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Weekly Events 

Sundays: 

Sunday School 9:00 AM 

Hebrews Coffee Time 10:00 AM 

Worship Service 10:30 AM 

Sunday UMYF 2:30 PM 

Mondays: 

Prayer Team Meeting 9:30 AM 

Quilters Meeting 1:00 PM 

Fourther’s Emmaus Group 5:00 PM 

Tuesdays: 

Grace Co-Op Band 9:30 AM 

Strong Bones 10:00 AM 

Women’s Bible Study 11:00 AM & 6:30 PM 

Wednesdays: 

Wesley Value Meal 5:30 PM 

Small Groups 6:00 PM 

St. John’s Ringers Rehearsal 6:15 PM 

Wednesday Evening Support Group 7:00 PM 

St. John’s Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:15 PM 

Thursdays: 

Strong Bones 10:00 AM 

Disciple Bible Study Group 5:30 PM 

Everyday Praise Band Rehearsal 6:30 PM 

Living Solutions 7:00 PM 

Fridays: 

Crafters Meeting 1:00 PM 

Saturdays: 

Eye of the Storm Reunion Group 7:30 AM 

Saturday Morning Support Group 9:30 AM 

February  2022 Events 

• Tuesday, February 8 & 22 : Game Day in 

Horizon House 

• Tuesday, February 8: UMM Meeting in 

Family Life Center 

• Friday, February 11: MOPS Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall 

• Saturday, February 12: UMW Soup & 

Chili Luncheon in Fellowship Hall 

• Saturday, February 12: Mature Valentine 

Banquet in Family Life Center 

• Sunday, February 13: Superbowl Sub 

Youth Fundraiser Pick Up 

• Monday, February 15: Finance Meeting in 

Church office 

• Friday, February 18: Kids’ Night Out in 

Fellowship Hall/Children’s Ed Wing 

• Tuesday, February 22: Lunch with the 

Pastor at Estrella 

• Tuesday, February 22: Ladies Bunco 

Night in Fellowship Hall 

• Sunday, February 27: Lent Study Begins 

in FLC Room #114 

• Monday, February 28: Single Board 

Meeting 6:00 PM in Sanctuary 

February Wesley Value Meal Menus 

February 2: Host United Methodist Men 

Chicken & Rice, Green Beans 

 

February 9: Host 

Lasagna, Corn, Garlic Bread 

 

February 16: Host Youth Ministry 

Taco Salad 

 

February 23: Host 

Chili with Fritos & Cheese 
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“WE KNOW THAT IN EVERYTHING GOD WORKS FOR GOOD WITH THOSE WHO LOVE HIM, WHO ARE CALLED 
ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE.” 

           ~ Romans 8:28 

Gran’s Door 
by Rev. Darren Walker 

Dear Church Family, 

 

There was a door in my Gran’s home that was very special.  From time to time, when we were visiting Gran 

and Grandaddy, Gran would grab a pencil or pen and say to us kids, “Line up by the door.  Let’s see who is 

growing the fastest.”  Then she would carefully write our name and the date above the line she had marked 

on the door above our heads.  My sister, two brothers and I, along with all my cousins’ growth was recorded 

on that pantry door.  Year after year this took place.  We began to wonder if we were going to run out of 

door! 

Sometimes, the distance between the lines would be small.  Occasionally, the difference would be quite a 

bit.  It was always hard to tell until you looked at the door and your markings.  I remember thinking, there 

was no way I had grown that much.  I didn’t feel bigger.  The proof however was right there in front of me 

for all to see. 

Quite often, this has also been my experience when it comes to my growth in faith.  I don’t feel as if it has 

grown all that much, then I look back and am surprised to see I have grown.  Sometimes someone will say 

something that will open my eyes or my response in a situation will change. This will happen more and 

more as we choose to spend time with the Lord. Our Faith in Christ can and does grow as we go about our 

day to day living. However, it is amazing how much it can grow when we work to make it grow through 

regular prayer, Bible study, worship, and hands on mission work.  The events of the last couple of years 

have challenged us all to grow in our Faith.  My prayer is we can help each other see that growth as we go 

forward this year. 

Grace and Peace, 

 

(P.S. When their house was about to be sold, one of my brothers removed the door from the pantry and took 

it to his house for safe keeping.) 

Welcome Wendy Johnson 

Member on 01/09/2022 
Welcome Tom & Renee Cantwell 

Member on 01/23/2022 

Welcome Joan Wentrcek 

Member on 01/30/2022 



4 

 

Faith Class meets in Adult 

Ed Wing Room #109 

Homebuilder’s Class meets in 

Adult Ed Wing Room #110 

Seekers Class meets in Adult Ed 

Wing Room #112 

Ignite Class meets in Family Life 

Center Room #113 
New Beginnings Class meets in 

Family Life Center Room #114 

ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES ARE 9:00 AM THROUGHOUT ST. JOHN’S UMC CAMPUS 

Children Classes meet in the 

Children’s Education Wing 

Youth Classes meet in Youth Loft 

(upstairs Family Life Center) 
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Check out all of the St. John’s Barn Children’s 

Moment Videos on our YouTube Channel and 

our St. John’s Website. 

Boomer and Ms. Kathryn will see you there! 

Jesus Calling 
by Kathryn Price, Director of Family Ministry 

At this time last year, I made a resolution to read each day from Jesus Calling, by Sarah Young.  

I set time apart each day to read her entry for that day and the accompanying Scripture. 

It wasn’t a lot of time, but it gave me a chance to focus on what God wants me to do and gave 

me encouragement when I really needed it.  It amazed me sometimes how relevant the passage 

was for that day. 

I believe it helped me grow closer to God and gave me strength and hope for the future. 

Register Here for dinner or 

use the QR code below 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHrzVQLvIW55l9oUWgW7dIQ
https://stjohnsumc.cc/media
https://stjohnsumc.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/814e05a3-9da2-4ccb-8f7c-729095b87111
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God is Bigger Than My Fears 
by JoAnne Gaytan, Children’s Coordinator 

During this pandemic – this endlessly long pandemic –I have experienced ups and downs, sadness, anger, 

frustration, and many other emotions.  But I have not been afraid.  Not that I thought nothing could happen 

to me, but that I knew I could trust God to be in control of my life and the events in it. 

I have had an odd calmness during this Covid adventure regarding the illness, the ridiculous news people, 

the crazy politicians, and the absolutely insane society we now live in.  I feel almost numb towards all of 

that ridiculousness.  I know Covid is serious, but I also know that God is involved in some way.  He is not 

surprised by this.  I have absolutely no idea what He will use this for, but He is God, so I know He will use 

it in some way for good.   

In some of my Bible readings, I have come across many people in the Bible who realized this, too.  Here 

are some examples, and some thoughts I had after I read them. 

Ephesians 2:17-18  And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were 

near. For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.  

He’s with me, you, my nephew and his family stationed in Okinawa, my best friends — one in Alabama, 

and one in Denmark,  The one Holy Spirit is with all of us, and that really is a comfort. 

Matthew 11:28  Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 

upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 

my yoke is easy and my burden is light. 

When your social media feeds show nothing but hysteria, disrespect, ugliness and fear, the Holy Spirit 

says, “Let me comfort you and bring you peace.”   We should spend more time in The Word and talking to 

Him. 

Isaiah 41:10  Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you; I will 

help you, I will uphold you with my righteous hand.” 

Even with the worry, chaos, grief, and unsettling times, we know we don’t need to despair.  He’s got this, 

and He can handle it!  In short, my God is bigger than the coronavirus. 

I am grateful that I truly believe that God’s got this and I just need to stay focused on getting closer to Him 

and taking care of our loved ones and the rest of our worldly family.  I am also grateful for the power and 

steadiness and love of God, who is bigger than all of our fears.  
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Bible & Prayer & Friends 
by Michelle Cousineau, Executive Secretary/Communications Coordinator 

Sunday School 

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM in Youth Loft 

The Youth Ministry is working hard to support our youth in mission work and they need your 

help. There will be a number of fundraisers coming up that will go directly to our mission 

budget. On March 27, 2022 there will be a pasta dinner. April 1 - 17, 2022 we will have a 30 

Pieces of Silver Fundraiser and on April 30, 2022 we will have a Garage Sale. If you are 

unable to make any of these opportunities to support our youth, you can make monetary 

donations to the church designated to Youth Missions. We thank you for your love and 

support of the youth as they work to be the hands and feet of Christ in the world. 

Bible, prayer, & friends. Those three simple words have grown my faith into a faith that trusts 

completely in God’s sovereignty. With that trust in His sovereignty comes the faith in 

knowing that God is faithful, God provides, God hears, God is always there. Before the 

pandemic, my belief in God was more intellectual. He was an idea that I knew was my 

salvation, but what I knew intellectually had not fully entered my heart. I was struggling to 

hear God when I prayed and struggling to see Him in His word. Then my friend, Tracy, started 

bringing me to her church for Bible study and my love for God began to grow. 

Since then, I have learned how to read my Bible so that I know God with my mind AND feel 

Him in my heart. I know He is sovereign and no matter what happens in this world, He is the 

one in control. That is the most peaceful thought in this very broken world. 
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More Than Meat 
by David Pencil, Director of Music Ministry 

Do you like to play an instrument or sing? Consider joining the Chancel Choir, Ringers, or 

Praise Band to express your creative side and praise God! No experience necessary, just a heart 

to worship God. 

As you may have gathered from the other articles in this month's newsletter, the theme revolves 

around how our faith has grown over the course of the pandemic. If I'm being honest, though, 

this time has been a struggle for me. The issue that has been causing me to struggle isn't related 

to God or his providence, but how we as the body of Christ have represented him during this 

time. My thoughts have often returned to one of the most underrated chapters of the Bible, 1 

Corinthians 8. It can be easy, at first glance, to ignore this chapter. It concerns an issue that is 

utterly foreign to our current experience, eating food that was sacrificed to idols. However, 

within that context, Paul articulates a principle that is of crucial importance for us. 

To paraphrase the chapter: He says, "knowledge puffs up while love builds up" and warns "be 

careful, however, that the exercise of your rights does not become a stumbling block to the 

weak." In this circumstance, he is referring to the knowledge that there are no other gods but 

the one true God, and that this knowledge would free us from any sense of guilt for eating food 

that was sacrificed to these pretend gods. Yet, "if someone with a weak conscience" (that is a 

person who thinks of it as a sign of worship to that god) "sees you, with all your knowledge, 

eating in an idol's temple, won't that person be emboldened to eat what is sacrificed to 

idols?" (and thus sin against God by engaging in an act of worship to a false god). So even 

though the act of eating the food was not a sin for you, your flaunting of your rights leads your 

weaker brother into sin, and "when you sin against them in this way and wound their weak con-

science, you sin against Christ." Paul finishes with a hyperbolic statement to hammer home 

how seriously we should take this issue. "Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother or sister to 

fall into sin, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause them to fall." 

What Paul is saying here is that, as Christians, we can be sinning even when we do something 

that is not necessarily a sin for us. We remain responsible for how our choices affect other peo-

ple, and we should be willing to sacrifice our own rights, our own freedoms, for the good of 

others. There are plenty of other places in scripture where the idea of making sacrifices for oth-

ers is held up as the appropriate behavior for the Christian, but these passages often frame this 

sacrifice as a purposeful act of doing good to someone. Here, we have an example that is more 

akin to the motto of the medical community "do no harm." The sacrifice is not through an ac-

tive expression of charity, but through setting aside one's own rights, putting the welfare of oth-

ers above one's own preferences. 

How does this principle relate to our current set of challenges, and the challenges we've faced 

throughout the pandemic? Has our response as the body of Christ represented this principle? I 

encourage you to consider these questions and pray with me that we can all grow to truly live 

out this principle in our own lives. 
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Our Disciple Group finished their Discipleship 

program and became the newest class of 

disciples of St. John’s UMC 

Scripture and Friends 
by Carolyn Henry, Congregational Care Coordinator 

What has helped my faith grow in the past two years can be summed up in three words 
“Scripture and Friends”.   

For the past several years, I have participated in the “Disciple” series of Bible study.  The folks 
who have participated in these studies have varied – a number of them have passed on and are 
experiencing face to face many of the things we studied about.  The attached photo shows the 
people who “graduated” from Disciples IV in November, but there have been many others who 
have participated over the years.  

During the shut down a group of us were able to continue by studying videos from the Dallas 
Theological Seminary, and we participated “online” by discussing what we’d learned– (this 
was a learning experience in and of itself)  I love the Scripture, but there is nothing to compare 
with studying with friends.  Many times there would be a passage that I just could not 
understand, but through the wisdom of others, I began to.  We have always kept in mind this 
verse:  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding”. 

We took turns leading the sessions.  I will say that when you are the leader of the Bible study, 
you dig into it a little deeper so that hopefully you can be the one to answer any questions.  I 
have learned so much.  Among other things I’ve learned that there is so much I don’t know, and 
have only begun to scratch the surface. 

We always began our sessions by lifting up prayer requests.  We have seen many miracles 
through the years – physical healing … but sometimes eternal healing.  We have learned that 
God is with us, and He is consistent.  

As for friends, many of us have enjoyed a closeness that I don’t think would have been possible 
except through this study.  As I said, over the years, many have come and gone, and I love each 
and every one dearly and am so thankful we were able to share our love of Bible study. 
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Above All, Love 
by Max Lucado  

We did a lot of shouting on our elementary school 

playground. All the boys marched around the 

playground shouting, “Boys are better than girls!” In 

response, the girls paraded around the school 

announcing, “Girls are better than boys.” We were a 

happy campus. 

Shouting feels good. But does it do any good? It seems to me there is a lot of shouting going on. 

On the airwaves, on bumper stickers, on social media. 

“Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers a multitude of sins” (1 Peter 4:8). It is 

one thing to have an opinion; it’s something else to have a fight. Let’s reason together. Let’s 

work together. And if discussion fails, let love succeed. If love covers a multitude of sins, can it 

not cover a multitude of opinions? Resist the urge to shout. 

This was part of a devotional I received from Crosswalk.com 

C.S. Lewis said it perfectly: “The perfect church service would be the one we were almost 

unaware of; our attention would have been on God. But every novelty prevents this. It fixes our 

attention on the service itself; and thinking about worship is a different thing than worshipping. 

It is mad idolatry that makes the service greater than the god.”  

Sweet friends, God is the focus of the church. The service nor the people need to be perfect for 

you to hear His life-changing word. True life change happens in the church. We truly grow 

when we connect with every day people, pour into them and allow them to pour into us.  

The local church, led by Jesus, is the hope of the world and God’s means to disciple the nations 

and hasten his return. Matthew 16:18 says, “…On this rock I will build my church, and the 

gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

Submitted by Linda Lindell 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/16-18.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/slideshows/10-things-you-should-know-about-hell.html
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Sunday, Feb 6 
Communion 

Sunday 
Sunday, Feb 13 Sunday, Feb 20 

Sunday, Feb 27 
Transfiguration 

Sunday 
 

10:30 Worship Service in St. John’s Sanctuary 

Worship Leader 
Rev. Darren 

Walker 

Rev. Darren 

Walker 

Rev. Darren 

Walker 

Rev. Darren 

Walker 
 

Liturgist Carolyn Henry Walt Hancock Terry Blackburn Gene Lawhon  

Ushers 
Dayne & Pam 

Carlson 

Chuck & Joanne 

Tencer 

Judy conner & 

Linda Nix 

Ken & Rhonda 

Kondo 
 

Communion 
Ken & Debby 

Lesher 
     

Monthly Attendance 

Jan - 22 Total Monthly 

      

2022 Tot 492 98 

2021 Tot 471 94 

Year-to-Date Financials 

Dec -21 
Church Activity 

YTD 
Annual 
Budget 

      

Income $510,282 $513,406 

Expenses $515,818 $560,677 
      

 NET ($5,299) ($47,271) 

ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

Soup & Chili Luncheon 

Saturday, February 12, 2022 @ 11:30 AM 

Fellowship Hall 

ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST MEN 

General Meeting 

Tuesday, February 8, 2022 @ 6:00 PM 

Program Speaker: Officer Cesar Salinas of GPD 

Family Life Center 



12 

 

ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

St. John's has been a part of the Georgetown Community for over 140 years. 
 
We started as a group of Swedish immigrants who joined together in their homes 
to study, worship and pray and built our first church building in 1882.  At that 
time, we were known as the Swedish Methodist Episcopal Brushy Church 
(Svenska Metodistkyrkan at Brushy). 
 
The original church stood at the intersection of Westinghouse Road and FM 
1460.  Our church cemetery is still at this location. 
 
In 1906 we moved to town, to our present home at 311 E. University Avenue, and 
in 1938 we changed our name to St. John's Methodist Church. 
 
In 1968, when the Methodist Church joined with the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, St. John's became St. John's United Methodist Church. 
 
Come join us and share in our rich history and heritage of celebrating God's love. 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 
311 E. University Avenue 
Georgetown, TX 78626 
Phone: 512-863-5886 

Website: www.stjohnsumc.cc 
Office Hours: Mon-Thur 8:30 AM—4:30 PM 

Food Pantry Hours: Wednesdays 2:00 PM—4:00 PM 
 

Follow us on 


