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Unit 4, Session 2

Joseph Explained 
Dreams
Genesis 39–41

Story Point: God gave Joseph power to understand dreams.

The travelers who bought Joseph took him 
to Egypt and sold him to an Egyptian officer 
named Potiphar.

One day, Potiphar’s wife accused Joseph 
of doing something he didn’t do. Potiphar 
believed his wife, and Joseph went to jail. But 
God was still with Joseph and blessed him.

One night, two of the prisoners—Pharaoh’s 
cupbearer and baker—both had dreams. They 
told Joseph about dreams they had. Joseph 
told them what the dreams meant. In three 
days, the cupbearer would serve Pharaoh 
again; but the baker would not because he 
would be put to death. Joseph asked the 
cupbearer to remember him and to tell 
Pharaoh he did not deserve to be in jail.

The cupbearer did serve Pharaoh again, 
but he forgot about Joseph. Two years later, 
Pharaoh had two dreams. No one knew what 

these dreams meant! Finally, the cupbearer 
remembered Joseph.

God told Joseph what Pharaoh’s dreams 
meant, and Joseph explained the dreams to 
Pharaoh. “The dreams represent seven years 
when plenty of food will grow followed by 
seven years when no food will grow.”

Pharaoh realized that God was with Joseph, 
so he made Joseph second in command in all 
of Egypt. Joseph stored away food during the 
good years. When the famine came, people 
from every land came to Egypt to buy grain 
from Joseph.

Christ Connection: God sent Joseph to Egypt 
and blessed him so that he rose to a position of 
great authority. God used Joseph to help Joseph’s 
family and many others. When Jesus came to 
earth, He gave up His position of honor in 
heaven to be the Savior of the world.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• For each dream interpretation, write who had the dream (the baker, the 
cupbearer, or Pharaoh). 

• _____________ :  There would be seven years of plenty followed by 
seven years of famine.

• _____________ :  This man would die in three days.

• _____________ :  This man would return to his job in three days.

• What does this story teach us about God?

• How did God put Joseph in a position of power?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God sent Joseph to Egypt and blessed him so that he rose to a position of great authority. God 
used Joseph to help Joseph’s family and many others. When Jesus came to earth, He gave up His 
position of honor in heaven to be the Savior of the world.
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APPLY the Story

• Where does wisdom come from? How can we have wisdom and 
understanding?

• How did Joseph have confidence before the most powerful ruler of Egypt?

• Joseph was in prison for more than two years. How can we trust God’s 
timing in our lives?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God sent Joseph to Egypt and blessed him so that he rose to a position of great authority. God 
used Joseph to help Joseph’s family and many others. When Jesus came to earth, He gave up His 
position of honor in heaven to be the Savior of the world.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Hosea 13:4 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking God for Jesus. Give Him the honor He 
deserves, acknowledging that He humbled Himself to come to earth and 
save sinners because He loves us.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ James 1:5

 ❏ Hebrews 13:6

 ❏ Romans 5:6

 ❏ Philippians 4:8-9

 ❏ Psalm 69:33

 ❏ Isaiah 42:6-8




