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PLAN TO RELAUNCH LIVE WORSHIP 
AT LIBERTY CORNER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Resources 

1. Federal Guidelines:  Opening Up America Again 
2. CDC Interim Guidance for Communities of Faith 
3. 24 Questions Your Church Should Answer Before People Return (Ken Braddy) 
4. Reopening the Church:  A Discussion on Leading After Covid-19 (William 

Vanderbloemen) 

Governing Principles 

1. Our mission is to make disciples who make disciples. Worship, discipleship 
groups, and fellowship are key elements of that mission, whether live or online.   

2. We prioritize the safety and health of our congregation and staff, giving special 
consideration to the most vulnerable. According to the CDC, people at higher risk 
for severe disease include anyone age 65 or over, and people of any age with 
underlying medical conditions such as chronic lung, liver, or kidney disease, 
serious heart conditions, compromised immune systems, and diabetes.  

3. We will adhere to federal, state, and local guidelines. 
4. We trust the wisdom of medical science and professionals.  
5. We respect that different people have different feelings of safety or anxiety.  
6. We will stay informed on current Covid-19 trends in our area and nation. 
7. We will pray with faith that God heals, and God is in charge over all.  

Preparing Facilities for Relaunching Live Worship 

1. Our custodians will have completed a deep cleaning of our worship spaces 
before relaunching live worship. 

2. Hand wipes and sanitizers will be placed at intervals in public areas (bathrooms, 
hallways, and entrances). 

3. We will direct people to enter the Sanctuary and Center Court by one main 
entrance each. They may exit by other doors. We will encourage one-way 
movement throughout the campus where possible.  

4. Greeters will open entrance doors at the appropriate times, so people do not 
have to touch the handles. 

5. At each entrance we will have a table with hand sanitizer, masks, and signs 
inviting people to participate online if they are at risk or not feeling 100% 
healthy.  

6. In the Sanctuary, we will invite people to sit in every other pew. In Center Court, 
the chairs will be spaced widely, as we did just prior to quarantine. 

7. Signage will be placed throughout the facilities reminding people of social 
distancing, general hygiene, and the risk to vulnerable individuals. 
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8. In both worship spaces, offering plates will be placed at each exit. We will 
promote this offering in worship services, and will continue to encourage bank 
drafts and to utilize online giving.   

9. The bathrooms near Center Court and in Douglas Hall will be open.  Sanitizing 
equipment and supplies will be placed at each bathroom. We will post signs 
encouraging handwashing, and to invite people to open doors with a paper 
towel. We will place trash cans outside the doors to dispose of paper towels.  

10. During this transitional season, no food or beverages will be available—we can 
communicate this as a fast. We will encourage people to chat outside as weather 
permits, maintaining social distance.  

11. We will avoid handing out printed materials. We may post a traditional bulletin 
online, which users can print or display on phones or tablets.  

12. We will not produce Connections (the announcement sheet) during this 
transitional time, but will continue emailing Weekly Update.  

Volunteers 

1. We will recruit a medical professional for each service to review preparations 
and implementation, so we may continue to improve these guidelines.  

2. We will recruit greeters who are not in high-risk categories (identified by the 
CDC, above). Greeters will be asked of their health before serving by that 
worship service’s coordinator (Sharon Lawton or Bill Stauffer).  

3. Greeters will stand outside the Sanctuary and Center Court main entrances. They 
will both welcome people and reinforce our traffic flow and health guidelines.  

4. Offering counters will count on Monday, to provide for a day for the virus to die 
on the paper.  

Worship Services 

1. Online services will continue each week. We will explore moving to live 
streaming as soon as we relaunch live worship.  

2. We will continue a traditional service at 9:15 and a contemporary service at 
10:30. Services will aim to last no more than 50 minutes. 

3. Members of same household can sit together; however, social distancing must be 
maintained with other congregants. 

4. Since the choir loft does not allow for social distancing, there will be no choir 
during this transition period. (We may have soloists or small ensembles.) The 
contemporary praise team will observe social distancing.  

5. We will have limited congregational singing, while wearing masks. There will be 
no comments about how masks may improve singing quality.  

6. We will not have a greeting time during the service. We will encourage social 
distancing, which means refraining from hugs, handshakes, etc.  

7. Communion will not take place during the initial startup period. When we 
resume communion, we will consider distributing single-serve disposable 
containers.  
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8. Congregants will be asked to participate in the offering by donating in a drop-
box as they leave each service. 

9. In the transition period, children will be welcome in worship. No childcare, 
Sunday school, or Faith Café will be offered. 

10. In the transition period, people are welcome to give prayer requests, but no one-
on-one prayer will take place after services. 

11. The pastors will dismiss the congregation by sections with the ushers’ guidance. 
12. All worshipers will be required to wear masks during worship services. For 

vocal clarity, those speaking at the front may remove their mask during their 
speaking, and replace it afterward.  

Communication 

1. A paper letter and email update will be sent to the LCPC family, highlighting the 
details involved in opening the church for worship. This information will also 
appear on the church website and Facebook page. 

2. We will encourage the following individuals not to attend:  
a. Those who have any symptoms of coronavirus – fever over 100 degrees, 

cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, chills, repeated shaking 
with chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat, new loss of taste or smell, 
abdominal pain, nausea, or diarrhea. 

b. Those who fall into a high risk category according to the CDC, as 
identified above.  

c. Those who are or have recently been sick. 
3. We will encourage participants to bring their own masks. Masks will also be 

available on the welcome table by each entrance.  
4. Greeters will open exterior entrances 20 minutes prior to each service. 
5. Greeters will inform members about welcome stations and guidelines.  
6. We will highlight these guidelines in each service, and request patience and 

prayers as we work through these targeted and temporary measures while 
relaunching our live worship services. 

7. We will welcome people to donate via bank draft, online giving, or in service.  
8. We will prepare signage for hallways, entrances, exits, and bathrooms. 
9. We will alert the Basking Ridge Police Department. 

Implementation 

1. Sent to staff, session, trustees, and deacons for feedback (May 13, 2020) 
2. Approved by Session (May 18, 2020) 
3. Recruit and train volunteers (June 2020) 
4. Restart worship services (Target date: two weeks after permission by state 

leadership.) 
 


