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Keep Calm and Respect Others 

August 13th 
Bible Truth: Keep Calm and Respect Others (Don’t Show Favoritism) • James 2:1-4, 8-9 
Bottom Line: You respect God when you respect the people God made. 
Key Question: How can you show respect to everyone?   
Memory Verse: “Show proper respect to everyone.” 1 Peter 2:17a, NIrV 
Life App: Respect—showing others they are important by what you say and do. 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

 
 
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
1. Just For Fun 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

• No supplies needed 
 

 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
 
1. Bible Story Extension 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play 
and reenactment 

• Bibles 

• White nametags or big labels 

• Thin markers or dark pens 

• 1 chair 
  

 
2. Discussion Questions 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

• No supplies needed 
 
 
 
3. Make it Personal with Prayer  
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application  

• No supplies needed 
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Keep Calm and Respect Others 
 

Bible Truth: Keep Calm and Respect Others (Don’t Show Favoritism) • James 2:1-4, 8-9 
Bottom Line: You respect God when you respect the people God made. 
Key Question: How can you show respect to everyone?   
Memory Verse: “Show proper respect to everyone.” 1 Peter 2:17a, NIrV 
Life App: Respect—showing others they are important by what you say and do. 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

 
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes) 

 
1. Just For Fun  
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  

• Ask: Would you rather be a bull rider OR the clown that distracts the bull? 

• Let students discuss the answer to the question. 

• Encourage them to ask each other why they chose the answers they did. 
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
 
 

Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 
1. Bible Story Extension  
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play 
and reenactment 
 

What You Need: Bibles, white nametags or big labels, thin markers or dark pens, one chair  
 
What You Do: 

• Pass out Bibles (or let students use their Bible apps) so that at least every 2 or 3 kids have one 
to share. 

• Ask for volunteers to read James 2:1-4 out loud. (One person could read all 4 verses or if there 
are several people who want to read out loud, they could do 1 or 2 verses each.) 

• See if you can get some volunteers to help you recreate the scene James is describing. (A rich 
man in a chair/good seat and a poor man on the floor.)  

• Ask someone else to create each of the characters a nametag (rich man, poor man). 

• Challenge them to tell you the setting of the story that James wants them to picture. (a meeting, 
synagogue or church, depending on translation and kids’ understanding) 

• Ask someone else to skip down in James 2 and read verses 5, 8, and 9. 
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• See if anyone can put these ideas into their own words.  
o What is James basically saying?  
o What does he want the people to do because they say they follow and love Jesus? 

• Challenge students to get in smaller groups and think of some other settings where people play 
favorites (for example: at school, home, sports teams, or dance). 

o Direct them to create a scene about characters that are playing favorites.  
o Set out the nametags and markers, reminding students not to use people’s real names 

but keep it general (a mom, coach, teacher, a kid, teen). 
o Give them a few minutes to come up with their idea, plan, create nametags, and practice 

their scenes. (Note: they can create props or use things from around your small group 
space.) 

o Encourage them to pick one person in their small group to be the narrator and share 
where the scene is taking place and more about the characters with nametags that are 
involved.  

• Let groups take turns sharing their scenes. After each group presents, challenge the rest of the 
group to come up with an alternative ending.  

o Ask: “How could we ‘flip this script’ to be more in line with what James is saying in the 
Scripture?” 

• After all groups have presented, ask students what they noticed about all the scenes.  
o Were there any patterns?  
o Did anything stand out? 

 

2. Discussion Questions  
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 
Ask:  

• Why do we play favorites? 

• Why do you think we play favorites based on how people look especially? 

• Where do you see people playing favorites most? (No specific names so we aren’t gossiping—
keep it general.) 

• How does that make you feel?  

• How does it make other people in the situation feel?  

• Why else do you think parents, teachers, and coaches “play favorites” among kids? 

• What do you think should happen instead?  
 
 
3. Make it Personal with Prayer  

[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application  
 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
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What You Do: 

• Encourage students to think of one place or time when they tended to play favorites with other 
people.  

 
Before they leave, ask them to pause and close their eyes so that you can pray and send them out. 
 
“Dear Jesus, today we talked about how you want us to treat everyone the same because God made 
them, too. It’s hard to do sometimes, but we love You and want to become more like You. So help us to 
love our neighbors, all the people around us, just as much as we love ourselves. You say this is doing 
what’s right. We want to be different and stand out. Help us to not to play favorites with people. In Your 
name we pray, amen. 
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