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Keep Calm and Respect Others 
August 13th 

Bible Story: Keep Calm and Respect Others (Don’t show favoritism principle) •  
James 2:1-4, 8-9 

Bottom Line: You respect God when you respect the people God made. 
Memory Verse: “Show proper respect to everyone.” 1 Peter 2:17a, NIrV 
Life App: Respect—showing others they are important by what you say and do. 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

 
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction  
Early Arriver 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

• No supplies needed 
 

What’s Your Favorite? 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

• No supplies needed 
 
 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect  
 
1. Bible Code  
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery 

• Mobile device 

• White board 

• Dry-erase markers 

• Print the “Morse Code” Activity Page; 1 for each small group 

• Print the “Bible Code Cards” Activity Page and cut the cards apart; 1 card for each kid  

• Bibles 
 
2. Who’s Your Neighbor?  
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play 
and reenactment 

• Container of props, based off the activity scenarios (provide some or all of the following 
supplies; or create your own story scenarios based on what is easiest to provide): 

o Hair net, food tray, paper plate, plastic food, glasses, pitcher, container of blocks or 
LEGOs®, ball, pretend paper sack lunches (3-4), tablecloth, paper, tape, 3 chairs or 
stools, etc. 

Prayer 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

• No supplies needed 
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Keep Calm and Respect Others 
 

Bible Story: Keep Calm and Respect Others (Don’t show favoritism principle) •  
James 2:1-4, 8-9 

Bottom Line: You respect God when you respect the people God made. 
Memory Verse: “Show proper respect to everyone.” 1 Peter 2:17a, NIrV 
Life App: Respect—showing others they are important by what you say and do. 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

 
 

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes) 

 
1. Early Arriver Idea 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 

• Engage kids in conversation. Use the optional questions below to facilitate discussion.  
o What does “favorite” mean? What is your favorite book? movie? song? 
o If you could create your favorite place to visit, what would it look like? What could you do 

there? What would you eat? Would it be warm or cold? 
 
 
2. What’s Your Favorite? 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 

• Gather kids together; the more kids participating in this activity the better. (If you have multiple 
groups in one room, consider doing this activity with all the kids in the room.) 

• Tell kids you’re going to ask, “What is your favorite ______?” and then they will fill in the blank. 
Options could include: color, sport, subject in school, food, animal, etc. 

• As soon as you ask the question, kids call out their answers all at the same time and attempt to 
locate other kids in the room with the same answer. 

• Kids with the same answer group together. 

• As soon as groups form, ask another “What is your favorite ______” question.  

• After you have asked the question several times, ask for a volunteer to provide the category for 
the next question and then repeat the game.  

• Play with a few different categories as time and interest allow. 
 
What You Say: 
“We had a lot of different favorites. And it is okay to have favorite things, like a favorite fruit or favorite sport 
or book. [Transition] However, when it comes to people, God has something to say about picking 
favorites. Let’s head to Large Group to hear what it is.”   Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
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Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 

Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 
1. Bible Code 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery 

 
What You Need: White board, dry-erase markers, “Morse Code” Activity Page, “Bible Code Cards” 
(Activity Page), Bibles, mobile device 
 
What You Do: 

• Show kids an example of communicating using Morse code. Do an Internet search for a video 
example of Morse code and show it to the group. Can anyone tell you what form of 
communication this is? (Note: If you don’t have access to the internet, use the “Morse Code” 
Activity Page for an example of what Morse code looks like.) 

• Explain that Morse code uses a series of pulses or rhythms to communicate messages.  
o A short pulse is called a “dot” and is represented by the sound “DIT.” 
o A long pulse is called a “dash” and is represented by the sound “DAH.” (Be sure when 

you say “DAH” is lasts about three seconds).  
o For visual learners, when you say “DIT,” snap your fingers, and when you say “DAH,” 

clap your hands. 

• Check your stack of “Bible Code Cards” and ensure that you have enough cards to give one to 
each kid AND that each card’s match is in the stack.  

• Then place the stack of Bibles in the center of the circle and hand out a “Bible Code Card” to 
each kid. (If you don’t have an even number of kids, participate in the activity yourself.) 

• Let kids look at their cards and give them a couple minutes to practice their rhythms by 
snapping their fingers and saying “DIT” for the dots and by clapping and saying “DAH” for the 
dashes. 

• Provide assistance to anyone who is struggling. 
 

• Explain that the Bible is one way God communicates to us and each kid has part of a code to 
find a message God has for us about showing favoritism.  

• When you say, “GO,” kids will continue doing their rhythm (on repeat) and use it to find the 
person who shares their same rhythm.  

• Once they have located their partner (or group if there are more than 10 kids), they combine the 
information on their cards (one card has the book of the Bible and the other card has the 
chapter/verse reference) and look up their verse together. 

• Let the pairs take turns reading their verse aloud to the group. 
 
What You Say: 
“What did all the verses have in common? (Love your neighbor as yourself.) It is very important to God 
how we treat each other. I think that is why He tells us so many times in the Bible to love our neighbors 
and to treat others the way we would want to be treated. Everyone is important to God and how you 
treat people matters to God; it is important to God that you love and respect people who are different 
from you. Maybe they talk different from you or dress different from you. Maybe they believe different 
things than you believe or don’t like the same things you like. [Bottom Line] You respect God when 
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you respect the people God made. God made all of us in His image and He loves us all. When you 
decide not to pick favorites, and when you decide to show everyone they are important, you are 
showing God respect. 
 
 
2. Who’s Your Neighbor? 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play 
and reenactment 

 
What You Need: Container of props 
 
What You Do: 

• Read the scenarios below and kids act out what respect would look like or sound like.  
o If kids are stuck, ask questions to help them come up with a respectful solution.  
o Try not to tell them exactly how to act out the solutions.  
o Each scenario has potential guidelines you can use, if necessary, to prompt kids. 
o Also, help kids figure out how to let everyone participate at some point as the activity 

progresses. Keep them from letting 1 or 2 kids dominate the activity. 
 
SCENARIOS: 

- Put on a hairnet and fill a tray with a plate and pretend food. As you are getting the tray ready, 

explain to the kids there is a volunteer who works in the lunch line. She is so nice to you every 

day. She always smiles and says hi as you go through the lunch line. She remembers you love 

mashed potatoes so she always gives you an extra scoop of potatoes on mashed potato day. 

Act the role of the nice volunteer and as you hand a kid the tray with extra mashed potatoes, 

encourage him to act out what RESPECT look likes as he takes the tray. 

- Now set up a few glasses in front of you. As you are setting the glasses up and pretending to fill 

them with imaginary milk, begin to speak. Explain to the kids that the volunteer who gives you 

your drink at lunch is not friendly at all. She never smiles; she doesn’t even look at you. And she 

always gives you chocolate milk and you hate chocolate milk. Act the role of the unfriendly 

volunteer and as you hand a kid the tray with chocolate milk, encourage him to act out what 

RESPECT looks like as he takes the tray. 

- Lay out a tablecloth or blanket. Give a paper sack to several kids. Explain that the kids are 

eating lunch with their friends; they have known each other since kindergarten and they are 

trying to figure out what to do at recess. Guide them to sit down and unpack their lunches and 

pretend to eat. Encourage them to have a “lunchtime” conversation. As they are role playing, 

write on a piece of paper, “New Kid” and stick it to your shirt. Grab a lunch sack and wander 

around looking for a place to sit down and eat. See if any of the kids show you, the “New Kid,” 

RESPECT. If necessary, prompt them to act out what RESPECT looks like to a new kid at your 

school who doesn’t know anyone. 

- Now lunch is over. You are at recess. Hand kids a ball. Three of your friends want to play 

kickball and three kids you don’t know well want to play four-square. You only have one ball. 

Encourage them to act out what RESPECT looks like as they work out what to do at recess with 

kids they don’t know well.  
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- Place three chairs in a row. You and your friend are sitting on the bus discussing which Mega 

Pokémon card is your favorite when a girl who gets on your nerves sits down next to you and 

starts talking. Feel free to play the role of the annoying person and just start asking them 

questions or telling irrelevant stories. Encourage the kids to act out what RESPECT looks like 

when dealing with annoying people.  

- You have a friend over after school. Dump a bunch of blocks on the floor. You and your friend 

are building a fortress and having a great time. Your little brother wants to play but you know he 

isn’t very good at putting blocks on the tower without knocking the whole thing over. Encourage 

the kids to act out what RESPECT looks like in this situation.  

 
What You Say: 
“Great job coming up with ways to show respect! Sometimes you will be in situations where you will 
need to show respect to someone who isn’t really all that friendly. And when you show them respect, 
you are showing God respect. There are many times you show respect to your friends but there will be 
times you need to show respect to people you don’t really know that well, like the new kid in your class. 
And when you show them respect, you are showing God respect. Everyone matters to God and He 
loves everyone and He asks us to show others they are important by what we say and do. Remember, 
[Bottom Line] you respect God when you respect the people God made.” 
 
[Make It Personal] (Share a story about when someone who didn’t know you well showed you 
respect. Maybe you were struggling to carry your groceries and they offered to help. Maybe you 
were new to a Bible study that had been meeting for years and the members made you feel 
welcomed. Maybe you broke your arm and your neighbor shoveled your driveway for you. Or 
maybe you just moved and a neighbor stopped by to introduce themselves to you.) 
 
 
Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  

• Ask kids to name some of the people in their lives, such as: teachers, parents, friends, 
teammates, kids in their class, etc. 

• Pray with the kids. 
 
What You Say: 
“God put a lot of people in our lives. One way to show respect to God is to pray for the people God 
made. This week, spend some time praying for the people around you. Maybe you know someone who 
is sick; you might ask God to help them. Maybe your friend is moving; you can pray for God’s peace as 
they adjust to a new home. Maybe you know someone who is traveling or taking a trip; you might want 
to pray for safety. Maybe you know someone who drives you nuts and it is hard to be around them; you 
might want to pray for patience so you can show them respect. People matter to God and people 
matter to us. [Bottom Line] You respect God when you respect the people God made. Let’s pray. 
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“God, You love us all so much! We are important to You! You want to hear from us and You want to be 
with us now and forever. Help us show others they are important by what we say and do. Open our 
eyes to see opportunities to show people respect because we know when we respect the people You 
made, we respect You. We love You! Amen.” 
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