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Planting a Virus 
 

Bible Story: Planting a Virus (Haman’s Plot Against the Jews) • Esther 3; 4:8b; 5:6-10; 6:6-11; 
7:1-6, 9b-10 
Bottom Line: When you lie to help yourself, you hurt yourself instead. 
Memory Verse: “Anyone who lives without blame walks safely. But anyone who takes a 
crooked path will get caught.” Proverbs 10:9, NIrV 
Life App: Honesty—Choosing to be truthful in whatever you say and do 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

 
 
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction  
Early Arriver 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

• No supplies needed 
 

 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect  
 
1. The Untruthful Return  
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body  

• Boomerangs; one for every kid  

• Markers (provide colored permanent markers if purchasing plastic boomerangs) 

• Stickers for decoration 

• Masking tape 

• Optional: Smart phone or tablet for looking up videos of boomerangs 
 
 
2. Caught in Truth  
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 

• Memory verse poster board from Weeks 1 and 2 

• Print the “Caught in Truth” Activity Page and cut apart; one cutout for each kid  

• Scissors 

• Markers 

• Glue sticks 
 
Prayer 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

• No supplies needed 
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Planting a Virus 
 

Bible Story: Planting a Virus (Haman’s Plot Against the Jews) • Esther 3; 4:8b; 5:6-10; 6:6-11; 
7:1-6, 9b-10 
Bottom Line: When you lie to help yourself, you hurt yourself instead. 
Memory Verse: “Anyone who lives without blame walks safely. But anyone who takes a 
crooked path will get caught.” Proverbs 10:9, NIrV 
Life App: Honesty—Choosing to be truthful in whatever you say and do 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

 

 
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes) 

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience 
today’s story.  

 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to help kids be honest in everything 
they say and do, including small moments when they just want to fit in and make friends. Pray that kids 
would see the value in being honest with not just the big things but the small things as well.  
 
 
1. Early Arriver Idea 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 

• Share two statements about yourself: one true and one false. 

• Let a volunteer guess which statement is true and which one is false. 

• Then let kids share two statements: one true and one false. 

• Let their peers guess the validity of the statements. 
 
 

Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 

Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 
1. Untruthful Return 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 

 
What You Need: Boomerangs, masking tape, markers, stickers, scissors, smartphone or tablet 
(optional) 
 
What You Do: 

• Encourage your few to decorate their boomerangs with markers and stickers. 

• If choosing to do so, show kids a video or two of how a real boomerang is supposed to work. 

http://www.thinkorange.com/


252 Groups   May 2018, Week 3 
   Small Group, 2–3  

©2018 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com 
If you change the content of this document, please add to the copyright: Adapted by (your name/organization name/date).  

3 

• Kids’ boomerangs almost certainly won’t “return” like a real boomerang, so divide the group into 
two teams.  

• If possible, go outside to an open field or to a big open room (such as a gym) with high ceilings.  

• Use masking tape to mark two lines about 20-25 feet apart. 

• Let one team start by throwing their boomerangs toward the other team on the line across from 
them. 

• That team then retrieves the boomerangs and throws them back. 

• Encourage kids to pretend their boomerangs are actually returning. 

• Allow teams to take turns switching roles, and continue as time and interest allow. 
 
What You Say: 
 “The cool thing about real boomerangs is they are created to always return to you. When we lie to 
make ourselves look better, it’s kind of like this boomerang. That lie we didn’t think was THAT big of a 
deal returns back and hurts us in the end. [Make It Personal] (Share a personal story from a time 
you were untruthful and hurt yourself in the end.) This week and always, I want you to keep this 
boomerang to remind you [Bottom Line] when you lie to help yourself, you hurt yourself instead.”  
 
 
2. Caught in Truth 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 

 
What You Need: Memory verse poster board, “Caught in Truth” cutouts from the Activity Page, 
markers, glue sticks, scissors 
 
What You Do: 

• Ask kids if anyone knows the memory verse without looking. Allow a few to say the verse aloud 
from memory.  

• Encourage kids to sit in a circle as you bring out the memory verse poster board from previous 
weeks. 

• Hand out the “Caught in Truth” cutouts, scissors, glue sticks, and markers. 

• Give kids a couple minutes to cut out their person outline, write their name on it, and decorate it 
with clothes or fun doodles. 

• As kids finish, they can glue their person inside and underneath the web on the memory verse 
poster.  

 
What You Say: 
“Not only do our lies create a messy web, but in the end we will also get caught up just like our memory 
verse says. Whether you have good reasons, or you are lying to hurt someone, being dishonest always 
hurts you, too, in the end. [Bottom Line] When you lie to help yourself, you hurt yourself instead. 
When you’re tempted to lie, think about how it might come back around to you. You want to protect the 
other person AND yourself too.” 
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Prayer 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  

• Encourage your few to sit in a circle together 

• Ask your group to close their eyes and think about a time when they’ve been dishonest. 

• With their eyes still closed, encourage them to silently pray and ask God’s forgiveness. 

• Ask kids to open their eyes.  
o Explain that we all mess up every day and that no one’s perfect.  
o Tell kids that God wants what’s best for us and will always forgive us when we mess up. 

 
What You Say: 
“Dear God, we come to you today with thankful hearts and lots of praise! We understand that there are 
times when we have messed up and have chosen to be untruthful. But, even in the midst of those bad 
choices, You still love us and forgive us. We are so grateful for the good path You have given us and 
worship You for the amazing and kind God You are! In Jesus’ name, amen!” 
 
 
As adults arrive to pick up, have each kid display their boomerang. Prompt kids to tell adults what else 
comes back to us like a boomerang, as you remind them of today’s Bottom Line: [Bottom Line] When 
you lie to help yourself, you hurt yourself instead. 
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