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July 2022 Weekly Events 

FLC (Family Life Center); FH (Fellowship Hall); 
HH (Horizon House); YL (Youth Loft) 

Sundays: 

Traditional Worship Service 8:30 AM (Sanctuary) 

Hebrews Coffee Time 9:30 AM (FH)  

Sunday School 9:45 AM  

Hebrews Coffee Time 10:45 AM (FH)  

Blended Worship Service 11:00 AM (Sanctuary) 

Sunday UMYF 5:00 PM (YL) 

Mondays: 

Prayer Team Meeting 9:30 AM (HH) 

Tai Chi 11:00 AM (FLC) 

Quilters Meeting 1:00 PM (HH) 

Fourther’s Emmaus Group 5:00 PM (HH) 

Tuesdays: 

Strong Bones 10:00 AM (FH Adult Ed Room #110) 

Journeymen Emmaus Group 6:30 PM (Offsite/Zoom) 

Wednesdays: 

Small Groups 6:00 PM (Adult Ed Wing) 

Chosen Bible Study 6:00 PM (FLC) 

Wednesday Evening Support Group 7:00 PM (HH) 

Thursdays: 

Weight Watchers Group 9:30 AM (FH) 

Strong Bones 10:00 AM (FH Adult Ed Room #110) 

Disciple Bible Study Group 5:30 PM (FLC Room #114) 

Everyday Praise Band Rehearsal 6:30 PM (Sanctuary) 

Living Solutions 7:00 PM (HH) 

Fridays: 

Crafters Meeting 1:00 PM (HH) 

Saturdays: 

Eye of the Storm Reunion Group 7:30 AM (Offsite) 

Weight Watchers Group 8:30 AM (FH) 

Saturday Morning Support Group 9:30 AM (HH) 

July 2022 Events 

• Monday, July 4: Church office is 

closed in observance of 

Independence Day 

• Tuesdays July 12 & 26 : Game 

Day in Horizon House 

• Tuesday, June 12: UMM Meeting 

in Family Life Center 

• Wednesday, July 13: Wesley 

Value Meal in Family Life 

Center 

• Monday July 18: Stephen’s 

Minister Meeting in Horizon 

House 

• July 18 - 22: Vacation Bible 

Camp 

• July 25 - 29: Mad Science Camp 

in Children’s Ed Wing 

• Monday, July 19: Finance 

Meeting in Church office 

• Tuesday, July 26: Ladies Bunco 

Night in Fellowship Hall 

Wesley Value Summer Meal Menus 

 

July 13 

Fajitas with fixins, Rice & Beans, Sherbert 
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“BUT A SAMARITAN WHILE TRAVELING CAME NEAR HIM; AND WHEN HE SAW HIM, HE WAS 

MOVED WITH PITY.  HE WENT TO HIM AND BANDAGED HIS WOUNDS, HAVING POURED OIL 

AND WINE ON THEM.  THEN HE PUT HIM ON HIS OWN AMIMAL, BROUGHT HIM TO AN INN, 

AND TOOK CARE OF HIM.” 

                         ~Luke 6:33-34 

Disciple on Purpose 
by Rev. Darren Walker 

Dear Church Family, 

Have you ever run into someone you had not seen for some time, were delighted to see 

them and said, “We really need to get together.”  The other person agrees, you part and 

never see that person again.  You do not actually decide to never see them again.  You just 

do not think to arrange to see them.  When you next find yourself in such a situation, 

might I suggest you stop and put something in your calendar?  If you really want to see 

that other person again, do something to make it happen. 

The same applies to praying for others.  Have you ever said, “I will pray for you about 

that,” meant to pray for them and then forgot?  Instead, stop and actually pray with the 

other person.  It does not have to be elaborate or in Latin.  It could be as simple as “Lord, 

thank you for ‘Roy’.  You know him and love him.  Please help him in this difficult time.  

Amen.”  Maybe you put your hand on their shoulder or touch their arm, whatever seems 

appropriate.  In a quiet, genuine way, you have shared your faith and possibly comforted a 

friend.  People rarely refuse a prayer. 

It is through small steps like this that we shape our lives and strengthen the discipleship of 

ourselves and others.  What are some other ways you can intentionally share your faith, 

day to day, without needing to use a megaphone and spotlight?  Is there something you do 

all the time that could witness to your faith in Christ?  Please share your ideas and 

experiences.  Do you pray at stop lights for the people around you?  Do you compliment a 

salesclerk when they do a good job?  This goes beyond just being nice to people, though 

there is nothing wrong in that.  If you have ideas or memories of what I am writing about, 

please share them with me.  Who knows?  Maybe, between us, we can inspire others to do 

more of this. 

Being a Disciple does not happen by accident.  It is a deliberate choice followed by 

actions. 

 

Grace and Peace, 
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9:00 AM - 10:00 AM in Youth Loft 

Sunday School 

On the second day of the Kairos weekend, a story is told called “The Rooster” A young man 

has a new sports car and enjoys running around in it.  One evening he’s running late, and turns 

into his driveway too fast, striking and killing his father’s prized rooster.  The young man feels 

terrible about it, but his father graciously forgives him and together they bury the rooster under 

a tree. 

The next day the young man starts to feels guilty and bad about killing his father’s rooster.  So 

when he gets home, he goes out and digs up the rooster, presents it to his father and asks again 

for forgiveness.  His father willingly obliges. 

Over the next few weeks and years, the young man continues to dig up the rooster and asks for 

forgiveness for having killed it. 

Sounds ridiculous, but isn’t this just what we do?  We have already been forgiven for all our 

sins, but don’t we often think about them, dig them up and present them to the Father for 

forgiveness over and over?  Just like the young man, we think our sin is just too big for the 

Father.  But we don’t need to think like that.  Our belief in Jesus is freedom from our dead 

roosters. We don’t have to dig them up – we don’t even have to think about them ever again. 

The Bible tells us “He has removed our sins as far from us as the east is from the west.”  Psalm 

103:12 (new living translation) 

So as you celebrate the 4th of July holiday and reflect on all the freedoms we enjoy in this 

country, remember that in Christ you are free from all your sins.  Please don’t dig up any dead 

roosters! 

The Rooster 
by Carolyn Henry, Congregational Coordinator 
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Constrained by Love 
by David Pencil, Director of Music Ministry 

Do you like to play an instrument or sing? Consider joining the Chancel Choir, Ringers, or 

Praise Band to express your creative side and praise God! No experience necessary, just a heart 

to worship God. 

As we think about our freedom in Christ, it's important to remember that our exercise of free-

dom should always be constrained by love. You are free to fill your days with activity, but 

when someone needs you to listen...love is patient. 

You are free to hold others accountable when they fail to fulfill their responsibilities, but when 

you talk to that person...love is kind. 

You are free to celebrate your success and be proud of your accomplishments, but when inter-

acting with others who are more or less accomplished than you...love does not envy or boast; it 

is not arrogant or rude. 

You are free to have strong opinions and know what you like and what you don't like, but when 

you are with others who don't always agree with you...love does not insist on its own way. 

You are free to get mad at injustice and mistreatment, but as we go throughout our days...love 

is not irritable or resentful. 

You are free to root for your team or whatever group you are a part of, but when someone from 

your side does something immoral to try to help the team get ahead...love does not rejoice in 

wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 

There are many more ways than these in which our freedom can be constrained by love, but the 

principle is clear. If we selfishly claim our freedom and march ahead to do things that harm or 

endanger others, then we abuse that freedom to our shame. How much better is the life guided 

by the Spirit and driven by love. Many times over, such a person will find themselves laying 

down their rights for the good of others, and in this way, we emulate Christ, for He laid down 

His rights to make the ultimate sacrifice for our sake. The great power of our freedom is not 

that we can do whatever we want regardless of how it affects others, it is that we have the pow-

er to freely give of ourselves, not because of some obligation in the law that compels us, but 

because we freely choose to love. 

You are free in Christ. Walk in love and you will be free indeed. 
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Faith Class meets in Adult 

Ed Wing Room #109 

Homebuilder’s Class meets in 

Adult Ed Wing Room #110 

Seekers Class meets in Adult Ed 

Wing Room #112 

Ignite Class meets in Family Life 

Center Room #113 
New Beginnings Class meets in 

Family Life Center Room #114 

ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES ARE 9:00 AM THROUGHOUT ST. JOHN’S UMC CAMPUS 

Children Classes meet in the 

Children’s Education Wing 

Youth Classes meet in Youth Loft 

(upstairs Family Life Center) 
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Check out all of the St. John’s Barn Children’s Moment Videos on our 

YouTube Channel and our St. John’s Website. 

Boomer and Ms. Kathryn will see you there! 

Let the Light of God Shine! 
by Kathryn Price, Director of Family Ministry 

“Arise! Shine! Your light has come; the Lord’s Glory has shone upon you.” 

This is the scripture verse for this year’s Vacation Bible Camp which will be July 18th 

through the 22nd.  Our focus will be on discovering the Light of God that never grows dim. 

This year our local mission will be The Locker.  This organization collects school supplies for 

the district and disperses them to schools with the greatest need.  We are asking you to start 

gathering your donations early this year and give them any time before, during and after camp. 

There will be a place in the Family Life Center to display them and for the campers to add to 

each day of camp. 

Since Camp is so late this summer, we will be doing this in lieu of Backpack Sunday.  There 

will be a Back-to-School Sunday in August to bless those students and teachers as they head 

back to school. 

As always, thank you in advance for your continued support. 

To register, scan the QR code or 

go to our website at 

stjohnsumc.cc/family-ministry 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHrzVQLvIW55l9oUWgW7dIQ
https://stjohnsumc.cc/media


8 

 

Freedom In Christ! 
by Travis Fraser, Director of Youth Ministry 

What does freedom in Christ mean to me? I believe that that freedom is a God given right to all 

whether they ask for it or not! It simply put means that we are all welcome to his table, there is 

a room in his house for everyone, we are all one in Christ as it states in Romans 15:7, 

“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” It’s a 

promise that Christ is with you no matter your age, gender, race, sexual orientation, social 

status, no matter your convictions, as also stated in Galatians 3:28, “There is neither Jew nor 

Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ 

Jesus.” Christ wants us to be able to love one another as he loves us. Matthew 5:46-48 states, 

“For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors 

do the same? And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not 

even the Gentiles do the same?” He wants us to spread his love and joy to all because he 

welcomes all, he IS all! Freedom in Christ is knowing that I will try my hardest but inevitably 

will fail! But that failure only brings me closer to Christ, he will lift me up, dust me off, and 

send me right back out into the world to spread his love, to spread his freedom to all! We are all 

brothers and sisters in Christ, because God is our Father. We are all saved because Jesus Christ 

is our Savior. We are all missionaries because the Holy Spirit compels us to do so! 
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Answers will be in the August Newsletter 
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Sabbath Rest is a Spiritual Discipline 
by Michelle Cousineau, Executive Secretary/Communications Coordinator 

Each week I take a Sabbath from Friday at sundown to Saturday at sundown. I have adopted 

this in the last year or so because I noticed that I was not resting at all before I implemented 

this way of life. Sabbath is a command from God and it is the first thing He said was holy. So, 

if God says the Sabbath is holy, then why do more of us not listen to that command? 

In Exodus 20:8, God makes the Sabbath an actual commandment. It says, “Remember the 

Sabbath day, to keep it holy (ESV).” The Sabbath was so important for us to observe that God 

made it one of the Ten Commandments. Sabbath comes from the Hebrew word shabbat 

meaning “to cease.” So, on Sabbath, we are to cease our ordinary work. I love the idea of 

Sabbath, I just don’t put it into practice very well. 

During my Sabbath, I will read the Bible, read a book (right now I am reading Deep 

Discipleship by J.T. English), do my Bible study, play games with my kids, spend time with 

Jeff. I will also nap. The most important thing I do during my Sabbath is talk with God. I put 

aside one hour each week to just sit with God and hash out everything I need to get off my 

chest. I will pray for all those in my prayer list and I will thank God for the many blessings 

throughout the week. When I intentionally pursue Sabbath, I find that my week goes just a bit 

easier and I feel rested, which is the whole point. I fill my tanks so that I can continue to give 

to my family and friends what they need. 

How do you observe your Sabbath? I would love to hear from you and feature your Sabbath 

stories in the newsletter. If you want to share, just send me an email at 

commsec@stjohnsumc.cc with “Sabbath” in the subject line. 

Our Women’s Bible Study, God of Creation: Genesis 1-11 by Jen Wilkin, will begin on 

Tuesdays, September 6 - November 15 at 11:00 AM & 6:30 PM. If you have never taken a Jen 

Wilkin study, I encourage you to start here. She is a wonderful Bible teacher and her method of 

teaching Scripture has helped me in my literacy journey. Registration is now open at 

www.stjohnsumc.cc/connect/bible-study. 

We will then move to God of  Covenant: Genesis 12-50 by Jen Wilkin in January and a Kristi 

McClelland study called Jesus and Women in the spring of 2023. I look forward to studying 

God’s Word with you. 
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Martha’s Musings 
by Martha Arizpe, Prayer Team Chairperson 

I love jigsaw puzzles. I frequently have one laid out on the dining table, where I work on it 

sporadically. Some of them are really lovely, so I frame them and hang them up on the wall. 

They never fail to elicit a smile. The box shows me what the finished product should look like. 

If you have ever worked on a jigsaw puzzle, you know one must find all the flat-edge outer 

pieces first in order to make the frame and have a boundary in place. Once you do that, the rest 

is a slow process of matching up shapes and colors. I learned the hard way that you do not want 

a puzzle picture of gray wolves playing in the snow. The pieces all look alike! Pretty soon your 

eyes are crossing and a sense of profound failure sets in. Your normal fun attitude becomes, 

shall we say, a tad sour. You will begin to verbally berate the poor puzzle, for being exactly 

what it was when you bought it - a lovely picture of gray wolves frolicking in the snow. Even if 

you love gray wolves and snow, and I really do, it makes no difference now. Frustration has set 

in, joy has left the room, and your prior anticipation of a fun activity has withered. I am not a 

quitter, but I am pragmatic. I wanted to do something fun, and this is definitely not fun. So I put 

this puzzle away, and take out one depicting a very colorful town in Holland, and a sense of 

calm overtakes me. I am at peace. And I am proud of myself for not feeling like a “failure” for 

not completing the wolf puzzle. I chose sanity over stubbornness, a smile over a frown, and, 

most importantly, perspective. It’s a puzzle! Put that sucker back in the box and move on, 

Martha Nell! Realizing that you are not on the right path is not failure: it is self-awareness. 

Always remember that you have a choice, a benefit of living in America. So make your own 

decisions and if you are not happy with them, move on to Plan B. Your life is a gift to you from 

God Himself. Don’t get stuck on a gray wolf puzzle when what you really want is a colorful 

Holland town. 

Blessings, 

Martha Arizpe, St. John’s Prayer Team Member 
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Harvest Fest Returns Oct. 1 
The Harvest Fest committee met and decided that our biggest church event will return after a 
two-year hiatus due to Covid.  For this year, we have decided to downsize our event and focus 
on our delicious food!  We will have our usual delicious Thanksgiving meal, but desserts will 
be purchased from our food vendor.  We would like everyone to focus their energies on baking 
turkeys and serving meals.   

The meal will be held, as usual, at the Georgetown Community Center.  We will continue to 
have drive-through availability, as well as a sit-down meal.  But we will not have our live auc-
tion, silent auction, bake sale, or children’s area.  This will give our congregation the time to 
focus on turkeys, meal preparation and serving.  We will need 50 turkeys cooked by our congre-
gation and we are planning to have an additional 20 cooked by the Wesleyan.   

Great news!  The Value Meal Committee will donate the cost of the Community Center!  This 
is $1250!  We are very grateful to them for their generous donation.  Please thank them when 
you join us for the Wednesday night Value Meal. 

Volunteer opportunities: 

To continue our Harvest Fest tradition, we need a volunteer to be co-chair of the Harvest Fest.  
This position will be in training to lead next year.  Due to the decrease in activities being held 
for the festival, this position will be much easier than in past years.  There are timelines estab-
lished with items to be accomplished during the year.  If you’d like more information, just ask 
Bridget Hancock. 

We also need an advertising chair to coordinate advertising.  This includes coordinating with 
the church office, the local newspapers and magazines and any other media outlets, as well co-
ordinating volunteers to put up flyers.  Again, see Bridget for more info. 

If you can volunteer any time between now and Harvest Fest, just get with Bridget and she can 
find a job suited to you and your availability! 

This will be an exciting time for the congregation to come back together for our annual Harvest 
Fest tradition!!! 
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07/01 

Cailin Badr 

Aaron Mitchell 

Sarah Godward 

07/02 

Houston Conner 

07/04 

Lyle Fraser 

Matt Harris 

07/06 

Briana Lindell 

Carole Pfennig 

07/07 

Joseph ‘Joe’ Reid Car-

roll 

07/08 

Andrew Cooper 

Ryan Holland 

07/10 

Rebecca Nolen 

Ethan Long 

07/11 

Martha Baker 

07/12 

Tom Bagby 

07/14 

Brenda Camp 

Helen Hardy 

Jarrod Hamilton 

Noel Jones 

07/17 

MaLissa Inez Honea 

07/18 

Mark Bergren 

Mitchell Carroll 

Elizabeth Easter 

Elena (Garcia) Ortega 

Raven Garcia 

Tristan Whitmire 

07/20 

John Aldridge 

07/21 

Bob Elder 

Bethany Jane English 

07/22 

Carolyn May 

Susannah Owens 

07/23 

Neil DeDear 

Andrew Ezell 

Susie Russell 

Leila Sommerville 

07/24 

Ashley Cousineau 

Renee Cousineau 

Kevin Bryant 

Guy Foster 

Ally Johns 

Colten Johns 

07/25 

Habin Tanner 

Eldon Hobbs 

Kyle Radford 

07/26 

Caleb Studebaker 

07/27 

Bethani Pittman 

07/28 

Steven Reed 

07/29 

LouAnne Case 

Mary Wood 

Garrett Jorgensen 

Jack Tallman 

07/30 

Seth Kade 

07/31 

Betty Hitchcock 

07/01 

Harold & Angie Bloomquist 

Thomas & Melanie Eckert 

Tom & Nancy Bewley 

07/03 

T.C. & Carole Pfennig 

07/08 

Bennie & Virginia Davis 

07/11 

Cody & Whitney Johns 

07/13 

Dennis & Pam Gardner 

07/17 

Bob & Peggy Radford 

07/19 

Jeremy & Rebecca Nolen 

07/21 

Terry & Cheryl A. Thomas 

07/22 

Jay & Judy Barnes 

07/28 

Noel & Alisha Gabriel 

07/29 

Coleman & Linda Callaway 

07/31 

Guy & Kelly Foster 

Wes Collman 

06/05/2022 
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ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST MEN 

General Meeting 

Tuesday, July 12, 2022 @ 6:00 PM 

Program Speaker: Representatives from 

Hero’s Night Out 

Family Life Center 

Calling All Counters! 

If you would like to help your Church by serving as a Monday morning counter of the Sunday 

offerings, please contact us!  If you have been a counter for us and would like to join us again 

on Monday mornings, please let us know.  If you have never volunteered in this capacity but 

would like to try it out, we welcome you!  Groups of 2 will meet each Monday morning at 9:00 

and count the offering.  The deposit information will then be given to Church Staff to be 

entered into our accounting system, while the counters take the deposit to the bank.  The deposit 

slip is then brought back to Church Staff.  The process usually takes about an hour.   

The position will require: 

• A bit of training 

• Availability on Monday mornings, a few times per year 

• Possibly a rudimentary background check (this will NOT be a deep dive into your 

background!) 

• Ability to work well with others for a small amount of time   

If you have a bit of flexibility in your schedule, please consider this volunteer opportunity.  

Contact Shannon Stone at bookkeeper@stjohnsumc.cc. 

Food & Gasoline Gift Cards 

We issue a $25 gift card per household every six months to those who are eligible. This makes 

it much simpler and less time consuming on staff and our volunteers.  We think folks appreciate 

the gift card option and it is not cumbersome for those folks who are walking, riding a bike, or 

even coming in a wheelchair.  

We are in need of donations for this fund and would appreciate the support!   

 If you have any questions, please call Christine in the office (512) 863-5886. 

LOVE GOD  LOVE OTHERS 

Are you interested in helping our community? Is serving in the mission field something you are 

passionate about? St. John’s UMC has always been known for its mission work. If you are 

interested in being on our Mission Team, please contact Carolyn Henry at 

congregationcare@stjohnsumc.cc. 

Mission Work Volunteers 
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Sunday, July 3 

Communion Sunday 
 Sunday, June 10 Sunday, June 17 Sunday, July 24 

Sunday, July 31 
5th Sunday 

8:30 Traditional Worship Service in St. John’s Sanctuary 

Worship Leader Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker  

Liturgist Kris Van Sickle Chuck Tencer Michael Studebaker Carolyn May  

Ushers Dean & Carolyn May 
Charley & Rita 

Cherry 

Shirley Channell & 

Joan Wentrcek 

Dayne & Pam 

Carlson 
 

Communion 
Clark  & Nancy 

Bottlinger 
    

11:00 Blended Worship Service in St. John’s Sanctuary 

Worship Leader Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker  

Liturgist Gene Lawhon Terry Blackburn Nancy Bacchus Walt Hancock Dayne Carlson 

Ushers 
Virginia Davis & 

Betty Tanner 

Fred & Melissa 

Barhydt 

Gene & Tina 

Lawhon 

Denise & Kelsey 

Williams 

Chip & LouAnne 

Case 

Communion Ken & Debby Lesher     

Hebrews Hosts  

 New Beginnings Class Seekers Class Homebuilders Class 
Faith/Ignite/Youth 

Classes 

Chancel Choir/

Ringers 

Monthly Attendance 

June - 22 Worship Total Monthly Avg 
      

2022 Tot 475 119 

2021 Tot 460 115 

*Does not include online numbers 

Year-to-Date Financials 

May - 22 
Church Activity 

YTD 
Annual 
Budget 

      

Income $212,831 $493,492 

Expenses $218,541 $545,036 
      

 NET ($5,711) ($51,544) 
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ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

St. John's has been a part of the Georgetown Community for over 140 years. 
 
We started as a group of Swedish immigrants who joined together in their homes 
to study, worship and pray and built our first church building in 1882.  At that 
time, we were known as the Swedish Methodist Episcopal Brushy Church 
(Svenska Metodistkyrkan at Brushy). 
 
The original church stood at the intersection of Westinghouse Road and FM 
1460.  Our church cemetery is still at this location. 
 
In 1906 we moved to town, to our present home at 311 E. University Avenue, and 
in 1938 we changed our name to St. John's Methodist Church. 
 
In 1968, when the Methodist Church joined with the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, St. John's became St. John's United Methodist Church. 
 
Come join us and share in our rich history and heritage of celebrating God's love. 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 
311 E. University Avenue 
Georgetown, TX 78626 
Phone: 512-863-5886 

Website: www.stjohnsumc.cc 
Office Hours: Mon-Thur 8:30 AM—4:30 PM 

Food Pantry Hours: Wednesdays 2:00 PM—4:00 PM 
 

Follow us on 


