
December 2 LARGE GROUP  -  YOUNGER 

Unit 1 • Session 1
God Created the World

Bible Passage:  
Genesis 1

Story Point: God created everything, and everything He created was good.

Key Passage:  
Colossians 1:16b-17

Big Picture Question: 
Who is God? God is our Creator and King.

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(10–15 minutes)

Teach THE STORY
(25–30 minutes)

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 minutes)

Leader Bible Study
In the beginning, God created everything. God created the universe ex nihilo, or 
“out of nothing.” All of creation began with a word. When God spoke, it happened: 
light, land, sky, stars, plants, and animals. God made them all, and they were good. 
Creation was perfect, just as God intended.

The first story—in fact, every story in the Bible—is a small piece of a much bigger 
story: God’s redemptive story. Sin would enter the world and affect everything, but 
God already knew. He already had a plan to show His grace to people through His 
Son (2 Tim. 1:9), to rescue and restore. 

The Bible says that God’s plan existed before He created the world. (Eph. 1:4-6) 
The Bible tells the story of how a great God redeemed rebellious people by sending 
His Son, Jesus, to be the perfect sacrifice for sin.

The story of Jesus does not begin in a manger. The Son has always existed, and He 
was present at creation. He is the Word through whom all things were created. (John 
1:1-3) 

Colossians 1:16-17 says that everything was created by Him and for Him, and He 
holds everything together. Through creation, we see and understand God’s eternal 
power and divine nature. (Rom. 1:20)

As you begin teaching kids about creation, help them discover who God is. Remind 
boys and girls that God created everything with a purpose: to bring Him glory. 
Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the expanse proclaims 
the work of his hands.”

The Book of Genesis is the beginning of the greatest story ever told. It is a true 
story, and at the center of it all is the true hero: our Savior, Jesus Christ. This story 
changes everything.
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The BIBLE Story
God Created the World

Genesis 1
In the beginning, nothing existed except for God. God created the heavens 

and the earth. The earth had no shape, and darkness covered the earth. The Spirit 
of God was there, hovering over the waters. 

God spoke: “Let there be light!” What God said happened. God saw that the 
light was good, and He separated the light from the darkness. God called the light 
“day,” and He called the darkness “night.” Evening came, and then morning 
came. That was the first day.

God spoke again: “Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate 
them.” What God said happened. He made a space between the water that was on 
the earth and the water above the earth. God called the expanse “sky.” Evening 
came, and then morning came. That was the second day.

God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered into one place, and let 
the dry land appear.” What God said happened. God called the dry land “earth,” 
and He called the gathered water “seas.” God saw that it was good. Then God said, 
“Let the earth make plants and trees with fruits and seeds.” What God said 
happened. Plants and trees grew, and God saw that it was good. Evening came, 
and then morning came. That was the third day.

Next, God placed lights in the sky. God created the sun to shine during the 
day and the moon and stars to shine at night. God gave us lights to shine on the 
earth, to separate day from night, and to help us track time in days and years. God 
saw that it was good. Evening came, and then morning came. That was the 
fourth day.

Next, God made creatures that move and swim in the water. He made birds 
to flap their wings and soar across the sky. God saw that it was good. God told 
the animals to multiply, and they filled the seas and the sky. Evening came, and then 
morning came. That was the fifth day.

Then God made more animals—livestock, creatures that crawl, and wildlife—
to live on the earth. When God said it, it happened. And God saw that all of it 
was good.

Christ  Connection:  Jesus  is  Lord over  all  of  creation.  The Son has  always 
existed. The Bible says everything was created by Him and for Him, and He holds 
everything together. All of creation exists to bring God glory. 
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Introduce the Story
Session Title: God Created the World
Bible Passage: Genesis 1
Story Point: God created everything, and everything He created was good.
Key Passage: Colossians 1:16b-17
Big Picture Question: Who is God? God is our Creator and King.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives and help new kids connect to your group. As kids 
arrive, ask them about their favorite animals. Why do they like the animals they 
chose? Ask them who made all the animals. 
Say • Those are some great choices for favorite animal. All kinds of fascinating 

creatures live in our world. Some creatures swim, some fly, and others crawl 
along the ground. Today we will learn that God made all the animals, as well 
as all the different places where the animals live. 

Session starter (10 minutes)
Duck, duck, zoo
 Instruct the kids to sit in a circle. Choose a kid to be It. She will walk around the 
circle, gently tapping each kid’s head saying “duck.” It will select a kid to chase her 
by saying another animal, such as “monkey,” when she taps that kid’s head. He 
must stand up and chase It around the circle. Both children must move and make 
sounds like the animal It called out when choosing her chaser. If the chaser tags It 
before she sits in his spot, It must sit in the center of the circle until another kid 
takes her place. Otherwise, she sits in his spot. The chaser becomes It in the next 
round.
Say • It is fun to pretend to be different animals. Today we will learn about the 

creation of the world. God created the land and the sea and all the animals on 
the earth. Everything God created was good. 

Transition to teach the story
Teach the Story
Countdown
 Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to end as the session 
begins. 
Introduce the session (3 minutes)
 [Leader enters wearing greasy overalls and a tool belt. He or she is carrying a 
Bible.]
 Leader • Well hey, everyone! I wasn’t expecting visitors today, or I might have 

changed into some cleaner clothes. Welcome to my repair shop. I love to 
work on fixing broken things to make them as good as new. Occasionally I’ll 

use leftover parts to build something totally new, but that’s a bit harder than 
fixing something that someone else already invented. You know, just about 
everything breaks down eventually. But this wasn’t always the case. When 
the world was brand new, everything was good and perfect, and nothing ever 
broke. 

That may sound pretty different, but it’s the truth. You see, this here [hold 
up Bible] is my Bible. The Bible is God’s Word and it tells us what is true 
about God, about ourselves, and about the world we live in. Would you all 
like me to tell you the story of when everything was new and perfect? [Allow 
responses.] All right! Let’s get started.

Big picture question (1 minute)
Leader • The first thing we need is our big picture question. That will help us 

know part of the big picture about what our Bible story teaches us. I’ll say it 
once; then you repeat after me. Ready? Who is God? Now all together: Who 
is God? Great job. As you listen to the story, see if you can figure out the 
answer. We’ll talk more about it soon.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
 Open your Bible to Genesis 1. Use the Bible storytelling tips on the Bible story 
page (earlier page) to help you tell the story, or show the Bible story video “God 
Created the World.”
Leader • This story teaches us some important things about God. We know that He 

is powerful because He created the entire universe just by speaking. We 
know He is good because everything that He made was beautiful and good. 
We also know that He is creative! Think about all the interesting plants and 
animals in the world. God thought up each one from nothing. And because 
God made everything, that means that He knows what is best and has the 
right to rule over everything. 

So, now we can come up with an answer for our big picture question. Who 
is God? God is our Creator and King. God has authority over all of creation. 
He made the whole universe and everything in it, even things we cannot see. 
God created everything from nothing. No regular human can do anything 
like that. When we make or build things, we use parts that already exist. 
When we need to make parts, we use metal, stone, wood, or plastic. We can 
change things, but we cannot create things from nothing. Only God can do 
that.

I love learning what God thought about each new part of the world. Can 
anyone remember? [Allow responses.] That’s right! God created many 
different things, but each time He created something, He saw that it was 
good. God did not create any bad things! God created everything, and 
everything He created was good. 
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Christ connection
 Leader • The Bible tells us that Jesus is the Son of God and the Word of God. In 

John 1, we learn that Jesus is God and that Jesus was with God in the 
beginning—during the creation of the world. Everything God created was 
created through Jesus. The Bible also tells us that all things are held together 
by Jesus.

Jesus is Lord over all of creation. The Son has always existed. The Bible 
says everything was created by Him and for Him, and He holds everything 
together. All of creation exists to bring God glory.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
 Show the “Unit 1, Session 1” questions from kids video. Prompt kids to think 
about this question: How do we know God exists? Guide them to discuss some 
ways they’ve seen God’s power and majesty in creation.

Sing (4 minutes)
 Leader • Let’s sing a song to worship God for all the good things He created. 

Who is God? God is our Creator and King. God is also our Father.
Sing together “My Father’s World.”

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
Leader • Lord, You are our Creator and our King. We praise You because You are 

good and glorious. Thank You for creating the world and creating us to live 
in it and love You. Help us to know You more and live for You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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3s-4 year olds 
Teach the Story
SESSION TITLE: God Created the World
Bible Passage: Genesis 1
Story Point: God created everything, and it was good.
Key Passage: Colossians 1:16b
Big Picture Question: Who is God? God is our Creator and King.

Introduce the Bible story 
 Place a bookmark at Genesis 1 in your Bible. Invite a preschooler to open it. 
Reverently display the open Bible.
Say • The Bible is the most important book. The Bible is God’s Word, and God’s 

Word is true. Today’s Bible story comes from the very first book of the 
Bible, Genesis. Can you say Genesis? Genesis is in the first part of the 
Bible called the Old Testament.

Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together to tell an even bigger 
story. The Bible tells us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, 
Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
 Tell the Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the bolded version (on 
earlier page) of the Bible story for young preschoolers.
Say • God did something that no one else could ever do. God created everything, 

and it was good. The sun, moon, oceans, plants, trees, animals that live in 
the water, animals that live in trees, animals that live on land—God made all 
of them and all that God made was good! 

Practice the key passage 
 Cut out the “Key Passage Marker” and place it at Colossians 1:16b. Invite a 
volunteer to come up and open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage 
aloud. Create motions for preschoolers to use as they say the key passage. 
Say • Our key passage tells us that everything that was made was made by Jesus 

and for Jesus. Remember that Jesus is God. Jesus is God the Son. Jesus 
created everything, and Jesus is Lord over everything. Jesus holds everything 
together.

Learn the big picture question
 Say • Our big picture question asks, Who is God? God is our Creator and King. 

God created everything and He rules over everything. That makes Him our 
Creator and our King! 

Missions moment

 Say • God created the whole universe, and everything God made is good! God 
made people, too, and God loves people in a special way. Watch this video 
about how much God loves people.

Show the “God’s Heart” video.
Say • A lot of people on earth still don’t know that Jesus came to show us God’s 

love. Missionaries tell others about Jesus all over the world!
Pray and transition to experience the story 


