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Planting a Virus 
 

Bible Story: Planting a Virus (Haman’s Plot Against the Jews) • Esther 3; 4:8b; 5:6-10; 6:6-11; 
7:1-6, 9b-10 
Bottom Line: When you lie to help yourself, you hurt yourself instead. 
Memory Verse: “Anyone who lives without blame walks safely. But anyone who takes a 
crooked path will get caught.” Proverbs 10:9, NIrV 
Life App: Honesty—Choosing to be truthful in whatever you say and do 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

 
 
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction  
A Truth and a Silly Thing 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 

• No supplies needed 

 

 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect  
 
1. Esther the Hero 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and 
reenactment 

• Print the “Story Script” Activity Page; one for each small group 
 

* 2. Boomerangs 
[Live for God | Application Activity]  
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery 

• Boomerangs; one for each kid; choose one of the following options: 
o Buy white plastic boomerangs from a discount retailer such as Oriental Trading®; you 

can find 48 for $14 here: http://bit.ly/2nrkfvq. 

• Permanent Markers  

• Cue up a YouTube® video on your smartphone or tablet of a boomerang being thrown. Choose 
your video based on the shape of the boomerangs you’re using. Here are some options: 
https://youtu.be/UNyK4oGkCDE or https://youtu.be/I-a5Tqg6iVI.  

 
Prayer 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

• Kids’ boomerangs from the “Boomerangs” activity 
 

http://www.thinkorange.com/
http://bit.ly/2nrkfvq
https://youtu.be/UNyK4oGkCDE
https://youtu.be/I-a5Tqg6iVI
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Planting a Virus 
 

Bible Story: Planting a Virus (Haman’s Plot Against the Jews) • Esther 3; 4:8b; 5:6-10; 6:6-11; 
7:1-6, 9b-10 
Bottom Line: When you lie to help yourself, you hurt yourself instead. 
Memory Verse: “Anyone who lives without blame walks safely. But anyone who takes a 
crooked path will get caught.” Proverbs 10:9, NIrV 
Life App: Honesty—Choosing to be truthful in whatever you say and do 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

 

 
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes) 

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience 
today’s story.  

 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to help kids be honest in everything 
they say and do, including small moments when they just want to fit in and make friends. Pray that kids 
would see the value in being honest with not just the big things but the small things as well.  
 
1. A Truth and a Silly Thing 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 

• Play a game similar to “Two Truths and a Lie” that’s called “A Truth and a Silly Thing.”  

• Explain how the game works:  
o One person says one true thing about themselves and one silly thing about themselves 

that’s not true.  
o Then the others guess which one is the truth and which is the silly thing. 

• Start the game yourself.  

• Make your two things simple, like: “Chocolate is my favorite food. Prince Hans is my favorite 
character in Frozen.” 

• If kids have trouble coming up with things to say, feel free to help them out with prompts like: 
What’s your favorite food? What’s your least favorite movie? How many brothers or sisters do 
you have? 

 
What You Say: 
“Those were some silly things, but some of them weren’t truthful, were they? Nope. It was fun to do that 
in a game, but it’s not fun in real life. [Transition] Let’s go to Large Group, where we’ll find out 
some more about how it’s important to be truthful.” 
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
 

 

http://www.thinkorange.com/
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Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 
* 1. Esther the Hero 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and 
reenactment 

 
What You Need: “Story Script” Activity Page 
 
What You Do: 

• Guide the kids to sit in a circle.  

• Lead them to count off as ones, twos, and threes. 
o Ones will be Esther. When they hear her name in the story, they will strike a superhero 

pose. 
o Twos will be Haman. When they hear his name in the story, they will cross their arms 

and look mean. 
o Threes will be King Xerxes. When they hear his name in the story, they sit up as straight 

as they can, make a circle with their hands, and place them on top of their head, as if 
they’re wearing a crown. 

• After making the assignments, give kids a moment to practice.  
o Call out Esther, Haman, and King Xerxes a couple times each and prompt kids to stand 

and do their pose accordingly. 
o After each group does their pose, they should quickly sit back down to allow for the next 

group to do their pose. 

• After practicing, read the “Story Script.”  
o You might need to briefly pause after saying the names so kids have time to pose.  
o After doing their pose, they should quickly sit back down so the story can keep moving 

forward. 

• After the story, ask the kids who the hero was in the story. Ask who the villain (or bad guy) was 
in the story. 

 
What You Say: 
“Esther was the hero in today’s story, because she risked her life for her people. Haman was the villain, 
because he lied in order to try to make himself look good and to hurt a lot of other people. But it didn’t 
work, did it? He got caught, and he got hurt instead. [Bottom Line] When you lie to help yourself, 
you hurt yourself instead. This can happen to us too. [Make It Personal] (Tell an age-appropriate 
story about a time you lied to help yourself, and it came back to bite you.) That SO did not work 
out well for me. I should have told the truth from the beginning. I hope you will learn from my example—
and from Haman’s—and choose to be truthful in whatever you say and do.” 
 

http://www.thinkorange.com/
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2. Boomerangs 
[Live for God | Application Activity]  
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery 

 
What You Need: Boomerangs, permanent markers, video 
 
What You Do: 

• Hand out the boomerangs and set out the markers. 

• Instruct kids to color their boomerangs however they wish. 

• Ask if anyone knows what a boomerang is and what it does. 

• Explain that when you throw a boomerang correctly, it should come right back to you. 

• Show kids the video of the boomerang being thrown correctly.  

• Explain that theirs likely won’t come right back to them, since they’re beginners and their 
boomerangs aren’t high quality, but they can still try. 

• If you’re using cardstock or cardboard boomerangs, and you have a large space or can go 
outside, feel free to let kids try out their boomerangs. 

 
What You Say: 
“Does anybody know why we’re using boomerangs today? (Pause for responses.) It’s because they go 
along with our Bottom Line: [Bottom Line] When you lie to help yourself, you hurt yourself 
instead. What that basically means is that a lie will come right back to you. You send it out to help you, 
but it comes back to hurt you, just like a boomerang goes out and comes right back. Let’s use these 
boomerangs as a reminder to always be honest and not lie to help ourselves.” 
 
 

Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

 
What You Need: Kids’ boomerangs from the “Boomerangs” activity 
 
What You Do:  

• Ask kids to hold their boomerangs and close their eyes. 

• Instruct them to silently ask God to help them be honest, so they won’t hurt themselves by being 
untruthful. 

• Give kids another 10-20 seconds to pray about anything they wish. 
 
What You Say: 
“I want you to take your boomerangs home with you as a reminder to be honest. But I want you to 
promise not to throw them while you’re inside this building, and then follow your parents’ rules about 
when and where you can use them, okay? (Pause.) Great! Now go out there and choose to be truthful 
in whatever you say and do!”   
 
 
As adults arrive to pick up, tell them to ask kids why they have boomerangs. 

http://www.thinkorange.com/
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