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Unit 4, Session 3

Joseph Saved 
His Family
Genesis 42–46; 50

Story Point: God sent Joseph to Egypt to establish a remnant.

Jacob and his family did not have enough 
food to eat. So when Jacob learned that there 
was food in Egypt, he sent 10 of his sons to 
buy some grain. His son Benjamin stayed 
home.

In Egypt, Joseph was in charge of giving 
out food. The brothers came to him and 
bowed down. Joseph knew who they were, 
but they did not recognize him. Joseph 
decided to test his brothers. “I think you are 
spies,” Joseph told them.

Joseph put his brothers in prison for three 
days. Then he said, “Bring your youngest 
brother back to me to prove that you are not 
spies. But one of you must stay here.”

The brothers went home. They told their 
father everything, and their father was very 
upset. But when all the food was gone, Jacob 
asked his sons to go back to Egypt.

Joseph invited all of the brothers to his 
home for a meal. After the meal, Joseph cried 
and told his brothers, “I am Joseph, your 
brother! You sold me into Egypt, but do not 
be afraid. God sent me here so I could save 
your people, a remnant, from the famine.” 
Joseph told his brothers to go home and 
bring their families back to Egypt, where they 
would have enough food.

Jacob’s family was blessed in Egypt. Joseph 
said, “You planned evil against me; God 
planned it for good, so many people could 
live.”

Christ Connection: God had a plan for 
Joseph’s life. He allowed Joseph to suffer to rescue 
a whole nation. In a greater way, God planned 
for Jesus to suffer so that many—people from all 
nations—would be saved from sin.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Write how God used each bad situation in Joseph’s life for good. Look up the 
verses in your Bible to check your answers.:

• Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery. (Genesis 45:4-7)

• Joseph went to prison for something he didn’t do. (Genesis 41:37-40)

• Joseph’s homeland experienced famine. (Genesis 45:16-18)

• What does this story teach us about God?

• Why did God want to save Joseph’s family?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God had a plan for Joseph’s life. He allowed Joseph to suffer to rescue a whole nation. In a greater 
way, God planned for Jesus to suffer so that many—people from all nations—would be saved 
from sin.
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APPLY the Story

• Why do you think Joseph was able to forgive his brothers?

• What should we do if we have wronged someone?

• How does God forgive us? How should we forgive others?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God had a plan for Joseph’s life. He allowed Joseph to suffer to rescue a whole nation. In a greater 
way, God planned for Jesus to suffer so that many—people from all nations—would be saved 
from sin.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Hosea 13:4 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, asking God to help you forgive someone who has hurt 
you, or to forgive you for a time when you hurt someone else.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ Matthew 6:14-15

 ❏ James 5:16

 ❏ Psalm 103:11-12

 ❏ Romans 12:19

 ❏ Psalm 86:5

 ❏ Colossians 3:12-14




