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Purified in Philippi 

 
Bible Story: Purified in Philippi (Lydia) • Acts 16:11-15 
Bottom Line: God made you to love others. 
Memory Verse: “We are God’s creation. He created us to belong to Christ Jesus. Now we can 
do good works. Long ago God prepared these works for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10, NIrV 
Life App: Uniqueness—discovering who God made you to be so you can make a difference. 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
 
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction  
Early Arriver 

• No supplies needed 
 

I Love You Scroll Much 

• Construction paper 

• Markers 

• Ribbon 

• Scissors 

 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect  
 
1. Stick to the Story (application activity / review the Bible story)  

• Print the “Stick to the Story” Activity Page; 1 for each small group 

• Large sticky notes; 1 for each kid 

• Markers 
 

2. Us and God (memory verse activity) 

• No supplies needed 
 
Prayer 

• No supplies needed  
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Purified in Philippi 

 
Bible Story: Purified in Philippi (Lydia) • Acts 16:11-15 
Bottom Line: God made you to love others. 
Memory Verse: “We are God’s creation. He created us to belong to Christ Jesus. Now we can 
do good works. Long ago God prepared these works for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10, NIrV 
Life App: Uniqueness—discovering who God made you to be so you can make a difference. 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes) 

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience 
today’s story.  
Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group 
for the first time. Pray for kids as they learn how God wants them to love others. Thank God for giving 
all of us the capacity to love others and for giving us so many opportunities to do it. Ask God to help 
kids use their unique abilities to love those around them in a way that only they can! 
 
1. Early Arriver Idea 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 

• Talk about ways we care for others.  

• Ask kids about what makes them feel cared for.  
o Do you feel loved when you get a gift?  
o Or when someone says something nice about you?  
o Or when your parents have a movie night with you?  
o Or when your friend gives you a hug? 

 
 
2. I Love You Scroll Much  
What You Need: Construction paper, markers, ribbon, scissors 
 
What You Do: 

• Have kids make a love note for one of their parents.  

• Cut the construction paper into quarters and let kids write a note to their parent or draw them a 
picture.  

• Then help them roll up the note like a scroll and tie it with a ribbon.  

• Talk about how one way to show people how much we love them is by writing them a note, but 
today we are going to learn about someone who showed her love in another way.   
 

What You Say: 
“I bet your parents are going to love those notes you wrote them. Love notes are one way to show 
people how much you care. [Transition] Today in Large Group, we are going to hear about a 
woman who showed her love in another way.” 
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
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Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 
1. Stick to the Story (application activity / review the Bible story)  
What You Need: “Stick to the Story” Activity Page, large sticky notes, markers  
 
What You Do: 

• Read kids the story from the Activity Page.  

• Give each kid a large sticky notes. 

• Assign each kid to draw one of the people or things from the list on the Activity Page. You may 
need to assign more than one to some kids to make sure all items are covered.  

• If you have more kids than items on the list, let the remaining kids draw other believers from the 
crowd.  

• When kids are finished drawing, stick all the drawings to the table in front of the kids. 

• Ask for two volunteers to tell the story using the drawings as puppets, moving them around as 
the story goes.  

• Let as many pairs retell the story as time and interest allow. (If you have all kindergartners, 
reread the story from the Activity Page as kids move the drawings around and “act out” your 
narration.) 

 
What You Say: 
“Paul, Silas, and Timothy thought they were doing good works by visiting churches, but God had 
something else in mind for them. He wanted the men to go to Europe to tell the people there about 
Jesus. When they got there, Lydia was generous enough to offer them a place to stay because she 
knew that [Bottom Line] God made you to love others. If we aren’t careful, it can be easy to just 
keep doing what we want to do all the time and miss chances to love others. But, because of Lydia’s 
love for God’s messengers, many more people were able to know Jesus. [Make It Personal] (Tell kids 
about a time when someone did something loving for you.) We can follow Lydia’s example by 
showing others love every chance we get.”   
 
 
2. Us and God (memory verse activity) 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 

• Have kids sit on the floor and review Ephesians 2:10 by saying it together.  

• Then instruct kids to listen as you say the verse slowly.  

• When they hear a word that means people (such as “we” and “us”), they should stand up.  

• If they hear a word that means God (such as “God” or “Christ Jesus”), they should sit down.  

• Next, repeat the verse, this time having kids clap when they hear a “people” word and shout 
“Yeah!” when they hear a “God” word.  

• If time and interest allow, you could repeat with jumps and crouches or pointing to themselves 
and then to the sky. 

 
What You Say: 
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“We belong to God. He made us, and we have a connection with Him that cannot be broken. God made 
us each for a purpose, and [Bottom Line] God made you to love others. Because we are made in 
His image, He wants us to show the world what He is like. He wants others to know Him better because 
of what they see us doing and saying.” 
 
 

Pray and Dismiss 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  

• Have kids stand in a circle.  

• Ask each person to think of some ways they can love others.  

• Go around the circle and invite each kid to list one way they can love others. 

• When everyone has had a chance to share, stand up and link arms in the circle.  

• Close with the prayer below.  
 

What You Say: 
“God, thank You for the examples You have shown us in the Bible of people loving others. By seeing 
how these people loved You, we are reminded that You made us to love others. Help us this week to 
love our friends, our family, our teachers, and everyone around us the way You would so that they can 
know what you are like. We love You and thank You for everything You have given us. Amen.” 
 
As adults arrive to pick up, tell them to ask kids if they know anyone who has been to Europe. Tell them 
to also give kids a big hug and ask what love has to do with what they learned today.  
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