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Pennies for Heaven 
January 28th 

Bible Truth: Pennies for Heaven (The Widow’s Offering) • Mark 12:41-44 
Bottom Line: Practice living for God. 
Key Question: How can you live for God?  
Memory Verse: “Training the body has some value. But being godly has value in every way. It 
promises help for the life you are now living and the life to come.” 1 Timothy 4:8, NIrV 
Life App: Commitment—Making a plan and putting it into practice  
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
Just For Fun 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

• A penny  

 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 

• Masking tape 

• Index cards; at least 18 per small group 

• Pencils or markers 

• Flyswatters; two per each small group 

• Pennies or other type of marker  
 
 
2. Discussion Questions 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

• Bibles 
 
 
3. Make it Personal with Prayer  
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

• “Rebus Verse” Activity Page 
 

http://www.thinkorange.com/


252 Groups   January 2017, Week 4 
   Small Group 4-5 

 

©2017 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com 
If you change the content of this document, please add to the copyright: Adapted by (your name/organization name/date).  

2 

Pennies for Heaven 

Bible Truth: Pennies for Heaven (The Widow’s Offering) • Mark 12:41-44 
Bottom Line: Practice living for God. 
Key Question: How can you live for God?  
Memory Verse: “Training the body has some value. But being godly has value in every way. It 
promises help for the life you are now living and the life to come.” 1 Timothy 4:8, NIrV 
Life App: Commitment—Making a plan and putting it into practice  
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes) 

 
1. Just For Fun 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 
What You Need: A penny 
 
What You Do: 

• Give kids a category. Category examples could be: 
o Sports 
o Songs 
o Books 
o Colors 
o Vegetables 
o Superhero movies 
o Favorite childhood TV characters 

• Spin a penny on a flat surface. 

• Challenge kids to work as a group to name 4 items related to the category before the coin stops 
spinning. 

 
 

Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 

Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 
1. Take a Snapshot  
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 

 
What You Need: Masking tape, index cards, pencils/markers, 2 flyswatters, pennies or other type 
marker 
 
What You Do: 

• Create a 3 x 3 grid on the floor using masking tape.  
o The grid squares should be just large enough to fit an index card in each. 
o Let students work together and help with this. 
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• As a group, brainstorm some places your students go during the week; e.g. home, school, 
soccer field, grandma’s, bus stop, friend’s house, grocery store, church, park, etc.  

• Write each example on an index card and place one index card in each of the squares in the 
3x3 grid.  

o You need 9 examples so that each square on the grid contains one index card.  
o As kids come up with examples of places, ask a couple kids to make another set of 

identical examples (these are the ones that you’ll use to call out which one they should 
try to “slap” with their flyswatters).  

• Divide kids into 2 teams. 

• Give each team a stack of pennies and assign one team to be “heads” and one team to be 
“tails.” 

• Tell students they’ll be playing a version of Tic-Tac-Toe. 

• Give a member on each team a flyswatter. 

• Select a card from the second pile and read it to the group. 

• The first team member to “swat” the square on the grid that matches the card you just read 
gets an opportunity to answer the following question: 

o At (fill in the place listed on the index card), give an example of something God 
would want you to do? What could you do to show others how God wants you to live 
at (fill in the place listed on the index card)? 

• Kids work as a team to answer the question, and once a team gives an example, they place a 
penny in the center of the grid.  

o If the team was assigned “heads,” they place a penny with “heads” side showing. 
Otherwise they place the penny with the “tails” side showing. 

• The first team with 3 pennies in a row wins! (Or if no one gets 3 in a row, the team with the most 
pennies on the grid wins.) 

 
 
2. Discussion Questions 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

What You Need: Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

• Ask:  
o Imagine you have a million dollars and you gave the church $1,000. What affect, if any, 

do you think giving the money would have on your day? What does your gift to the 
church say about your faith and your relationship with God?  

o Now imagine you have $5 and you gave the church $2. What affect, if any, do you think 
giving the money would have on your day? What does your gift to the church say about 
your faith and your relationship with God?  

• Read 1 Timothy 4:8. 

• Ask: 
o What are ways you train your body? What are the benefits of training your body? 
o What does it mean to “be godly”? What is the value of “being godly”? What can you do 

to train to “be godly”?  
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3. Make it Personal with Prayer  
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

What You Need: “Rebus Verse” Activity Page 
 
What You Do: 

• Review the verses from the Rebus Verse Activity Page.  

• Ask: 
o Is there one verse that stands out to you?  
o Do you sometimes struggle with speaking the truth or maybe you find yourself jealous 

and wanting what your friend has?  
o Maybe you want to work on showing kindness? 
o Maybe you like to be positive and you enjoying talking and thinking about good things. 

• Encourage kids to pick a verse and commit time this week to memorizing the verse and doing 
what it says.  

• Close in prayer. 
 
“Dear God, Your ways are perfect! And You gave us Your Word to help teach us how You want us to 
live. Help us this week to live a life You want us to live, to be focused on You and on Your ways, and to 
show the world with the way we act and talk that we trust You no matter what. Amen.” 
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