
December 30 Small Group, 2nd-5th 

Unit 1 • Session 4
Noah and the Ark

Bible Passage:  
Genesis 6–9

Story Point: 
God punished sin but chose to rescue Noah and his family.

Key Passage:  
Colossians 1:16b-17

Big Picture Question: 
Who is God? God is our Creator and King.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 minutes)

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 minutes)

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 minutes)

Leader Bible Study
Adam and Eve left the garden to start a life out in the world. Despite the grief of their 
sins, imagine their joy as their family grew. With each birth, maybe Eve hoped this 
son would be the one to end the curse of sin, to crush the head of the snake. (Gen. 
3:15)  But  Adam  and  Eve  witnessed  sin’s  effects  on  their  own  children:  Cain 
murdered Abel. Cain was not the Promised One, and neither was Abel.

Some time later, Eve gave birth to another son, Seth. Seth lived 912 years. He saw 
the earth’s population grow as God sustained generation after generation. Less than 
20 years after his death, Seth’s sixth-great-grandson, Noah was born.

By  this  time—10 generations  after  Adam—people  had  stopped  following  God. 
Scripture describes a deplorable situation: “Human wickedness was widespread on 
the  earth  … every inclination of  the  human mind was nothing but  evil  all  the 
time” (Gen. 6:5).

God decided to send a flood to cleanse the earth. He was right to punish this sin. The 
waters would cover the earth and destroy everything. God graciously chose to save 

one man and his family, so He warned Noah about the flood and told him to build an 
ark.

Noah believed God’s warning about the coming judgment. He obediently worked to 
build the ark. But the work took years, and Noah likely faced ridicule from his 
friends and neighbors. Was Noah crazy, building a boat where there was no water?

Finally, God’s judgment came. Floodwaters covered the earth. Every living thing 
was destroyed,  but  Noah and his  family were safe inside the ark.  God rescued 
Noah’s family—the family His own Son would be born into. Jesus would warn of 
God’s coming judgment too, but instead of condemning the world, Jesus would give 
up His life to rescue sinners
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December 30 Small Group, 2nd-5th 

Introduce the Story
Session Title: Noah and the Ark
Bible Passage: Genesis 6–9
Story Point: God punished sin but chose to rescue Noah and his family.
Key Passage: Colossians 1:16b-17
Big Picture Question: Who is God? God is our Creator and King.

START at 9:45
LG Facilitator
Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to help new kids connect to your 
group. Prompt kids to talk about a time that they did what was right, even when 
everyone else was choosing to disobey.
Say • Long ago, a man named Noah was righteous at a time when everyone else 

was doing evil things.

Transition to teach the story
This will be lead by the Facilitator
The BIBLE Story

Noah and the Ark
Genesis 6–9

Adam and Eve had many children and grandchildren. One day, God looked 
at all the people on earth and saw that they were choosing to sin. Every person’s 
thoughts were evil, and God was sad that He made people. God decided to send 
a flood to destroy all the creatures on the earth and to clean up the world.

God showed favor to a man named Noah.  Noah was a righteous man; he 
followed God. God warned Noah about the flood. He told Noah to make an ark to 
save himself, his family, and all kinds of animals.

God told Noah exactly how to make the ark. God said that He would make a 
covenant, or agreement, with Noah and his family. Noah did everything that 
God commanded.

When the ark was finished, God told Noah to go inside. Noah went inside with 
his family and the animals, and God shut the door. Rain came for 40 days and 
40 nights, and water rose from the ground. Noah was 600 years old when this 
happened.

Now the ark floated on top of the water. The water rose higher and higher until 
all of the mountains were covered. Every living thing on the earth died; only 
Noah and those with him survived.

Finally, the rain stopped and the water started to go down. Noah waited 
inside the ark until the ground was dry. Then God told Noah to bring all the 
people and animals out of the ark. So Noah did. Noah built an altar and gave an 

offering to the Lord. God promised Noah that He would never completely flood 
the earth again.

God told Noah and his family to spread out over the earth and fill it with 
people. God placed a rainbow in the sky as a special sign of the covenant He 
made with Noah. Every time Noah and his family saw the rainbow, they would 
know God remembered the promise He made with all the living creatures on earth.

Christ Connection: God rescued Noah and his family from the flood. The story of 
Noah  points  ahead  to  a  greater  rescue.  God’s  Son,  Jesus—the  only  perfectly 
righteous One—came to take the punishment for our sin. By trusting in Him, we are 
saved from the punishment our sin deserves.

…………
The sections highlighted in this color are for you (The Small Group Facilitator) to 

lead/teach.

BREAKOUT #1
Session starter (10 minutes) - Follow Instructions 
Form teams based on the number of leaders. 
Give each kid a pencil and a piece of paper. Explain that this activity will require 
kids to follow instructions. You will read each instruction twice, but not a third time, 
so they should listen carefully. Read the first instruction, pause, and then repeat the 
instruction. Read through all of the instructions. Then let kids compare their papers.

Write your first name at the bottom left corner.
Write the numbers 1 through 9 on the first line of the paper. Leave a space 

between each number.
Circle the number 4.
Fold your paper in half the long way. Then open your paper and fold it in half 

the short way.
Open your paper and use the tip of your pencil to poke a hole where the two 

folds meet.
Draw a star around the hole you made in your paper.
Write the first letter of your last name in the top right corner of the paper.
On the last line of the paper, write the word finished near the right edge. 

Say • How closely did you follow the instructions? In today’s Bible story, God 
gave a man named Noah some instructions, and Noah did just what God said.

LG Facilitator
………….

Breakout #2
Apply the Story
Break into the established groups
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December 30 Small Group, 2nd-5th 
Key passage activity (5 minutes)
Display the key passage poster. Lead the kids to read the key passage together. Then 
write out the key passage on a dry erase board, making some changes by adding 
extra words, substituting alternate words, or removing words. Challenge boys and 
girls to raise their hands if they see a mistake.

Allow kids to take turns correcting one mistake at a time until the key passage is 
written correctly. Then lead everyone to read it aloud together. If time allows, play 
another round.
Say • If you haven’t yet memorized our key passage, keep working at it! 

Memorizing God’s Word helps us remember what is true about God and 
about ourselves.

LG Facilitator
………..

BREAKOUT #3
Break into the established groups
Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:

Why do you think God punished sin? Guide kids to recognize that God’s anger 
toward sin and punishment of sin is a right reaction to evil and wickedness. To 
sin is to turn against God. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 5:4.) 

What was God’s greater plan to deal with sin? Lead boys and girls to recall that 
God sent His Son, Jesus, to take the punishment for our sin. By trusting in 
Him, we are saved from the punishment our sin deserves. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read John 3:17.) 

Where do you see God’s mercy in this Bible story? Where do you see God’s 
mercy today? Explain that the word mercy means “kindness or forgiveness 
when punishment is deserved.” Point out that Noah trusted God, but he was 
still a sinner who needed mercy. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Eph. 2:8-9.) 

LG Facilitator Say 
…………..

BREAKOUT #4 - Float a boat
Break into the established groups
Provide play dough, foil, and craft sticks for kids to construct their own boats. 
Discuss what features might help a boat float. Allow kids to predict whether or not a 
boat will float, and then test each boat in the shallow water.

Say • Imagine making a boat that would actually hold people and animals! Today’s 
Bible story is about a man who obeyed God. He built a large boat, called an 
ark, because God had a plan to clean up the earth. Let’s find out what 
happened.

LG Facilitator Say 
…………….
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