave a mark of kindness on that person’s life in some way this 
week. 

• As each student takes a turn praying, let him press his fingerprint into the dough, leaving a 
distinct mark. 

 
Dear Jesus, You left Your imprint on the lives of everyone You met. You’re still leaving Your mark on 
the world today by using us to meet the needs of those who are often overlooked. We know that every 
time we serve someone else, we’re serving You. Help us to serve You well. Help us to serve You 
unselfishly. Help us to serve You the way You serve us. In Your name we pray, Amen.” 
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