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November 2022 Weekly Events 

FLC (Family Life Center); FH (Fellowship Hall); 
HH (Horizon House); YL (Youth Loft) 

Sundays: 

Traditional Worship Service 8:30 AM (Sanctuary) 

Hebrews Coffee Time 9:30 AM (FH)  

Sunday School 9:45 AM  

Hebrews Coffee Time 10:45 AM (FH)  

Blended Worship Service 11:00 AM (Sanctuary) 

Sunday UMYF 5:00 PM (YL) 

Mondays: 

Prayer Team Meeting 9:30 AM (HH) 

Tai Chi 11:00 AM (FLC) 

Quilters Meeting 1:00 PM (HH) 

Fourther’s Emmaus Group 5:00 PM (HH) 

Tuesdays: 

Williamson Sound Band 9:30 AM - 2:00 PM (FLC) 

Strong Bones 10:00 AM (FH Adult Ed Room #110) 

Women’s Bible Study 11:00 AM (FH Adult Ed Room #112) Ends 11/15/22 

Journeymen Emmaus Group 6:30 PM (Offsite/Zoom) 

Wednesdays: 

Wesley Value Meal 5:30 PM - 7:00 PM (FLC) 

Small Groups 6:00 PM (Adult Ed Wing) 

St. John’s Ringers Rehearsal 6:30 PM (FH Adult Ed Wing Room #110) 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:00 PM (Choir Room #101) 

Wednesday Evening Support Group 7:00 PM (HH) 

Thursdays: 

Weight Watchers Group 9:30 AM (FH) 

Strong Bones 10:00 AM (FH Adult Ed Room #110) 

Chosen Bible Study 11:00 AM & 6:00 PM (FLC) Ends 11/17/22 

Everyday Praise Band Rehearsal 6:30 PM (Sanctuary) 

Living Solutions 7:00 PM (HH) 

Fridays: 

Crafters Meeting 1:00 PM (HH) 

Saturdays: 

Eye of the Storm Reunion Group 7:30 AM (Offsite) 

Weight Watchers Group 8:30 AM (FH) 

Saturday Morning Support Group 9:30 AM (HH) 

November 2022 Events 

• Monday November 7 & 21: 

Stephen’s Minister Meeting in 

Horizon House 

• Tuesdays: Women’s Bible Study in 

Adult Ed Room #112 (Ends 

11/15/2022 

• Thursdays: Chosen Season 2 Bible 

Study in Family Life Center (Ends 

11/17/2022) 

• Tuesdays November 8 & 22: Game 

Day in Horizon House 

• Tuesday, November 8: UMM 

Meeting in Family Life Center 

• Friday, November 11: MOPS 

Meeting in Family Life Center 

• Saturday, November 12: Patsy 

Jefferies Memorial 

• Saturday, November 12: UMW 

Potluck Luncheon in Fellowship 

Hall 

• Monday, November 15: Finance 

Meeting in Church office 

• Wednesday, November 16: Turkey 

Build at Wesley Value Meal in 

Family Life Center 

• Saturday, November 19: Come 

Home for Christmas Celebration 

• Monday, November 28: Trustees 

Meeting in Fellowship Hall 

• Sunday, November 27: Hanging of 

the Greens Service in Sanctuary 

• Monday, November 28: Single 

Board Meeting in Sanctuary 
Wesley Value Meal Menus 

Wednesdays 5:30 PM - 7:00 PM 

Wednesday, November 2 

Host: United Methodist Men 

Beef Tips, Egg Noodles, Green Beans, Rolls 

Wednesday, November 9 

Host: Youth Ministry 

Chicken Spaghetti, Mixed Vegetables, French Bread 

Wednesday, November 16 TURKEY BUILD 

Host: Wesley Value Committee 

Sandwiches, Chips, Cookies 

Wednesday, November 23 - NO MEAL FOR THANKSGIVING 

Wednesday, November 30 

Host: Seekers Class 

Beef Stew, Corn Bread & Crackers 
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“BY CONTRAST, THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IS LOVE, JOY, PEACE, 
PATIENCE, KINDNESS, GENEROUSITY, FAITHFULNESS., GENTLENESS, 
AND SELF CONTROL.  THERE IS NO LAW AGAINST SUCH THINGS” 

                   ~ Galatians 5:22-23 

Kindness Bucket 
by Rev. Darren Walker 

Dear Church Family, 

 

The other day, my five-year-old granddaughter, Mirra, was watching me make her bed. 

“What are you doing, Papa?” 

”Making your bed so it will be ready for you when you go to sleep tonight,” I answered. 

“Thank you for filling my bucket,” she replied. 

When I asked her what she meant, she told me her teacher said that everyone has a 

kindness bucket.  When we do something nice or kind for someone, we are putting 

kindness in their bucket. 

Wouldn’t it be nice if people actually carried around a bucket like that which we could 

see?  Then we would know exactly who needed some more kindness.  Since we don’t 

carry visible kindness buckets around, maybe we should make more of an effort to err on 

the side of caution and just try to fill as many kindness buckets for as many people as 

possible every day. 

 

Grace and Peace, 
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9:00 AM - 10:00 AM in Youth Loft 

Sunday School 

During our UMW “Laughter retreat” last April, we received a goodie bag with a plaque that 
reads “Today … I choose Joy.” 

It’s easy to feel joy when things in life are going well – we have a good job, the family is 
healthy, there’s plenty to eat, and we have lots of friends.  But what about when things are not 
going well? The world is full of chaos and bad things, just look at the news – can we still 
choose to be joyful? 

I believe that when we belong to Christ, joy has chosen us!  There is a quote by Elizabeth Elliot 
which puts this in perspective for me.   

“Joy is the keynote of the Christian life.  It is not something that happens.  It is a gift, given to 
us in the coming of Christ” So – every day, we can choose the gift of Joy.  We belong to Christ 
and his Kingdom, here on earth.  Soon we will know the Joy of His Eternal Kingdom too! 

I keep the plaque on my kitchen window sill.  I see it every day and it helps me remember – 
Yes, I can choose joy” You can as well. 

Today, I Choose Joy 
by Carolyn Henry, Congregational Coordinator 

Do you love mission work? We are looking to start our Missions Committee and get back out into 

the world that Christ has called us to go. If you are interested in becoming the chairperson or being 

on our Mission Team, please contact Carolyn Henry at congregationcare@stjohnsumc.cc. 

Mission Committee Chair 

****************************************************************** 



5 

 

Rotten Fruit 
by David Pencil, Director of Music Ministry 

Paul tells us in Galatians that the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. While we all understand these are virtues that 

should characterize the Christian life, it is also worth considering their opposites as vices to 

avoid. These would be hate, despair, aggression, impatience, cruelty, malice, faithlessness, 

harshness, and impulsiveness. 

- The Christian should not hate others, no matter how hateful their actions may be. Instead, we 

should respond to hate with the love of God. 

- The Christian should not live in despair, no matter how difficult their circumstances may be. 

Instead, we are called to look beyond our circumstances to the glorious truth of our inheritance 

in Christ and dwell in the joy of our relationship with God. 

- The Christian should not be aggressive toward others, making a bad situation even worse. 

Instead, we should be known as peace-makers who restore calm to tense situations. 

- The Christian should not be impatient, allowing themselves to get angry over inconveniences 

and delays. Instead, we should demonstrate the same patience that God has for us. 

- The Christian should not be cruel, using their words and actions to intentionally harm others. 

Instead, we should exemplify kindness in all of our interactions. 

- The Christian should not be malicious, desiring for and rejoicing in the suffering of others. 

Instead, we should seek the good of all and take no pleasure in the suffering of others. 

- The Christian should not be faithless, breaking their promises and failing those who rely on 

them. Instead, we should be diligent in fulfilling the commitments we have made. 

- The Christian should not be harsh with those who have failed to meet their expectations. 

Instead, we should show gentleness to those who let us down, remembering that we aren't 

perfect either. 

- The Christian should not be impulsive, being too quick to speak or act without regard for the 

consequences. Instead, we should weigh our words and actions carefully in light of God's word. 

May we all work to cultivate the true fruit of the Spirit in our lives and avoid the rotten fruit that 

sin and selfishness produce. 
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Fruit of the Spirit 
by Kathryn Price, Director of Family Ministry 

I have heard people ask whether a tomato is a fruit or a vegetable.  It is a fruit because, like all 

fruits, it bears seeds.  This is important to the plant since it is from those seeds new plants will 

grow. 

When we think of “Fruits of the Spirit”, it is good to remember what “seeds” come from those 

fruits and what will grow from them.   

If, in our daily lives, we cultivate the fruits of love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control; we will reap the harvest of the love of Jesus and be 

able to share them with the world. 
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Spreading God’s Love 
by Travis Fraser, Director of Youth Ministry 

What does the fruit of the spirit mean to me? In Galatians 5:22-23 the Bible states, "But the 

fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-

control; against such things there is no law." These are the fruits that all Christians have 

growing inside them through the seed of Christ. More importantly these seeds are given to us 

with the full intention of us going out into the world as Christ’s farmers sowing the seeds, 

tending the seeds, protecting the seeds, and collecting the seeds so that they can be taken out 

into the world and spread further. Like most fruits all of these are fantastic to enjoy from 

someone else, but if you want to grow them yourself its going to take some work, but, in true 

Christian fashion we shouldn’t expect anything less. Nothing Jesus tasks us to do is easy, true 

love takes practice, joy takes openness, patience takes peace, kindness takes an open heart, 

goodness takes mindfulness, faithfulness takes studying, gentleness takes wisdom and self-

control not only takes all the fruits but also the attributes listed with them to achieve. On the 

other hand none of the fruits or the attributes listed can be achieved without the first fruit 

LOVE. To be Christian means to love. That is the best attribute of Jesus and the hardest to 

model because of its importance! So, in closing always remember to tend your garden keep 

your soil fed and your fruits shaded. Remember to water it regularly and most importantly 

remember to love it and yourself. Without that love for yourself you lose the connection to your 

Gardener, your Shepherd, your Almighty Father! 
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The ladies (and men) on the Come Home for Christmas committee 

are hard at work making casseroles and planning for the big day! 
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Walking in the Fruit of the Spirit 
by Michelle Cousineau, Executive Secretary/Communications Coordinator 

Why is it so much harder to walk in the fruit of the Spirit? Galatians 5:22-23 says, “But the 

fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self

-control; against such things there is no law.” (ESV) To walk in the fruit of the Spirit means to 

put all hate, despair, chaos, impatience, meanness, roughness, unfaithfulness, harshness, and 

unconstraint to death. I no longer live to break the laws of God because Christ put my selfish 

sins on the cross, allowing me to be showered with God’s mercy, grace, and forgiveness. Yet, 

the things of the flesh always seem to pull me back in, even though I want to be a better 

person. I want the fruit of the Spirit to live in me. But how can I make the good fruit grow to 

choke out the bad fruit? 

The easy answer is by focusing my mind on Christ. By setting my mind on the fruit of the 

Spirit as opposed to the fruit of this world, I can see the eternal more clearly. I do this through 

daily Bible reading, Bible studies, reading books that focus on the good in this life rather than 

the bad. I spend time with family and friends, especially those who refocus me on Jesus Christ. 

I pray for God to make me aware of His presence every day. I am very aware of my sins, but I 

choose to focus on my Savior instead.  

Where is your focus? I pray God makes you aware of His presence and focuses your mind, 

heart, and soul on the only One who saves and allow the fruit of the Spirit to grow in you. 

Women’s Ministry Upcoming Schedule 

All studies held on Tuesdays at 11:00 AM & 6:30 PM 

January 10, 2023 - March 14, 2023 

God of Covenant: A Study of Genesis 12-50 

by Jen Wilkin 

Registration opens November 22, 2022 

April 18, 2023 - May 30, 2023 

Jesus and Women 

by Kristi McClelland 

Registration opens March 7, 2023 

June 13, 2023 - August 8, 2023 

He’s Where the Joy Is 

by Tara-Leigh Cobble 

Registration opens May 2, 2023 
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****************************************************************** 
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Prayer Requests 

If you have a prayer request for the St. John’s Prayer Team, you can: 

1) Write your request on the weekly attendance card 

2) Call the church office @512-863-5886. 

3) E-mail the Prayer Team directly at prayerteam@stjohnsumc.cc 

New requests are welcomed and discussed each Monday morning by the Prayer Team, and then 

sent to Michelle for publication in the Sunday bulletin. Requests that come in after the bulletin 

has been printed are added to the bulletin the following week, but shared via email with the 

Prayer Team ASAP. Any request marked CONFIDENTIAL is prayed for during the Monday 

meeting, and not published in the minutes or bulletin. All discussions during our meetings are 

kept private and not discussed elsewhere. The names remain in the bulletin for three weeks, 

then are removed. Those that require continued prayer are moved to the Ongoing Prayer 

Concerns list on the Church website. The Prayer Team members try to update this list to keep it 

current, and follow-ups by the original requesters are much appreciated. If follow-up is 

impossible, the names are eventually removed. 

We remain calm and encouraged by the fact that Our Heavenly Father is well aware of the 

needs of each and every individual. We do our best to keep the list current and yet not 

cumbersome. 

Blessings, 

Martha Arizpe 

For the St. John’s Prayer Team 
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Martha’s Musings 
by Martha Arizpe, Prayer Team Chairperson 

When Michelle informed me that the topic for this month’s newsletter was “Time and Talents”, 

I was disheartened. My initial reaction was “Oh great! I have no extra time and even less 

talent.” How was I supposed to contribute? The members of the Choir and our church 

musicians bless us with their obvious talents every week, but I am not a choir member or a 

musician. Nor am I a great cook with amazing organizational skills like Rejeanna Fraser, or a 

children’s teacher like Kathryn Price, or a preacher and gifted pastor like Pastor Darren. I do 

not work in the church office like Michelle and Christine, nor do I run the projector during the 

service like Mac. I am not a church greeter like so many others, nor do I assist in serving 

communion. I did not step up to lead our wonderful youth, like Travis did. I am not on the 

Single Board or the Disaffiliation Team. Nelda McCain is a whiz with crafts, but sadly, Martha 

Nell is not. Nor do I quilt, although I certainly admire those who do. I am not a UMW officer, 

and it was Patty Lee, not me, who stepped up to volunteer to be the next District President at 

our recent District meeting. Linda Lindell and her crew do amazing work when someone passes 

away - thoughtful, kind work that is needed and appreciated, but I am not a part of that group. 

Nancy Bewley and others in the Prayer Shawl Ministry contribute in a very tangible way. 

Sadly, I am all thumbs. I hear the names of so many church members regularly who volunteer 

for all kinds of events: Linda Gusnowski, Bridget Hancock, Shirley Channell, John Aleman, 

Bill Long, Steve Stephenson, Mary Lou Wells, etc. Dark clouds began to form in my little brain 

and a sense of hopelessness was descending when a little light began to flicker: Come on now 

Martha! Get a hold of yourself. Your talents just lie in other areas. You are one of the teachers 

for the Home Builders Sunday School class, and you do write articles for the weekly church 

bulletin and the monthly newsletter. In addition, you are active with the Prayer Team, and 

submit a monthly article to our UMW newsletter under “Martha’s Corner”. Breathing a sigh of 

relief, I reminded myself that each member of the Body of Christ has different talents, which is 

exactly what God intended. My job is not to worry about what I cannot do; rather, it is to focus 

on the talents that God gave me. Reflecting on my life, the Lord has been quite generous to me. 

I will try to do the best with what He did give me, appreciate the talents that He gave so many 

others, and wait to see what talents others have not yet been revealed. God gives us so much to 

look forward to. I love surprises.  

Blessings, 

Martha Arizpe 

St. John’s Prayer Team Member 
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11/03 

Nathan Walker 

Nicholas Walker 

11/10 

JoAnne Gaytan 

Zola Mae Norton 

11/12 

Patti Stephenson 

11/13 

Michelle Cousineau 

John Kluberg 

Robert Westrick 

11/14 

Mina Leonhart 

Denise Williams 

11/16 

Landon Navarro 

11/17 

Richard Christie 

11/18 

Adolph A.F. Supak 

11/19 

Kyle Bryant 

George Godward 

11/20 

Evan Lyle Marice Tanner 

11/23 

Carrie Godward 

11/24 

Kent Connor 

Karren Purdy 

Michael Wallace 

11/26 

Kathryn Price 

11/27 

Emily Wallace 

11/04 

Marvin & Ann Lackey 

11/14 

Gene & Tina Lawhon 

11/16 

Ken & Linda Gusnowski 

Jim & Barbara Baughman 

11/27 

Wayne & Glenda Voigt 

11/28 

Tom & Penny Bagby 

****************************************************************** 
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Sunday, November 6 

All Saint’s/
Communion Sunday 

 Sunday, 
November 13 

Sunday, November 
20 

 Sunday, November 
27 1st Sunday of 

Advent 
 

8:30 Traditional Worship Service in St. John’s Sanctuary 

Worship Leader Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker  

Liturgist Kris Van Sickle Chuck Tencer Dayne Carlson Carolyn May  

Ushers Charley & Rita Cherry 
Clark & Nancy 

Bottlinger 

Dean & Carolyn 

May 

Shirley Channell & 

Betty Taner 
 

Communion Chip & LouAnne Case     

11:00 Blended Worship Service in St. John’s Sanctuary 

Worship Leader Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker  

Liturgist Gene Lawhon Mary Lou Wells Christine Studebaker Jay Barnes  

Ushers 
Denise & Kelsey 

Williams 
Patty & Bart Lee 

Virginia Davis & 

Joanne Tencer 

Fred & Melissa 

Barhydt 
 

Communion 
Virginia Davis & 

Carolyn Henry 
    

Hebrews Hosts  

 New Beginnings Class Seekers Class Homebuilders Class 
Faith/Ignite/Youth 

Classes 
 

Monthly Attendance 

October - 22 Worship Total Monthly Avg 
      

2022 Tot 559 140 

2021 Tot 540 108 

*Does not include online numbers 

Year-to-Date Financials 

September - 22 
Church Activity 

YTD 
Annual 
Budget 

      

Income $372,176 $493,492 

Expenses $401,753 $547,896 
      

 NET ($29,577) ($54,404) 



16 

 

ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

St. John's has been a part of the Georgetown Community for over 140 years. 
 
We started as a group of Swedish immigrants who joined together in their homes 
to study, worship and pray and built our first church building in 1882.  At that 
time, we were known as the Swedish Methodist Episcopal Brushy Church 
(Svenska Metodistkyrkan at Brushy). 
 
The original church stood at the intersection of Westinghouse Road and FM 
1460.  Our church cemetery is still at this location. 
 
In 1906 we moved to town, to our present home at 311 E. University Avenue, and 
in 1938 we changed our name to St. John's Methodist Church. 
 
In 1968, when the Methodist Church joined with the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, St. John's became St. John's United Methodist Church. 
 
Come join us and share in our rich history and heritage of celebrating God's love. 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 
311 E. University Avenue 
Georgetown, TX 78626 
Phone: 512-863-5886 

Website: www.stjohnsumc.cc 
Office Hours: Mon-Thur 8:30 AM—4:30 PM 

Food Pantry Hours: Wednesdays 2:00 PM—4:00 PM 
 

Follow us on 


