
Unit 7, Session 1

Joshua and 
Caleb
Numbers 13–14

Story Point: Joshua and Caleb trusted God to give His people the promised land.

God’s people were almost to the promised 
land. God told Moses to send men to scout 
out the land of Canaan. So Moses sent out 
one leader from each family tribe. Moses told 
the leaders to see what the land was like.

Moses urged the scouts to be courageous. 
So the twelve scouts traveled throughout the 
land for 40 days. 

Then they went back to tell Moses, Aaron, 
and the other Israelites what they saw. “The 
land is good,” they said. “But the people who 
live there are strong, and the cities they live in 
are large and well protected.” 

Then Caleb, one of the men sent to scout 
out the land, said, “We must go up and take 
possession of the land! We can certainly 
conquer it with God’s help!”

But other men disagreed. “We can’t go up 

against the people! They are stronger than we 
are.” The people were afraid.

The Israelites said, “Let’s choose a new 
leader and go back to Egypt!” Joshua and 
Caleb tore their clothes and said again, “The 
land we explored is extremely good land. If 
the Lord is pleased with us, He will give it to 
us. Don’t be afraid of the people living in the 
land; God is with us!”

God said the Israelites would wander in the 
wilderness and would not enter the promised 
land. Only Joshua, Caleb, and the children of 
Israel would one day enter the land. 

Christ Connection: The Israelites rebelled 
against God because they did not trust Him. 
Jesus trusted God perfectly. He took the 
punishment we deserve for our sin, or rebellion 
against God. When we trust in Jesus, God 
forgives our sin and gives us eternal life.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Fill in the missing blanks of the Bible story. 
Words: 12, 40, Caleb, conquer, courageous, God, good, Joshua, strong, trust

• Moses urged the scouts to be ________________ .

• The ______ scouts traveled through the land for ______ days.

• “The land is ________ ,” they said. “But the people are __________.”

• _________ said, “We can ____________ it with __________’s help!”

• The men were afraid. __________ and Caleb said, “God is with us!”

•  God said that the Israelites who did not ________ God would never 
enter the land.

• What does this story teach us about God?

• Why weren’t Joshua and Caleb afraid to enter the promised land?

CHRIST CONNECTION
The Israelites rebelled against God because they did not trust Him. Jesus trusted God perfectly. 
He took the punishment we deserve for our sin, or rebellion against God. When we trust in Jesus, 
God forgives our sin and gives us eternal life.
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APPLY the Story

• What did the Israelites think would happen if they entered the 
promised land?

• Why did God keep the Israelites who didn’t trust him from entering the 
promised land?

• Why can we trust God?

CHRIST CONNECTION
The Israelites rebelled against God because they did not trust Him. Jesus trusted God perfectly. 
He took the punishment we deserve for our sin, or rebellion against God. When we trust in Jesus, 
God forgives our sin and gives us eternal life.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Proverbs 3:5-6 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, asking God for courage to follow Him even when you 
feel afraid.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ Numbers 14:3

 ❏ Hebrews 3:16-19

 ❏ Psalm 9:10

 ❏ Psalm 18:40

 ❏ Psalm 91:14

 ❏ 1 Corinthians 15:57
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