
December 2                Small Group 3s – 4s

Unit 1 • Session 1
God Created the World

Bible Passage: 
Genesis 1

Story Point: 
God created everything, and it was good.

Key Passage: 
Colossians 1:16b

Big Picture Question: 
Who is God? God is our Creator and King.

Introduce the Story
(15–20 minutes)

Teach the Story
(10–15 minutes)

Experience the Story 
(20–25 minutes)

Leader Bible Study
In the beginning, God created everything. God created the universe ex nihilo, or “out 
of nothing.” All of creation began with a word. When God spoke, it happened: light, 
land,  sky,  stars,  plants,  and animals.  God made them all,  and they were  good. 
Creation was perfect, just as God intended.

The first story—in fact, every story in the Bible—is a small piece of a much bigger 
story: God’s redemptive story. Sin would enter the world and affect everything, but 
God already knew. He already had a plan to show His grace to people through His 
Son (2 Tim. 1:9), to rescue and restore. 

The Bible says that God’s plan existed before He created the world. (Eph. 1:4-6) The 
Bible tells the story of how a great God redeemed rebellious people by sending His 
Son, Jesus, to be the perfect sacrifice for sin.

The story of Jesus does not begin in a manger. God the Son has always existed, and 
He was present at creation. He is the Word through whom all things were created. 
(John 1:1-3) Colossians 1:16-17 says that everything was created by Him and for 

Him, and He holds everything together. Through creation, we see and understand 
God’s eternal power and divine nature. (Rom. 1:20)

As you begin teaching preschoolers about creation, help them discover who God is. 
Remind boys and girls that God created everything with a purpose: to bring Him 
glory. Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the expanse 
proclaims the work of his hands.”

The Book of Genesis is the beginning of the greatest story ever told. It is a true story, 
and at the center of it all is the true hero: our Savior, Jesus Christ. This story changes 
everything.
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The BIBLE Story
God Created the World

Genesis 1
In the beginning, there was nothing but God. There was no sun, no dirt, no 

creeks, no animals, and no people. God began to do something that no one else could 
ever do. God began to make the world … out of nothing!

First, God made the heavens and the earth. The earth was covered with water, 
and it was dark. God said, “Let there be light!” And there was light. God saw 
that the light was good. God called the light day, and He called the darkness 
night. That was Day 1.

On Day 2, God made the sky.
On Day 3, God gathered the water on earth into oceans. Now there was dry 

land. God saw that it was good. He made all kinds of plants and trees. Every 
plant and tree had seed to grow more of the same kind of plant or tree. And God 
saw that it was good. Everything God makes is good.

On Day 4, God made lights in the sky for day and night. He made the sun for 
daytime and the moon and stars for night. God looked at what He had made, and 
God saw that it was good.

On Day 5, God made animals that live in the water and animals that fly in 
the sky. He made fish and whales and seahorses and eels that move in the water. He 
made birds that fly in the sky. He made each kind of animal different, and God saw 
that it was good. So God blessed the animals and told them to have baby fish and 
baby birds so there would be more of them on earth.

On Day 6, God made animals that live on earth—all different kinds! He 
made wild animals, like lions and giraffes and foxes. He made animals that crawl on 
the ground, like alligators and caterpillars. He made animals that help people, like 
cows and camels and sheep. And God saw that all of it was good.

Christ Connection: Jesus is Lord over everything. The Bible says everything was 
created by Him and for Him. Jesus holds everything together.

(9:45-10:30AM) SMALL GROUP  
Welcome time
Play your CD player or TV with the theme songs provided.
Greet preschoolers and their parents (by name, if possible). 
Set out a few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Walk in an animal parade
 Form a single-file line. Explain that you will call out the name of an animal. 
Preschoolers must follow the line leader while pretending to be that animal. When 
you call out “zoo” preschoolers may pretend to be any animal they choose. Play 
while periodically changing line leaders.  
Say • Did you know that God made all the animals? God made animals that live in 

the water and animals that fly in the sky. God made animals that live on earth
—all different kinds. God is so creative; He made so many different animals! 
We will hear how God made animals—and everything else—in today’s Bible 
story. 

Play in a seed sensory bin 
 Cover a table and the floor below with plastic tablecloths. Fill a large plastic tub 
with a few inches of bird seed. Set the tub on the table with sensory bin tools, such 
as measuring cups and spoons, funnels, tongs, and toy shovels. Invite preschoolers 
to play freely in the seeds. Consider placing items such as craft feathers, plastic 
animals, and nature items in the bin for preschool to hide and find as well. Use one 
tub for every three to four children. 
Say • Did you know that we could plant these seeds and they might grow into 

plants? God made all the plants and trees. Every plant and tree has seeds to 
grow more of the same kind of plant or tree. God is so smart how He created 
plants and trees to make more plants and trees. We will hear about how God 
created everything in our Bible story today.  

Transition to tell the story
 To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them to Bible study, flip off the 
lights or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. Invite preschoolers to walk as 
their favorite animal as they move to Bible study.

(10:30-10:50AM) LARGE GROUP 
 (10:50-11:00AM) SNACK TIME 

(11:00-11:15AM) SMALL GROUP 
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Experience The Story
Make creation bracelets
 Wrap a piece of masking tape around a child’s wrist, sticky side out. If weather 
permits, lead preschoolers outside on a nature walk. Use a walking rope for younger 
preschoolers. If weather does not permit, bring nature items inside and set them 
around the room for preschoolers to discover. Invite preschoolers to stick nature 
items to their masking tape to create a nature bracelet. Encourage preschoolers to 
enjoy the things that God made as they are outside.
Say • All these things you put on your bracelet are things that God made! God made 

the [items preschoolers placed on bracelet]. God created everything, and it 
was good. The Bible says everything was created by Jesus and for Jesus. So 
these things on your bracelet also show how amazing Jesus is! Jesus is Lord 
over everything.

Watch dance shadows
 Use a flashlight (s) to cast light on a blank wall. Turn on the flashlight and dim the 
other lights. Play the theme song or key passage song. Invite preschoolers to dance to 
the music and observe their shadows. Challenge older preschoolers to make their 
shadows connect.
Say • The earth was dark, but when God said, “Let there be light,” there was light. 

God called the light day, and He called the darkness night. God created 
everything, and it was good. Jesus is Lord over everything. He has power 
over the light and the darkness. Jesus holds everything together.

Form play dough animals
 Set out play dough and play dough tools. Invite preschoolers to form animals out 
of play dough. Preschoolers may wish to flatten the dough and use cookie cutters or 
shape the dough into three-dimensional animals. As preschoolers work, comment on 
how God created animals.
Say • Your play dough animals are great! God made so many different kinds of 

animals. God blessed the animals and told them to have baby animals so there 
would be more of them on earth, and they did! God created everything, and 
it was good. Jesus is Lord over everything. Jesus holds everything together.

Snack and review
 Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. Wash hands and gather 
preschoolers for snack time. Pray, thanking God for the snack. 

Serve goldfish for snack. Invite preschoolers to look at the crackers and name the 
animals. Point out that God made many different animals. Remind preschoolers that 
God created everything, and it was good. 

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following questions. Retell parts of 
the Bible story as needed. 

What was there in the beginning? (nothing but God) 
Did God use anything to make the world? (No, He made the world out of 

nothing.) 
What did God call the light? the darkness? (day, night) 
What did God put in the sky for daytime? for nighttime? (sun, moon, and stars)
What did God say when He saw everything He made? (It was good.) 
Who is God? God is our Creator and King.

Transition 
 When children finish their snack, preschoolers may color the Bible story coloring 
page, play a simple game to practice the key passage or big picture question, or sing 
along to the key passage or unit theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell them something that their 
child enjoyed doing or did well during the session. Distribute the preschool big 
picture cards for families.
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