
Stephen Is Faithful- Lesson 10, May 16, 2021 
 
 

1. How Hard Is It to Be Faithful? 
Put painter’s tape or a string along the floor.  If using tape, mark on end #1 and the other end 
#10.  Have your child stand close to the line.  Say: Let’s think about situations that require us to 
be faithful.  I’ll name one and you stand on the line.  If you think it requires a lot of faithfulness, 
stand close to the 10.  If you think it requires only a little faithfulness, stand close to the 1. 

• Playing an instrument. 
• Keeping your promises. 
• Doing your chores. 
• Being a student. 
• Playing on a team. 
• Being a friend. 
 

Ask: Why do you need to be faithful when playing an instrument or playing on a team? 
         Why do you need to be faithful when keeping your promises? 
Say: Let’s open the Bible and see what it says about being faithful to God. 
 
 

2. Bible: Acts 6:8-15; 7:51-60; 8:1a 
Bible background: Stephen was one of the men chosen to help carry out the ministry of the 
church in Jerusalem.  He was “full of God’s grace and power” and was actively engaged in 
preaching the gospel.  Stephen’s message also showed that because of Jesus’ sacrifice, the 
temple and its sacrifices were not enough to reconcile sinful people to a holy God.  This 
message was strongly opposed by many Jesus since the temple was the center of their worship.  
The “Synagogue of the Freedmen” was made up of Jews who had migrated to Jerusalem from 
North Africa and the province of Asia in modern Turkey, and its members were among 
Stephen’s most vocal critics.  Unable to refute the gospel message, they resorted to false 
witnesses to bring charged against him to the Sanhedrin (the Jewish ruling council).  As the 
charges were made, Stephen’s face reflected the peace of someone who knows the comfort of 
God’s presence. 
 
As Stephen defended his message, he reminded the members of the Sanhedrin that God had 
dealt with the Jews throughout the centuries.  As he reached the culmination of his defense, he 
accused the Jewish leaders of being just like their ancestors, who repeatedly resisted God’s 
attempts to bring them closer to God.  Their ancestors had responded by killing the prophets, 
while the leaders of Stephen’s day had followed by killing Jesus.  The charge that the leaders 
were disobedient to God’s law, followed by Stephen’s description of Jesus at God’s right hand, 
was too much.  Acting as a mob, they were determined to kill Stephen.  Stephen remained 
faithful and full of God’s grace even as he faced death.  Stephen stands as a remarkable 
example for us all.  
 
Help your child find Acts 6:8, and together read the verses listed above.  Pause whenever you 
think your child needs clarification.  After reading the story, have your child share what he or 
she thought were the high points (something good happening) and the low points (something 
not so good happening) of the story. 
 



Ask: Why do you think Stephen stayed faithful to God? 
Say: Just as God helped Stephen be faithful, God helps us to be faithful too. 
 
 

3. Remembering the Story 
Have your child complete the front of the leaflet, “Stephen is Faithful”. 
 
 

4. Faithful to God 
Have your child open up the leaflet to “Faithful to God”.  Have him or her read each situation, 
and together talk about ways that the kids could show their faithfulness to God. 
 
Say: Being faithful to God is what the Christian life is about.   
 
 

5. Be Faithful 
Give your child a spoon and a marker.  Have him or her old the spoon and lay a marker on it, 
balancing it so the marker doesn’t fall off.    Wad up pieces of scrap paper.  Stand about 5 feet 
away from your child.  You will be throwing the paper wads at your child’s hand, trying to make 
the marker fall.  Then switch roles. 
 
Say: That was only a game, but think about Stephen being faithful even while people stoned 
him.  Being faithful to God is what the Christian life is about. 
 
 

6. Stone Prayers 
Go outside and gather a couple of stones, about 4” big.  You will also need permanent markers. 
 
Say: Let’s use these stones to help us remember how faithful Stephen was.  Write “Be faithful” 
on the stone.  Then you can decorate it. 
 

  Say: Think about a situation in which you need help in being faithful to God. Maybe it’s a  
  situation with a family member or friend.  Or maybe it’s a situation that involves only you.  Talk  
  God about it.  Bow your head, and pray silently about your situation.  Ask God to help you stay  
  faithful to God. 


