
Live into

community



Being a  
Neighbor  
Matters
Inhabit empowers Christian 
neighbors as they invest in 
Milwaukee communities,  
partnering with local leaders  
and organizations to see the 
community flourish.

Inhabit believes that being a 
neighbor matters—because 
neighbors are inherently 
interested in the well-being 
of their neighborhoods. 
Neighbors invest their time, 
money, love, and presence in 
a geographically specific place 
over a long period of time. 
Neighbors don’t close up shop 
at 5pm, take the day off or lose 
interest. Good neighbors are 
knit into the community and 
seek to partner with each other 
when it benefits the community 
as a whole.

Learning the Ministry  
of Faithful Presence
One of our neighbors has one of those grabber sticks—the ones that 
help you reach things easier. I recently caught him picking up bottles and 
wrappers on the block at six in the morning before most folks get up. He 
is a reserved, retired, Briggs and Stratton employee who has lived in the 
house on 44th for decades. He quietly and anonymously picks up trash 
every morning on the block and it took me 4 years to notice. But he is 
faithful, and because of him, the neighborhood is a better place to live.

The longer I live in the city, the more I believe we need more people 
willing to do small things, the right things, over a long period of time 
without notoriety. I used to think we needed dynamic leadership and 
idea-laden, sophisticated programming to address the needs in the 
community. But it seems that love doesn’t always work like that. Love 
is smaller. Love is more consistent, and it has a much, much longer 
timetable than we do.

Our 2-year Urban Ministry leaders are currently reading The World is Not 
Ours to Save by Tyler Wigg-Stevenson. The book, and their reflections, 
remind me that we are called to faithfulness, in obscurity, trusting that 
God is working through a long obedience.

Such an idea flies in the face of our cultural mores. What if we are not 
called to be powerful and efficient so much as we are called to be 
vulnerable—to be connected with our neighbors over a really long period 
of time through thousands of small acts of anonymous faithfulness that 
expose us to the risky act of love?

This is called the ministry of faithful presence. And it is our call and 
mission. Whether we are teaming up with local pastors to rehab their 
buildings, connecting with neighbors over issues they care about, or 
teaching a neighbor kid piano lessons after school, Inhabit must never  
give up being faithful and present in our community over the long haul. 

Thank you for your support and prayers.

In Christ Jesus, 
Tim 
Director



Urban Ministry
Training the next generation
Inhabit develops young leaders 
as they discern their calling in 
intentional community. We believe 
that future leaders should be 
prepared not only to engage in right 
reflection, but also in right action 
—considering the needs and voice 
of their community rather than just 
personal career advancement.

Inhabit offers a 2-year intensive 
program for young leaders who 
are seriously pursuing a future long 
term commitment to ministry in 
the city. They need not be trained 
in ministry but must demonstrate 
a significant passion for work in 
urban contexts and desire for long 
term engagement in the central  
city of Milwaukee.

Whether an applicant has 
extensive theological and ministry 

background or none at all,  
Inhabit seeks to articulate a robust 
theology and equip our leaders 
with the tools they need to think 
critically, thrive spiritually and  
serve their neighborhood in 
meaningful ways.

Inhabit leaders are assigned  
5 hours of reading and participate 
in 2 hours of training each week. 
Additionally, Inhabit leaders are 
paired with a local ministry/program 
in the community in order to learn 
from local leadership and follow 
their direction.

Every year Inhabit sends its 
leaders to the Christian Community 
Development Conference, conducts 
quarterly half day trainings and 
annual leadership retreats as  
part of our commitment to  
ongoing training.

the Bible begins
in a garden...

but it ends
in a cityINTENTIONAL COMMUNITY

Inhabit develops young leaders 
as they discern their calling in 
intentional community.



Faithful in the Small Things
What does the ideal Christian leader in the city look like? When Inhabit 
is recruiting new leaders we look for people who are flexible in stressful 
situations, highly-committed to loving their neighbor and who possess 
a certain tenacious endurance that allows them to keep positive and 
focused in the midst of adversity. When it came time to expand our 
staffing, we looked for the very same qualities.

Earlier this year, Larissa Bogle-Boesiger felt God calling her to move to 
the central city neighborhood of Sherman Park. In May, Larissa made the 
decision to move to Sherman Park with her husband Donnie, and work 
for Inhabit as our Program Coordinator.

“Living in the (Sherman Park) neighborhood has been a dream of ours 
since we got married. I believe in living into community, and I wanted to 
be a neighbor in every sense of the word to the kids I had been working 
with at Church for the past few years,” says Bogle-Boesiger.

A month after they moved in, while they were out of town, their house 
was robbed in the middle of the night. Thieves stole everything that might 
have monetary value, even their passports. It was a traumatic experience 
that made them question why they moved to the neighborhood in the 
first place.

In the midst of this difficulty, Larissa made the choice to keep engaging 
the neighborhood. She chose to do what we call, “breaking the trauma 
cycle,” by intentionally re-engaging and becoming a positive force for 
good in the neighborhood.

Instead of hunkering down inside her house in fear, Larissa reached out 
to her neighbors. She learned that most of them had also been robbed 
and her experience wasn’t uncommon even though it was traumatic. 
And while she couldn’t undo the robbery, she could choose to love her 
neighbors each day as part of her healing.

Larissa quickly figured out that the tattooed guys next door like sweets 
so she made an enormous apple pie that spilled over the edges of the 
pan. She handed the pie to her neighbor and jokingly warned the group 
of guys to save a slice for the woman inside and to return the pan when 
they were done.

Later that day, she gave piano lessons to a grade school kid named 
“B.A.” B.A. stands for Baby Anthony but he isn’t a baby anymore. B.A. 
is a polite and quirky fourth grader, really interested in learning about 
music, but his school doesn’t offer it.

On Friday night, 3 teenage 
girls from the house next door 
accidentally get locked out of 
their house and knocked on the 
door. Larissa is their Bible study 
leader and they know she is safe. 
Within 10 minutes, she hosted an 
impromptu dance party in the living 
room. Larissa ordered some pizzas 
and gave in to the unplanned fun.

Larissa and Donnie have renewed 
passion for the neighborhood and 
they are thinking big. They live 
across the street from 3  
boarded up foreclosures.

“Donnie and I have this BHAG.” 
She explains, “A Big Hairy 
Audacious Goal. We would love 

to see the whole block rehabbed 
so our neighbors can have more 
livable housing that is safe, clean 
and efficient. I’m not sure how  
this is going to happen but we  
are praying about it.”

She sits in the coffee shop and 
pores over a spreadsheet. She 
already knows the owners, the 
assessed values, code violations, 
back tax balances and sales history 
of the 50 houses in her immediate 
neighborhood. She’s made some 
phone calls already and has some 
meetings set up.

Why does she do all of these 
things? Because that is what it 
means to be a neighbor.

DREAMING BIG
Larissa and Donnie have renewed 
passion for the neighborhood and 
they are thinking big. 



Inhabit Helps Rehab  
Boarded up Synagogue
For almost two years Pastor Will 
Davis had been trying to purchase 
the boarded up former synagogue 
on 54th and Center Street. Pastor 
Davis’ congregation, Invisible 
Reality Ministries, felt called to 
serve in Sherman Park but they 
were getting discouraged because 
they couldn’t find a suitable space 
for worship. The building is a 
few blocks from one of Inhabit’s 
houses where four of our leaders 
are currently living.

When Pastor Will asked for 
volunteers to help rehab the 
dilapidated building, Inhabit 
jumped at the chance to do our 
part. Thieves had gutted the 
electrical and plumbing, water 

had come in through a leaky roof 
leaving the building in need of  
a total renovation.

Inhabit leaders helped with much 
of the demolition, some of the 
construction, and secured many 
tools the church members needed 
to get the job done. The church 
sanctuary, bathroom facilities, and 
office space are now completed 
and they are currently working to 
finish the kids area that will  
double as a daycare.

Inhabit will continue working 
with IRM and Pastor Davis with 
a focus on racial reconciliation 
through worship and service in 
our neighborhood.

Supporting Steadfastness
Inhabit comes alongside long-term neighbors
This year Inhabit launched a new ministry of support, prayer, and 
encouragement for folks, not in our two year program, but those 
who have committed to holistically engaging their neighborhoods 
here in Milwaukee. We meet on the second Friday of each month 
for prayer, support, and fellowship.

Long-term ministry in central city neighborhoods is not easy. 
Without proper support, it can lead to burnout, secondary trauma, 
and disengagement over time. Inhabit believes this place-based 
ministry of presence is crucial to neighborhood transformation so 
we want to invest in those who are committed to it. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please contact DesAnne Hippe 
at desanne@inhabitmke.org



Forming Future  
Ministry Leaders
Through on site  
learning experiences
Inhabit hosts volunteer teams 
every year. This year, Inhabit 
partnered with Southern 
Wesleyan University during their 
spring break for the Urban Plunge 
program. As a part of their Urban 
Ministry class, students spent 
three days living in one of our 
houses and learning from our 
leaders about what it means to 
holistically and authentically  
follow Jesus in the city.

It was highly transformational 
for many of them. Here’s what 
some of them wrote in their final 
reflection papers:

“While I want all people to know 
that name of Jesus and tell of 
His glory in their lives, I learned 
a valuable lesson during this 
trip. That lesson is that when 
people are hurting and oppressed, 
they lose their trust. Trust is not 
easily rebuilt, and reconciliation 
does not happen overnight. It 
is a process that requires love 
and intentionality, and most 
importantly, it takes relationship.” 
Mimi

“One take-away from this 
experience is that my fear isn’t 
just crippling me; it is crippling 
my community. If I fail to answer 
the call that God placed on 
my life over a year ago to go 
into my community and make 
connections, all because of  
fear, then my life isn’t the  
only one impacted.”  
Shari

“I wouldn’t trade going on this 
Plunge for anything in the world.  
I was challenged in paradigms 
that I otherwise thought I had 
completely understood. All 
provided such a learning 
experience that I don’t think ever 
could be replicated within the 
realms of a classroom.”  
Jeremy
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