
Ever since I was little, I was known and recognized as PK, a pastor’s kid. It 

was the nickname that was given to me . . . regardless of my consent; it 

was a burden growing up with this nickname, simply because of the 

expectations that people had toward the pastor’s kids, at least in Korean 

churches. Now that I think back, it is my blessing because it defined me as 

a person and distinguished me from the world to walk as a Christian, a 

follower of Jesus Christ. Even after becoming a pastor in 2009, I was 

called and recognized as ‘PK,’ Pastor Kang, which I embraced.

After serving in an international school (KSI) in Korea and Turkey, I now 

want to serve the local church to raise up disciples of Jesus Christ who 

will obey the Word and the calling of God to be the salt and light of this 

world. My desire and calling are to see the next generation to rise and to 

finish the task that God has given ‘The Great Commission’ (Matthew 

28:18-20).

I was born in Korea and came to America at the age of 10. After  

elementary school in Buena Park, California, our family moved to 

Garfield, New Jersey, and I have been living in New Jersey ever since. In 

high school, I thrived academically and enjoyed my friendships, and being 

involved in many sports, such as soccer, basketball, and tennis. 

My high school was culturally quite diverse. As a Korean American, a 

Presbyterian student, I learned as much in the classroom as I did from my 

friendships with people of other racial-ethnic identities and faiths. I credit 

my teachers and classmates for teaching me how to relate empathically 

to people who come from different backgrounds than my own. Growing 

up and interacting with other racial groups and people with different 

backgrounds, helped me to break the stereotype against them and 

embrace them as one of God’s creations. 

My participation in the life of Pilgrim Presbyterian Church, New Jersey 

has played a significant role in the formation of my Christian faith and my 

sense of call to student ministry and mission. During my high school years, 

I was involved in many church activities/ministries. As a somewhat shy 

teenager, these experiences helped build my confidence as a leader. I 

remain grateful for pastors who affirmed my gifts for ministry even 

before I recognized them in myself.

My high school years prepared me well for my entrance into Rutgers 

University in New Jersey, where I received a B.A. in psychology and 

minored in criminal justice and religion. My criminology studies strongly 

emphasized social justice, which shaped my belief in the importance of 

extending hospitality toward those who feel marginalized in the church 

because of their beliefs, age, gender, or other social categories. 

MEET JOSEPH KANG

I am thrilled to have 
Joseph on board and to be 

able to partner with him as 
we minister to students 
and families together.  

From our �rst conversation 
on the phone, I had a sense 
of peace and a�rmation in 
my spirit that he was the 

right candidate. 

I give thanks to God for 
Joseph and the vast 

experiences and successes 
he’s had, and for the way 
he is uniquely equipped to 

lead Student Ministry. His 
passion for Christ and 

students is awe inspiring!”

- Kelly Tancredi, Director 
of Family Ministries

While in college, many of my friendships developed from my participation 

in Intervarsity Christian Fellowship. My involvement in this college 

ministry was a growing and a learning experience. I learned how to love 

people whose beliefs differed from my own. I also began to fully 

understand and articulate my identity as a Christian and someone who 

feels called to ministry and mission. 

The three years of seminary in Princeton Theological School  and years of 

serving as a Children/Youth Pastor at Pilgrim Church in Paramus, NJ 

clarified my calling and vocation as a pastor. There was a joy brought out 

to me as I was preparing for the sermons, teaching and proclaiming the 

Word of God to the next generation students. There were definitely times 

where I felt tired and dismayed, however the joy which I had in 

children/youth ministry rejuvenated me to continue to do what I was 

called to do, to spread the good news to our next generation students. 

After serving in children/youth ministry for five years, I had the 

opportunity to serve as an Education Director/Youth Pastor at Sekwang 

Church, NY in 2013. And after serving as a pastor for eight years, I had an 

opportunity to go on a mission to Iraq to serve the refugees. I thought it 

was right to “go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything that Jesus has commanded me” to glorify God 

and to do what I was called to do. Thus, I decided to go to Korea to join a 

missional organization (InterCP) to serve the next generation in an 

international school (KSI) and be trained to go out to the nation. 

In March 2016, I went out to Korea with a heart to serve KSI, Kingdom 

School International to raise the next generation with the end time spirit 

of Daniel. As I was serving in KSI, I have learned and experienced God’s 

love and grace; God has proven and shown me how weak and foolish I 

was, but God so loved me, he allowed me to serve his kingdom and his 

people. God has called me to serve the next generation; this is what I am 

living for and I will be living, until Jesus comes back in glory. 

After two years of training, I was commissioned to Istanbul, Turkey as a 

Vice Principal to start a school for refugees. In Turkey, I saw the tears and 

the heart of our Father. He has given me a greater heart to serve the next 

generation. As my short-term, mission ended, I came back to New Jersey. 

I started to apply to serve our next generation, and by grace I met Liberty 

Corner Church. 

As Student Ministry Director, I strive to seek the will of God which he has 

in store for our next generation. I hope and desire to raise up a generation 

like Joshua and Daniel who obeyed God and followed his words in all 

circumstances and situations. Psalm 110:3 and Matthew 5:13-16 are the 

verses which I hold fast, as I serve the next generation of students to 

finish the task ‘The Great Commission’.
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“God has given me 
a heart to serve 

the next generation.”

- Joseph Kang

“You are the 
salt of the earth. 
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of the world. 
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your good works and 

give glory to your 
Father who is in 

heaven.” 
-Matthew 5:13a, 14, 16
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