
Unit 6, Session 2

The Tabernacle 
Was Built
Exodus 35–40

Story Point: God told His people how to build the tabernacle where He would 
dwell with them.

When Moses was on the mountain with 
God, God said, “Tell the Israelites to make 
a tabernacle for Me so that I may dwell 
among them.” God gave Moses very specific 
instructions for building a tabernacle, a really 
big tent that the Israelites could take with 
them. The tabernacle would be where God 
met with His people. 

So Moses gathered all the Israelites 
together. He asked them to bring materials. 
God gave two men, Bezalel and Oholiab, 
special skills for building and creating 
things. Bezalel, Oholiab, and all the other 
skilled craftsmen came together to build the 
tabernacle for God.

They built the tabernacle just as God had 
instructed. Every part had its special purpose 
and was made just as God had said. When the 
time came, God told Moses how to set up the 

tabernacle. God told him how to anoint the 
tabernacle so that it would be holy.

God had led the Israelites from a cloud, 
and now the cloud covered the tabernacle. 
God made a sign for the people: If the cloud 
covered the tabernacle, the people would stay 
where they were. When the cloud lifted from 
the tabernacle, the Israelites would move and 
take the tabernacle with them. The cloud of 
the Lord was on the tabernacle during the 
day, and fire was inside the cloud at night. All 
the Israelites could see it as they traveled.

Christ Connection: God instructed the 
Israelites to build a tabernacle where He would 
dwell with them. God desires to be with His 
people. As part of His plan to save sinners, God 
sent Jesus to “tabernacle,” or dwell, with people 
on earth.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• How many words can you create from the letters in TABERNACLE? List 
them below:

• What does this story teach us about God?

• How were the Israelites involved in building the tabernacle?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God instructed the Israelites to build a tabernacle where He would dwell with them. God desires 
to be with His people. As part of His plan to save sinners, God sent Jesus to “tabernacle,” or 
dwell, with people on earth.
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APPLY the Story

• Why did God instruct the Israelites to build a tabernacle?

• How did Jesus make the way for us to dwell with God?

• After Jesus’ resurrection, He ascended into heaven. How does God dwell with 
us today?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God instructed the Israelites to build a tabernacle where He would dwell with them. God desires 
to be with His people. As part of His plan to save sinners, God sent Jesus to “tabernacle,” or 
dwell, with people on earth.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Exodus 15:2 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking Him for providing the way for us to come to 
Him through Jesus.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ Exodus 25:8-9

 ❏ John 1:14

 ❏ 1 Corinthians 3:16

 ❏ 1 Peter 2:25

 ❏ 1 Corinthians 3:16-17

 ❏ Revelation 21:3
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