
December 2 Small Group K & 1st  

Unit 1 • Session 1
God Created the World

Bible Passage:  
Genesis 1

Story Point: God created everything, and everything He created was good.

Key Passage:  
Colossians 1:16b-17

Big Picture Question: 
Who is God? God is our Creator and King.

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(10–15 minutes)

Teach THE STORY
(25–30 minutes)

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 minutes)

Leader Bible Study
In the beginning, God created everything. God created the universe ex nihilo, or “out 
of nothing.” All of creation began with a word. When God spoke, it happened: light, 
land,  sky,  stars,  plants,  and animals.  God made them all,  and they were  good. 
Creation was perfect, just as God intended.

The first story—in fact, every story in the Bible—is a small piece of a much bigger 
story: God’s redemptive story. Sin would enter the world and affect everything, but 
God already knew. He already had a plan to show His grace to people through His 
Son (2 Tim. 1:9), to rescue and restore. 

The Bible says that God’s plan existed before He created the world. (Eph. 1:4-6) The 
Bible tells the story of how a great God redeemed rebellious people by sending His 
Son, Jesus, to be the perfect sacrifice for sin.

The story of Jesus does not begin in a manger. The Son has always existed, and He 
was present at creation. He is the Word through whom all things were created. (John 
1:1-3) 

Colossians 1:16-17 says that everything was created by Him and for Him, and He 
holds everything together. Through creation, we see and understand God’s eternal 
power and divine nature. (Rom. 1:20)

As you begin teaching kids about creation, help them discover who God is. Remind 
boys and girls that God created everything with a purpose: to bring Him glory. Psalm 
19:1 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the expanse proclaims the 
work of his hands.”

The Book of Genesis is the beginning of the greatest story ever told. It is a true story, 
and at the center of it all is the true hero: our Savior, Jesus Christ. This story changes 
everything.
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The BIBLE Story
God Created the World

Genesis 1
In the beginning, nothing existed except for God. God created the heavens and 

the earth. The earth had no shape, and darkness covered the earth. The Spirit of God 
was there, hovering over the waters. 

God spoke: “Let there be light!” What God said happened. God saw that the 
light was good, and He separated the light from the darkness. God called the light 
“day,” and He called the darkness “night.” Evening came, and then morning came. 
That was the first day.

God spoke again: “Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate 
them.” What God said happened. He made a space between the water that was on 
the earth and the water above the earth. God called the expanse “sky.” Evening 
came, and then morning came. That was the second day.

God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered into one place, and let 
the dry land appear.” What God said happened. God called the dry land “earth,” 
and He called the gathered water “seas.” God saw that it was good. Then God said, 
“Let the earth make plants and trees with fruits and seeds.” What God said 
happened. Plants and trees grew, and God saw that it was good. Evening came, 
and then morning came. That was the third day.

Next, God placed lights in the sky. God created the sun to shine during the 
day and the moon and stars to shine at night. God gave us lights to shine on the 
earth, to separate day from night, and to help us track time in days and years. God 
saw that it was good. Evening came, and then morning came. That was the 
fourth day.

Next, God made creatures that move and swim in the water. He made birds 
to flap their wings and soar across the sky. God saw that it was good. God told the 
animals to multiply, and they filled the seas and the sky. Evening came, and then 
morning came. That was the fifth day.

Then God made more animals—livestock, creatures that crawl, and wildlife—
to live on the earth. When God said it, it happened. And God saw that all of it was 
good.

Christ Connection: Jesus is Lord over all of creation. The Son has always existed. 
The Bible says everything was created by Him and for Him, and He holds everything 
together. All of creation exists to bring God glory.

(9:45-10:25AM) LARGE GROUP 
Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives and help new kids connect to your group. As kids 
arrive, ask them about their favorite animals. Why do they like the animals they 
chose? Ask them who made all the animals. 
Say • Those are some great choices for favorite animal. All kinds of fascinating 

creatures live in our world. Some creatures swim, some fly, and others crawl 
along the ground. Today we will learn that God made all the animals, as well 
as all the different places where the animals live. 

Session starter (10 minutes)
Duck, duck, zoo
Play Duck, Duck goose… It will select a kid to chase her by saying another animal, 
such as “monkey,” when she taps that kid’s head. He must stand up and chase It 
around the circle. Both children must move and make sounds like the animal It 
called out. If the chaser tags It before she sits in his spot, It must sit in the center of 
the circle until another kid takes her place. Otherwise, she sits in his spot. The chaser 
becomes It in the next round.
Say • It is fun to pretend to be different animals. Today we will learn about the 

creation of the world. God created the land and the sea and all the animals on 
the earth. Everything God created was good. 

(10:25-10:40AM) PLAYGROUND 
 (10:40-11:20AM) SMALL GROUP 

Apply the Story
Key passage activity (5 minutes)
 Instruct the kids to sit in a circle. Show the key passage poster and invite the kids to 
read it together. Then toss a tennis ball to a kid. Invite him to say the first word of 
the key passage and then pass the ball to another kid. She will say the next word and 
pass the ball, and so forth. After the kids complete the verse, hide the key passage 
poster and play again. If a kid gets stuck, show the key passage poster and invite the 
kids to read the forgotten word together before continuing. 
Say • Our key passage from the Book of Colossians reminds us that God the Son 

created the world with God the Father. Jesus is God’s Son, and He has always 
existed. The whole universe is held together by Jesus’ power, and we exist to 
love God and give Him glory by enjoying His goodness.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
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 Distribute a Bible to each kid and help the kids find Genesis 1. Show them how to 
use the table of contents to find books, and then explain the difference between the 
big numbers, which show chapters, and the little numbers, which show verses within 
a chapter.
Say • The Bible is separated into two main parts, the Old Testament and the New 

Testament. The Old Testament tells us about the time before Jesus came to 
earth as a human, and the New Testament tells us about Jesus and what 
happened during and after His life on earth.

Read Genesis 1:1-25. You may also choose to review the Bible story using the 
bolded text of the Bible story script. Then ask the following discussion questions:

God said that everything He created was good. What does that tell us about 
God? Steer discussion toward the idea that God’s creation being good shows 
that God is good.

How do we know when something is good? Guide discussion toward the idea 
that God decides what is good. Remind kids that God is our Creator and 
King, and He defines what is good.

What is your favorite thing that God has created? How do you feel about God 
when you think about wonderful things He made? Encourage each kid to 
name a different thing that God created. Steer discussion toward the idea that 
only God deserves our worship. Only He is powerful and good enough to be 
worthy of worship.

Say • Our story about God’s creating the world teaches us a lot about God. Who is 
God? God is our Creator and King. God deserves our worship because He 
created us, and He is perfectly good. At the end of our story today, the world 
was still perfect as God created it to be. One day Jesus will return, and the 
world will be perfect again.

Activity (10 minutes)
Creation wheel
Print a copy of the “Creation Wheel” printable for each kid. Encourage the kids to 
draw a picture in the different sections of the bottom circle representing what God 
created on each day. They may want to write the main point on the top circle. Help 
the kids cut out the two circles and fasten them together using a brass fastener in 
the middle. 
Say • God created everything, and everything He created was good. We know 

that God loves us because of the beautiful world He created. Use this creation 
wheel to remember the good things God created on each day. You could even 
use this to teach your friends or neighbors about God. Who is God? God is 
our Creator and King.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)
 Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids to write about or draw a 
picture to answer the following questions:

What does this story teach me about God or about the gospel?
What does this story teach me about myself?
Whom can I tell about this story? 
Make sure to send the activity page and any other pages home with the kids so 
that parents can see what their kids have been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to complete the Bible story 
coloring page provided with this session. Pray for your group.
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