
Jesus Feeds 5,000 
 
 

1. Which Do We Need More? 
Say: Let’s think about things we need.  I’m going to call out two things, and you need to decide 
which one you need more.  There is no right or wrong. 
 
Which do you need more A sibling or a friend 
    Breakfast or lunch 
    A notebook or a pencil 
    A computer or a cell phone 
    An ice cream cone or vegetables 
    A bottle of water or a sports drink 
 
Ask:  What is the difference between needs and wants?  What needs to we have? 
 
Say: Let’s dig into God’s Word to learn about our needs and how they are met. 

 
 

2. Bible: John 6:1-14 
Bible background: The feeding of the 5,000 is one of the few events recorded in all four gospels.  
After the miracle, the crowd thinks Jesus is “the Prophet” and attempts to make Him the head 
of a revolutionary movement.  The reference to “the Prophet” comes from Deuteronomy 
189:15, where it says that God will raise a new prophet to replace Moses.  By the time of Jesus, 
this verse was understood as a prediction of the Messiah, who would become a new leader and 
lawgiver. 
 
John highlights the abundance of the miracle.  Jesus asks Philip, who is from the nearby town of 
Bethsaida, where they might purchase food.  The question is ridiculous, for 200 denarii (eight 
months’ wages) would not feed the crowd, which may have numbered over 10,000, given that 
5,000 men were present.  How the miracle itself played out is not described; the bread and fish 
apparently did not diminish as Jesus continued to tear pieces off.  Everyone ate as much as they 
wanted, with enough left over for each of the disciples to have gathered a full basket of bread.  
The disciples might have been reminded of the story of Elijah and the widow at Zarephath, in 
which the woman’s small supply of oil and flour was miraculously multiplied through a long 
season of famine. 
 
The feeding of the 5,000 has two purposes in John’s narrative.  First, as a miraculous sign it 
reveals that, as Jesus met the needs of the crow, Jesus meets our needs.  Second, it introduces 
Jesus’ discussion of Himself as the bread from Heaven who gives eternal life to those who 
receive Him. 
 
Have your child find John 6:1-14 and together read the story of the miracle of the feeding of the 
5,000.  Ask: Why do you think Jesus met the people’s need for food? 
 
 

3. Remembering the Story 
Have your child complete the front of the leaflet, “Philip’s Journal”. 
 



4. Parallel Passages 
Print “Feeding of the 5,000 Parallel Passages”. 
 
Say: The feeding of the 5,000 is one of the few events recorded in all four gospels.  Many times 
the gospel writers wrote about the same events that happened in Jesus’ life, describing them in 
slightly different ways.   
 
Work with your child to complete the table, using the scripture references from the four 
gospels.  Ask: What similarities do you notice?  What differences?  What do you think is the 
same message in all four gospels? 
 
 

5. Our Biggest Needs 
Ask: What is your biggest need? 
 
Then have your child turn to the inside of the leaflet to fill in the blanks about what needs Jesus 
meets for us.  (This week there is a lot of looking up in the Bible, so you can decide to complete 
this activity later in the week.) 

 
 

6. Prayer 
Say: Let’s be thankful that Jesus meets our needs.  As we pray, I’m going to read a sentence 
thanking Jesus for a particular kind of need.  And then I’ll be quiet, so we can silently thank 
Jesus.  I’ll do this with each sentence. 
 
Jesus, thank you for meeting my need of love. 
Jesus, thank you for meeting my need of forgiveness. 
Jesus, thank you for meeting my need of peace. 
Jesus, thank you for meeting my need of grace. 
Jesus, thank you for meeting my need of salvation. 
Amen. 
 
 
 


