
December 2 Small Group, 2nd-5th 

Unit 1 • Session 1
God Created the World

Bible Passage:  
Genesis 1

Story point: 
God created everything, and everything He created was good.

Key Passage:  
Colossians 1:16b-17

Big Picture Question: 
Who is God? God is our Creator and King.

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(10–15 minutes)

Teach THE STORY
(25–30 minutes)

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 minutes)

Leader Bible Study
In the beginning, God created everything. God created the universe ex nihilo, or “out 
of nothing.” All of creation began with a word. When God spoke, it happened: light, 
land, sky, stars, plants, and animals. God made them all, and they were good. 
Creation was perfect, just as God intended.

The first story—in fact, every story in the Bible—is a small piece of a much bigger 
story: God’s redemptive story. Sin would enter the world and affect everything, but 
God already knew. He already had a plan to show His grace to people through His 
Son (2 Tim. 1:9), to rescue and restore. 

The Bible says that God’s plan existed before He created the world. (Eph. 1:4-6) The 
Bible tells the story of how a great God redeemed rebellious people by sending His 
Son, Jesus, to be the perfect sacrifice for sin.

The story of Jesus does not begin in a manger. God the Son has always existed, and 
He was present at creation. He is the Word through whom all things were created. 
(John 1:1-3) Colossians 1:16-17 says that everything was created by Him and for 

Him, and He holds everything together. Through creation, we see and understand 
God’s eternal power and divine nature. (Rom. 1:20)

As you begin teaching kids about creation, help them discover who God is. Remind 
boys and girls that God created everything with a purpose: to bring Him glory. Psalm 
19:1 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the expanse proclaims the 
work of his hands.”

The Book of Genesis is the beginning of the greatest story ever told. It is a true story, 
and at the center of it all is the true hero: our Savior, Jesus Christ. This story changes 
everything.
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December 2 Small Group, 2nd-5th 

The BIBLE Story - God Created the World
Genesis 1

In the beginning, nothing existed except for God. God created the heavens and 
the earth. The earth had no shape, and darkness covered the earth. The Spirit of God 
was there, hovering over the waters. 

God spoke: “Let there be light!” What God said happened. God saw that the 
light was good, and He separated the light from the darkness. God called the light 
“day,” and He called the darkness “night.” Evening came, and then morning came. 
That was the first day.

God spoke again: “Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate 
them.” What God said happened. He made a space between the water that was on 
the earth and the water above the earth. God called the expanse “sky.” Evening 
came, and then morning came. That was the second day.

God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered into one place, and let 
the dry land appear.” What God said happened. God called the dry land “earth,” 
and He called the gathered water “seas.” God saw that it was good. Then God said, 
“Let the earth make plants and trees with fruits and seeds.” What God said 
happened. Plants and trees grew, and God saw that it was good. Evening came, 
and then morning came. That was the third day.

Next, God placed lights in the sky. God created the sun to shine during the 
day and the moon and stars to shine at night. God gave us lights to shine on the 
earth, to separate day from night, and to help us track time in days and years. God 
saw that it was good. Evening came, and then morning came. That was the 
fourth day.

Next, God made creatures that move and swim in the water. He made birds 
to flap their wings and soar across the sky. God saw that it was good. God told the 
animals to multiply, and they filled the seas and the sky. Evening came, and then 
morning came. That was the fifth day.

Then God made more animals—livestock, creatures that crawl, and wildlife—
to live on the earth. When God said it, it happened. And God saw that all of it was 
good.

Christ Connection: Jesus is Lord over all of creation. The Son has always existed. 
The Bible says everything was created by Him and for Him, and He holds everything 
together. All of creation exists to bring God glory. 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December 2 Small Group, 2nd-5th 

Introduce the Story
Session Title: God Created the World
Bible Passage: Genesis 1
Story Point: God created everything, and everything He created was good.
Key Passage: Colossians 1:16b-17
Big Picture Question: Who is God? God is our Creator and King.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives and help new kids connect to your group. Prompt 
kids to imagine a perfect world. Invite them to describe it.

The Large group facilitator will lead from the platform and will instruct the small groups when 
to begin discussing.
LG Facilitator

BREAKOUT #1
Small group leaders will lead the sections highlighted in this color
Session starter (10 minutes) - Instant recipes
Give each team a piece of paper and a pencil. Instruct teams to name a dish from a 
cookbook. Kids should list all the ingredients they think you need to make it.

Allow about one minute for kids to write and then call time. Invite each group to 
share its list. Then share the actual list from the cookbook (from your 
smartphone). Play additional rounds as time allows. (Suggested dishes: buttermilk 
pancakes, lasagna, blueberry pie, pasta salad, caramel brownies, chicken casserole)
Say • All of these recipes require ingredients to make the dish. When God created 

the world, how do you think He did it? [Allow kids to respond.] God didn’t 
mix together a bunch of ingredients; He created everything out of nothing.

Have you ever wondered why God created everything? We’re going to find 
out when we hear today’s Bible story.

BREAKOUT #2
Apply the Story Key passage activity (5 minutes)
Break into the established groups
Group leader will Instruct kids to stand in a circle. Display the key passage poster. 
Lead the kids to read the key passage together. Then cover or remove the poster. 
Lead boys and girls to say the key passage again.

Choose a kid to say the first word of the key passage. The kid to her left should 
say the next word, and so on around the circle until kids say the entire key passage. 
Repeat as time allows.
LG Facilitator

BREAKOUT #3
Break into the established groups

Lead the group to discuss (Q’s will be on the projector):
When God spoke, things happened. What does this tell you about His power? 

Help kids recognize God’s authority over all of creation.  
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 47:2.)

What makes something good? Who decides what is good? Help kids define good 
as anything that is acceptable to God. As Creator and King, God sets the 
standard for what is good.  
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rom. 12:2.)

What are some parts of creation you enjoy? Who deserves worship—creation or 
the Creator? Why? Guide boys and girls to recognize God as the only One 
who deserves our worship. No one is like Him.  
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rev. 4:11.)

LG Facilitator

BREAKOUT #4
Break into the established groups
Activity (10 minutes) - Days of Creation cube
Provide a cube printable, scissors, and glue stick for each kid. Demonstrate how to 
cut apart and assemble the cube, folding along solid lines and gluing together tabs.

Review each picture. Prompt kids to identify what God made on each day of 
creation. (Day 1: light; Day 2: sky; Day 3: earth and seas, plants and trees; Day 4: 
sun, moon, and stars; Day 5: fish and birds; Day 6: livestock, creatures that crawl, 
and wildlife) 

Instruct kids to form pairs or groups of three. Explain how they can use their 
cubes to play a game: Kids should roll their cubes at the same time. If cubes land 
with the same picture facing upright, the first player to shout, “It was good!” earns a 
point. Play as time allows. 
Say • God created everything, and everything He created was good. The Bible 

tells us that Jesus is Lord over all of creation. The Son has always existed. 
Everything was created by Him and for Him, and He holds everything 
together. All of creation exists to bring God glory. Who is God? God is our 
Creator and King. The Bible tells us about God’s plan to rescue sinners 
through His Son. 
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