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Unit 1 • Session 2
God Created People

Bible Passage:  
Genesis 1–2

Story point: 
God created people in His own image, and He loves us.

Key Passage:  
Colossians 1:16b-17

Big Picture Question: 
Who is God? God is our Creator and King.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 minutes)

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 minutes)

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 minutes)

Leader Bible Study
On the sixth day of creation, God created man in His own image. God formed the 
man out of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and 
the man became a living creature. (Gen. 2:7) Man was set apart as different from the 
rest of God’s creation. God skillfully formed man out of dust as a potter forms a pot 
out of clay. (See Isa. 64:8.) He put His own breath into man.

God sustained and provided for the man. He planted a garden in Eden and put the 
man there to work it and keep it. (Gen. 2:8,15) Then God gave the man a command. 
God told the man, “You must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil.” Then God explained the consequences, “For on the day you eat from it, you 
will certainly die” (Gen. 2:17).

Then God made woman from the man’s rib. She was a suitable helper for him. Both 
man and woman were created in God’s image. The first man, Adam, and the first 
woman, Eve, lived in the garden and enjoyed God’s friendship.

As you teach kids this week, help them understand what it means to be made in the 
image of God. It means we are made like Him, or patterned after Him. God does not 
have a physical body; He is Spirit, and He has given each of us a spirit. God gives 
people the ability to think and to feel emotions and to make choices. He gives us the 
ability to understand right and wrong.

God  created  people  to  know  and  love  Him.  We  know  that  Adam  and  Eve’s 
disobedience brought sin into the world. For that reason, God sent His Son, Jesus
—“the image of the invisible God” (Col. 1:15) and “the exact expression of His 
nature” (Heb. 1:3). God the Son became fully man, acting as the second Adam, to 
bring life to those who are in Him. (See 1 Cor. 15:45-49.)
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Introduce the Story
Session Title: God Created People
Bible Passage: Genesis 1–2
Story Point: God created people in His own image, and He loves us.
Key Passage: Colossians 1:16b-17
Big Picture Question: Who is God? God is our Creator and King.

START at 9:45
LG Facilitator
Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to help new kids connect to your 
group. Prompt kids to describe the best things they have ever made. What kinds of 
things have they cooked, sculpted, constructed, or drawn? What was your best 
creation?
Say • Those sound like wonderful creations. Now, think about all of the things God 

created. Today we are going to hear about the best thing He created!

Transition to teach the story
Show Countdown Video as you transition to teach the story. Set it to end as the 

session begins.
Introduce the session (3 minutes)
Leader • Hello, everyone! Welcome to SOC Kids. 

It takes a lot of hard work and precision to make a bike, and in the end the 
final product is pretty cool! But there is something in the room that is more 
wonderfully made than a bike. Actually, a lot of somethings! All of the 
people in the world were made by God, and we are way more complicated, 
beautiful, and important than any bike!

[Hold up your Bible.] We can find in the Bible the story of how God 
created people. This story is in Genesis, a book all about beginnings. Are you 
ready to get started?

Big picture question (1 minute)
Leader • Last week we found out the answer to our Big Picture Question, Who is 

God? Do you remember the answer? I’ll ask the question again, and then you 
say the answer together: Who is God? God is our Creator and King. God is 
our Creator because He created everything—including you! And He is our 
King because He is in charge of everything.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to Genesis 1–2. Use the Bible storytelling tips on the Bible story 
page to help you tell the story, or show the Bible story Video “God Created 
People.”

The BIBLE Story
God Created People

Genesis 1–2
On the sixth day of creation, God made people. God said, “Let us make 

man in our image. They will rule over the whole earth and all the creatures on 
the earth.” God took dust from the ground and made a body. God breathed 
into the man, and the man became alive. God planted a garden in the land of 
Eden and put the man there. God told the man to work in the garden and take 
care of it.

God provided food from the trees for the man to eat, and God provided a river to 
water the garden. Then God said, “You may eat from any of the trees in the 
garden,  except  for  one.”  The  garden  had  a  tree  in  it  called  the  tree  of  the 
knowledge of good and evil. God warned the man, “If you eat from that tree, 
you will die.”

Then God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.” So God decided to 
make a helper for the man. God brought to the man the animals He had created, 
and the man gave names to all of the creatures. But none of the animals was a good 
helper for the man.

So God made the man fall fast asleep. He took one of the man’s ribs and 
created a woman. When the man saw the woman, he was very happy. “This one, at 
last,” he said, “is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh.”

The woman was a perfect helper for the man; she was his wife. The man’s 
name was Adam, and his wife’s name was Eve.

God gave Adam and Eve good things. He put them in charge of the animals 
and provided everything they needed. God looked at everything He had made, 
and it was very good. So on the seventh day of creation, God rested from His 
work.

Christ  Connection: God created people in His own image and provides for 
everything He made. People are special because God made people to live forever in 
a relationship with Him. Through His Son, Jesus, we can have eternal life with God 
just as He planned. 

Leader • On the sixth day, God created people. Who Is God?  God is our 
Creator and King. Did you notice anything different about the way God created 
people compared to the way He created animals? [Allow kids to respond.] When 
God created animals, He spoke and it happened. But when God created people, He 
formed the man out of dust from the ground. He made the woman from one of the 
man’s ribs. God created people in His own image, and He loves us. 

Being made in God’s image doesn’t mean we look like God. I mean, we all 
look different! Besides, God doesn’t have a physical body. The Bible says He 
is spirit. (John 4:24) 
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So what does it mean to be created in God’s image? Well, being created in 

the image of God has to do with who we are and what we are called to do. 
God created us to be like Him in many ways: we can think and feel and make 
decisions, we can be loving and truthful, and so on.

Being made in God’s image also means we are called to obey Him. We are 
called to be His representatives in the world and to follow His plan.

God had a special, loving relationship with people like a father loves his 
children. God made all people with a purpose: to know and love Him. He 
wants us to trust Him and obey Him. 

Open your Bible to Genesis 1:27 and read the verse aloud.
Leader • God created people in His own image and provides for everything He 

made. God gave Adam and Eve a garden to live in and food to eat. People 
are special because God made people to live forever in a relationship with 
Him. Through His Son, Jesus, we can have eternal life with God just as He 
planned.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes) - “Unit 1, Session 2”
Prompt kids to think about how they should treat people who are different. Guide 
them to discuss some ways they can show God’s love to someone who’s different 
than them.

BREAKOUT #1
Session starter (10 minutes) - Draw partner portraits
Form teams based on the number of leaders. 
Guide each kid to find a partner. Distribute paper and colored pencils to the kids 
and instruct partners to take turns drawing portraits of each other. Encourage each 
kid to study his partner’s features and draw him as accurately as possible. Then the 
partner will take a turn drawing.

Encourage kids to swap drawings so each kid has a picture of himself. Allow 
kids to add color or additional features. As kids work, point out how no two 
portraits are the same. Prompt kids to write their names on their finished portraits. 
Allow volunteers to display their portraits.
Say • Great work! You are all different in your own ways, but you all have one 

thing in common: You were created in the image of God. Today we heard a 
Bible story about the first people God created, and we learned what makes us 
so special.

LG Facilitator
Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read together Colossians 
1:16b-17.
Leader • Our key passage says that all things have been created through Him and 

for Him. Who is this passage talking about? (Jesus) When you look around at 
everything God has created, remember that everything has a purpose. 
Everything was created for Jesus.

Breakout #2
Apply the Story
Break into the established groups
Key passage activity (5 minutes)
Before the session, write the words of the key passage on separate index cards. 
Display the key passage poster and lead kids to read the key passage together two 
or three times. Then mix up the prepared index cards and challenge kids to arrange 
them in the correct order. If your group is large, prepare multiple sets and work in 
smaller groups. When kids finish, lead them to say the key passage together.
Say • Who is our key passage about? (Jesus, God the Son) Jesus is Lord over all of 

creation. Our Bible story today was about how God created people. People 
exist to know and love God, for His glory.

LG Facilitator
Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles to Genesis 1. Remind 
kids that the word genesis means “beginning.” The Bible tells us about the 
beginning of people. Choose a volunteer to read aloud Genesis 1:26. Call for 
another volunteer to read verse 27.
Say • We see here that God created people differently than He created everything 

else. What was different about how God made people versus how He made 
other things, like plants and animals? [Allow kids to respond.] God created 
people in His own image, and He loves us.

BREAKOUT #3
Break into the established groups
Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:

What does it mean to be created in the image of God? Lead kids to recognize 
that being created in the image of God involves who we are and what we are 
called to do. God created us to be like Him in many ways: we can think, feel, 
create, and make decisions; we can be loving and truthful; and so on. Being 
made in God’s image also means we are called to obey Him. We are called to 
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be His representatives in the world. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Col. 3:9-10.)

How does being created in God’s image affect how we treat one another? 
Prompt kids to acknowledge that because every person is made in God’s 
image, every person is valuable. We should show respect and compassion to 
one another. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 139:13-14.)

God created us to know and love Him. How can we get to know God if we 
cannot see Him? Guide kids to recognize that God reveals Himself to us 
through His Word, the Bible. He also reveals Himself through the world He 
has created. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 19:1.)

LG Facilitator Say 
Say • The Bible says that Jesus is “the image of the invisible God” (Col. 1:15). 

God created people in His own image, and He loves us. He provides for 
everything He made. People are special because God made people to live 
forever in a relationship with Him. Through His Son, Jesus, we can have 
eternal life with God just as He planned.

BREAKOUT #4 - Shadow Art
Break into the established groups
Form groups of three kids. Give each group a flashlight and a pencil. Provide a 
piece of black paper and white paper for each kid. Dim the lights and explain the 
roles for each kid:

Kid 1: Tape a piece of paper to a wall. Sit sideways in a chair with one 
shoulder close to the wall.

Kid 2: Hold a flashlight toward kid 1 so the shadow of her head and neck is on 
the paper.

Kid 3: Use a pencil to trace the shadow on the paper. 
Guide kids to switch roles until everyone has a tracing of her shadow. Provide 
scissors for kids to cut out their tracings. Kids should then trace the cutout onto 
black paper and cut that out. Finally, they can glue the black cutout onto another 
piece of white paper.

Lead kids to write their names and Made in God’s Image beneath their shadow 
art.
Say • God created people in His own image, and He loves us. God made you, 

and He loves you.

LG Facilitator Say 
Review Questions for POINTS (record points in the points journal)

• What is our BIG PICTURE QUESTION and ANSWER? [Who is God? 
God is our Creator and King.]

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?  
• The animals were created out of nothing!  What did God use to create 

Man and woman? [dust; rib bone]
• What does the story teach me about myself?  
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? [work in the garden and 

take care of it; do not eat from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil;  
in charge of the animals]

• How are they for God’s glory and my good?  
• Are there any promises in this story to remember?   
• How do they help me trust and love God?  
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?  

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing.
Leader • Lord God, You are our Creator and King. You made us in a special way

—in Your own image—and You love us. Help us to know You and love You, 
just as You created us to do. Thank You for Your Word that helps us know 
what is true. Amen.


